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From the ' Monthly Meeting at 
_ Chartow # 7855 * in Berk- 
. hire, the 12th of the 34 
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ber, 
„Oliver 
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rimental na 
faithful 1 L. TthAt ini 
ſtly was. plain, and prevalent; and in 
the Power and Demonſtration of the 8 


the merciful Man> er fetD abr 
he giveth to the ee | 
rAdureth Fer ever, Pal, 112. ver. 9. 

And his Teſtimony was aguinſt all the _. 
| rolutions of the World, bo Pride, 
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Fs and was Car 


[5s iv ] 
and the vain Faſhions and Cuſtoms there- 


ef; and he Laboured that Truth might 


be in Dominion amongſt us; and that 


ſuch who ꝑtofeſa d it, might proſper and 
w therein, according to the Gift and 
race of God beſtowed upon them; and 


we can truly ſay, he was very Service- 
able both in his Miniſtry, and the other 
Services of the Church of Chriſt, and 
n to and 5 — old Age, 
in an a n- 
verſation Fut. Dach * 

He was 


hand of the Lord, for thrning 
from Darkneſs to Li ight, and Faw 
— wer of Satan unto God, . for the 


convin converting confirming 
them nes Faith of the py, = a and his 


Memorial lives, and he is gathered as a 


ſhock of Wheat in its Seaſon. | 
He was mindful to Entertain Stran- 


to Viſit the Wenz that Suffer d 
Chrift's ſake, Sim 


over the W1- 
uns and Fatherleſs. 


rs, and Labour'd with them, and Back- 


; = to cette enen wa | 


: Husband, Mafter, -and 
* eighbour, and a Serviceable I oftriment 


thiz'd with the 


He Admoniſh'd the diſorderly Walk- 


FF VEG A__ 5 — , , , rl. A. ad. 
. Py „ 
* 


nz it's to his Gain; and the full per- 
Joy, being fully ſatisfied he hath his part 


_ obey him, who is the Fountain of all our 


Love in Viſiti iting of us, both Immediaty- 
| ly, and Mſtfustentzliy, to perſevere. 3-4 


the Truth: Who Departed this Life; the 
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And altho' its our Loſs to part with 
aſton thereof, mixeth our Sorrow with 


in the Kingdom of God, and.is Crown'd 
with Imortality, and Eternal Life, and 
3 — us a good: Exainple ry” we 
one wi Dok be or og by us) to Keep 
to that Po! rg rought { W 
in him, that left behin 
may trüſt in tlie Cord. and fait fully 


Mercies, that we may anſwer his great 


Well - d and be Followers 9 Bur, 
ceaſed SEP as he was 4 Aae 
Chriſt, unto the End. i | 
Thus we have given. this ſhort Teſti- | 
mony for the Glory of God, the Magni: 
fying of his living Power, which through: i 
Chriſt Teſts; Was revealed and man led = 
in this our Friend, Elder, and Brother in 1 


23d of the 2d Month, 1710. gen, 5 = 
Buried the 2675 following, in Friends 
Bury ing: Ground at Abington; being Aa 
companied with many Friends ant Palth- <8 
fol Teſtimonies TH "hen þortis, t the + 
Truth. een ne A 
e 3 
N th 2 - Ea 


. [ M7 _- 


Sie d in behalf of the faid Meeting, 
by uw _ 

Thomas Withers, 50 Wiliam Or; 
Robert Withers, Daniel Bunce, Jun. 
Adam Lawrence, 12 Harman. 


We whoſe Names are hereunto Sub- 
ſcribed, have Unity with our Friends of 
the 9 Meeting of Charlow in the 

n concerning our dear 
ber, well- beloved Friend and Brother, 
Oliver Sanſom ; and becauſe it is very 
well and particularly fet forth; we e need 
Here ſay no more for PT „ con- 
* verning him. 
1 From our Month ly-Meeting at Kral 

1 4 in the County of Berks, the 
=. of the 6th Month, 1710. 5 


5 2 Buy, Senior, I William Penn, 
I Wiliam Nabel, Sen. /-\ William Lawrance, - 
3 Daniel Belork, „ Richard Hoskin, 
. Jol Thorn, Faſbus Cheſterman. 
BY Join Reaſon, 
34 N I. William Cooper, Mary Cooper, Sarah 


5 * Elizabeth Latin Daniel Flaxney, and 


+ Oliver Sanſom Famior, hm giver diſtin? Tefti- 
eie concerning the [ai es Sanſom,\che ed : 
2 : Nane wbereof eng — 14 in the forego 


| 48 * ſaid Teſtimonies EE ae e 
E 2 16 be. Ons 
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Tbe TES TIMO N T of Ox- 
ford Friends concerning Qli- 
© — 


the Remembrance of onr dear 
'& Friend deceafed, whoſe Memory re- 
mains ſweet to us; we have this to ſay 
of him, our Meeting being often viſited = 
by him: He had a tender Care for the 
proſperity of Truth in this Place, as 
well as at Abington, the Place of his A- 
bode; where, with his Teſtimony for 
the Truth, his Life and Converſation 
was altogether conſiſtent, which gave 
him an acceptable Character, not only 
amongſt Friends, but other Sober People © Ml 
alſo; and when he was concerned to v:: 
ſit us at our Meeting in Oxford, and ü 
had any thing given him from the Lord ü 
to declare, he was fupported to clear - Ml 
himſelf, and in his Teftunony took lit. 
tle notice of the Rude Behaviour of the 
Scholars; but after the Meeting would 
_ | fay, he had not feen the like in any Place © 
| (clpecially at our Burials) and bemoaned 
| our Exerciſe, yet he would often ſit'down 
with us to wait on the Lord; and h; 


vil 


cannot "ADE" his Labours of Love a- 
mong us, afid in our County, and have 
great ſatisfackion of his well-being with 
the Lord; and though our Loſk- be his 
Bain, yet the Loſs 6 Holy Men ſound 


in Doctrine, and clean in Example, is 


very great, and except the; ſucpeeding 


Generation have a ſenſe o the Loſs of 


ſuch Men as Fear and Serve God in thy 


Age, it cannot be expected their 15 


ſhould be ſupply d them; which th? 
it may be ſo, is, and ſhall be gur defi res 
to the Lord: 


7 Sien d an Behalf of tha hleeting at O 
+ Jord, the 21ft of the 34: Month, 


wf neat 15 W N Tho »- Nicholls, Jun. 


a FRO! i 


_ 


F 


Thomas Ellwood ein 
Concerning Oliver Sanſom. 


| "Hat the Righteous, ſhall be had in 
everlaſting We e are 


allured by the Royal P/a/mift (P/al. 11 2. 
6.) And That the Memory of the Juſt is 


Bleſſed, we are told by his Wiſe Son, 
Proverbs 10. 7. The Truth which 


is confirmed to us by our own. Obſerva; 
tion and Experience. For from the Be. 


nin of the World, ſo far as the Holy 
n * © Recort "I 


1 


an!, 


993 


(@] 
Records reach, the Righteous of al 4 
whoſe Names are therein mentioned, — 
to this day had in remembrance, a 
their. Memory is ſtill ſweet and bleed . 
mong us, tho but briefly touch d in the 
Holy Text. Enoch, tis aid, talked with 
God, Gen. 5. 24. That's a ſhort but full 
Remembrance of him. The like we read 
of Noah, Gen. 6. 9. He was g juſt, and 

an uprig obt Man: and walked with God. 
Job was an upright and * Aan; one 
that feared God, and e 70 bewed evil, Chap. 
1. 1. for which he is ſtill had in Remem- 
brance by the Righteous, and his Memory 
is precious to this day. 
The like (without drawing any Com- 
pariſon) may be truly ſaid of our dear 
deceaſed Friend and Brother, Oliver San- 
ſom; That he was a Joſt and an upright 
Man, one that truly d God, and wa- 
rily eſchewed Evil; © hes Life, Labour, 
Travels, and Sufferings, are briefly reci- 
ted in the following S8 
Though he came later into the Loxd's 
Vineyard, than many others; yet, 9 
the time that he did come in, he came 
not behind many others, for painful Di- 
ligence, and watchful Induſtry, in 171 
Work he was called to. 

For the laſt Twenty Tears, or more, 
of his Life, I knew him well, and con- 


_verled., 


— * _ 4 [OY TY n 


„ | „ 
verſed with him often, either Perſonaly, 
or by Writing: And from the Know- 
ledge. I thus had of him, and the ſenſe 
which dwells upon my Spirit concerning 
him, I have this Teſfimony to bear, in 2 
few words of him, and to his honeſt and 
innocent Life, That he was a good Stew- 
ard of his Maſter's Treaſures, a faithful . 
\Diſpenſer of the Divine Myfteries com- 
mitted to him: An Inward and Heaven- 
Tty-minded-Man, more in Subſtance than : 
in Shew; Greater in Power, than in Ex- 
_ Preflion; a Man of a Meek and Quiet 
Spirit; yet full of Zeal; but that ſo well 
tempered with, and governed by Know- 
. Jedge, that it tended to the Good of all, 
not Hurt of any. Adorned he was with 


_ Humility, Temperance and Self. denial, * 
Valiant in the Lamb's War, and Bold in P 
Defence of the Truth: Patient in Suffer- {: 

ing for the Truth; through which he ob- to 
tain'd the Victory; ſo adicted he was and ſe 
wholy given up to the Service and Pro- 22 
motion of Truth, that he ſpared not on Ve 
all good Occaſions, to ſpend, as well as th 
to be ſpent therein; CO his own 4 
private Expences, and rather ſtraitning ha 
Fama that (his outward Eſtate not be- Hu 


* 8 
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Ing; great) he might be able the more | en 
te lay forth himſelf, and ite in | Is 
*Pablick Services for Truth, i 5 
41 WV. | | 4: [2 5 


The Lord ſend forth moxe ſuch faith- 
ful Labourers, into his Vineyard, and 
ſupport and bleſs them in their Labours 
therein, till their Work be finiſhed, as he 
did him ; Of whom, in a word; it may 
be truly ſaid; He lived and died a Ser- 
vant of the Laar. „ Hl nt 
VVV (4-4 Tho. - Elwood. ; 
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Tbe Teſtimony of Jane Sanſom, 


Concerning her dearly. beloved 


Husband, Oliver Sanſom. 


FTWHIS Teſtimony I have to give forth 
1 Concerning my dear Husband, 
whom the Lord in his great Mercy was 
pleaſed: to give me, which I can truly 
lay was 2 great; Bleſſing from, the Lord 


l 


ed of the blef 


8 * 
1418 


IE 1 
97 and he takes away; and I 
may ſay with one of Old, Bleſſed be his 

Name, in that he was pleaſed to ſpare 
my dear Husband ſo long with me, as he 
did, to be à Comfort to me, and to be 
Serviceable in that Work which the Lorf! 
in his Mercy had called him to. I can 
truly ſay, that I never ſaw him caſt 
down at any Suffering that he met with 

for the Teſtimony of Jeſus; but was 
- borne up in the © Heavenly Patience, 
"which is a * Comfort to me now, 
althongh he be taken from me, yet his 


% 


tender Counſel and good Example lives 
with me. | 


230 having given forth this ſhort Te- 
Aim for the Glory of God, and 
for the Encouragement of the Faithful to 
truſt in the Lord alone, who raifeth up 
Inftruments for his own Work, and takes 
them away in his own time; this I'can 
fa to the Praife of the Lord, that my 
dear Husband was preſerved to the laſt, 
in all his linefs, in the Heavenly Pa- 
ttence. ; 85 . 
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REMARKABLE Þ raSSAGES | -2 
of the LIFE of ant, 4 


1 


* 


liver 2 om. : 
\ - * ; 2 ö Þ&: 3 | L 4 . N * + 4 * 4. y 7 
* * N a 4 4 © 
ig 33 8 962151 D 


on e come to ſpedk partici: _ 
larly of the Dealings "of the Lord 
with me, and the various Exerciſe 
ne led me through, after he had brougnt if 
me to the Knowledge of his Saving Truth I 1 
I think it neceſſary to give the Reader 4 
brief Account, what my Condition 3 
the World, and how it was with me, be-- - 
ns” I was called into the Service of the | 
I was Born at Beedon ini Bette en : N 5 
the Eighth Day of the Seventh Monty 
(called September) in the Tear Fh 
fand'Six Hundred Thirty and Six TA 
Baptized (as it is called) on the Ahh 
Day of the ſame Month, as es e Re- 
* there relates. 5 ; 
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5 1 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 


Father's Name was John John Senſom, and 


my Mother's Elizabeth. They were Ho- 


neſt; but of ſmall Subſtance in rhe World 
at the firſt: But in proceſs of time the 
- Lord was pleaſed to bleſs them with an 


Inereaſe pretty conſiderable; whereby they 
were enabled to live handſomly and com- 


fo n and by ring vp their Children 
Aanſwerable to 


their — pen I was about Six 
Years of Age, I was put to School to a 
Woman, to learn to Read, who finding 
me not unapt to Learn, forwarded me * 
well, that ih about four Months time, I 

could read a Chapter in the Bible 2 
readily. After I was Seven Years o 


my Father ſent me to Board at a Sinn, 


_ "of his at Charney, to learn Latin and Wri- 
ting; where I remained until I was Ten 


Years of Age: and in that time learn'd 


more: than I retained. 
From thence I was remoyed to another 


Father haviog Occaſion to take me Home, 
to keep his Book, and look after what [ 


was capable of in his Buſineſs; which was 


Dealing in Timber and Wood. 

day Parents were of the Church of Eng- 
uud; and being themſelves religiouſſy in- 
clined, they would often give good Coun- 
ſel to us 5 Children (for I had one Bro- 
ther and two Siſters :) and they did teach 


n * — 
* 1 p : 

My, - 

0 


School; but ſtay'd not long there, my 


us, 


us, in their Way, to Pray to God, and'ts 


know that Power, which reftrained, and 


tender Years) in reading the Holy Scrt 


tend on their Doctrine; with'earneſt . 


ſatisfie my Soul: For there was ſuch 


- "of OLIVEIASANSOM. 


3 


avoid Evil Company, and the like. 
Now being thus bred up in a Sober wayC 
and in a religious Awe to God, it pleaſed 
him to viſit me in my tender Yeats ; : and 
he raifed Deſires often in me after Hea- 
— Things: So that even in my Child- 
and more in my Youth, there was 
a Fear i in my Heart of offending the Lord; h 
and I was reſtrained from running into the 
Follies and Vanities, which I obſerved mas» 
ny others delighted i in: But did not then 


preſerved me; and which inclined my N 
after the Lord. if 1 on 


I took great delight alſo, tight wn | 


tures, and other godly Books which met 
with; and to hear Sermons, from ſych'as 
were accounted he beſt Preachers, in-that „ 
Day. And with much Diligence die = 


in my Heart to the Lord, that he woule 


Hunger begotten in me after the Lord; 
could not be ſatisfied by any of ce Vi 
dom or Invention of Man; altho? lia: _ 
times my Heart was ſomewhat broken and 05 i 
tendered, and 1 was affected, when I bend 4 
the Sound of Words from ſome Preachers. 
For the Lord was pleafed to viſtt my SG Wo | 'Y 


| 2500 was waiting on him, and yearning 5 
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1 Remarkable Poſſages of the Life 
URL after. him, even in thoſe Aſſemblies at that 
Day: but I did not know bim, neither did 
E think he was to be known within in my © 
own Heart. So I greatly miſtook, and 
thought it had been the Preacher's words 

that reached me,and affeted me; and from 
_ thence 1 had the greater Eſteem for ſuch 
Men. But alas! when I came to lay down 
my Head at Ni bt, my Sorrow returned, 
and my want of true Satisfaction ſtill con- 
tinued ; though much of that which I had 
heard, when I was ſo affected, my Memory 
3 l retained. But he that tendered me was 
| A . 1 withdrawn : and I knew not where to find 

F im, nor where to ſeek after him. 

1a this ſo great Diſtreſs have 1 cried 
many times to the Lord, that he would 
vouchſate to ſhew me the Way in which 

hould go; and make known his Truth 


aly to me, that I might but be ſa- 


real Truth indeed: and I would gladly 
walk andi give in it; whatſoever I ſuffered. 
for it. But the Enemy beſet me ſo ſorely - 
with his Temptations, to overthrow (if 
he could) my Faith and Hope in the Lord, 
* was ſuffered ſometimes to prevail 0 
5 me, that I was ſometimes even 
ready to Kink in my Mind, and to 
reckon my . ſelf to be but a Caltraway 5 
AJaoudbting that there was no grougd of 
„ for me : pe that T was even as = 73 
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5 M 15 ed that i it was the right Way, and the 4 
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| Cat off, and decreed for Reprobation; and 
could have no Part nor Lot in the Land 
of the Living. Thus for many a Day did 
my poor Soul travel under a ſad and di- 
ſtreſſed State (which none but the Lord is 
Witneſs of,) till I was come to about the 
One and twentieth Vear of my Age. 
And then, in the Year 1657. I was in- 1, 
vited to a Meeting of the People, called - 
| Quakers; whither I went, and there heard «us i 
one of them declare the Truth. And A 
he teſtified of, and directed to that very 
Thiag, which I ſo greatly wanted, the In- 
ward Principle, the Light within, ſhining 
in the Heart, and diſcovering the Dark- 
neſs there. Which when I had heard, I 
came to be fully convinced, and ſatisfied 
in my ſelf, that that was the Truth, and 
the Way of God; which was matter of 1 
great Joy and Comfort to me: for na 1 - - 4 
; hoped to go forward, and to walk Wo * 1 
without any Obſtruction. 1 
Hut alas! The Enemy now beſtir'd hims __— 
ſelf, to throw Blocks in my way, to hin- * 1 | 
der me from being obedient to the C 2 1 
viction I had received; and through his 
working there appeared to me ſo many 
and great Impediments on every hand. 1 
(more eſpecially from my Parents, "and. 3 I 
thoſe altogether unexpected) that their + i 
vailed over me, and ſtopt nie from 
on: 180 * 10 fear of W or — 
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6 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
much diſpleaſing my Father, I ſubmitted 
to gp to the Publick Worſhip again, to 
hear the Prieſts as before; and ſo inſtead 
of going forward, I went backward. Yet 
had this reſer ve ſill i in my Mind, to quiet 
my Mind with, That if ever came to be 
at Liberty, from under the Government 
of my Parents, I would walk in the Way 
of Truth: And indeed, I uſed Endeavors 
to get abroad into Service, that I might 
have been more at Liberty, and at my own 
diſpoſe as to Religion ; but I could not. 


N through the Subtilty of the Ene- 


» | was prevailed upon to give way to 
ag, and fleſhly Eaſe; and to fly the 
preſeat Croſs ; which I ſhould have taken 


up: S0 that, what by Perſwaſions, and 


what by Commands, from them whom I 
thought | was bound to obey (as I was 


indeed, in all things of a Civil Nature, 


though not in Matters of Religion and 
Conſcience.) I yielded to go again to that 


I " "Worſhip, which I was diſlatisfied with. 


But for my Diſobedience herein, Trou- 


* : ble from the Lord came upon me, and his 


righteous Judgm̃ents pur ſu d me cloſe; which 
brought Sorrow & Sadneſs upon me: which 
my Parents obſerving, and fearing leſt I 
ſhould become Melancholly, gave not on- 
2 Liberty, but lacouragement to me, to 
low the Pleaſures of the World; and 
* me on, to ae my ſelf with wild 
. 


f OLIVER:SAN'SOM, #2. 
Young-men, at their vain Sports and Paſs 
times, as Ringing, Dancing, and the like. 
And I, having; through my Diſobedience, 
loſt my Strength before, was eaſily drawn 
to make tryal of Madneſs and Folly: fo 
that in a ſhort time I became much worſe, 
and more looſe than ever I was before; 
even as it were unſenſible, and altogether 
unconcerned for my poor Soul. | 

Thus I continued, and went on in a 
vain Converſation, making Merry over the 
Witneſs ; and ſeeking Peace in worldly 
Pleaſures, uatil the Year 1661. At which 
time it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me with 
fore Sickneſs and Lameneſs together, which 
brought me near unto Death. And this 
was the great loving Kindneſs, and Mercy 
of the Lord to me: for in that time of 
Weakneſs and Diſtreſs, under which I lay 


for many Months, the Lord was very good | 


unto me, both in his Judgments, and alſo 
in his infinite Love and tender Mercy. 


And in this great ' Diſtreſs, which for a 8 
Pur poſe of good unto me, he ſuffered to ü 
come upon me, I cryed nato him, be- 


ſeeching him to raiſe me up again, that 
I might praiſe his Name, and become as 
a Monument of his Mercy in my Day and 
Generation. And the Lord was 


to hear my Cry, and did grant my Res . 


— and reſtored me again to Health: 
which I gave hearty Thanks unto him, 
| WS and 


Bs Remarkable Faſſaget of the Life 

and praiſed his bleſſed Name, and did often 
ſeek him in ſecret; but, through the 
Workings of the Enemy upon the weak 
part in me, I could not as yet Confeſs 
him openly. Vet I abſtained myfor- 
mer vain Courſes, and was much refo 
in my Converſation. 7 tas 
While thus I walked, ſomewhat like 
Nicodemus, having a ſecret Love and Re- 
gard to the Lord in my Heart; but not 
. daring, through Weakneſs and Fear, to 


» Truth : I altered my Condition in the 
World by Marriage; taking to Wife Jan 
Bunce, Daughter of Thomas Bunce of Char- 
ney in the County of Berks, who was of 

a good Yeomanry Family, and had been 
 Hraught up in a ſober and ſuitable way of 
Education. Yet did not my Marriage make 

any Alteration in my outward Behaviour; 

but I walked, as before, in great Seriouſ- 

" neſs of Mind, and ſpent much time in 
Reading goed Books, the Holy Scriptures 
more eſpecially: with which my Wife, 
and her Relations, as well as my own, 
were greatly affected. But ſtil] I conceal- 
ed my Judgment ; not openly in any part 
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follow him in an open Profeſſion of his 


denying the Worſhip which was wrong: 


= nor ſtanding up in a Teſtimony for that, 
Wich I was ſatisfied was the righhßt. 
Not long after I was married, it ſo fell 
out, or was ſo ordered, that upon —_ 
364 | OD on 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 9g 
| fron of outward Buſineſs, which I was 
then in, I was much alone; my Wife, for 
conveniency-ſake, and at her Father's Re- 
queſt, continuing with him: yet all in much 
Love, and with mutual Satisfaction. 
That ſolitary Seaſon the Lord made pre- 
cious to me, and of great Advantage: for 
J had gotten a Book, which was written 
by Jſaac Pennington, the Title whereof Was, 
The Way of Life and Death made Maniſeſt, 
and ſet before Men, &c. That Book was 
of great Service to me ; the Lord at. that 
time viſiting me afreſh, and opening my 
Heart, and clearing my Underſtanding e 
ſo that I plaialy ſaw how I had been en- 
ſnared, and prevailed upon, by the Ene 
my of my Soul, to fly the Croſs; which 
was to be taken up by all, that wouk 
walk in the Way of Life. And hereupon, 
fervent Deſires were raiſed again in me, 
and earneſt Cries were poured. forth t“ 
the Lord; that he would be graciouſly _ 
| Pleaſed to Pardon what had been ami 
and to Forgive and paſs by my great Tranſ- 
greſſion, in having ſo long diſobeyed him: 
and in great Humility and Fear I promt- 
ſed, that if he would be pleaſed to afford 
me the Aſſiſtance of his good Spirit, 
would henceforward give up, and forlake: - 
all. co follow W. 
O the Riches of the Goodneſs, and 
Mercy, and Long-ſuffering of my tender 
1 "By —: *- ns 
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10 — of the Life | 
God! Surely, 1 have great cauſe to ad- 
mire his wonderful Patience, and long for- 
-bearance, in waiting to be gracious to me, 
and in ſeeking to recover me. O let this 
be recorded, that it may remain to future 
Generations, as a thank W pgornens 
and Memorial of his admirable Mer 
unck as an humble Acknowledgment of is 
= ble Loving Kindneſs , and' Good- 
nels, and Truth; which he hath manifeſted 
and extended onto me, who had been ſo 
Extremely fooliſh, and 'diſobedient ! 

* Now had 1 lingred fo long, that the 
5 were grown more Stormy and Tem- 
nous that before; which made it ſeem 

more 3 and hazardous than it would 
n 80 york * been faithful, and an- 
ö gs of the Lord, when 
Arſt he 12 L me. And had I now 
| Yooked out again, to conſult with Fleſh 
and Blood; I mi ght have found Diſcou- 
tagements epotigh - for my way ſeemed as 
it were Quite hedged up, even as with 
arp Thorns : But through the tender 
love of the Lord, who made the Valley of 
Achor as oh? Door 'of Hope to me, I was 
| and enabled to give up in his 

_ --..” 7 280 P80 now at length made me 
= Willing to indure the Croſs; and with ear- 

3 neſt Cries I beſought him to be with me, 
- and to lead me in the Way he would 

| haye me to walk in, and — * T 
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aud many Friends being in Priſon.” and Su 
ir growi 


Thus were the Bonds and Sufferin | 
Faithful Friends made a Means to co ” 
and embolden me to Profeſs the * and Hi 


hen dds the latter End of the Year 
1663, [ went with my Wife to dwellata 4 
place called Boford, hear Newbery in Berk 


ſhire ; where I had ſome Eftate, in Copy 
Ewent diligently to Friends Meetings: but 


* ; * ,” 
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# follow him fully therein unto the gal. 


And now, Perſecution coming faſt on 


ag ſharp and great in — 
places; I could no longer keep back, or 
conceal my ſelf : but a Neceſlity came 
upon me to come forth, and ſhew my ſelf, 
and take my Part and Lot with the Suffe= 
rers, that ſuffered for Righteouſneſs ge 


Ty 
right Way of the Lord. 
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hold Lands, given me by my Father. "And 


my Wife continued for a time tu go 5 the 
Prieſt's Worſhip. And I had earnęſt De- 
fires and Breathings to the Lord for my. 


der whereunto, I did not only my ſelf 


walk in much Love and Tenderneſs to- 
wards her: but did often prevail with mi- 


miſtring Friends to Lodge at my Houle 3 
chat ſhe might have opportunity to,obſerve 


their grave and weighty' Deportment 
and godly Converfition: and to Confer 


with them about che Things of God. And 


Wife, that ſhe might be gained, aud brought MM 
to the Kuowledge of the Truth: In or- 3 


12 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
„ the Lord was pleaſed to hear my Prayers 
on her behalf, and to bleſs the Endeavours 
which were uſed for her: fo that after 
ſome time, ſhe came to be Convinced al- 
fo, and publickly to own the Truth; and 
deen the Prieſt, and his Worſhip. 
Baut before that, the Prieſt of the Place, 
- Whoſe Name was James Anderton, being 
my near Neighbour, did beſtir himſelf to 
have prevailed over me; firſt uſing Flat- 
 tery,, to have drawn me: and when he 
mda that would not do, then fell to rough 
- and forcible ways, to have driven me from 
tie Truth; that he might have gained me 
E © fo himſelf, The firſt Attempt he made 


= upon me was, as we happened to Ride in, 

13 dr together towards Newbery. He 
= Zhen falling into Diſcourſe with me, de- 

Fred to know of me the Reaſon, Why I 
= came not to Church? I told him, my Rea- 
E fon was, Becauſe his Church and Miniſtry 
LE Was not according to the Church of Chriſt 
= inthe Primitive Times: and ſeeing I could. 
= not, for that Reaſon, come to it in Sin- 
E <cerity; I would not come to it ia Hypo- 
| <rific. He replied, That he did not deſire 
E - any to come to hear him, but thoſe that 
= came in Sincerity. Then he deſired to 
= Know, In what Particulars I differed from 
= Him; whether in his Preaching, or in Bap- 
tim, or about ahy of thgGeremonies then 


= 
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3 OLIVER SANSOM.. 13 


own him in any thing of his Miniſtry; 
neither in his Call to it, nor in any of his 
Practices in it. 

This put him upon vindicating his cal. 
In doing which, he uſed many words, Com- 
paring it with the Call of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt in the Primitive Times. For (ſaid 
he) there was then Faſting and Praying 
and Laying on of Hands: And the like. 
(added he) are uſed now in the Church of 
England, But yet he could not ſay that 
any of them (with all their Faſting, Pray- 
ing and Laying on of Hands) had received 
the Holy Ghoſt ; as the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
in the Primitive Times, did. Thenheran 
into many Words and Qneſtions, concern- 


ing the Tea Commandments, and 2 bo, | 


bath, and other things; provoking 
ſpeak of many things, rn bs Saba 
tilty to betray mx Innocency, ſo long as 
we rode together. And at parting, he u- 

ſed many ſmooth Expreſſions, iatreating. 
me to come to his Hen, that we might 

have ſame farther alk together: and he 


proteſted, that Would be as willing to 2 


be Convinced by me, if he were in an Er- 
ror, as he deſired. I ſhould be Convinced 
by him, if he found me in an Error. I 
told him, I ſhould conſider of it: and ſo 
we parted. But when I came afterwards 
deliberately to conſider, and ſeriouſly to 
weigh ne Matter; 2 him to 2 a 

| an 
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14 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life . 

Man that abounded in words, and was 
verſed in ſubtil circumventing Arguments, 
I was not free to go to him, to diſcourſe 
with him by my ſelf alone in Private; but 
- thought it beſt (and likely to be of more 
advantage to the Truth, and more con- 
dueing to the good of others) to get ſome 
Fri to come, and diſpute with him 
openly. In order whereunto I ſent him 
a few Lines; a Copy whereof here fol- 
loweth. . ONE - 


© CEcing thy Words and Carriage hath 

©, appeared Mild, and temperate to- 

© wards me (as it ovght to do) in ma- 

» nifeſting an earneſt Deſire, in a neigh» 
©Hhourly way and friendly manner, to have 
Meeting, for the clearing of Truth, and 

© thy own and others Satisfaction, who are 

© (as thou faid*ſt) offended with me, for 
 <Cabſenting from thy Publick Worſhip : 
( and thou ſaid'ſt farther, that thou wouldſt 

© gs willingly be Convinced by me, if thou 

© waſt in an Error, as thou deſiredſt to 
©Convince me, if thon didſt find me in 

© xn Error; And that thou wouldſt have 
done come to hear thee, but thoſe that 
= Z*could.come in Sincerity. Or words to 
= the like Eft. | Now if thou wilt ſtand 
in words in fair and open Diſpute, 
ww — <and admit of Tryal of thee , _ ny 
=. | — ; __— Fenn | A ays, 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 15 
© Ways, Worſhip and Miniſtry, by and ac- 


© cording to the Scriptures of the Old and 


© New Teſtament : Some of vs, that hold 
forth the Truth that we Profeſs, will 


admit of the like Tryal, in any or every 
© part of our Religion. Provided that we 
© may proceed in Meekneſs and Humility, 


© in order for the clearing of Truth, and 
© the Satisfaction of the — eſpecially 
© thoſe that have taken Offence : So that 


© the Kingdom of the Lamb may be en- A | 6 
© Jarged, and the God of Truth glorifiedz © 
* which is the Prayer, Scope, and Deſire of 


© me, who am 


A Friend to all that love the Lord 
The 21ſt of the Jieſus Chriſt in Sincerity, called 


1405 Month, 
ke OLIVER SANSOM. 


* When the Prieſt had received and read 


this Letter, he ſent me word by the Mef- © 
ſenger that carried it to him, That he 
would not have any Publick Meeting, be- 


cauſe it was contrary to the Law: but if 
I would meet him in Private, with one 
Friend or two more, he ſhould be willing 
to it; and either we might come to his 


Houſe, or he would come to mine, when 


I would appoint. CY ee 
But, not withſtanding all bis ſmooth pre- 
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16 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life © 

E - the Peace, who was called Sir Thomas Dol- 
and complained of me to him: who 

E thereupon immediately ſent his Warrant 
fort me, to appear at a Petit Seſſions to be 
buolden at Speenhamland, there to take the 

Oath of Allegiance. 2 
q That very Morning that I was to go, 
my own Father and my Wifes Father came 
boch to Viſit me, and laboured much with 
me to take the Oath : And indeed, their 
Endeavours and Perſwaſions were more 
| — 92 to me, than if I had gone pre- 
Jently to Priſon. Wherefore, with weep- 
ing Eyes, I intreated them to forbear, and 
leave me to the Lord. Then taking up a 
Bible which lay near, I opened it provi- 
dentially on 1 Pet. 4. 12. which I read to 
them, to the End of the Chapter ; where- 
upon they became pretty mild. = 
S8o I left them, and haſted to A at 
E the Seſſions. And when I came thither, 
= the ſaid Juſtice Dolman aroſe from his Seat, 
and came to me, and ſaid I was a perverſe 
Fellow, with other ſuch- like Expreſſions. 

F -Then he told me I had affronted the Mi- 
= niſter, in queſtioning his Call; which (ſaid 
be) is according to the Law of God, and 
= the Government of this Realm. He alſo 
_ Charged me with Breach of the Sabbath, 
for travelling on thoſe Days: and in Con- 
= -clufion ſaid, If I would not be ruled by the 
= Miniſter, and ſubmit, my ſelf unto him, and 
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go to Church; but go on in'the way I'was 
going, he would make me an Example to all 


others. So after pretty much Chiding, 


and ſome Threatning, he diſmiſſed me; 
not ſuffering me to ſpeak in my own De- 
fence : But he did not tender me the Oath 
of Allegiance, as was mentioned in the 
Warrant. For he: was a Man not inclined 
of himſelf to Perſecute: But-what he did 


was at the Inſtigation of the Prieſt, and 


to ſatisfy his Importunity. 


Vet this Prieſt Anderton, ſtill when he met : 
me, would ſpeak ſmoothly to me, endea- 


vouring thereby, to divert me from walk- 
ing in the way of Truth ; telling me how 
much he Prayed for me: And telling others 
What great Pains he had taken with me; 
but could do no good on me at all. He 
. alſo gave out Speeches, how equally and 
fairly he had proferred me, to diſpute 


with me privately, as is before mentioned; Mi 
and complaining how unreaſonable I was, - 
in offering a Publick Diſpute; which if he M 


ſhould grant, he ſhould come within the 
Alfter this, about the beginning of the 

3d Month, 1664. A Friend, whoſe Name 
was George Robinſon, coming to my Houle, 
I acquainted him, with what had paſſed 


between the Prieſt and me; and defired-blm WW 


to ſtay, if he found freedom, and give the 
Prieſt a Meeting: to which he, 
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_ weighed 


186 Dial Poſſiger of the LH 
©  _ weighed the matter, conſenting; I there- 


= 


upon gave the Prieſt an Invitation, to 
come on that occaſion to my Houſe, (if he 
pleaſed) the next Day. He came accord» 
ingly, and brought with him near half a 
feore of the Chiefeſt of the Neighbours. 
Then after a few Words had paſled, the 
Prieſt, * up a Bible in his hand, pro- 
Fe following queſtion to the 
rie 


* , 


and that by which we muſt be Judged, and 
by which-we muſt be Saved. Adding, an- 
ſwer Yea, or Nay. 
The Friend thereupon asked the Prieſt, 
What is thy end in asking this queſtion ? 
In it upon a Religious account? Or haft 
- Shov.eny other end in it? 

It is no matter, ſaid the Prieſt, what end 


I have in it: But do you anſwer the queſtion 


Yea, or Nay. 


- Let me hear the queſtion again, ſaid the 


Friend; and I will Anſwer as I ſee good. 
The Prieſt thereupon repeating his que» 


ſtion ( though not without ſome material 


Additions) viz. Whether this (holding 


the Bible in his band) is the Word of God, 


and the only Rule of Faith, te all thar ever 
mere; and that by which we ſhall be Jadg-« 
2 and that by which we muſt be 8a 
and bid the Friend anſwer plainly Ven, or 


- 


* 


n r U 


Whether that (meaning the Bible) was : 
the Word of God, and the Rule of Faith; 
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F OLIVER SANSOM;, 12 
The Friend ſeeing the ſnare the crafty . 
'Prieſt had laid, to entangle him, and miſs 
report him, if he had given a ſingle and 
poſitive anſwer, by a bare Nay, to a que- 
ſtion that required diſtinction; warily an- 
| ſiwered, Firſt I believe, that Chriſt is the 
Word of God; and I believe alſo, that 
the Scriptures are not Chriſt. | 
This Anſwer diſappointing the Prieſt's 
deſign, he interrupted the Friend, and 
thruſting in more queſtions upon him, 
and preſſing for his direct Anſwer, would 

not ſufter the Friend to open the Caſe, and 
clear the matter to the People. But did 
what in him lay to darken it, by interpo- 
ſing freſh queſtions ; and ſeveral times he 
called the Friend Jeſuit, and once he wiſht 

a Pox on him. + ror ol 

' Amongſt other things that paſſed in the 
| Diſcourſe; the Friend charged the Prieſt, _ 
that he was in the ſteps of the Falſe Pro- 
phets, that Preached for Hire, and Ran 
before they were Sent, and did not pro- 
fit the People at all. AA 
This, being ſpoken before ſo many f 

the Prieſts prime Hearers, | touched: the 
Prieſt to the quick. Wherefore, to hen IM 
himſelf, he affirmed that ſeveral had been | 
Converted by him; and he pointed out _ 
one Man there preſent, for an Inſtance: 
 Whereupon the Friend asking that Man, | 
if he was converted: The * _ 
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Prieſt thereupon, to help the Man 2 
himſelf out, ſaid, The Heart of Man was 


| geceitful, and deſ rately wicked; who 


tan know it: And from 8 he aſſerted, 
© -that the Hearts of all Men that ever were, 
were deceitful, and deſperately wicked; 

and they did not know them. But when 
the Friend began to Anſwer to this, the 
Prieſt, being ſenſible that he had overſhot 
. himſelf, and that it was like to be returned 
vpon him with a Blow, diverted him from 
anſwering, by choping in other queſtions 
upon him, that he might cover himſelf, 

and his own folly-and weakneſs might not 
be laid open, ia the ſight of his hearers 
preſent. W herefore, cunningly ſliding. 
— off from the ſubject he was upon, he took | 
upon him to prove, that Tithes were due 
# divine Right; and to that end cited 
ſeveral places of Scripture, which he en- 
dea voured to wreſt for his purpoſe : but 
all: proved- too Narrow to'cover him, and 
hide his Nakedneſs: Which when he per- 

een and ſaw that he ſtill loſt ground; 

be broke forth into a Railing fit at the 
. vol, calling him Jeſuit, and ſo went - 


Ne 

From this time forward, this Prieſt h. 
1 ppeared more open, and bare - faced 
in ating maliciouſly againſt me; and in 
* — a 


freſh occaſion tie 
took, 


S2 Mo my. we 


By 


in 
1 
in 
w 
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to ſhew it: For I was. by this time 
more fully Convinced, and. ſatisfied that 
both his Miniſtry and Maintenance were 
wrong; and I could no longer feed him 
with Tithes, or Wages. But it was laid up- 
on me to ſtand clear ina Teſtimony againſt 
him; and not to have any. hand in uphold- 
ing him in his falſe Worſhip and Miniſtry. 
This made him rage, and when he came 
into the Field where I, with my Servants, 
was at work upon my Corn, and ſaw that 
1 did not ſet out his Tithes (as he called 
them) he thus brake forth upon me. I 
ſee now (ſaid he) that I have dallied too 
long, and that it is high time to take a 
courſe with thee; for now I plainly ſee, 
that thou and I cannot ſtand together, but 
one of us muſt fall; and if thou beeſt ſuffer'd 
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to ftand, then I muſt fall: But if I ſtand, - if 
Thou ſhalt be ſure to fall. I only ſaid ts WM 
him, Do thy Spiritual Weapons fail, that m 


thou muſt needs make uſe of Carnal ? He res 
plied, I will make uſe of Carnal; and ſo 
rode away. = ee 
Now although I had denied to pay this 
Prieſt any Tithes, and had told both bim 
and his Man, that I could not do it, for 
Conſcience-ſaxe, whatever I ſuffered for 


: : 


| it; and had charged them not to meddle. $: | wo | 
with any of the Increaſe which God hac 
given me, for if they did, I ſhould ok 


upon it to be no other, than Robbing ur 
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© by; although ſome of the Jury ſaid, they 
Would take my Word, and deſired 1 might 


1 Sick, aud keeping his Chamber, the Prieſt 


: Yet © cvecthas: they. in their 
away from me what they 
; without giving any account 
e wiat they thus forcibly took 


from me 

Not Jong after this, to wit in the $th 
Month, 1664. I was Summoned to a 
Conrr-Leer , holden by one Richard Jones 
(who was "then Lord "of the Mannor) at 
his Houſe in Welford; where I, being then 
a Cuſtomary Tenant to that Mannor, a 
peared with the reſt, and the Steward 
Asked me to be one of the Jury; to which 
Treadity offered my ſervice. But by rea- 
ſon that I refuſed to Swear, he put me 


he one amongſt them without Swearing : 
But the Steward would not ſuffer it. 
* The Lord of the Mannor being 


SSS ASA eee mm 


then 


Anderton was with him moſt part of the 
Day: Yet would ſometimes hve him; and 
come down into the,great Hall, where the 
Court was kept. And underſtanding, that 
I had refuſed to Swear, he thinking to 
have gotten an advantage over me, oppo- 
ſed me openly about it, and aſferted that 
Chriſt meant no ſuch thing, as to forbid 
all Swearing. I asked him, If Chriſt td 
4 not BOT POL an end to Oaths and Sweari ng, in 

Matt. 5. and in Janes 5. And be fai = - 

„ not 


i 
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not all. Then faid I, If thou fayſt- 
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the Scripture (which ſays + Swear not at al 
muſt needs be falſe : but 1 believe the Scr 2 
tures are true; aud thy Words are falle. 


Thereupon he made a loud Clamour, with 


a ſeeming confidence, endeavouring to 
daunt me before the People; who were 
the greater 


me; bleſſed be his Name for ever. 


But this envious Prieſt, not yet getting 


the advantage he hoped for over me, that 


r part of the Men of Four Pari- 
_ ſhes: But the Lord by his Power upheld 


he might in ſome meaſure ſatisfy his Re- - 


venge 
(the er of the Mannor) to com 


the Jury, to preſent me to be Conſtable; | 


upon me, ſtirred up the Landlord D 


for it was ſaid, he had Power to e | 


who ſhould be Conſtable. This the Prie | 


did to enſnare me, that he might make 
either Swear, or ſuffer for not Swe 
When I underſtood this, I ſent word 


ſerve that Office; and that the Jury * 
all well know it to be ſo: wherenpoi he 


returned Anſwer, that he would leave it ⁵ 
to the Jury, to do therein as they. ſhould a 


judge Moree i: -- 
Wpen 1 underſtood this, not doubting | 


bot the Jury would do that which was 


right, I left the Court, with the Steward's 
leave, and went home. But the next 


Wd 


my Landlord, that it was not my turn to | 


% _— 


5 Morning J was agg that the * q E 


ACS. 
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had - ſented me Conſtable z whereupan , 
1 Ar. ſome of them why they did it * 


- and they ſaid, they could not help it: for 


the Prieſt (they ſaid) had fo incenſed the 


Landlord againſt me, that he commanded 
them to preſent me for Conſtable, or elſe 
they ſhould not be diſcharged all that 


Night. This unkind, and unfair dealing 
of my Landlord with me, brought a. 


Concern upon me, to wfite to him as 
= . followeth. | 555 


| 3 * 
nde Office of Conſtableſhip, that is now 


thee, ſome conſiderations concerning 


* 


laid upon me; which the moſt part of 


© the Pariſh can Teſtify is unjuſtly, and un- 


= d equally impoſed on me, contrary to Right, 
= *© and to good Reaſon. For they fay there 


dare Six Livings in the Poſſeſſion of able 


© ſufficient Men, which have not ſerved 


© that Office, ſince the Tennant ſerved it 


. Meſſuage I now hold. And as I 


- 
* — 


=. 


© am informed, there was not one Man of 


© the Jury, but deſired ł might be excuſed; 


© and ſo the Cauſe (as they ſay) is only in 


| t thy ſelf, in forcing and compelling the 


© Jury to leave out him they had agreed 
© upon, or elſe they ſhould not be diſchar- 


© ged all that Night. Now I deſire to 


* 


9 


* 


T hath been in my Heart to lay before 


© know the Cauſe or Reaſon, why 1 Rowen 5 
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of OLIVER SANSOM 256 
do that work, which of right belongs 
« to another Man to do. What is my 
Tranſgreſſion and my Sin, wherefore thou 
« ſhould'ſt favour another, to oppreſs me; 
and compel the Jury ſo to do, who were 


upon their Oaths, not to go for Favour 
nor Affection, or Malice or Hatred to 


any Man, but according to Truth in e- 
very Preſentment * Theſe things I lay be- 
« fore thee to conſider of, and do leave it 
© to the witneſs of God in thy own, and 
every Man's Conſcience, to plead my 
© Cauſe, and to be Judge between us. For 
yet a little while, and we muſt both, 
« give an account to God, and receive for; 
© the deeds done in the Body, whether 
© they be goed or bad: And there is no re- 
6 ſpe&t of Perſons with him. Therefore 
« whilſt the Day of thy Viſitation - laſts ,- 
prize it; before the Decree be gone forth, 
That be that is Filthy, let him be Filthy fis 
© And he that is Righteous, let him be, Righte=: 


© ous ſtill. This in love to thee is Written. 


by him, that wiſhes good to all, and evil! 
© to NONE. Fele 


(T4 © 
The oth of the | 12 i 5 ; 
von, OLIVER SANSOM:y 
1664. 7 = | - 5 3 


This Letter was delivered to my Land- 
lord on the 1ſt Day of the gth Month IJ 
and when he had peruſed it, he ſeat me 
Word, by one of his Servants, That he _. 
1 E¶ 
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226 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
Rkne not but the Jury was willing to pre- 
3 feat me Conſtable; but that ſeeing it was 

done, he could not now help it. He con- 
tinued Sick about two Months, and then 
Dyed. | | 
Now as Touching the ſaid Office, it may 
be expected, that I ſhould give ſome account 
what I did in it. Truly I muſt acknow- 
ledge, that I did very weakly, and like a 
Child. For indeed, I was but young in 
the Truth, and Exerciſes fell freſh ſtill, 
oneafter another, upon me: And the Prieſt 

ſought by all means to bow me to him, and 
to his way. But my Neighbours were ge- 
nerally kind, and loving to me; and they 
knew that this Office was wrongfully impo- 
ſed on me. And one of them, who had 
ſerved that Office the Year before, offered 
me, that for Ten Shillings, he would-con- 
tinue it, and ſerve it for me, and in my 
ſtead; and acquit me of it. Which offer [ 
hearing, and not duly weighing the mat- 
ter; but conſidering that the Trouble 
would be.more than the value of the Money 
he asked: + Fooliſhly made an agreement 
with him, not thea minding my Teſtimony 

which I ſhould have born for the Truth, in 

the Execution of that Office. © 

Not long after this, I met with one 


Francis Green, who was a Journy-man, or 
Curate under the aforeſaid Prieſt Anderton. 
This Man, it ſeems, had long deſired to 
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; try his skill upon me; not doubting to pre- 
a vail over me, who appeared ſo plain and 
Rn mean. When we met, he ſet forthat large- 
1 what abundance of Love he had to me; and 
made great Proteſtations what he would da 
for me, to do me good. I told him, I did 
not deſire any thing of him. Yet he preſſed 
me very much to come to him at his Lodg- 
ing; and intreated me with much importu- 
nity. I told him, I had no Buſineſs with 
him, that I knew of, Yet nevertheleſs, to 
anſwer his deſire, it was likely I might call 
upon him, when I paſſed that way. _ 
After I had more throughly weighed 
the matter, I ſaw his words were but 
feigned, and deceitful. Wherefore it came 
into my Heart, to write a few Queries, 
and ſend them to him, before I went to 
him my ſelf. | 
Thoſe Queries were concerning the 
general Rule of Faith and Life; which the 
Prieſt had aſſerted to be the Scriptures 
only. And the Tendency of them was to 
ſhew, that the Saints of old, before the holy 
Scriptures were written, had; and all 
: Men fince, even where the Scriptures have 
25 not yet come, have a ſufficient Rule, to 
guide them, in their reſpective duties, 
nc || both to God and Man: And that That 


Yd : Rule was the Divine Light, ſhining 1 In their, 
8 own Hearts and Conſciences. 9 
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 _ _ I incloſed them in 4 few Lines to the 


" Francis Green, | | 
— QEEiog thou haſt pretended ſo much 
good will towards me, and haſt been 
© yery importunate with me to come unto 
© thee, uhng many verbal Proteſtations of 
© Love; telling me, thou would'ſt Sacri- 
© fice thy Blood to do me good, and the 
© like (the vanity of which words of thine 
I ſhall not much meddle with, but leave 
© it to him who knoweth thy Thoughts:) 
© I thereupon tell thee, that if the Lord 
© hath given any Gift freely unto thee, to 
© doothers good; ſurely then Thou ought- 
© eft as freely to Communicate it, and not 
© Sell it, ae Thou and thy Maſter do. But 
© becauſe of thy fair pretences, I thought 
© it convenient to Propound to Thee theſe 
© few Queries; that by thy Anſwer there- 
I unto, I may be ſomewhat ſatisfied, con- 
© cgerning thy knowledge in Spiritual things. 
© For I have ſome Ground to queſtion, 
© whether thy knowledge is from the ſame 
principle which the Apoſtle Paul, and 
© the Saints of old witnefſeds Which was 
© fromthe Light that-ſhined in their Hearts, 
© and gave them the knowledge of the Glory 
* of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
44.6. Now ſeeing Chriſtians ought. to 
Ade always ready to give an Answer "2 
1 # _ 2 unto 
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© nnto every Man that asketh them a Ret © = 

© ſon of the Hope that is in them; and 

© that with meekneſs and Fear: I think * 

© have ground (eſpecially conſidering what 

Thou pretendeſt) to expect from thee, an 
. © Anſwer to theſe Queries, 


1 lt 3 0. &. 
1664. 
This was delivered to the ſaid Francis 

See by one that was preſent when 

he made ſo much ado at me to come to his 

Lodging. And I having occaſion to go 

that way afterwards, did then call upon 

him, and asked him, if he had not received 

a Paper with Queries from me. He ſaid, 

he had; and ſhewed it me; and invited me 

to go in with him then: But I told him, 

I could not ſtay at that time; but did ex- 
| pet a plain Anſwer in Writing, So I left 

im: but did never receive one Word i in 
Writing from him. 

Soon after this I happened to meet 
with the Maſter Prieſt, James Anderten 
himſelf, near my Houſe ; "and he preſently 
fell to railing on me, though it was in the 
open Street; calling me Heretick over and 
over, becauſe I could not own the Letter 
of the Scriptures to be the only Rule of 
Faith and Life, neither could on his Sa=. 
craments, as he called them. And ſo hot 
he wal that he ſaid, if the Law of the 
C 8 Nation 
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Nation did command it, he would be one 
of the firſt that ſhould ſet a Fagot to an 
| HereticF's Tail. Whereby he plalaly ma- 

nifeſted an Antichriſtian, Perſecuting Spi- 

Tit. And although, for want of Power, 

* he could not go to Fire and Fagot; yet as 
far as he had Power, he ceaſed not conti- 
nually to purſue me, and do me all the miſ- 
chief he could; for all his deceitful, and 
flattering pretences of Love and Kindneſs 
before; of which his malicious Proſecutions 
and Perſecutions of me, ſome account ha- 
ving been formerly given, in a little Book 
Entituled , The Tree known by it's Fruits, 
Printed in the Year, 1667. I may here 
recount ſome Particulars thereof, in ſub- 
ſtance as followeth. _ 

About the beginning of the ath Month, 
1665. One Wiliam James of Denford , 
(called a Juſtice of the Peace) Dining with 
this Prieſt Anderton at his Houſe in Boxford, 
the Prieſt took that opportunity to com- 
plain to him againſt me, for not coming 

to hear him. Whereupon the Juſtice ſent 

for the Churchwarden (fo called) whoſe 

Name was Simon Goddard, and Examined 
him, if he ſaw Oliver Senſens at Church the 

three laſt Sundays: Who anſwering, that 

he did not fee me there; the Juſtice made 
him Swear it. And then the faid Juſtice 
ames preſently made a Warrant, and ſent 


LY the * requiring him to bring 
me 


. 
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me before him. In the Warrant it was 

- expreſſed, That Infor mation and Complaint 
had been made upon Oath before him, that 

Oliver Sanſom did neglect to come to the Pa- 
riſh-Church, to hear Divine Service, &c. For 
which cauſe he did require me to come 
before him; to ſhew ſome Reaſon for this 


neglect; or elſe to Pay Three Shillings to 
the uſe of the Poor, &c. 


BY | 
When I was brought before him, I de- 
clared the Cauſe and Reaſon, wherefore 
I could not come to that Worſhip. And 
4 then added, That though I did not come 
5 there; yet I did in Sincerity Worſhip the 
# true God, according as he had perſuaded - 
- my Heart and Conſcience : and ſurely (ſaid 
I) no Man ought to be puniſhed for ſo do- 
„ ing. I told him alſo, that I did belie te 
; he did deſire Liberty of Conſcience him- : 
h ſelf, to Worſhip God as he was perſuaded ; 
, and not to be compelled to Act contrary 4 
* to his own Conſcience: And therefore he 
g ought to allow it to me. | 95 
t But notwithſtanding what I could ſay 
ſe unto him, he iſſued forth his Warrant to 
d diſtrain, and make Sale of my Goods. 
je Whereupon, on the 13th Day of the 4th 
at Month, 1665. Thoſe Officers unto whom 
le the Warrant was directed, went to the 
ce Prieſt's Houſe, to conſult with him about 
nt the Execution thereof; who ſoon ſet 
1g them in a way. 23 2 then they (viz. James 
4 * Fs 
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Basford Conſtable, Wiliem Knight Tithing” 


Man, John Ironmonger and Simon Goddard 


Churchwardens (ſo called) and John Winch 
Overſeer of the Poor) having ſome of the 
_ Prieſts Children with them, came to my 
Houſe; and bringing with them the Prieſt's 
Scales, weighed out Twelve Tods of my 
Hay: which the Prieſt bought of them, 
for Three Pence the Tod; and ſent his 
Man, and fetched it away. 
But this is fit to be noted in this Caſe, 
that this unjuſt Prieſt, who thus bought 
my Hay (which was wrongfully taken from 
me) at Three Pence the Tod, had the 
Evil Conſcience to rate the Tithes of the 
fame Hay, at Six Pence the Tod (double 
price!) and ſued me for it at that rate, 
and recovered. the trebleWalue upon me, 
and made a Prey of my Goods for it; as 


» Shortly after, the Prieſt, meeting 
fell on me about bis Tithes, as he calle 
them; and could not forbear Threatning 
What he would do to me, if I did not Pay 
him. He ſaid, he would toſs me from 
one Place to another, and would throw 
me into Priſon. I asked him, If he were 
the Man that had complained againſt me 


| ” to. Juſtice James. He ſaid, He had com- 


plained ant me; and would do ſo again. 
Nad further, ſaid he, For every Sunday 
aceforth, that thon doſt neglect to come 
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oF OLIVER SANSOM. 33 
to Church, thou ſhalt be as ſure to pay 
Twelve Pence, as thy Hat is on thy Head. 
And accordingly he drove on. 

For on the 25th Day of that 4th Month 
1665. I was Excommunicated, as I was 
informed, for not Paying the Steeple hole 


- "FX, 
Month 1665. 


And on the 25thof the5th 
He procured another Warrant againſt me, 

from the ſaid Juſtice James, requiring my 
Appearance before him, to ſhew Reaſon 

for my not going to the Pariſh Church, ſa 

called. But I being from home at that 

time, viſiting my Suffering Friends, who . 4 
who were then Priſoners in Reading Goal; 4 
before I returned home, the time prefix 1 
for my Appearance was paſt, ſo that I 

did not appear upon that Warrant. But 

as Evil will commonly think the worſt, I: I 
ſuppoſe they thought I had abſented mY. = -M 
ſelf on purpoſe, that- the Warrant "Ip 1 
not be ſerved on me. For ſhortly after 4 
the ſaid Wiliam James, (being ſpurred on -2 
by my envious Adverſary, the Prieſt) iſſued 
forth another Warrant againſt me, in ch: © © + 
ſtrict Terms, as if I had committed ſ6me:- 
heinous Crime : whereas the only Marter 
they had to charge me with, was m not 5s 
going to hear the Prieſt. Whiek® Wes 
fant, becauſe it was in an vauſuaE1 7 
here give the Copy of. SOS; 
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To the Conſtable and Tithing- - 
iS man of Boxford, or to either 
ww Hereas Information and Complaint hath 
WY been made and given in unto me upon 


Oath), that Oliver Sanſom, Reſident in your 
Pariſh , did upon the Second, the Nimth , the 
Sixteenth, and the Three and twentieth Days 
of this preſent July, being Sundays, neglect to 
came to your Pariſh Church, to hear Divine 
Service, contrary to the Laws in that Caſe made 
aud provided: Theſe are therefore in His Ma- 


ey, Name, to Charge and Command you, 


and every of you, to require the ſaid Oliver 
Sanſom to appear, and in caſe of his Refuſal, to 
bring him before me, and others His Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace of this County, at our 
petty Seſſions to be holden at Newbery this 
gent Thurſday, And in caſe he ſhall hide 
out of the way, ſo that you cannot give him 
notice perſonally of this Warrant before our ſaid 
Petty Seſſions, that then as ſoon as you ſhall meet 


him, you Attack him, and forthwith bring him 
before me, that if be can, he may 


ſhew ſome 
reaſonable Excuſe for this his Neglect, and to 
be provided to make due Proof thereof, Or 
elſe to pay 4 8. to the uſe of the Poor of your 


Pariſh, and to be further dealt withal, as to 


Law and Juſtice doth appertain. Hereof fail 


* 
* 
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1 5 Milliam James. 


When the Conſtable had received this 
Warrant, he told me the Day of Appear- 
ance was on Tueſday following: but there- 


in he did Miſtake; and by that Means the 


Petty Seſſions was paſt, before I had ſight 
of the Warrant: And although it was the. - 
Conſtable's Fault, that I did not appear at 


the Time and Place mentioned in the War- 


rant; yet he, fearing the Diſpleaſure of- 
the Juſtice, compelled me to go with him” 
afterwards to his Houſe at Denford. Where 


when I came, much Diſcourſe paſſed be- 
tween the Juſtice and me, concerning Wor- 


ſhip, and Compelling thereto. - But all that. 
was faid to him, was in vain : for he was 
reſolutely bent, to proſecute the Work the, 
Prieſt had put him upon. And after tw. 

or three Days, he ſent another Warrant, 
to Diſtrain my Goods. Whereupon thoſe, * 
Officers, which were call'd, the Church-, 
wardens, with the Tithingman, came to 
my Houſe, on the 16th of the 6th Month 
called Auguſt, 1665.. when no body was at 


home; and going into my Barn, they took 


away my Winnowing Fan, which was worth 
85. and carried it to the Prieſt's Houſe, 
while I, with my Family, was in the Field 


at Harveſt- work. | Within 
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not at your Peril. Dated at Denford in the 


| ſaid County, the 25th of July, Anno Dom. 
1665. | 
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Within a few Weeks after this, the ſaid 
Juſtice James ſent another Warrant, tore- 


| Sure my Appearance before him again, to 


ew ſome reaſonable Excuſe for my not 


coming to their Worſhip. Which when I 


| heard of, I conſidered that my appearing 
before him was for no other End, but to 


make his further Proceedings againſt me 
ſeem the more Legal: For whatſoever I 
Aid to him, when I was before him, he 
reſolved to go on to anſwer the Prieſt's 


Deſign. Wherefore I went to the Tyth- 


ingman, who had the Warrant, and told 


him I did not intend to appear perſonally : 


but would ſend my Anſwer in Writing, and 


bis is a Copy of it. 1 0 


MMiliam Janes, 


; Hereas I have been accuſed or com- 
* plained of to thee, for neglecting 


©to Come to the Pariſh-Church, &c. And 
©thereupon thou haſt ſent a Warrant, to 
©require me to come before thee, to ſhew 


ſome reaſonable Excuſe for the ſame, &c. 


Theſe are therefore to Certifie thee, or 


© any other that ſhall queſtion me on that 
© Account, That I have not only Reaſon to 
© plead for me in this Matter: but I have 


i the Law of God, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


t and the Teſtimony of the Saints, and Peo- 
ple of God, recorded in the Holy Scrip- 
35 eee 


of OLIVER SANSOM.. 37 
© tures, and alſo the Witneſs of God in 
© my. own Conſcience, to plead on my be- 
© half in this Matter. Whereby I have 
« Aſſurance, That a Perſecuting Church is 
© a falſe Church, which I ought to deny, 
© and turn from. And the Lord hath given 
me Patience, to endure what he is plea- 
© ſed to permit unreaſonable Men to do un- 
© to me. For all men have not Faith, 2 Theſſ. 
© 3.2. And again, The Devil ſhall caſt ſome 
© into Priſon, Rev. 2.10. Tea, and all that 
© will live godly in Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer Per- 
© ſecution, 2 Tim. 3. 12. And ſeeing there 
© is no Matter of Fact that I am accuſed 
© of, ſo far as Iunderſtand, and I have been 
© Summoned to appear at the Biſhop's Court 
© upon the fame Account, and there I am 
© liable to Anſwer : though I do not con- 
© tema any Authority, yet if no Matter of 
Fact be proved, nor ſo much as Charged 
«© againſt me; I ſuppoſe I am not liable to 
© a Tryal at two Courts, for the fame 
© Thing. But if any Matter of Fact can 
© be charged againſt me, Commanding my 
© Accuſers to be preſent, and I will ap- 
© pear to Anſwer at any time, if the Lord 
permit. | Oliver Sanſom. 2» 

When the Juſtice had received this Let. 
ter, he without more ado, iſſhed out ano 
ther Warrant for Diſtraining my Goods; 
unleſs I would pay Four Shillings, for not 
Coming to their Worſhip ; Which I not 
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| having Freedom to do, Simon Goddard (one 
of them they call Church-wardens) came 
to my Houſe on the zoth of the 8th Month, 
00g and diſtrained, and carried away a 
good new Harrow, worth Seven Shillings. 
Again, towards the latter End of the 
Tenth Month, 1665. the ſaid Juſtice James 
iſſued out another Warrant, of like Im- 
port with the former. Upon which the 
 faid Simon Goddard came again, on the 29th 
Day of that Month, and took away two 
Peter Diſhes, for my not going to their 
Worſhip. Thus they took away my Goods 
three ſeveral times, for my not Going to 
their Place of Worſhip, after I was, by 
Excammunication, ſhut-out, and debarred 
from Coming thither. | 
And the ſaid William Fames (called the 
Juſtice) did blame the Officers for not ſel- 
ling my Goods, and threaten'd to puniſh 
them, if they did not ſell them. And 
when they alledged, that they could not 
ſell them to the worth: He told them, If 
the Goods were worth Twenty Shillings, 
and they ſold them for Five Shillings, he 
would bear them out in it. Which ſnew- 
ed he had but little Juſtice in him. 
On the 25th Day of this roth Month, 
1665. as I lay in Bed in the Morning early, 
I heard as it were an audible Voice, which 
faid unto me; Take no Care for thy Buſineſs ; 
for thou muſt go to Priſon for three OO” 
92 There- 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 29 i 
'Thereupon I preſently aroſe, and related KB 
to my Family what I had ſo plainly heard: 
And we all thought, that if I went to Pri- 
ſon, it would be for not paying the Prieſt, © 
he having ſo often threatned me. So I let 
it paſs for the preſent, being given up in 
my Mind to Suffer, if the Will of the Lord 
were ſo. | 6 
Three days after, a Miniſtring Friend 
came to my Houſe, to viſit me; And I 
_ deſired him, if it ſtood with his Freedom, 
to have a Meeting there that Evening : 
becauſe ſeveral of my Neighbours had told 
me, That if ever there ſhould be a Meet- 
ing at my Houſe, if they had Notice of it, 
they would come to it. The Friend con- 
ſeating, I ſent my Servants, both Man and 
Maid, to acquaint all my Neighbours there- 
with, both in that Town, and alſo in a 
Village which was near ; and I bid them 
deliver their Meſſage thus ; That if they 
had any Deſire to hear the Truth declared, 
they might come to my Houſe at ſuch an 
Hour that Evening. There was not one 
Family, beſides the Prieſts, but was invi- 
ted. But I thought the Prieſt might prove 
a troubleſome Gueſt : and therefore nei- 
ther he, nor any of his Family were invi- 
ted. But moſt of my Neighbours came, 
eſpecially the Men; and the Room was 
full: and the Friend declared: the Truth, 
for near the ſpace of an Hour, to the great 
Satisfaction of the People, While 
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40 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
_ "While thus we were ſolemnly aſſembled: 
© together, and were exerciſed in that which 


* 
— N 
3 

f 


was indeed Divine Service; the Prieſt, be- 
ing at home in his own Family, and o- 


3 thers with them, playing at Cards, had 
F _ Tidings brought him 


'Whereupon leaving their Card-playing, 
the Prieſt ſent immediately for the Tyth- 
ingman, who dwelt near, to come away 
forthwith, and break up the Meeting. But 


neither he, nor the Conſtable, was at home; 


for they were both of them at my Houſe, 
peaceably aſſembled with many others in 


the Meeting; not in the leaſt ſuſpecting, 


that the Prieſt would be ſo wicked, as to 
make a Diſturbance. But when the Prieſt 
ſaw he could not get any Officer, to do 


- his work for him; he came himſelf to my 


Houſe; having his Card-Players with him: 
and he began to threaten the People, that 


they ſhould all go before the Juſtice on the 
Morrow. Some of the People, being ſo 
threatned, were afraid, and would have 


gone away. But one Francis Doily (who 
was then the Prieſt's Journyman (or Curate 
kept the Door, and told them, he muſt 
know who they were, before they went 
The Friend was declaring the Truth, 


when the Prieſt with his Company of Card- 


Players, came in : and the Prieſt inter- 
rupted the Friend in his Speaking, de- 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. ar 
manding of him his Name and Place of 
Abode ; and charged the Conſtable to ſee. 
him (and one other Friend, a Stranger, 
that accompanied him) forth coming the 
next Morning. Then the Prieſt going a- 
way, called forth the Conſtable after him, 
and commanded him privately, to ſet a 
Guard of Men upon the two Strangers, to 
keep them until the Morning. But ſome 
of the People, over- hearing what the Prieſt 
had faid to the Conſtable, and diſliking 
theſe Doings of the Prieſt, came to the 
two Friends, and (in Kindneſs to them ) 
thruſt them out at another Door into the 
Orchard, that the Conſtable might not ſee 
them, it being pretty late in the Evening. 
By which means, when the Conſtable, not 
daring to diſobey the Prieſt, came in a- 
gain, much againſt his will, to apprehend 
the Friends, he could not find them: at 
which he was glad, and ſo paſſed away. 
Early next Morning, the Prieſt ſent one 
Lodowick Yeomans, the Pariſh-Clark (whe 
had enviouſly oppoſed the Truth) to give 
Information of this Meeting to Wilkam- 
James, the Juſtice (ſo called :) who there- 
upon forthwith ſent. his Warrant to the 
Conſtable of the Hundred, to bring the 
Conſtable and Tythingman of Boxford,; and 
as many more as the ſaid Lodomict cd 
Name, that were at the Meeting, to sy- i 
pear before him and other Juſtices . — 1 
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| on the zoth Day of the roth 
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1 Remarkable Teſtker of the L. 


Peace, at the Three Swans, in Hungerford, 


onth, 


1665. 
I being particularly named | in the War- | 


E rant, went with the reſt : And they in- 


tended to have taken my Servaat-man alſo; 
but they having miſtaken his Name i in the 
Warrant, he went not with us. 

When we came thither, we were brought 
before three Juſtices, to wit, John Elmes, 


William Dormer, and the ſaid William James; 


but not all together: (for I was not ſuffer- 
ed to be preſent when the others were 
called, but was kept by my ſelf in a Room 
at a diſtance.) 

Firſt, they called the Conſtable and the 
"Tythingman of Boxford, and the others 


E that were brought with them; but they 


wanted a Witneſs to Convict them: for 
they had but one Witneſs (the Pariſh Clark) 


and they ought to have two. Wherefore 
E 1 a Poor Man amongſt the Company, 
they 
ſet him free, if he would turn Informer, 
and upon his Oath give them the Names 


tampered with him; promiſing to 


of the reſt of his Neighbours, whom he 
had ſeen at the Meeting: Which the Poor 


Man, for fear of Suffering himſelf, pre- 


ſently did. 
br by this means Convicted them, 
they then called for me laſt of all. And 
len 1 came before them, they ae” 
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J OLIVER SANSOM. 43 
me much to diſcover the Names of the 
two Strangers, that were at that Meeting 
at my Houſe: urging, that thereby I might © 
free my ſelf from Suſpicion of entertain- 
ing Jeſuits, or other dangerous Perſons. I 1 
told them they were Friends of mine, . and 
well known to be Honeſt Men ; and were 
never ſuſpected to be-Jeſuits, or dangerous 
to the Peace of the Government, or of 
doing Injury or Harm to any. They re- 
plied, my Words would not ſatisfie them, 
nor Clear my ſelf: for (ſaid they) if they 
were. honeſt Men, why did I fear to tell 
their Names? Becauſe ( ſaid I) I would not 
occaſion their Suffering : But (added I) f you 
will Promiſe me , that they ſhall not be trou- 

| bled, or moleſted for it, I will preſently tell 
you their Names, Then William Dormer pro- 
miſed for himſelf and the reſt, that if they 
were honeſt Men, they ſhould not be med- 
led with: whereupon I told them both 
their Names, and where they lived. And 
he was as good as his word: for they were 
not medled with. : 
After Examination, they proceeded to 
impoſe Fines. And firſt they Fined James 
Basford the Conſtable (becauſe he was Con- 
ſtable) Ten Shillings; and cauſed him to 
pay it down preſently. The reſt they. - 
Fined Twelve-pence a- piece. But when - 
they came to me, becauſe I would not 
ſtoop uader them, as the Others did, to | 
= promiſe . 
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pPromiſe to go to no more Meetings (and 


markable Paſſuges of the Life 


to confeſs my ſelf Guilty, as an Offender 
in that, which, in the Sight of God and 


af all juſt Men, was no Offence, ) they 
 Fined me Five Pounds: or toendure three 


Months Impriſonment, as for the firſt Of- 
fence (as they called it) upon the Act for 
Baniſhment. And I not conſenting to pay 
the Fine, was committed Priſoner to the 
County-Goal at Reading,for three Months. 

No did I call to Mind, and thankfully 
acknowledge, the Goodneſs of the Lord 
unto me; in fore-ſhewing me of this three 


- Month's Impriſonment, by that Voice which 


I had heard, as I lay in my Bed, three 
Days. before. SITE HEALS. 


Within four Days after my Impriſon- 


ment, the ſaid Juſtice James ſent his War- 
rant for my Man-Servant (whoſe Name 
was William Cowleſs) and committed him 
to the Houſe of Correction at Abingdon, 
for four Months, calling this his Second 
Offence upon the Act for Baniſhment : For 
he, having been taken at another Meet- 


ing, had been committed not long before 
to the Houſe of Correction at Reading, and 


was but lately Diſcharged from thence. 
And herein their Injuſtice to him, Unkind- 


neſs to me, and Severity to us both ap- 


Priſon, for being in his Maſter's Houſe, 
"Where his Place, as a Servant, 5 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 45 
him to be. To me, in ſending my Man 
to Priſon, when they had ſent me to Pri- 
ſon juſt before; thereby leaving me deſti- 
tute of a Man to look after my Buſineſs. 
To us both, in Impriſoning us at ſuch a 
Diſtance one from the other, that we could 
not be any ways helpful one to the other. 
And indeed, I ſoon wanted help: for I 
had not been long in the Priſon before! 
fell Sick, and continued ill and weak for 
about to Weeks tim. 
And now, not being ſo mindful and re- 
gardful, as I ſhould have been, of that 
Warning, and Charge which the Lord 
had ſo wonderfully given me, Not to be 
thoughtful, in my Impriſonment, of my 
Outward Concerns at home; as I began 
a little to recover, I let the Cares thereof 
enter my Heart, taking thought what 
poor Wife would do with my Buſineſs, 
my Man being in Priſon as well as my ſelf, 
and ſhe left deſtitute of fit Help. Where- 
fore, having obtained leave of the Keeper, 
I went privately home, that I might be 
helpful to my Wife, in Advice and Coun- 
fel at the leaſt. „32300 
But the Journey being too hard for me 
(Eighteen Miles on foot, in the Winter- 
Seaſon}, and I but weakly) I took Cold 
again, and my Sickneſs returned, and was 
very ſore upon me: ſo that I was nigh un- 
to Death. Then cried I unto the Dore 3 
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46 Remarkable Paſſages of the If 
for Help, beſeeching him to give me a lit- 
tle Strength; that I might be but inabled 
to get to my Priſon again: and then 1 
"ſhould be ſatisfied to die, if he had ſo ap- 
pointed. Oh! It was a fore Trouble and 

| Exerciſe to me, to be thus out of my Place; 
and to be ſo ſeized, as I was, with Sickneſs 
and Weakneſs, as not to be able to return 
back again : whereby, inſtead of being 
aſſiſtant to my Wife, I was but an Hin- 
drance to her; and brought great Grief and 
Trouble on her, ſeeing me in that weak 
Condition, like to die, and ſhe could not 
have the Help of her Neighbours, becauſe 
ſhe was afraid to let them know that I 

Was at home, leſt it might bring Blame 
upon the Goaler. But after two or three 
Weeks time, it pleaſed the Lord, in his 
tender Mercy, to abate my IIIneſs, and 
give me ſome Strength; and then, as ſoon 
as might be, I got privately back to my 
Priſon again. And glad I was, when I 
was gotten thither ; intending for the fu- 
ture never todo the like again : but to reſt 
ſatisfied in my Sufferings; and to reſign up 
All unto the Lord, who ſaves all thoſe, Fe 
that put their whole Truſt in him. 4 

It was weightily upon me to record this PI. 
=: Paſſage, as a thankful Remembrance of the no! 

Lord's Mercy, and goodneſs to me there- 

4 in. And I deſire it may be à Caution to | bet 
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all tender Friends, who may have the 
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ledge of ity to caſt their Care upon the 
Lord, and lean ſolely upon him, whatever 


their Exerciſe or Suffering may be. But to 


proceed. 


When my three Months Impriſonment 
at Reading was at an end, I was Diſchar- 


fore and went home. But long I was not 


uffered to enjoy my Liberty there. For 


on the Firſt Day of the Fifth Month 1666, 
I being, with other of my Friends, peace; 


ably aſſembled at the Houſe of one Bartho- 


lomew Malam in Lamborn Woodlands ,. to 


wait upon and worſhip the Lord; we were 


violently haled out of our Meeting, by 
armed Soldiers of the Trained-Band, under 


the Conduct of Charles Garrard, their Cap- 


tain; and many of us carried to Lamborn, 


before Humphry Hide, Thomas Garrard, and 
Charles Fettiplace, called Juſtices ; who com- 


mitted Eleven of us to Priſon, viz. Seven. 


to the Houſe of Correction at Abingdon, 
and Four more ( whereof I was one) to 
the Common- Goal at Reading, for three 
Months, upon the Act for Baniſhment; 
where JI continued a Priſoner very near 
Fourteen Weeks. „ 

And when I was ſet free from that Im- 


not long before my old Adverſary, Prieſt 
Anderton, gave me another toſs (as he had 
before threatned to do.) For though I ne- 
ver went to hear this Prieſt, nor ever had 


one 


- 


priſonmeat, and came home again; It wass 
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one Penyworth of Service from e 

was he always reſtles till he hac, ine 
evil way or other, gotten away my ds 
from me, for his pretended wages; ruling 
by force and Cruelty over the Conſciences 
of Men, like thoſe whom the. Prophet was 
fent to cry Woe againſt, Ezek. 34. Where- 
fore I think fit to ſet forth ſome more of 


his Proceedings againſt me, after I was 


gome home from my Second Impriſonment 


in Reads 


Hs, | | | 
_ Firſt, 1 Summoned by a Supena to 
appear in the Court of Exchequer at Weſt- 
minſter, at his Suit, in the Ninth Month, 
1666. Where when I appeared, accord- 


found none to Proſecute me, or lay any 
thing to my vere of For then, his mind 
changing, he would n 

ther in that Court. 7 
But in a few Months after, he procured 
1 Warrant, called a Juſticias, from the 
Sheriff, out of the County-Court; and 
with that Warrant he ſent two Bayliffs, 


kept in the Bayliff*s hands at Newbery, and 
put my Cows in the Pound at Boxford, 
and locked them in: And ſo Hard-hearted 
were both Prieſt and Bayliffs, that they 
took no care, nor gave any order that the 

Cows ſhould have meat given them : 

So that if I had not carried Fodder to _ 
ola =o 


ing to the expreſs Words of the Writ, I 


ot proceed any fur- 


who took away my Horſes, which they 
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the Cattle might have ſuffered much, and 
have NET "This coming to the Hans 
ing o 


one of my Relations, he (unknown 
to me) went to the Under-Sheriff, and 


| 2 his word, that the Cattle ſhould 
e 


forth coming when he ſhould demand 


them: And thereupon, after they had been 


ſo detained for the ſpace of Eight Days, 
they were returned to me again. 

On the 8th Day of the 2d Month, 1667, 
The Sheriff kept his Court at Abi don, 
whither this Prieſt (my Adverſar "3; re- 


paired: and his Lawyer drew forth 'a De- 


claration agaiaſt me, wherein were con- 
tained many Untruths. Then ſome of my: 
Relations cauſed an Attorney to give an 
Appearance: And the Attorney's Opinion 

was, That the Prieſt could not have a 
Tryal for Tythes in that Court. After, 
which, I heard no more of this proceed 


ing in four or five Months; ſo tbat I was 


ready to think, the Prieſt had let fall his 
Suit there alſo. But on the 26th of the, eth | 

Month 1667. He ſtole (as I may ay) a 
Tryal in the ſame Court. For it was ſo 
ſubtilly, and privately carried on, that E 
had no certain Knowledge of, i it, before 
the Bailiff came upon me with an Execu- | 
tion: and that too was early the- next 
Morning after the Tryal. The Balliff s 
Name was Richard Smith; who ruſhing; fa 


| deny in, ſearched my: Houſe, and took 


away 


1 
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$ away Three Pounds in Money; and drove 
away all my Cows and Sheep, amounting 
in all to the value of Thirty Pounds, or 
thereabouts 3 though the ſingle Value, 
c which the Prieſt ſued for, was but Six 
= Pounds and Eight Shillings. „„ 
1 The Wickedneſs of this Prieſt was ſo 
great, that I am willing to hope there 
3 were few worſe in the Nation: For he 
8 was not only Greedy ; but exceeding En- 
vious. Inſomuch, that when a certain 
Man'of my Acquaintance, out of -natural 
Affection to me, did, without either my 
Confent or Knowledge, ſend to him by 
ſome of his Neighbours, Men dwelling in 
the Pariſh of Boxford, to let him know, 
That, if he would take two indifferent 
Men; and let them value what the Tythes 
of my Living was worth, he would engage 
to Pay it : The Prieſt would not accept 
of it; but ſaid, he would Root me out of the 
Town, or words to that Effect. And fo 
high was his Malice, that it made him 
not only break forth into thoſe bloody 
Expreſſions; as that, If the King would 
but grant a Law for it; he would be the 
firſt Man that would have me burnt; and 
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| that would ſet a Faggot to my Tail | © 
(which he 'nttered more than once:) but i 

alſo, after he had cauſed me to be Excom- h: 
municated, he told the People, That now a0 


none muſt have any thing to do with me, 
1 „ either 


Grind my Corn. 

Yea, this envious Prieſt threatued one 
Man that did uſe to Work for me, That 
if he did not leave off Working for me, 
he would preſent him into Oxford Court; 


and the Severity of the Law ſhould be 
proſecuted againſt him; and bid him Work 


for me again if he durſt. The poor Man, 
for fear of the Prieſt, left off, and did 

not dare to Work for me any longer at 
that time. But about a Year after, ha- 
ving forgot it ſeems the Prieſt's Threat- 
nings, he ventur'd to Work for me again, 
But the Prieſt had not forgot to deal wick · 
edly by him, as he ſoon found to his Coſt : 
for he was Preſented , and the Apparator 


came, and Summoned him to Appear at 


their Court; which ſo affrighted the Poor 
Man, that, being in doubt what the Iſſue 


of it might be, he gave the Apparator: 


Money to take it up, and agree the Mat- 
ter, that he might have 20. rü Trou- 
ble about it. 

Another Occaſion of id no. fall Diffe- 
rence happen'd between 15 "and me: 


which was this. The Tower of his Wor- 


ſhip-Houſe (called by him, The Church 


had formerly fallen down; and my H 


adjoyning to that which they call 355 


Church-Yard, the Rubbiſh thereof lay ſo A 
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either to Buy, or Sell, or the like; and | 
therefore the Miller "was forbidden to 
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high againſt the Side of my Houſe, that 
it did me much hurt. Wherefore i took 
my Mattock, and went to dig a Trench, 


TTY 5 
1 


or Gutter under the Eaves of my Houſe, 


on that Side next the Grave-Yard. But 
when the Prieſt ſaw me at Work there, 
he came at me with open Mouth, as if be 


would have devoured me, and violently 


took my Mattock from me : and not only 


ſo, but threw down my Garden Bounds 
Con that Side which was next the ſaid 
Grave-Yard ) flat on the Ground; and 
8 the Trench I had digged to be filled 

And ſo great a Clamour and Noiſe 


| ha made, that it drew ſeveral of the Neigh- 


bours in, to know what the Matter was. 


_ When he ſaw them flock in,- he in his 


Rage (thinking to ſtartle me) asked me 
before them, Whether I would own that 


Letter, which I had lately ſent him? I 
bid him Produce it, and read it to them: 


for I would aſſuredly own it. But he, 
ſeeing me not daunted at it, would not 
roduce it. Now true it was, that I had 


Aent him a Letter not long before; the 
Occaſion whereof -was this. 
After he had taken away my Goods for 

Tythes (as is before related) ſome of my 


Relations, ſeeing that my Goods were like 


to be Sold under-hand , made an Agree- 
ment with the Prieſt to pay him Twenty 


* and they t to take the Goods to * 
or 
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for as much as they could; intending (as 
they ſaid) to keep the Overplus Money 
for him till another time, if he ſhonld fall 
upon me again. This Agreement, between. 
the Prieſt and them, I was ſo far from 
having any hand in, or giving any Conſent 
or Countenance to, that I] endeavonred to 
the utmoſt of my power to hinder and 
withſtand it; as the Lord, who knows my 
Heart, bears me witneſs. And when this 
blind Bargain was thus patch'd up, and 
the Money paid, there was a General Re- 
leaſe, under the Prieſt's Hand and Seal, 
ſent to me; which I returned back to him, 
incloſed in the Letter he mentioned, which 
was of this tenour. 


James Anderton, 


Have lately received a General Re- 


© | leaſe under thy Hand and Seal. I 
much wonder thou waſt fo Impudent, as 
© firſt to ſteal my Goods, and rob my Houſe - 
© for Wages, though I never ſet thee at _ 
Work: And then deceitfuly thou makeſt 
as if I had paid thy Demands ; and 


© thereupon thou haſt acquitted me, Be it 3 
*known unto thee, thou Hypocrite, tat 
I never conſented to pay thee: any | 3 

thing; becauſe I owed thee nothing: | 

© and thy Releaſe I return back to thee 


© again, as a Teſtimony againſt thy Deceit. 
* But as for the Goods and Money that. 
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R £were by thee violently taken from me 
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I can look upon it to be no other than 
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| The 24th of the 8th 


© Theft and Robbery ; which will aſſured- 
ly be upon thy Account before the righ- 
© teous God, unto whom I have committed 
© my Cauſe : whoſe Truth and Servants 
© thou haſt reproached, and whoſe Wor- 
© ſhip thou haſt diſdainfully oppoſed. For 
© at Chewly, on the 10th Day of the 7th 
© Month; thou didſt prefer Card- play iug 
© before the true Worſhip of God. Oh 
© thou full of all Subtilty, how doſt thou 


© ord the right Way of God 1 Thou To 
4 | 


alt as aſſuredly feel the Vengeance 


© of God, and his fiery Indignation for 


© theſe things, as thou haſt done them; 
and with the Murderer, Swearer an 
2 1 ſhalt be ſnut out, except _— 
6 i 2 1 
Jpeedily repent. O Repent, Repent; 
thou canſt find a place. 
O. S. 
Month, 1667. 
POSTSCRIPT. 


* 4A ND now, James Anderton, conſider 
C with thy ſelf, what thou haſt 
© brought to Paſs, by thy ſtriving in Cru- 
© elty againſt me theſe four Years : Thou 
8 bal but made thy Folly manifeſt. Alas 


© what am I, that thou ſhould'ſt thus 
living 
God 


$ ſtrive againſt me ! But it is the 
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8 *©f God that is on my fide, and hath pre- 
| ſervetd me hitherto; living Praiſes be to 
his Name for ever. _ 6 
| In the Truth of God, unto which all muſt bow, 
At firſt I was not ſo Strong as Fm now. (ever: 
Holy Praiſes be to my Rock and Strength for 
For from bis Love no Earthly thing can ſever. 


O. 8. 


After this I had little more to do with 
_ him for ſome time, till the Court-Leet 
came, which was in the 2d Month 1668. 
to which being Summoned, I did appear 
there; and the Prieſt being there alſo, he 
ſoon fell upon me, Charging me with ha- 
ving printed Lies againſt him, in a Book, 
which he ſaid was almoſt filled with Lies. 
1 deſired him to inſtance in any one Par- 
ticular, and prove it falſe, if he could, 
before all the People; there being the 
chief Men of three or four Pariſhes. He 
would not give an Inſtance : but went on 
Exclaiming againſt me with a loud Voice; 
Saying, I held Erroneous Principles, and 
that I denied the Trinity, and the Sacra- 


J 


rr 


ments. I anſwered, That I denied no Prin- 
ciple of Religion that can be warranted 
by the Scriptures. But he not willing that 
I ſhould be heard, went on ſtill; and made a 


long clamorous Speech againſt me, uſing ma- | 


ny bitter reviling words. And not kacken 
5 wich 
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5 — Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
With that, he in his Fury, with his own hands, 
violently pluck'd my Hat from off my Head 
two ſeveral times, in the preſence of all the 
- People; and the laſt time kept my Hat from 
me for a-while. And thus he ſpent much 
ok the time, until he went to Dinner, en- 
deavouring, as much as in him lay, to ren- 
"der me odious and contemptible; gnd to 
1 make me a Gazing-ſtock to the whole Aſ- 
ſembly. But when the Prieſt was gone to 
Dinner, it came in my Mind to write a few 
-words, for the better Information, and Sa- 
tisfaction of the People: which I did in 
theſe: words : 


6 Hereas I Oliver Sanſom have this 
= + oY Day been charged by-James An- 
© derton,with Printing Lies in a Book againſt 
him; And alfo with holding Erroneous - 
Opinions: Both which Charges are abſo- 
* lutely Falſe and Untrue; as will plainly be 
© made appear, if he will but commit them 
to writing. And therefore | deſire it may 
be ſo done. But if he refuſe, may it not 
then be juſtly ſuſpected, that he cannot 
prove what he hath charged me with: Let 
— -< the wiſe in Heart judge. 


This is written, that things may be fairly 
' tryed; and falſe Reports ſtopped, 
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of OLIVER SANSOM:. 7 
This little Paper I faſtned to a poſt; in 


d the Middle of the great Hall, where the 
e Court was kept, that it might be ſeen and 
n read of all there preſent. And after it 
h had ſtuck there ſome time, and was pretty 
= / well viewed; one of the Company took it 
- down, and carried it up to the Prieſt. And 
0 whether it was, that he was ſenſible he 
— had overſhot himſelf, and was not willing 
0 to have his falſe Charges at that time fur- 
v ther opened; or that, having filled his Bel- 
1- ly, he was in a better Humour, I know 
g.- not: But all that Afternoon he carried 


himſelf more quietly towards me, and with 
a ſhew of Kindneſs. _ e 
E Mention was made how the prieſt baving : 
+ il taken away my Goods for Tithes, ſome of 
my Relations had made an Agreement with 
A him, and paid him Twenty Pounds, that 
they might have the Diſpoſal of the Goods, 
and keep the Overplus-Money for him un- 
til another time. One of thoſe Relations 
J Was Thomas Bunce, my Wifes Father; who 
ſome time after, obſerving that what he 
had done, had made me very uneaſie, and 
did but make the Prieſt more greedy af- - 
ter his Prey; was troubled in his Mind, 
ly that he had medled in that matter: and 
_ being deſirous to be rid of that Money 
which was left in his hands on that Oc- 
a. caſion, and to clear himſelf from being 
. iurther concerned therein, he ſent the 
is 8 0D 5 Mo- 
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_ TA Poſes of the Life 
- Moitey to the Prieſt and with it the fol- 
Wenz Letter. 55 tie | 


Mr. Anden, 
Hereas there did ariſe a Difference 
between you and my Son-in-Law, 
* Oliver Sanſom ;, which did grow to ſuch 
Zan Height, and on your part was mana- 
4 Sed with ſich Rigour : that about a Year 
0; you did cauſe his Houſe to be ſearch- 
and took away what Money was to 


5 
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4 
4 
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« be had ; and alſo ſeized; and drove away 


7 al his Sheep and Cows. W hereupon I 
© ſent my other Son in Law, Richard Vo- 


Fra. to aſſiſt my Friend, Jobn San * 
— make an Agreement t vou; fear- 
ing leſt vou ſhould make ſach a Spoil in 

© the Goods of the ſaid Oliver, as might 
s * be to his Undoing. And fo an Agree- 
z ment was concluded; and you being Paid 
©. 56ur Demands in Money, then the Goods | 
(that by your Procurement were taken ; 
** * away as aforeſaid) were by you delivered | 
into their hands; that is to ſay, to John | 
© Sanſom and Risbard Vokins : and the ſaid 
3 Goods being Sold, did ariſe to more 
* Money, than was paid to you for them. 
* The Overplus whereof being now in my 
Hand, and I conſidering ſeriouſly. with 
27 ſelf, that the Man from whom the 
© Goods were taken , detains his Tithes 


» ouly upon a Conſcientious Account; 
AZthere: 
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therefore 1 think he ſhould not be ſo 
hardly dealt with: For ſure I am it is 
«© contrary to the Doctrine and a 
© of Chriſt; which was to love Enemies, 
© and to forgive Treſpaſſes, as we defire- 
to be forgiven. And it is alfo contrary 


| © to the Apoſtles Practice, who. did not 

N make the Goſpel chargeable; for they te- 

© ſtified to them among whom they 1 

; ed, that they ſought not - theirs 

) © them. And ſeeing. you do te the | 2 ] 
7 _ © Scriptures to be your Rule, 1 deſire you - = 
I © would Compare your Pris with them... 
bo As for my part, I am ſorry that ever I 

A © medled with thoſe Goods, taken away 

— « by you on that Account and in that 

n © manner. And I do hereby let you know. 

t © that J do intend never to be concerned 

5 ein ſuch a Buſineſs again. In witne(s- 

d © whereof, I do herewith return the Over 

1s 0 plus-Money back _ to you; deſrins 1. 

n © may be as clear before the Lord, as I am- 

d © in doing wrong to you in this Matter. ey 

n | 8 

a | ROT Tong AER 

re e 3 
n. There was alſo another Letter written -- 
v; to the Prieft, upon the ſame Occaſion, by 7 
th Richard Vokins : ; who had been an Agent, or 2? 
ne Inſtrument in the before. mentioned Agree- 7 

es ment; And thus it Was: ST hh” 
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| Mr. Wa, | 

HESE are to let you * that 1 
intend never to be Inſtrumental 

4 © any way in making any more Agreements, 
; Or Compoſition between you and Ol:ver 
© Sanſom. For I ſee it doth on the one 


© hand but add Grief to his Sufferings; 


* * And on the other hand it encourages 

© you in your Oppreſſion and violent Do- 
« Ings. Therefore I adviſe you to take 
£ heed, and look to it : for he that doth 
4 Wrong ſhall receive of the Lord for the 
* Wrong he hath done; and there is no 
. reſpe& of Perſons with him. And be- 
£ ſides, I may tell you, that your Dealing 
©with us in that Compoſition, was not 


like a civil honeſt Man: for you did be- 


© forehand promiſe to bring a particular 
Account with you to Cheviey (where we 
© met you) what your Demands were, that 
0 you did ſue for. But when you ſhould 
© have produced it, you ſhuffled, and ſhift- 
© ed it off; pretending a Miſtake. How- 
« ever, to ſatisfie us, you did then and 


A © there punctually Promiſe , again and a- 


© gain, That Oliver ſhould have it of you, 
£ whenſoever he would deſire it; and there- 
© upon we did agree, and compoſe the 
4 Matter with you, and paid you Money; 
© fo. that you had your deſire. But when 


8 . did ask you to perform your Pro- 
i miſe, 62 
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© miſe, you did deny him, with theſe words 


ground, if it be but for that Cauſe, to 
deny any further Dealing with you: for 


1 0a 


- 4 laboured, with my utmoſt Diligence, to 


— 


>, 


v4 


© 1 bave done with that now. Meaning, be- 
like, that having got the Money, you, 
© had your Deſire : and did not intend 
to perform your Promiſe. But I muſt 
© tell you, that if you had not Promiſed, 
* and Covenanted in that manner, I ſup- 
© poſe we ſhould have made no Agree- 
© ment with you; however not at that 
time: for it would have been unreaſo- 
© nable for us to have Paid ſo much Mo- 
© ney, and not expect to know for what, 
© nor why, in the Particulars. And ſeeing 

© you have dealt ſo by us, I have juſt 


© plainly I have not often found the like 
© Deceit among the worſt of Men. 


Weſft-Charlow, Octo- | . 3 
ber 31. 1668. Richard V. okins. 


4 


Theſe Letters were firſt delivered to 
my own Father, in hopes that he alſo 
would clear himſelf, from being concerned 
any more, for the future, in the Contro- 
verſie between the Prieſt and me. For my 
Relations medling in it had been, and was 
a great Exerciſe and Trouble to me; and 


2 with them, to engage themſelves _ 
rom medling any more in this Matter for 


» 
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8 "Rematkable Paſſages of the Life 
my Father-in-Law and Brother-in-Law, as: 
 - aforeſaid (who both of them were after- 
E » wards Convinced of the bleſſed Truth, and 
E became honeſt Friends and Lovers of it:) 
I beſought my own Father alſo to do the 
like. But he for a while refuſed, intend- 
ing to make a further Agreement with the 
Prieſt; and for that End ſent ſeveral times 
to him, to invite him to meet him at 
ſome convenient place, that they might 
treat together about it. But when heſaw 
that the Prieſt kept off, and would not 
come to the ſpeech of him; he ſent to 
him; deſiring a particular Account of his 
Demands. F 
At length the Prieſt ſeit him a few 
words in Writing, after a ſlight manner; 
altogether infignificant as to Particulars : 
and therefore unſatisfatory to my Father. 
Wbhereupon ſeeing himſelf fo flighted, 
and his Expectation fruſtrated, my Father 
was offended with the Prieſt ; and became 
willing alſo to acquit himſelf of that Buſi- 
neſs : And thereupon, after he had labour- 
ed in it near three Months, he ſent both 
the Money and the Letters, which he had 
ſome time before received from my Father- 
in-Law Thomas Bunce, and my Brother-in- 
Law Richard Yokins, (which he had kept 
by him till now, that they might not an- 
ger the Prieſt, and render him leſs tractable 
in his intended Treaty with him;) and to- 
4. Gs gether 


© Richard Vokins; intending never any more t 


 Importunity) diſcharged themſelves of this 


and he thought I had moſt Right to it: 


ſt OLIVER SANSOM 


SY gether with them, he ſent the Prieſt a Ke 
Lines from himſelf alſo, in theſe words. 


M r. Anderton, 


We [ have received a Paper,con- 
taining a certain Value of Tithe 


© of Oliver Sanſom's; but nothing in Parti- 


culars, nor no Name ſubſcribed to it: 1 
© having received of my Friend Thomas 


© Bunce the Money that is left of the Goods ; 

© which you took away, I do herewith ſend Þ 

© it to you, with a Letter that came from 4 
© the ſaid Thomas Bunce ; and alſo one from 


to have any thing to do therein. ol with | 
. nay love to you, I nt 
vn gal. 


n 1. 1668. 
My Relations having thus Gbroogh my 


matter, it was greatly to my Satisfaction. 
But when theſe Letters were delivered to 
the Prieſt, he was very angry, and refuſed 
to take the Money. Whereupon the Neigh- 
bour that carried it to him, came to my 
Houſe, and throwing it down on the Ta- 

ble, ſaid, The Prieſt would not have it, 


and ſo left it, and went his way. But as 
for the Letters, the Prieſt ſaid he would 
keep them, to wipe his B.— with. Af 

er 
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64 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
After this, at the time called Eafter fol- 


lowing, the People of Boxford (where I 


lived) being gathered together in the Houſe 


they called their Church, to chooſe Officers 
for the Pariſh; the Prieſt took occaſion at 
that time, and in that place, to accuſe me, 
in a malicious manner before all the Peo- 
ple there aſſembled: and ſpake alſo con- 
temptuouſly againſt the Truth, and way of 
God, which I and my Friends made Profeſ- 
ſion of. Which when I heard of, I was much 
- Erieved, and felt a concern lieupon my Spi- 
kit, to write ſomething in Anſwer. there- 
uato, for the-Information and good of the 


People, and for the Vindication of the 


precious Truth from his flanderous Sug- 
_ geſtions; whereby he ſought to render both 
it, and them that profeſſed it, odious to 
his Auditory. And that which I wrote 
was as followeth. 


Friends and Nei gbbaurs, 


Orasmuch as James Anderton hath 
opened his Mouth wide, againſt the 
© Innocent People of God called Quakers 
{in general, and me in particular; but 
* chiefly againſt the Truth, which we pro- 
J feſs: Now it is well known to molt of 
vou, that his Enmity hath been openly 
© manifeſted towards me, both by Words 
* and Deeds. Yet he could never juſtly 

0 charge me with Evil. Aces, _ " 
a 


Mn 


* 
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* hath ſought: for it; to the Praiſe of the 
* God of my Life be it ſpoken: who by 
© his Grace hath preſerved me, by his own 
good Spirit hath led and ſtrengthened me 
© hitherto;bleſſed be his Holy Name for ever. 
* Now as to what he hath charged me 


with from the Printed Book; wherein 
- © ſome of his envious doings are laid open 
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g and diſcovered: For the Truth of what 
5 is therein contained, you know I need 
| © not go far for witneſſes; becauſe that 


many of you can teſtify, from your own _ 
© knowledge, that the greateſt part thereof 


is True. And as to that Paſſage, in the 
4 latter end of the ſaid Book, to wit, 
That he preferred Card- playing, before the 
true Warſhip of God; you know that in 
© your hearing he ſaid, that He did prefer 
© Card-playing an hundred times, before our 


Meetings, or Worſhipping of God. | 
l Now if it — 6 3 That the 
© true Worſhip of God is in that very way, 
© which we meet together to Worſhip him 
© in, and in that very way wherein we 
© meet together, and Worſhip God in, 
. is the true Worſhip of God performed: 
© Then it is evident, that he that ſpeaks 
f © againſt our Meetings, ſpeaks againſt tage 
true Worſhip of God. Bat it can be fo- 
| © proved, Therefore he that ſpeaks againſt 
7 
| 


our Meetings, ſpeaks againſt the true 
© Worſhip of God. - 1 * 


— 
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© For proof hereof, Firſt, we can and 
do in Truth teſtify, that we have the 
© Seal and Witaeſs of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in our ſelves, That in our Meetings we 
do Worſhip the only true God in Spirit 
© and ia Truth, according to the Words 
© of Chriſt, John 4. And therein we do 
© figd acceptance with him, and are alſo 
- © Ted and guided by the ſame Spirit, to do 
\'© thoſe things which pleaſe him. And as 
© many as become faithfully obedient there- 
© unto, come to know the effeQual working 
© of his mighty Power, to redeem them 
© from the Bondage and Captivity of Sin 
Land Death inwardly, and from a vain 
© Converſation outwardly: So as to live 
© Soberly, Righteouſly and Godly in this 2 
© preſent World. 128 
© Secondly, We do abide in the Doctrine 5 
© of Chriſt, and do keep his Command- |} ©! 
© ments; as might be largely evinced ac- 
© cording to the Scriptures of Truth. 
& Thirdly, Our Meetings are according 14 
© to the Examples of the Apoſtles and 27 


© Saints in the Primitive times; who wor- "1 
© ſhipped God in the Spirit, and rejoyced 85 
© in Chriſt Jeſus, and had no confidence in 4 
© the Fleſh: And if any thing was revealed : | 

( 


© to to him that ſat by, the Firſt was to 
hold his Peace; that all might be Com- 4 
= forted, and Edified in the Truth, 1 Cor. 


© 14+ 30. 


rs NT © Fourthly, 
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 _ © Fourthly, We are alſo come to witneſs the 


* fulfilling of the Scriptures, which were 
© ſpoken before by our. Lord and Saviour 
© Jeſus Chriſt, to wit, That againſt his 


Followers Perſecutors would ariſe, who 


© would ſay all manner of Evil againſt them 


for his ſake; And that they would caſt 


© them out of the Synagogues: Yea (ſaid 
he) the Time ſhall come, that whoſoever 
© killeth you will think he doth God Ser- 
© yice. | 

Now ſee, and mark well, whether 
© James Anderton be not exactly here point- 
ed at; as Firſt, For ſaying all manner 
© of Evil falfly. Secondly, For Excommu- 
© nicating, or Caſting out of his Synagogue. 
© And Thirdly, For putting to Death, if 
© he had Power to his will. For he hath 
© told me in plain Terms, That if the 
© King would but grant a Law, he would 


© be the Firſt Man that would ſet a Faggot 


to my Tail. A ſure ſign that he is not 
© a true Chriſtian, not a follower of Chriſt 
© Jeſus. For we have the Expreſs Teſti= 
© mony of the Apoſtle Paul, that all who 

will Live Godly in Chriſt Jeſns, ſhall ſuf- 
© fer Perſecution, not Perſecute, but be 
* Perſecuted. And as the Chriſtians of 
© old had theſe things done unto them: So 


© we have now the ſame done unto us; and 


© that, for no other Cauſe, but for Godly 
© Living, Innocent Walking, and bearing . 
1 : our 
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68 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life ; 
our Faithful Teſtimony for the Truth F 
* and Worſhip of our God, againſt all falſe F 
* Worſhips. And like as they of old did: þ 
© So we now for the ſame Cauſe, do take 4 
_ © joyfully the ſpoiling of our Goods; know- c 
4 

4 

4 

4 

£ 


ing in our ſelves that we have in Heaven 

* a better, and more enduring ſubſtance. 

© So that we are not terrified by our Adver- 

© faries: Which is to them an evident token of 

© Perdition;, but to us of Salvation, and that 
© from the Lord, Phil. 1. 28. 6 EY 


© So it is clear, HFrſt, By the witneſs 4 
© of the Spirit of Chriſt in our ſelves, 1 605 


John 5. 10. And by our Lives and Con- i 
© yerſations, wherein the Fruits thereof 

© appear. Secondly, By our keeping the. 
Commands of Chrift. Thirdly, By our * 
© Exerciſe and Practice in our Meetings. 


© And Foxrthly, By our Sufferings for Righ- 47 
© teouſneſs ſake, that our Meetings are of * 
„Cod, and that the worſhip performed f 


© therein, is the true worſhip of God. And | 
© therefore whoſoever ſpeaks againſt our 
© Meetings and Worſhip, ſpeaks agaiaſt the 
true Worſhip of God. | - 
| And whereas he ſays we are worſe than 
_- *©the Papiſts; I know no ground he has fo 
to ſay or think: Unleſs it be for this, 
(that the Pope and Papiſts firſt ſet up the 
© Antichriſtian Yoke of Tithes in this Na- 
© tion, for the maintaining a Company of 
< Prieſts, ia Eaſe and Idleneſs, and = 
= | - 3 
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pride and Fulneſs, to the great oppreſ- 


© fon of the People. And now the Lord 
«© hath raiſed a Teſtimony in the Hearts of 
his People, againſt all ſuch falſe Miniſters, 
© and deceitful Workers; ſo that we can- 
© not put into their Mouths : For which 
* cauſe they have prepared War againſt 
© us. But it is not to be wondered at, if 
© theſe Men (whoſe God is their Belly, 
and who mind Earthly things) do ſo 
© kiadly remember their Father the Pope, 
for having left them this ſweet Legacy 
© of Tithes; and prefer him far before us, 


© who would have them live as did the 


© Miniſters of Chriſt in the Primitive times, 
ho Preached the Goſpel freely, and did 
© receive no more than what was neceſlary 
for Food and Rayment, and were there- 
© with content: Which alſo was freely gi- 
ven them by thoſe that received and own- 
ed their Doctrine; as may be ſeen at large « 
© in the Scriptures of Truth. | 

© And as for all his other Accuſations, 
© which he in a clamorous manner vented 
© againſt us; ſurely he had no more ground 
for them, than his Fore-fathers, the 


© Prieſts and Perſecutors of old, had a- 


© gainſt Chriſt and his Followers. 
And now I may fay, as the Apoſtle 

© Paul once did to his Perſecutors, That 
© after the way which this Prieſt calls He- 
rely, do I (with many habe 
| Wag 
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© the living and true God; believing all 


* © things that are written in the Holy Scri 
© tres, 
© Jeſus, the true Light in whom I have 
© believed : being freely given up to follow 
© him through the many Tribulations; ho- 
© ping to keep the word of his Patience, 
even unto the End. And then I have 
© an aſſurance, that he will keep me in the 
Hour of Temptation, and in the Day of 


© Tryal; which will come upon all that 


© dwell on the Earth. | 
© And unto all you, my loving Neigh- 


© bours, is true Love in my Heart, with 


© earneſt deſires, that you would conſider 
your own States and Standings, every 
© one of you, whether you are not in the 


© Broad way. For plainly I teſtify to you 


e in the Fear of the Lord God, that James 
© Anderton, your Prieſt, is not in the way 
© that leads to Life: And if any of you do 
© think to receive any Good, or Benefit 
to your Souls from his Miniſtry; you 
© may as reaſonably expect to gather good 
© Fruit from an evil Tree; which Chriſt 
© faid, Could not be. | 

© Wherefore in Chriſtian love to your 
© Sonls | write this, to warn you not to 
© trifle away your precious time; but turn 
to the Light of Chriſt, and the Manife- 
© ſtation of the Holy Spirit, which is the 


© and 


which do bear Teſtimony of Chrif | 


aA a ce > © a a A. a 


ns „ A od frin oc a. ace. 


© Gift of God, ſhining in your own Hearts 
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and Conſciences; Which will reprove for 
, * and condem Sin in your mortal Fleſh, and 
© through Believing will lead you out of 
© Sin, into a State of Acceptance with 
© God; in which, through Obedience, con- 
© tinuing, you may come to be redeemed . 
© from the Bondage of Corruption, and be 
© brought into the glorious Liberty of the 
© Children of God, who are all led by his 
« Spirit. 2 
J am a real Friend - all tender- 
= \ hearted People, but a livin 
Nt 7055 8 witneſs K Decent, 1 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


IF James Anderton, or any other, hath 
any thing to Charge us with, who 
@ are in Scorn called Quakers ; let it be pro- 
© duced in writing openly to the view of 
© all ſober People: and they may expect a 
* ſober Anſwer in Plainneſs. And fo let 
them and us be tryed by the Scriptures + 
of Truth; and whoever is found Guilty 
© of Error, let him be cenſured accord- 
C ingly. | . | 
Try all things: Hold faſt that which is Good. 
I appointed my Man to read this fore- 
going Letter, in the Audience of the 


People, when they came forth from their 
= Worſhip 
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* Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
FE Worſhip the next Firſt Day, after the 
Prieſt had ſo deſpitefully clamoured againſt 
me,, as is before expreſs'd. The Prieſt, it 
=— ſeems was gone that Day to his other Quar- 
= ter; (for he had two Places, or Quarters, 
from whence he ſought his Gain.) And 
as my. Man was ſtanding in my Garden 
(which adjoined to that which they call 
the Church-yard) and began to read my 
Letter to the People, as they came forth, 
who thronged near to hear; it ſo fell out, 
that at that very Inſtant, the Prieſt him- 
ſelf came home from his other Shop, or 
Place of Trading-worſhip : and ſeeing 
the People ſoberly giving Attention to 
- what my Man was Reading, he haſted thi- 
ther himſelf alſo, and preſſed near to the 
Place where my Man ſtood. And at firſt, 
ia a deriding manner, he put off his Hat, 
endeavouring with Mocks and Scoffs. to 
raiſe up Light neſs in the People; and often 
interpoſed Queſtions, to interrupt the Man 
in his Reading. But when he ſaw all that 
would not do, and that he could not Baffle, 
nor hinder the one from Reading, nor the 
others from Hearing; he then, in a ſort of 
furious Madneſs, leap'd at my Man, and 
having torn the Paper out of his hand, 
rent it in the mid'ſt. Then told my Man, 
he had behaved himſelf honeſtly hitherto: 
but if he would do ſuch Knacks as this, he 
ſhould go to Priſon. 
— PEACE. Though 
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f OLIVER SANSOM. 9 3 
Though the Reading this Paper (fo far 
as it was read) unto his Hearers, angred 
the Prieſt for the preſent; yet he grew 
quieter upon it for a-while, ſo, that for 
ome Months, he ſaid little to me: But 
afterwards, his Belly ſtill craving, he would 
take Occaſion often, when he met me, to 
threaten me with a Priſon, if I would not 
pay him Tithes : And in the 11th Month, 
1669. ſeeing me in the Street, he told me, 
He had favoured me the longer, becauſe of 
the cold Weather : but now, if I would 
not pay him, I ſhould be ſure to go to Pri- 
ſon. Whereupon I asked him, How his 
Heart could be ſo tender, as not hurt me 
. with Cold; and yet could Burn me with 
e Fire, as he had formerly ſaid. Then he 
1 ſeemed to warn me, and withal threatned 
t, ne before Witneſs, That if I did not pay 
0 him, I muſt expect to go to Priſon; and 
n | defired me not to take it ill. I told him, I 
n could not take it as from a Miniſter of 
it WK Chriſt. For I never read that any of them 
e, id ever go to Law for their Wages. So in 
je the Concluſion, he ſeemed to carry himſelf 
of nore ſmoothly than formerly, with feign- 
jd ed Words, pretending to pity me, and the 
d, Ile. But I having a ſenſe of his Diſſi- 
n, I nulation and Deceit, felt a Concern up- 
): Jon my Spirit, to write ſome Lines as 4 
he Warning to him: Which were as fol- 
loweth. | e 
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| James Anderton, | 

Haye conſidered of thy Warning, or 
J rather Threatning of me Yeſterday. 
© And in the Conſideration thereof, there 
© did ariſe a Word in my Heart , as a 
© Warning from the Lord to thee, that 
© thou take heed what thou do'ſt unto me: 
© for the Lord Jeſus, the Righteous Judge, 
© in the dreadful Day of Account, will 
© reckon it as done unto himſelf. Becauſe 
© he, by his pure Light hath let me ſee, 
© that the Work and Miniſtry, which thou 
«(for filthy Lucre fake) art crept into, is 


© not of God, neither waſt thou led into 
© it by the good Spirit of the Lord; but 


© by the contrary Spirit, which doth al- 
ways reſiſt the Spirit of God, and deſpi- 
< ſeth his Light in the Conſcience. And 


© the Lord hath not only let me ſee this : 


but hath raiſed me up, to bear a Teſti- 


© mony for his Truth, againſt thy Deceit 
© and Hypocrilie. And this is to Certife 


© thee, in God's Fear, from my very heart, 


that I cannot, neither dare I pay thee 


© Wages, which unjuſtly thou do'ſt Claim, 
for fear of Offending the Lord God, who 
+ hath given me Life. I tell thee plainly, 
© had rather die the ſharpeſt Death that 
©can be invented, than wilfully to grieve 


© the good Spirit 'of the Lord, and rebel 


* againſt his Light in my Conſcience. 


And 


aim, 
v ho 
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And this is further to let thee know, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the Light of the World, 
that lighteth every Man that cometh in- 
to the World, he is my Strength, and 
my stay; yea, he alone is my Hope of 
Glory: and by his Power it is, that 1 
do ſtand this day a Witneſs on his be- 
© half, for his bleſſed Truth, in oppoſition 
to thy Ways and Practices. And ſee- 


ing what I do herein is not of my ſelf; 


but by him alone: therefore whatſoever 


thou do'ſt againſt me in this Matter, he | 


© may juſtly impute it as done unto him 
6 ſelf (read Mat. 25.) for he alone is both 


© the Author, and the Finiſher of my Faith; 


© and alſo the Defender, and Preſerver of 
© me in it. | 
© Therefore, in tender Love to thy Soul, ö 


e adviſe thee to be warned, and to take 


© heed what thou do'ſt; and Repent and 


turn to the Lord, and obey his Light 


© in thy Conſcience, "whiPff his Holy Spirit 
« ſtriveth with thee : Leſt thy Day paſs 
© over, and thou be cut off, and there be! no 


. * Remedy for thee. 


Written by one, unto whom, thro 
the Mercy of the Lord, it is given 


The 14th of the on the behalf of Chrift, not only 
„ to believe , but millngy to Helen 

| for his Sake. 
E 2 This 


. +». ao. 3 Fe n * e 2 
r * ©; * 3 
ö att i Y ff bf 
= - Ry”. * yy 5 * 7 
4 8 "I 
__— ">< + 
= Ic 


176 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life. 
oF - - This Letter I ſent to his Houſe by my 
Man; and the Prieſt being then in his 
Chamber, was called down, and the Let- 
ter delivered to him : who, with a fierce 
and wrathful Look, took it in his hand, 
threw it back into the Man's Face; and 
turning about, ran up Stairs again, with- 
- out ſpeaking one word. At which ſtrange 
Deportment of his, they of his own Fa- 
mily, that beheld it, ſeemed to be aſto- 
niſhed. But my Man came away, and left 
the Letter there ; which (as the Prieſt's 

Children reported) was afterwards burnt. 
About a Month after this, I met both 
the Prieſt and his Wife on Horſeback, on 
the High-Way, near unto a Gate; which 
I opened for him: and the Weather being 
cold, he ſaid to me, Honeſt Oliver, Thou 
may'ſ pray for the Continuance of this - 
Cold Weather, to keep thee out of Jayl. ; 
J asked him, Why he threatned me with 
a Jay], ſeeing he confeſſed to my Honeſty ? h 
- Surely, ſaid I, the Jayl was not made to 
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Confine honeſt Men. " 
But my Honeſty could not ſecure me a- T 


gainſt this Prieſt's Diſhoneſty and Cruelty. 
Poor ſhortly after this, having procur'd a h 
E © —- Writ againſt me, he ſent it to the Bailiff . 
of Lamborn, who was then to go to the bi 
Aſſize, deſiring him to come early in the n 


Morning, to Arreſt a Man, who he did be- fi 
nerve would bear him Company to Reading. " 


The 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 7 
The Bailiff came accordingly,and brought 
his Man with him; and they taking the 
Prieſt's Son with them to direct them, 4 
waited for me; and as I paſſed along the 
Street, laid hold on me; and the Prieſt 
having counſelled them before not to truſt 
me, the Bailiff would hardly ſuffer me to 
go into my own Houſe, to put on other 
Clothes; yet at length he did let me go 
in, himſelf and his Man going in with me. 
So, while I was making my ſelf ready, 1 
cauſed the Bailiff and his Man to Eat and 


% 


h Driak ; and then, being ready to go with 
< him, my dear Wife and I kneeled down, 
h and Prayed together, committing each o- 
| ther to the Lord, and ſo took Leave of 
S each other, knowing it was for the Lord's 
1 Sake alone that we were thus parted a- 
1, J ſunder. | | 
„ Mean while the Prieſt's own Horſe was 
7 made ready, to carry me to Priſon; and 
5 he himſelf, with his Wife and Children, 
came forth into the Street, to behold me 
carried away: And he ſcoffingly ſaid, he 


would have me remember to carry a Pen 
Fe and Ink with me; for he thought I might 
oF | have leiſure now to write more Books. 
Truly I was grieved in my Spirit, to ſee 

"a him harden himſelf fo in his 9 | 

and in his Rebellion againſt the Lord and 
his Truth, and even againſt the Light in 
be his own Conſcience; which I was ſenſible 

Ss E 3 had 
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had at ſome times reached unto bis and 
ina ſome meaſure opened his Underſtanding. 

W herefore juſt before I got upon the Horſe, 
I made a little ſtand; and fixing my Eyes 
earneſtly on him, in the Dread of the Lord, 
I thus ſpake unto him. 


James Anderton , If thou had | Ji thi 
ignorantly, as not Inowin what thou did'ſt; 
then I conld have beſought the Lord to forgive 
thee : but ſeeing thou do'ſt it wilſully, againſt 
the Light of thy own Knowledge, I have now 
only this to ſay , The Lord look upon it, and 
require it. 


Having ſaid this, I got on Horkthack, and 
was convey'd to Reading Goal, on the Laſt 
Day of the 12th Month, 1669. where I was 
kept a cloſe Priſoner Two full Years. and 
upwards. In all which time, I never ſaw 
my own Habitation, nor indeed ſo much as 
deſired it: but reſted ſatisfied in the Will 
of my Heavenly Father; being willing to 
drink that Cup which he had appointed 
for me. 

Now in this time of my Cankiaement, 
| the greedy Prieſt took away my Goods by we 
force; what, and how, and as he pleaſed. auc 
Of which I received the following Account thr 
from my Man that then lived with ; 
N Name Was. «Jus 9 77 7 bi 
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An e of the Proceedings of Prieſt 

Anderton, and his Man Lodowick 
Veomans, for the Tithe of my Maſter 
Oliver Sanſom's Living, while he 
was kept a cloſe Priſoner, in the 
Tear 1670. 


B Ou T the Middle of the Fourth 
Month, we having made our Hay, 
Lodowick Teomans, with James Basford and 
‚ his Man; came into the Mead very early 
in the Morning, before we were got thi- I 
ther, and carried away a Load of Hay, . A 
And towards the latter' End of the ſame j 
Month, they came again for another Load; 
and as they were loading it, I being then 
there, | asked them, By what „„ 
| they did it? Lodowick ſaid, What's that to 
os. I told them, It was to me; as I was © 
ruſted with my Maſter's Buſt neſs; and 
at 1 did look upon it to be no betten 
than Theft. But for all that, they car- 
ried away the Hay. 
And on the 28th Day of the «th Month, 
y we having reaped two Acres of Wheat, 
J. and ſet it up in Shock, Lodowic came and 
t threw it all down; and with the rien? 
other Man, began to ſet up a Shock a-crofs 
the Land, in the manner as they uſually fer 
tlie: Tithe-Shocks.  Whereupon I came 
n and asked them, if they would” 
E + | ſet. 8 9 
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80 Remarkable Paſſages of the 
ſet up the Corn again, which they had 


thrown down ? Lodowick ſaid, No: You 


may ſet it up your ſelf if you will. And fur- 


ther he ſaid, Now I have ſet out the Tithe, 


if thou, Wightwicke, do'ſt touch it, thou ſhalt 
be Whipt, or Burnt in the Hand. 

On the Morrow, we went to fetch home 
the Corn, and when we came to the Croſs- 
Shock, we began to take it up: But Lodo- 


wick being not far off, came and bid me 


Throm it down again, or he would make me: 
I told him, 7 /hould not do ſo : whereupon 
he threw it down himſelf, and guarded it 
all that Day. | 16 

On the next Day we .came to another 
Land, and when we loaded, and bound our 
Load, Lodowick came, and bid me throw 


down his Sheaves. I told him he had 
none there. He ſaid, he would not diſpute 
that. But he pulled out his Knife, and 
went to cut the Cart-Rope; threatning, if 


any one did move the Horſes, he would 


knock him down: So he did cut off the 
Rope in two places, and threw down the 


dad; and ſaid he would make us let it 
tand in the Field, until they did make 
their Reek : yet they carried it away the 
ſame Day. | 4 
On the 6th Day of the 6th Month, we 


pennt to carry ſome Oats; and after we 
ad taken them up, and were gone away 
do another Land, Lodowick came, full of 
_— | * | En 
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| OLIVER SANSOM. ﬆ-- - 
Envy and Fury, and began to cut our Tra- 
ces, and faid, he did intend to do ſo before 
Harveſt, So he cut off our Harneſs all on 
one ſide; and threataued, that next time 
he would cut the Cart. 

On the 10th of the õth Month this fame 
Lodowick went, with James Basford's Cart, 
before us, and took up our Barley, what 
he pleaſed. And on the next Day we went 
to carry ſome Fitches, upon the ſame Land 
where our Harneſs had been cut; where 
were alſo ſome Oats left, which Lodowick. 
had thrown off the Cart at that time. Sa 
we took up the Oats and the Fitches, and 
Lodowick ſaid , he would make us Carry it 
to the Parſon” 8. And as we were to paſs 
by the Prieſt's Gate, Lodowick ſtopped the 
Horſes, and beat them about the Heads, 
and punched him that led the Fore-horſe. 
And with the Noiſe, that was made, the 
Prieſt came forth; and my Dame told him, 

He made a great a-do for his Belly. 80 
they forcibly took away the Horſes, Cart. 
and Corn, and drew it into the Prieſt's 

Barn: And when they had taken off what. 
Corn they pleaſed , they turned out the 
Hor ſes and Cart into the Street again. This 
i N to be a true Account. 1 


By me JOHN WIG ruck XR 
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82 Remarkable Paſſages of the Liſe 
As thus the Prieſt dealt with me this 


Year, ſo he continued to do in the next 


Year, 1671. For at Shearing · time, he took 


from me by Violence ten Fleeces of Wool; 


and in Hay-time he took away my Hay, 
as before. And in Harveſt, when my Wheat 
Was all reaped, and ſet up in Shocks, his 
Man Lodowick came, and ſcattered the 


having brought a Cart, he carried away 
what he pleaſed ; leaving the reſt in that 
Condition as he, in his Envy and Mgdneſs, 
had ſcattered it aboùt. Ds 

While thus the Prieſt kept me in Pri- 
| fon, and made Havock of my Goods; it 
aroſt in my Mind to write to my Neigh- 
bours, to put them upon Conſidering what 
Spirit their Teacher (whom they heard 
and followed ) was of, who brought forth 
ſuch Evil Fruits as theſe. This Letter l 
ſent to my Wife ; and ſhe took an Oppor- 
tunity to deliver it to the People, as they 
game out of their Worſhip-Houſe on a 
Firſt Day. This enraged the Prieſt, that 


meeting my Wife ſoon after in the Street, 


he reviled her much, and told her, If he 

bad been there, he would have laid her 
by the Heels. Of that Letter the Copy 

here followeth, thus direQed, 


Fheaves all about upon the Land: and 


To 


0 
l 
( 
0 
( 
t 
g 
0 
. 
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To my loving Neighbours, dell ng at and 
near Boxford , Theſe. 


L L you my Neighbours, wha are 
Inhabitants in Boxford and Weſt- 
2 and the Parts adjacent; even all 
© \uch of you more eſpecially, who ſit un⸗ 
der James Anderton's Miniſtry , and up- 
© hold him therein, by Pa ing him Wages : 
* I deſire you to Judge by his Fruits, whe- 
© ther he is a Miniſter of Chriſt, or of An- 
© tichriſt. For Chriſt Jeſus ſaid , By their 

© Fruits ye ſhall know them. 
© Tt is not unknown to moſt of you, how 
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. © he hath dealt with me for theſe Six or 

t © Seven Years ſpace; which is too long 

q © here to be expreſſed : how furiouſly, en= 
h © viouſly, and wickedly he hath proceeded 
1 © againſt me, and all for filthy Lucre ſake, 4 
8 © becauſe for Conſcience ſake I could not 

© pay him Wages; but in Obedience to the 

7 Lord was conſtrained often to teſtify, 3 
* that his Work and Miniſtry. was not k 
God, but by the Traditibſis and Ihvch: S 
de tions of Men, contrary. to God. And 0 


© for denying his Work and Miniſtry, and. 
l refuſing to put into bis Mouth, he bath 
J prepared all this War agaiuſt me. And 
c if, with a ſingle Eye, ye do but view his 

» Ations, I know ye cannot but Confels, 
„ dend ſay with me, That he is one that 
9 8 ſer ves _ | 
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* own: Belly: and ſurely his Reward will 
© be according to his Works. And I would 
© have you all to know, That my Refuſing 
© to pay Tithes, is purely a Matter of 
© Conſcience to me; and I do it in Obe- 
© Gience to the Will of the Lord, which I 
© dare not Gainſay: and not out of Wil- 
© fulneſs, or Obſtinacy, or for any Cove- 
© tous End. And that you may be ſatis- 

s ſied in this thing, I have propounded 
— < ſome Queries for you to Conſider of, 
© and for your Prieſt to Anſwer. They are 
© as followeth : 


© to Receive Tithes, be not a- Denial of 
© Chriſt's being Come in the Fleſh ; ſeeing 
© he came to put an End to the Firſt Co- 
© yenant and Prieſthood , who only were 
to take Tithes ? 
© and Change the Prieſthood, he did not 
L alſo diſannul the Commandment, where- 
K. iy were to be paid! ? See Heb. 7. 
125 1 


0 6 Whether Chriſt gave Power to 
« 457 pe or Prince, to ſet up Tithes 

- after he bad diſannulled them? 

O. . Whether there be any Scrip- 

1 « tare, | in all the New Teſtament, that 
1 > gives the ne Intimation, That Tithes 


BY. ſerves not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but his 


TY © Whether to Pay Tithes, or 


Qu. 2. Whether when Chriſt did 3 


F ———Y ” IVY oY — — PERRY 3 


| © freely, and Peoples Hearts are reached, 


© were, or ſhould be the Maintenance of 


the Goſpel-Miniſtry , after Chriſt's diſ- £ « | 


© annulling them? | F 
Qu. 5. Whether they that are true 


© made able Miniſters; as the Apoſtle ſays, 


| © As every one hath received the Gift, ſo let 
© him Miniſter the ſame, as good Stewards of 


© the manifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 4. 10? 


© But they that Miniſter by Human Learn 


© ing, or natural Parts, without a Gift from 


© Chriſt; having got a Form of Knowledge 
© and of Godlineſs, without the true Power, 


© are ſuch as the Apoſtle Paul ſaid ſhould 
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© Goſpel-Miniſters, do not receive a Gift 
© freely from Chriſt, whereby they are 


come in the laſt days, whom he warned, 
the true Chriſtians to turn away from, 


© 2 Tim. 3. 5. And are not ſuch to be turn | 


© ed away from now ? 


u. 6. Whether they that receive a 


© Gitt from Chriſt, and miniſter therefrom, 
© ought not to do it freely? Freely ye have 


© received, freely give, ſaid Chriſt to his Mi- 
© niſters and Meſſengers, whom he ſent 
© forth to preach. Surely, as the Gift of 
God is free, ſo the Exerciſe of it, ought. 


© to be free; and not to be ſold for Money. 


God is a free Giver, and ſends his Goſpel 


© freely : He did not intend, that People 
© ſhould be compelled to pay for it. 
Qu. 7. Where the Goſpel is preached 


and 


4 


86 | Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
© and opened by the Power thereof; Can 
"© they chooſe but love that Miniſter, who 
« miniſters Spiritual things to them? And 
© js it poſſible but that, in this Love, they 


_ © ſhould miniſter Outward things to ſuch ? 


© Thus they that Preach the Goſpel, may 
© live of the Goſpel; the Goſpel, which 
© is the Power of God, opening Peoples 


Hearts, and inclining them readily to 


Communicate to ſuch what is needful and 


convenient. But ſhould the Miniſters of 


© the Goſpel live of the Goſpel ? or of a 
© Law, forcing Maintenance from Men a- 
«© gainſt their Wills? t bs 
On 8. Did Chriſt ever intend, that his 
_ © Miniſters ſhould be maintained by Men 
© of this World, who deſpiſe him and his 
© Meſſage, and walk in Looſneſs ; yea, ſome 
© of them in all manner of Wickedneſs and 


© Prophaneneſs? Or did he intend, that 
« they who fear him, and love him, and 


© refuſe to pay Tithes, or other Mainte- 
"© nance, in true Conſcientiouſneſs unto him, 
© ſhould be forced to do it by Laws and 


_» Penalties? Is this of Chriſt ? or caine this 


© from the Pope, who with his miniſtry 
© hath departed from the Way of Chriſt, 
6 and ſet vp Inventions of his own ? 
Ou. 9. Is not the Goſpel a Goſpel of 

© Peace, Ive and Gentleneſs ? Should not 
© the Miniſters of it be ſuch ? Should they 
strive? Should they provoke Men? _— 
0h ON | : they 


watts 


wad è 66. 


© they contend about their Maintenance? 


© Where men's Hearts are opened, and they 
© give freely, there it is not burdenſome: 


© their Wills; others againſt their Know- 
© ledge, Belief and Conſcience, to maintain 
© and uphold that which they know is not 
© of God; Is not that burdenſome ? Doth 
© this at all become the Goſpel, or Mini- 
© ſtry of Ghrilſt ? 

Qu. 10. © Had not we better give our Te- 
© ſtimony againſt this falſe Miniſtry, and 
« againſt this falſe Way of maintaining it 


© by Tithes, which Chriſt put an End to; 


© and ſo Confeſs him in his Prieſtly Office, 
© which ſtands for ever, and in his Mini- 


* ſtry and Miniſters; which Miniſter. by 


© a Gift received from him, and Miniſter 
© freely, not for filthy Lucre : than be 


© Condemned-by Chriſt, for owning them, 


© and denying him. i 
Truly, J had rather ſuffer the loſs of 
© all my Goods, and endure Impriſonment 
«© all my Days, than deny Chriſt here be- 
© fore Men in paying Tithes, and owning a 
£ Miniſtry which I know is not of him; 
© and ſo to be denied by him before his 


© as in the Lord's fight, That if I ſhould 
© pay Tithes; I ſhould be denied by Chriſt 
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© and make the Goſpel burdenſome to any? 


© but where Men are forced, ſome againſt - 


© Father. For I am ſatisfied in my Heart, 


* my Lord and Maſter; in whom alone I 
& 
by — expect, 
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expect, and am aſſured of Salvation; 
< through Faith in his Name, and in Obe- 
© dience to what he requires. But they 
© that obey not his Goſpel (which diſan- 
© nulled Tythes) on them will he reveal 
© and execute Wrath, 2 Thefſ. 1 . 
£ Conſider of theſe things ſeriouſly , , In 
© the Fear of the Lord; and require your 
© Prieſt in plainneſs to "Anſwer according 
to the Scriptures of Truth, and ſend his 
© Anſwer in writing to me. For I do here- 
© by declare, That if he can make appear 
© by the Scriptures of Truth, and by the 
© Examples of Chriſt and his Followers, 
© therein recorded, That Chriſtians ought 


— 


this appear, by ſound Words which can- 
© not be condemned; then I ſhall be con- 
© tent , not only to pay Tithes for the 
© time to come; but whatſoever I have 
C kept back in the time'paſt, to reſtore 
© Sevenfold. But if he refuſe to Anſwer 


G Scriptures, and ſhew the Rule of his Main- 
© time to come, call the Scriptures his Rule 


and Claim his Tithes by his Rule; for the 
Pope, and his Popiſh Princes, were the firſt 


© to pay Tithes ; 1 ſay, if he can make 


© theſe Queries plainly, according to the 
- tenance therefrom ; then let him not, for 


any more: but let him go to the Pope, 


4 2 made Laws to compel Chriſtians to 


of OLIVER SANSOM. 89 
IIt is in love to you, and for your Soul's 
© fake, that I have written theſe things; 
© otherwiſe at this time I had been ſilent ; 
For J am ſatisfied in my Teſtimony, that 
© it is for the Lord; to whom I have com- 
© mitted my cauſe, and who hath hitherto 
* preſerved me, all holy Praiſes be to him 
for evermore; and I know that in his 
* due time he will deliver me. So in his 
Love I reſt, and remain $308 


A rhe Friend to all your Souls: 


Written in Reading- 


Get orc OLIVER SANSOM. 


Where I endure Impriſonment , for bearing 
Witneſs for the Lord, againſt the "ale 
Shepherds, who feed themſelves, but not 
the Flock, and by violence tear their Wool 
from off them. | | 


This is that Paper which ſo enraged the 
Prieſt, that he let looſe his unruly Tongue, 
in reviling Language and Threats, upon 
my Wife for delivering it; though not to 


be perſuaded to Anſwer it. 


ten ſaid | ſhould never have my Liberty, 

but ſhould lie in Priſon till Irotted. And 

to make the more ſure of me, this "ome | 
ä 


, 


him, but to the People. But he would not — 


the Prieſt's ſuit for Tithes; and he had of- 4 


ä * — eat» 
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15 Ruble Aber Hel the 


= - prieſt had procured a Writ De Excommus- 
dans Capiends to be taken out, and ſerved 


ſhould flip or break, the other might hold 
me faſt ſtill. 

In this both the Enmity and subtilty of 
this Prieſt appeared; for hereby he both 
ſtrengthened my Bonds, and cunningly, but 


any of my Neighbours did at any time 
ſpeak to him on my behalf (which ever 
now and then one or other of them did) 
deſiring him to ſet me at Liberty; he 
would wipe his Mouth, and tell them, 
That I was not his Priſoner now, but the 
King's, upon a Writ of Excommunicatioa : 
For (ſaid he) though I did indeed ſend 
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. 8 * * oi" he i; IT 
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him there now. But this Shift of his, by 
which he thought to hide and cover his 


open and naked afterwards. _ 
For after I had been confined more than 
5 Two full Years, a cloſe Priſoner (not ha- 
ving ſeen my outward Habitation, in all 
that time) a Declaration came forth from 
the King, to ſuſpend the Penal Laws; and 
thereupon it was expected that all Priſoners 


t at Liberty; exce thoſe that 127 for 
7 hen 2 __ 
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on me while I was in Priſon; that having 
"two ſtrings to his Bow, if one of them 


falſly excuſed himſelf to his People. For when 
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kim to Priſon, yet it is not I that continue 


© Deceit, did ſerve to lay him and it more 


upon the Account of Religion, ſhould be 


Now 


fore) to grant mea few Days Liberty to 


when I came to Boxford (the place of my 


the Fown, many of my Neighbours- ſee 


and then related to me the words which? S 


yet he did not continue me there. | When 


F OLIVER SANSOM. or. 
Now had I freedom to ask the He” 
(which i in all that time I had not done be- 


go home; which he readily granted, pro- 
vided I would go privately: But that [ 
could not accept of. Wherefore I told 
him, If he would not allow me to go 
home as openly, as I came from home, I 
muſt be content to ſtay in Priſon, uatil 
way ſhould be made for my Enlargement. 
When the Jaylor heard me ſay ſo, he gave 
me leave to go home as I deſire. 

It was about the middle of the Day, 


* 


Habitation,) And I going openly througn 


ing me, came running to welcome me 
home; and ſaid, they were glad to ſee me 
at Liberty. I told them, I was not zer. 
releaſed from my Impriſonment; but that 
it was likely I might be in a ſhort time; if — 
their Prieſt did not withſtand it. _ Some Ml 
of them ſaid, They were confident he MH 
would not keep me iu Priſon on his account;* 


they had heard him ſay to that purpoſe,” 3 I 
viz, That though he had ſent me to Priſon, 


[ heard that, and had well conſidered of 
it, ſomething came upon my Mind mimi 
to 7 Prieſt, after this manner. 


— 
(| 


James 


4 » " 
9 * 
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James Anderton, 5 ws ? 
*F . O U may'ſt remember, that a- 


£ 
0 
6 
8 bove Two Years ſince Thou didſt 0 
*cauſe me to be Arreſted, and caſt into c 
1 
i 
* 
c 


"©Priſon; where I have remained more 
© © thantwofull Years, in cloſe confinement; 
Which is not a light nor 3 ſmall matter. 
1 © For I tell thee truly, that not any thing, 
nor all things that this World can afford, 0 
(it they were proffer'd me) could have 0 
1 induced me to have indured it. But I c 
& * ſubmitting to it in true Tenderneſs, and 0 
Conſcienciouſneſs towards the Lord God c 
—_—  * of my Life; and he beholding the inte- I 
=. *grity of my Heart, and ſeeing that to- F 
=  * wards him Innocency was found in me, "x 
* and that towards thee I had not done, 6 
= © nor did, nor intended to do any Harm: ( 
= -* © Therefore hath the Lord, in the exceed- 0 
—_  * ing Riches of his Love and tender Mercy c 
= © (which fails not towards them that fear c 
him) been very nigh unto me, and hath c 


© ſuſtained and preſerved me all along ; 6 
© Bleſſed and Praiſed be his Holy Name for 11 
© ever. For it is He, and only He, who 4 


© is the God pf the Spirits of all Fleſh, that T 
. * can make difficult and hard things eaſy, MF « ; 
Land a Priſon pleaſant. Glory over all be 6 \ 


Sto him for ever more. Amen. 4 
4 ; f 8 f 1 
Now 1 


* 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 3 
No the Cauſe of my Writing to thee 
eat this time is, by reaſon that ſome do 


report thou didſt ſay, that although thou 


« didſt caſt me into Priſon; yet I was not 


kept there upon thy Account now: But 
© upon the Kings Writ of Excommunica- 
tion: Now I deſire, in meekneſs, to ask 
© thee one Queſtion. Suppoſe the King 
© ſhould make void the aforeſaid Writ; 


then my Queſtion is, whether thou would- 


6 eſt be willing to releaſe me from that 
© Warrant, by which I was firſt caſt into 
© Priſon; or whether thou wouldeſt con- 
tinue my confinement by that old War- 
rant, if the ſaid Writ of Excommunica- 
tion be made void. And if thou art wil- 
ling I ſhould be at Liberty, and not he in 
© Priſon upon thy account; then I deſire 


© thee to manifeſt it, by a few Lines under 


© thy Hand, which may free me from thy 


© aforeſaid Warrant; and thereby I ſhall ' 


© know, that I have not been kept Priſoner 


all this time upon thy account. But if 


thou refuſeſt to free me from thy firſt 


Warrant; then all People may juſtly con- 
© clude, that not only for the time tag 
© is to come, but even for all the time paſt 
© thou wouldeſt have kept me in Priſon, 


© if the Writ of Excommunication had ne- 


© yer been: And ſo in the fight of the Lord, 


© and of all People, the cauſe of my Tuffer- 
© ings will be imputed to thee only ; and I 
— know 


, . * h 0 
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now that the Lord (in whoſe Hand is thy 
+ Breath, and the Breath of all Living) will 
_  *require it of thee, when he ſhall come near 
. * to Judgment. So leaving it to thy conſi- 
A deration, and expecting an anſwer, I re- 


* main 
A Friend to all that Love Truth 
in upright N of my, 


4 4 2 . 2s = 


This Letter was delivered to him by a 
| Neighbour, unto whom he had endeavour- 


een tgxcuſe himſelf, from being the Cauſe 


of continuing me in Priſon, as is before 
expreſſed. And when the Prieſt had read 


it over, he did acknowledge that he had 


ſpoken. "ſuch words, as the Letter did re- 


dite; but yet (ſaid he) be muſt pardon me 
for that; For if the King do Releaſe him; 


I will not. 


This more plainly manifeſted his deceit; 


And when his Anſwer was brought to me, 


2 it was in my Heart to ſay: I do believe it 


will turn to his Confuſion: And I bid his 
- Hearers conſider how falſe their Prieſt 
was, and how little Credit could be given 
hat he ſaid. | 

Soon after this I returned to Priſon a- 
gain. But when I came thither, I found 
that the Friends whom I had left Priſoners 


_ (being about Des a in number) 
| were 


OLIVER SANSOM. 


continued in Priſon upon the Prieſt's 


account for Tirhes. But mark -what 9 
followed. ©: i 

Upon that very ſelf ſame Day, that — 
I was detained alone in Priſon; the Prieſt | 


was {mitten by the Lord. For (as I was 
informed) he rode forth that Day, and 
came home very ill: And ſo ſtrange and 
unuſual was his Diſtemper, that the Phy- 
ficians could not find out the Cauſe of 
it. His Belly was extreamly ſwollen; and 
all that came from him looked as black as 
Ink. In which condition he continued 


about Seven Weeks : So that it was 
ſuppoſed he himſelf did Rot while he 


lived; who had ſo often threat ned, 


that I ſhould Rot in Goal. And moſt of 
the time of his Illneſs, he lay in Extre- : 
mity of Pain and Torment; ſo that it wass 


judged he dyed rather of Pain, than Sick- 


neſs: And ſo exceeding reſtleſs was he un. 
to the very laſt, that one of his Nurſes 
told me, that in the laſt Hour before nge 
dyed, ſhe did believe he lay down on his 


Bed, and roſe again, at leaſt Six times. 


Tubus he miſerably ended his Life, on the 3 I 
24th of the 3d Month, 1672. The Lord ha- "8 
ving made him an eminent Example to a! 


hard hearted Perſecutors; who 1 


wiſh may conſider his end; and take . 
ing thereby in time. 8 


OLIVER SAN SOM. 5 
nere all ſet at LAerty; and I alone was 
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berty. But ah! how can I proceed, with- 
dut mentioning a little of the Lord's good- 
neſs and mercy, which he was pleaſed to 
ſhew unto me, in that time 'of my Soli- 
tude, and lonely confinement by my ſelf! 
The Lord was pleaſed graciouſly to viſit 
me, and wonderfully to break in upon 
me, in that needful time; to the overcom- 
ing of me, with the ſence of his Heart-ten- 
dring Love, which made me in ſecret ſay, 
ſurely the Lord brought me hither, on 
rpoſe to ſhew Kindneſs to me. And 
through the breakings in of the Power of 
an endleſs Life into my Heart, at that 
Seaſon, my God did both mightily ten- 
der and enlarge my Heart, and alſo open- 
ed my Mouth, and gave me utterance, 
to ſhew forth his Praiſe, and to declare 
of his goodneſs openly, in the Aſſemblies 
of his People. O Bleſſed and Praiſed, and 
Mſagnified be his Worthy, Honourable 

Name for evermore! who raiſeth the poor 
from the Duſt, and the needy from the 
Dunghill, to tell of his goodneſs, and to 


to the Children of Men. And now tis 
clearly ſeen, that the Lord is pleaſed to 
Reveal the Divine Myſteries of his King- 


them from the wiſdom of this World: that 


And 


Upon the Prieſts Death I was ſet at Li- 


proclaim the exceeding Riches of his Love 


dom to Babes and Little ones; and to hide 


. no Fleſh may boaſt, or glory in his preſence. F 


K yards they agreed together, and took the 


when afterwards I ff poke to them about it, 


7 ht. ih 9 
9 7 


_ of OLIVER SAN SOM. 97 
And now, having a little eaſed my Spi- 
rit in a thankful Acknowledgment of the 
Loving-kindneſs of the Lord to me, and 
his gracious Dealings with me; I proceed 
to recount ſome of the many Exerciſes, 
which , after I was ſet at Liberty, be- 
G | | 
This Prieſt, under whom I had ſuffered, 
had many Children; whereof his eldeſk 
Son was educated to be a Lawyer, and the 
next to be a Prieſt. This young Prieſt, 
by making Friends, got in to ſucceed his 
Father in the Parſonage of Boxford; yet 
came not at firſt to Dwell there, but Lett 
the Tithes to two or three Mea of the 
Pariſh : For his Mother, and the whole 
Family, upon the Death of the old Prieft, 
removed from that Town, and went to 
Dwell elſewhere. | 
Now when I underſtood who were the 
Men, that were about to Farm or Rent 
the Tithes of this young Prieſt, I went 
to them and fore-warned them, that they 
honld not meddle with any thing, which 
the Prieſt might Claim from me: for I 
told them, I could no more pay them for 
bim, than I could pay the Prieſt himſelf; 
They gave me fair words, and ſaid they 
nonld not meddle with it; but yet after» 


Tithes of my Living with the reſt. And 


and 
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98 
and blamed them for it; they did but mock 
at me, pretending they did it in Kindneſs 
to me, to prevent my future Sufferings. 
They were, for the moſt part of them, 


— 
© 


à port of ſordid, ſottiſh People; inclined 


much to Drink, Smoaking, Vanity and 


Folly : and as it were wholly ſenſleſs of, 


and unconcerned for their Souls. And 
though, while I was in Suffering, they 
ſeemed ſame times to be ſomething tender 


and loving: yet now that they ſaw me at 


Liberty again, they grew hard; ſo as to 
flight the Truth, and make a Scoff at the 
Teſtimony of it. . 

And indeed, the Senſe I had of their 
Unworthineſs, and the ſmall gronnd I had 
to hope for any Good to be brought forth 


among them, made me ſometimes think I 


might have been of more Service to the 
Truth, had I lived in ſome other Place. 
But the Teſtimony I was engaged in there, 
againſt the Idle-Shepherd of that Pariſh, 
would not ſuffer me to entertain a thought 
of Removing from thence, until that War, 


which he had raiſed againſt me, was over; 
leſt I ſhould thereby ſeem to fly, and let 
fall my Teſtimony, and thereby ſtrengthen 


him in his Wickedneſs, and give him Oc- 
caſion to boaſt over not me only, but the 
bleſſed Truth, which I contended for. 

But now that the Prieſt was cut off, in 
{ extraordinary a manner; and the be 
N | which 
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which he had begun, and ſo long and vigo- 
rouſly carried on, was in all outward Ap» 
pearance put to an End, and that to the 
Advantage of Truth: The Thoughts of 
Removing from thence, and going to Dwell 
at Farringdon, came afreſh, and more ſtrong- 
ly upon me. And becauſe the Exerciſe it 
brought with it was very weighty upon. 
me, I laid the Matter before Friends at 
the Mens Monthly-meeting. And as I re- 
lated my Condition, and the Exerciſe that 
was upon me therein, the Friends were 
much tendered, and had great Unity-there- 
with; and found Clearneſs to encourage 
me to go on in my purpole : For they were 
ſenſible, that I might be of more Service 
to Truth at Farringdon, than where I then 


was. So having Clearneſs in my ſelf, and 


the Conſent of Friends, I gave up to re- 
move (though not without ſome Croſs to 
my own Will, and againſt my Outward In- 
tereſt : and made preparation to depart - 
from thence , by — — of my Living, 


and what J had at Boxfor 


But the Enemy of Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs ſtirred up the Prieſt's Widow and 
her Sons to oppoſe, and Perſecute me a- 
gain, upon the old Account, which I had 
ſuffered for ſo long before. This occaſion= 
ed ſome words to paſs between me and the 
young Prieſt; wherein I reproved him for 
his Vanity and Folly : and he (to be even 
kw Ie * = with 
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aſſages of the Liſe 
with me) threatned me (as his Father uſed 
to do) with a Priſon, for what he pretend- 
ed was due to his Father. This brought 
a weighty Concern upon me, to write to 
him (who bore his Father's Name) which 
I did thus. . EL : 


.- James Anderton, | 


4 6 pb late Carriage and Deportment 
8 hath brought a weighty and ſerious 


* 


L Conſideration upon my Spirit concern- 
ing thee; and in the Light of the living 


© God, I ſee thy State and Standing to be 
© fad and dangerous: and in tender love 
Sto thy Immortal Soul, I am even con- 
© ſtrained to write theſe Lines, in the Fear 
© of the Lord, as a Warning to thee, that 
© thou turn in thy Mind to the Light, which 
© Chriſt hath lighted thee withal , that 
© thou may'ſt ſee, and diſcern thy own State 


© and Condition, how it ſtands bet wixt 


© the Lord and thy Immortal Soul. For I 
©teſtific to thee, Thou art in the Way of 


© Death and Deſtruction: and if thou doſt 


© not Repent, and turn to the Lord, even 
© to his Light and Spirit, which is given 
© thee to profit withal ; but do'ſt go on in 
© Rebellion againſt him, eternal Ruin, De- 
© ſtruction and Miſery will be thy Portion 
for ever. Therefore, as one that deſires 
© thy Well-being, both in this World, and 
Sin that which is to come, I exhort and 

bath © warn 
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© warn thee, that thou ſpeedily Repentz 
and turn to the Lord; while his Spirit 
© ſtrives with thee, and while his Mercy 


aud Long-ſuffering is extended towards 


* thee : leſt his good Spirit ceaſe ſtriving, 
and he give thee over to a reprobate 
Mind; and his wrath come upon thee, 


and there be no Remedy for thee. There- 


* fore prize thy precious time, and thy 
© Day, before it be too late. Is 
And if thou wilt turn in thy Mind to 
the Light of Chriſt, as aforeſaid, thou 
* may'lt ſee thy Ways and Practices to be 
* contrary to the Mind and Will. of God 


and alfo contrary to the Example of the 


( Miniſters of Chriſt : and thou may'ſt alſo- 


@ ke and know in thy own Conſcience, that 


© the Lord never ſent thee, nor ever called 
( thee to that Miniſtry. And therefore, 
how can'ſt thou expect to profit the Peo- 
© ple at all, or to turn any of them from 
their Evil ways; ſeeing thou ſtandeſt not 


ein the Counſel of God: but do'ſt cauſe 


© the People to Err; and the hands, of 
Evil Doers are ſtrengthened by thee, to 
go on in their Wickedneſs ? For thou 
© makeſt thy ſelf vain, and ſpendeſt thy 
© precious time in Card-Playing, and the 
© like : and then bringeſt Scripture to ju- 
e ſtifle thy Practices therein. Oh, Bluſh 


for Shame, and ceaſe wreſting, and per- 


2 rerting the Holy — which — 


102 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
© not given forth to juſtifie or tolerate Pro- 
© phaneneſs : For the Drunkard, Swearer, 
© or Lyar, or any other Prophane Perſon 
© may hereby be encouraged, in their abo- 
© minable Practices, by thy Example. They 
© may plead in this manner, Our Miniſter 
«© ſays [All things are lawful :J and there- 
© upon he can take Liberty himſelf to Sport- 
ing, Carding, and the like. And if all 
things be lawful, then Drunkenneſs, Cc. 
© ( they may ſay) is lawful. O Conſider, 
© and take heed, and harden not thy heart: 


© but while thy Day is, turn to the Light, 
* which diſcovers and condemns all the 


_ © may'ſt come to know in thy Conſcience, 
That they that Preach for Hire, and take 
© Tithes by Force and Violence from Peo- 
ple, are not Miniſters of Chriſt ; but De- 
© ceivers, and of -Antichriſt : and the Ser- 


«© painſt them now, as well as formerly. 
© So to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in thy 
*own Conſcience, TI once more direct thee; 
therein to wait for a clear Underſtand- 
© ing : for that will make manifeſt to thee 
© thy Evil Deeds; and Reprove thee for 
© them. And if thou turn at its Reproof, 
© happy wilt thou be: but if thou do'ſt 
go on in Rebellion, as thou art now go- 
Cing ; it is and will be thy Condemnation 
© for ever, and thou can'ſt not eſcape. - 
bo CIP | ; whe- 


% 


* 


Deeds of Darkneſs. And thereby thou ö 


© yants of the Lord muſt bear Witneſs a- 


FH K 5H a na 5 «© rt K > = > K aa 
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J- © whether thou wilt hear, or forbear; yet | 
7 * this Light, which I have teſtified of, will 
n | * ſtand a faithful Witneſs for the Lord, 
J= that cannot lye : and from it thy moſt ſe- 
y cret Thoughts cannot be hid. O that thou 
er * would'ſt prize thy precious time; and 
2 * conſider in this thy Day the things that 
t- belong to thy Soul's Peace, before they 
II be hid from thy Eyes ! Which is the De- 
c. * fire of him, who is | 


A Well-wiſher to thy Soul; but 4 
Witneſs againſt thy Deceit, 


OLIVER SANSOM. 


4 © POSTSCRIPT. : 
e- i ND whereas thou haſt threatned 
r- 1 me with a Priſon, if I did not pay 


a- what thou pretendeſt was due to thy 1 
y. Father; This I have to ſay, and teſtiſie 
y in the Preſence of the living God, That, I 
by for Conſcience ſake towards the Lord, E 
d- could not give thy Father any thing, nor 

ee © pay him any Wages, becauſe he was a 
Ir © deceitful Worker, and a falſe Miniſter : 

f, And the Lord God of my Life required 
[if © me to bear witneſs againſt him in his 
o- © Day. And if thou doſt ſeriouſly weigh, 

n and conſider what. Cruelty thy Father 
d d ated againſt me, and the Wrong and 

* E 4 2 Injury 
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E „ K © 


«return from his Evil Ways. And in 
EY 11 4 * © my . 


. * . 


Injury he hath done me, and all for my 
. obeying the Lord; ſurely, thou mighteſt 


. eaſily ſee, that in Equity it is thy Con- 


cern, rather to make Reſtitution for the 
Goods he wrongfully took from me, and 
the long Impriſonment which, through 
his means, was unjuſtly inflicted upon 
me: than to be ſo Impudent, as to de- 
mand any thing now of me. Yet in all 
my Sufferings, the Lord my God did 
uphold me; and ſtood by me in my Te- 
ſtimony againſt thy Father : and pre- 
, ſerved me, ſo that I knew no want; 
, bleſſed be his Holy Name for ever. And 
, when thy Father, after many faithful 
. Warnings, refuſed to hear; and harden- 
ing his Heart, went frowardly on in his 


* 


Evil Way, in provoking the Lord, un- 
til his Meaſure of Iniquity was filled up: 


© then did the Lord ariſe to Plead the Cauſe 


© of him that had no Helper in the Earth; 
Land did remove the Oppreſſor out of the 


© way, by cutting him off from the Earth. 


Therefore I deſire thee to look back up- 
on thy Father's Ways and Practiſes, and 


© conſider his Miſerable End. And let that 


be as a Warning to thee, Not to follow 
© his Steps; leſt thou come to the like 
End. But the Lord knows my Heart, 
© that I did not deſire thy Father's Ruin: 


© but often in tender pity warned him, to 
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© my Sufferiags I committed: the kee ping. 


of my Soul, with all that 1 had, unto 
© the Lord: who was unto me as a tender 


© Father, and hath kept and preſerved me 


all along; and hath alſo deliver ar 


6 ſet me at Liberty; Glory over all 
© him for evermore. 
And now, James Anderton, take heed 


6 to thy ſelf, "what thou do'ſt concerning; | 


© me. "Think not that, becauſe thou haſt 


©a Law on thy ſide, an unjuſt Law will 


eexcule thee in the Sight of God: for in 


ball Ages, the Servants of the Lord ſuffer- 
© ed, under the pretence of the Breach os 


4 Law, by their Perſecutors. And know: 
© this, That it is by the Spirit of the Lord 


that I am raiſed up, to ſtand a Witneſs _ 
for him, againſt thy Ways and Practices: 
and unto him I commit my Cauſe, who 


alone is able to preſerve me; and keep. 


me in well doing unto the End. "of mp. 


6 Days. 88 
©So in the ROME” of thy Spirit de- 


t fire. thee to Conſider of what 1 have here 


© written; And to the juſt Witneſs of God 
„ appeal, to teſtifie to the Truth of it: 
And whether thou wilt hear, or not; yet. 
that will one day bring to thy remem-- 
b brance that thou aſt been warned. A 
0. * 

Written 20d Delivered. i in 

the 12th Month, 1678s 
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©  * + MyPurpoſcof Removing from phis Place, 
 - to go and Dwell at Farringdong pontinued i 
ill, with a weighty Exerciſe, upon me: 
Fet l baſtened not in it; but waited to ſee 
how the Lord would make my Way clear: 
defiring of the Lord, that he would keep 
mae always ſingle to himſelf" that whatſo- + 
4 - ever [ did, or whatſoever State I was in, 
= I might enjoy Content, Peace and Satisfa- 


=—  Qionfrom him 9 
== And as I had before laid my Intention 
42H of Removing before my Friends and Bre- 
thren in the Spiritual Relation, with re- 
ſpect to my Service for Truth in Going or 
Staying; who approved my Purpoſe of Re- 
moving: So now, that I might act with a 
decent Regard to my Outward Relations 
- allo, I went firſt to my own Father, who 
had given me that ſmall Eſtate; and ac- 
quainted him, that I had ſome Thoughts 
to part with it, provided he would give 
his Conſent : elſt not. He very readily 
gave his Conſent; and did his Endeavour 
| fo help me to a Chapman to buy it. Then 
1 went I to my Wife's Father alſo, and de- 
= fired his Conſent for my parting with it; 
Which he alſo freely gave: And thus for a 
While things went on very eaſie and well, 
nin order to my Removal, beyond my Ex- 
pectation. 
Nov although I then was, and yet am 
fully ſatisfied, that wy Purpoſe of Remo- 
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ving was of the Lord: yet, 


| foreſee) That the Lord had a further Ser- 


Compound with them, and give them ſome- 


1673. as my Man led my Horſe, 0 


was going to fetch more, John Anderton 


ate bn 
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10 
with reſpect 
to the Time for doing it, I afterwards. 


found (which I did not then preſently 


vice, and Teſtimony for me to bear, for 
his Name and Truth, in thoſe parts, be- 
fore I left that Place; which was brought | 
about after this manger. | 

The Widow of the old Prieſt that vas 
lately Dead, and her eldeſt Son (John An- 
dert on, who was bred to the Law) con- 
ſulting together; and thinking they might 
get ſome Advantage upon me, by ſtrait- 
ning me about my Removal (which they 
under ſtood was in hand :) and hoping that 
ſome one or other of my Relations would. 


Money to ſet me free; proceeded againſt - 
me, for that End, in the Corporations 
Court of Newbery, thus. 

Upon the 18th Day of the th Month... 


with Corn, into the Market at Newbery,. 
the ſaid John Anderton met him, and faid, | 
Him now Quaker ! ll have this Horſe and I 
Corn too, before thou ſhalt go out of Town, _ 
When my Man had ſet down the Corn, and 


met him again , and ſtaid the Horſe. until 
the Serjeant came with a Warrant from 
the Mayor to Attach him. Of which the 
Copy here follows. BH ; 


Burgus: 


a 
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Bages de Newbery, 2 Attach Oliver Sanſom by bis 
3 3 Goods and Chattels, —_ 
| be be and appear at the next 

Court, to be holden for the 

| ſaid Burrough, to Anfwer 

Charity Anderton in 4 


Plea of Treſpaſs. 
; Geo. Cowlſlade, Mayer. 


My Horſe being thus Arreſted, I had no 
Freedom to give Bail ; but did chooſe ra- 
ther to reſt fatisfied with the Loſs of my 
Horſe, than to contend in Law. But there 
being many People preſent, ſome of them 
would not ſuffer my Horſe to be led away: 
but, in love to me, went (though quite 

. - contrary to my Mind and Freedom) and 
gave Bail for my Appearance; which after- 

wards became a Trouble, and a Snare both 

== * me and them. _ | - 
When 1 underſtood this Action was en- 
ben againſt me in the Name of the Prieſt's 
Widow, it was weighty upon me to write 
= to her as followeth : 


\ Charit y Anderton, 


t Hereas there is an len cotred 
*. 6 - againft me in thy Name, in the 
TiGorpotation- Court of Newbery : ; where ! 
© am to appear the laſt Day of this * 
to 10 thee in a Elea of EIN. | :1l | «© 
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do not know that I did ever Treſpaſs 
«© againſt thee in all my Life. But if thou 
© thinkeſt I did, then I do wiſh that thou 
© from thy Heart could'ſt forgive all Men 
© their Treſpaſſes; that the Lord might 
© forgive thee thine. = pc. 
© But if this Suit be upon that old De- 
© mand, for which thy Husband did Caſt 


me into Priſon; and cruelly kept me 


© there until his Death: Then I deſire thee 
to Conſider in thy heart, and let God's 
Witneſs in thy Conſcience anſwer; whe- 
(ther I have not ſuffered double for that 

already. But if thou art reſolved to go 
© on, to proſecute this Matter; then This 
4 have to ſay to thee, that The ſame 
God, that did ſtrengthen and preſerve, 


© and upheld me under that Perſecution, © _ 


© and pleaded my Cauſe with thy Husband 
(then: I ſay, the ſame God is with me 
« ſtill, to keep and preſerve me, and to 
© plead my Cauſe with thee; and into his 
© Keeping and Protection I, and all that! 
have is committed. And I know and be- 
lieve, that he will ſuffer no more to cos 
© upon me, than he will give me Abilit 
© and Patience to bear: and my Sufferingg 
| © ſhall all redound to his Glory; and to 
© my Soul's everlaſting Good. 3 

_ © Therefore I do in tender love to thee, 

* adviſe thee to take heed what thou do'ſt. 
d agaiuſt-me, for he in whom my Confi- 
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« dence'is, is greater than all; And his 


"6 tender Love and Care hath deen, and 


4 ſtill is over me; and what thou do'ſt a- 
e painſt me in this matter, he will take as 


2 6 2 unto himſelf. And if thou do'ſt 


proceed in this Courſe of Cruelty, the 
£< « Wrath and Indignation of the Lord will 


© break forth againſt thee; which thy Soul 


"© ſhall feel to thy Sorrow; if thou Repent 
© not in time. And beſides; though it 
© ſhould prove to thy outward Profit, as 
© thou mayꝰ'ſt expect; yet it will occaſion 
© a ſtinking Savour to ariſe again from the 
Actions of him, who firſt began this un- 
© chriſtian Controverſie againſt me; the 
© Remembrance whereof will by this means 
< be afreſh revived : and ſo that Scripture 
will be fulfilled, which ſays, The Memo- 
rial of the Wicked ſhall rot. 
© © It is like thy Son, and thou may think 
you have entangled, and caught me in 
* your Snare, now in this Juncture of time, 


© when you heard I was to Surrender at 


c the Conrt-Leet : for thy Son ſaid he 
© would ſend me to Priſon, and prevent 


© my being there. Now this I ſay, If 1 


do ſeek this Way to prevent my being 
vat the Court; it is poſſible you may have 
-© your End : for if I do RA Surrender 
© when at Liberty, I intend never to Sur- 
render while a Prifoner. But this doth 


=O not at all ſtraiten me: for I am wy” 
ar 
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t far engaged „ but I may ſafely hold it. 


7 $ : 


And to the Praiſe and Glory of God, I 
© can boldly ſpeak it, that it was not for 

© any outward Need or Neceſſity, that I 

« went about to part with it. For not- 

_ © withſtanding the Cruelty, Spoil and Vio- - 
< lence, which by thy Husband was acted 

e againſt me; yet the Bleſſing of the Lord 
© my God hath been ſo largely upon me; 
that he hath not ſuffered my Outward 
Eſtate to be impaired; but hath rather 
© increaſed it. And this I further ſay, That 

© as the Lord, through his tender Mercy, 
© hath hitherto preſerved me, and given 

© me Victory over all that hath oppoſed 
me: ſo my Hope and Confidence is, that 

© the ſame God will continue his Kiddnels ' 
© and Mercy to me; ſo that, if ever I Re- 
© move from Boxford, I ſhall go away as 


„one, who, through Faith and Patience 


© hath obtained the Victory. So it is in 
© vain for thee to ſtrive againſt the Lord, 
© who hath manifeſted his bleſſed Truth; 
© which as I abide in, I ſhall have the Victo- 
„ry: and (through the Power of it) ſhall 
© ſurely overcome all that do oppoſe, or 
© riſe up againſt me for it. Wherefore l 
© wiſh thou wouldeſt be warned by him, 
© who deſires thy Soul's preſent and eter- 

* nal good. = - 


The 28 th of the 3 
7th Mo. 1573. 1 Two. 
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Tuo days after, the Nembery- Court was 


5 held, and the new Mayor, Richard Pococt, 


in Perſon, and proffered to render my Bo- 


it would not be accepted. My Appear- 


and becauſe I did not imploy an Attorney 
to appear for me, the Mayor preſently gave 
Judgment againſt me for Non- Appearance : 
although I did appear, according to the 

expreſs words of the Warrant; and An- 
ſwered to my Name, when I was called, 
three times in Court. So judgment being 


up with an Execution; and therefore [ 
. defired the Serjeant , that as ſoon as an 
Execution ſhould come to his hand, he 
would let me have Notice of it, that J 
might render my Body to hima Priſoner, 
to Diſcharge my Bail: and he. promiſed 
me I ſhould know, as ſoon as an Execution 
was come forth againſt me; which I rely, 


Interim, I did not go to the next Court. 
But (as I was informed) John Anderton, 
being at the Mayor's Houſe before he went 
do the Court, deſired one of the Serjeants, 
there preſent, to ſet his hand to a Paper. 
E -—The Serjeant asked, whether he might 
© _ fafelydo it without danger; and the Mayor 
telling him he might ſafely do it, for there 

1 8 88 


1 


firſt ſate as Judge there; where I appeared 
dy a Priſoner, to Diſcharge my Bail: but 


ance alſo, in my own Perſon was refuſed; 


_ entred againſt me, I expected to be taken 


© Jog on, and hearing nothing of it in the 
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was no danger in it; the Serjeant , thus 
encouraged by the Mayor, did ſet his hand 


to he knew not what: which when he had 


done, J. Anderton gave him Sixpence, and bid 


bim take it, and throw it into the Court. 
This Paper, it ſeems, was the Execution, 


which was returned Non eſt Inventus, by 
John Anderton; who got the Ser jeant to ſet 
his hand to it as his Return, not knowing 


that it was an Execution, but thought it 
had been a Scire facies : as he affirmed the 


next Court-day in open Court, and prof- 
fered to take his Oath of it. IE? 


Upon this falſe Return, on the Second 


Court-Day of this Mayor's Sitting, a Scire 


facies was granted againſt my Bail. Where» . -. # 


upon, being adviſed to render my Body to 


be actually a Priſoner before the Scire facies . 
was returned, I went to the Mayor's Houſe. _ 
on the Court-Day, before he went to tze 


Court ; and proffered to render my Body 


to be his Priſoner, deſiring him to Com- 
mit me to one of his Serjeants then pre- 
ſent, that there might be no further Pro-. 
ceeding againſt my Bail. The Mayor faid ___ 
he could do nothing until he came to the 
Court; and he bid me be there, and then 1 


might be Committed. But when I came to 


the Court, (which was but the Third Day of 
this Mayor's Sitting) though I had at that 9 7 
time an Attorney there, who moved and 
pleaded on my behalf, and ſhewed an Er- 2? 
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ba nw | 5 ; 1 
 - roriin the Return of the Execution; the 


it there, in the open Court: and when 1 
into Cuſtody, often deſiring that I might 
de committed, to Diſcharge my Bail; he 
Ek refuſed to accept the tender of my Body, 
and ordered the Scire facies to be returned 
and filed; and that being then pleaded to, 
the Tryal was ordered to be on the next 
Court- Day: Whereupon my Adverſary did 


gainſt my Bail. "© 

„When I had well conſidered of theſe 
Proceedings, perceiving plainly that the 
Mayor was beat to gratifie my Adverſary ; 


that if it were poſſible, he might have his 


Dieſign, though altogether unjuſt, carried on 
„ - 3 0 12 
EF © -.againſt me; my Spirit was ſtirred within 
me, and in the Senſe of his Unjuſt Dealing 
dy me, I wrote to him, as followeth: 


oe #1 ſmuch as the Lord hath given 
T thee Authority, as Chief Magiſtrate 
© in this Burrough of Newbery; I ſay, the 

© Lord God of Heaven and Earth hath 

© put the Sword of Juſtice into thy Hand, 


© ment, and Juſtice in thy Place : to Re- 
lere the Oppreſſed, and to be a Refuge 
Ffor the Innocent, and a Terror to Evik 

we Hy © Doers. 
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Mayor permitted my Adverſary to amend 
there alſo proffered to render my Body 


| © boaſt, that he would have a Jadgment a- 


and he requires thee to do true judg- 
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F OLIVER SANSOM. 115 
© Doers. But thou haſt diſobeyed the Lord, 
© and abuſed the Power which he hath 
given thee. For the very Firſt Day of 
thy Sitting as Judge in the Court, thou 

_ © oaveſt unjuſt Judgment againſt me, who 
eam an innocent Man, without an Hear- = 
© ing or Trial; only becauſe I did appear = 
© in my own Perſon, (according to the plain _. 8 
Words of the Warrant ;) and did not 
© hire another to appear for me, whom 1 
© knew not; not whether he would ſpeak 
© for me, or againſt me. And for this 
© only Cauſe, and no other that I know of, 
thou tookeſt Occaſion to give Judgment 
© againſt me; whereas the Charge and Ac- 
© cuſation againſt me is falſe, and a very ' - I 
© Lie. And fo thou haſt encouraged the « 7 
© Liar in his Lying, and ſtrengthned the 4 
© Hands of the Wicked: and haſt grieved ! 
© and oppreſſed the Juſt, and ſuffered the 
© Law to be perverted by wicked Inſtru- 
© ments, to be made a Snare to the-Inno- - 
© cent, which ſhould be a Refuge for ſuch. 4 
And for thy Proceedings fince, at the. © 
© Second and Third times of thy Sitting ii 
© the Court; to the Witneſs of God in tj 
© Conſcience I appeal, to plead my Cauſe 
© with thee, and to ſhew thee the Deceit A 
© of thy own wicked Heart, how thou haſt 
© acted towards me: and alſo to manifeſt ä 

my Innocency unto thee. And therefore 

my Deſire is, That thou may'ſt _ _ 

G's. Lord; 
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Lord; and Conſider that thou muſt give 


Land Authority, and of all thy Deeds done 


© in thy Body, whether they be good or 


© bad. For verily, tor that which thou 


© haſt done, and ſuffered to be done, ſince 
© thou. cameſt into Authority, is the Spirit 
© of the Lord grieved; and his Anger and 


© Indignation is kindled againſt thee. And 
- © if thou goeſt on in Provoking the Lord, 
dhe will ariſe, in his own due time, and 

will plead the Cauſe of the Oppreſſed; 


and his Wrath will break forth againſt 
© thee, and his Judgments will overtake 
©theez and bring thee down from thy 


_ © Seat, except thou Repent. | 
_ » © Therefore in true and tender love to 


© thy Soul I warn thee, in the Fear of the 
Lord, that thou take heed of what thou 
© do'ſt : for the Lord is on my Side, who 


© will take Account of what thou do'ſt a- 
© gainſt me, whether in Publick, or in Pri- 
Cyate; and to him have I committed my 


"© Cauſe, who will Plead it with thee, and 


© with all that oppoſe me for his Sake. So 
I deſire thee to turn to the juſt Principle 


© of Truth and Juſtice, the Light of Chriſt 

| Conſcience; that thereby thou 

© may'ſt be ordered, and directed to Rule 

or God; and then thou wilt Proſper in 

t thy Government; and be happy both in 
-  *this World, and in that which is to come. 


But 
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. of OLIVER SANSOM, 177 
gut this I teſtifie to thee, That thou art 
© now in the Broad Way, that leadeth to 

Deſtruction: and take heed leſt thou ar- 
rive there, before thou art aware. O that 
© thou wouldeſt be warned and Repent, 
© before It be too late, is the Deſire of my 
© Soul, who am 7 


4 Well-wiſher to Thee and all Men, | 
mh 19% OLIVER SANSOM.* - 


When the next Court-Day came (which 1 
was the 21th of the 8th Month 1673.) mpe˖ Ml 
Adverſary was confounded, or diſappointed i" 

in his Proceedings: for his Declaration was 
found ſo faulty, that he was aſhamed of 
it, and the Judgment was ſet aſide; and © 
then my Attorney pleaded for Coſts, but 
the Mayor would allow only Two Shillings, 
which my Adverſary paid down in Court. 
Then the Mayor ordered, that we ſhould 
go to Tryal upon the Merit of the Cauſe; _ 
but I laboured to withſtand it: for I well 
knew what the Event would be, if I did 
go to Tryal before them; wherefore I ur- 
ged to have my Bail firſt Diſcharged. But 
whether I would or not, my Attorney a- 
greed with the Mayor, to go to Tryal up- 
on the Merit of the Cauſe: By which I ſaw 
more plainly the diſadvantage of having an 
Attorney. by” e 
3 Where 
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Wherefore, when the next Court-Day 
came. (nich was on the 28th of the 8th 
Month 1673.) not having Freedom to gra- 
tifie the corrupt covetous Mind in the Law- 
yers, I forbad my Attorney acting any fur- | *! 
ther in- my Defence, without freſh Order I 
from me : And when the Cauſe was called, in 
1 ſpake to the Mayor, deſiring my Bail be 
might be diſcharged : for I told him I was 
informed, by. thoſe that underſtood the 
Law, that if The Principal did render his 
Body, in Diſcharge of his Bail ; it ought to 
be received, and the Bail diſcharged. 
The Mayor faid, There was no need for 
me to be a Priſoner yet: and asked me, 
Why I would be a Priſoner before there 
4 was a Neceſſity; with more words to that 
pPurpoſe. I replied, MyReaſon i is, Becauſe 
mu all your Proceedings againſt me _ 
to, I perceive there is a Snare laid, 
. cauſe the Poor Man to ſuffer, who i is Fay 
gaged for me: and therefore, to prevent 
* __ the like Snare for the future, 1 defire he 
may be diſcharged, and ſet free from his 
- Engagement, whatſoever I ſuffer my ſelf, 
And then again, I proffered to render my 
Bod y, deſiring my Bail might be diſcharged; 
which, I faid, re ewes and accord- 
ing to Law. 
| The Mayor then angrily anſwered, Who- 
ever would ſay, if the Principal rendred 
nis OI, in Diſcharge of his Bail, that ĩt 
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OLIVER SAN SOM. 179 
ought to be received, and the Bail diſehar- 
ged; He would ſay he was a Fool, and 
would lay him by the Heels. 

I replied, There are ſome, who ks 
the — as well as thy ſelf, will fay, what 
I defire in Diſcharge of my Bail, is accord- - - 

ing to Law and Juſtice ; and ought not to 
be denied me: I deſire but Juſtice. 1 

You ought, ſaid the Mayor, to give me 
Thanks, for the Juſtice I did you laſt Court- 
Day. 

All the Juſtice, replied I, that was done 
me then, was but an Undoing of ſome In- 
juſtice that was done me before. | 

At that the Mayor was in a Rage, and 
aid I affronted him, and charged him with 
[njuſtice ; and thereupon he commanded 
the Serjeant to put me in the-Cage, and 
keep me there all that Day (it being the 
Fair-Day :) for, ſaid he, I'Il make him an 
Example to all others. 

I deſired liberty to ſpeak in my own Dea , 
fence; but the Mayor would not hear me: 
but exclaiming againſt me, commanded the 
Serjeant to take me away. The Serjeant_ * 
ſaid, He had. not the Keys of the Cage 
f whereupon the Mayor commanded to ſend - - .. 
for the Conſtable ; but he came not. Then 
he commanded the Serjeant to put me in 
the Stocks: and the Serjeant ſeeing the 
Mayor in ſuch a Fury, durſt delay no lon- 
der; but taking me by the Arn, led me 
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120 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 

| gently ofit of the Hall, and then let me go; |} © 
I ſeeing the Stocks were near, went and || *« 
fate me down on them for a while: But 1 
' theSerjeant ſlunk away, like a Man aſhamed, | *t 
Now the Mayor thought I had been put in 
the Stocks; and after ſome time, when | *! 
his Rage was over, he ſent a Serjeant to 
releaſe me. 4 | . y 
This ill uſage of me, brought a Concern 1 d 
upon my Mind, to write to the Mayor k 
about it; which 1 did as followeth, thus * 
directe: | 


J Richard Pocock, Mayor of Newbery, 
; Theſe. - 


Friend, 
© YT Have a few words to communicate to 
© & thee, concerning thy Dealing with 
* me, the laſt Court-Day : Therefore I 
* deſire thee, in the Coolneſs of thy Spirit, 
© to Conſider what Cauſe or Occaſion was 
- © given, on my part, that ſhould move thee 
© to do by me as thou didſt. Thou may'ſt 
© remember what my Words were, which 
© thou took'ſt Offence at, and the Occaſion 
© of them; which was thus. As I was 
© Pleading for the Diſcharge of my Bail, 
© and urged that what I deſired was ac- 
© cording to Law and Juſtice ; Thou told'ſt 
© me, I ought to give thee Thanks, for the 
_ © Juſtice thou did'ſt me the laſt Court-Day. 

£ To which I replied, All the Juſtice that 

_: - Was 


A # 
* * 
*% 


- 
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* * 


© was: done me then, was but an Undoing 


in ſoberneſs Conſider, what Ground thou 


< upbraid thee, or glory over thee: but 


and by his Strength, I ſtand a Witneſs 


That thou may'ſt come to Repentance, 
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© of ſome Injuſtice, which was done me 
© before. Theſe were the Words thon 
© took'ſt the Offence at. And now do but 


© had'ſt to be offended at thoſe Words; 

© which may eaſily be proved true, from 
thy own Words, viz. That I had Juſtice 
done me the laſt Court Day: which thou 
knoweſt was in diſannulling and reverſing 
what had been done againſt me before 
and ſurely, that muſt needs be Injuſtic 
(which was diſannulled, and made voi 
by Juſtice. Now, I write this, not to 
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n by As 


(to let thee know, that my Suffering by 
{thee is not for Evil Doing. For the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth hath revealed his 
(living Truth unto me, and in his Fear, 


7" 


for him againſt all deceitful Hr 3 
( Prieſts, their Works and Wages: and 
againſt all corrupted Lawyers and Laws - i 
and all thoſe that Act contrary to the 1 
Righteous Law of God in the Heart, which 

{leads to do to all Men as they would be 
done unto. Sol deſire thee to weigh and 

' conſider what thou haſt done. And this = 
'know, That I am fo far from ſeeking RC. 
*venge, that I can from my Heart not only 
forgive thee: but even pray for thee, 
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122 Remarkable Paſſuges of the Life y 
| that the Lord may forgive thee alſo; and 
'© may open an Underſtanding in thee, that 
thou may'ſt ſee and diſcern, in this thy | 
Day, the things which belong to thy 
- © Soul's everlaſting Peace, before they be 
hid from thy Eyes. Which is the real 


© Deſire of 

| O. SANSOM. 

The zoth of the 8th | 
Month, 1673. 


The Court was adjourned to the Second 
day of the 1oth Month, 1673. at which 
time I appeared ; as alſo I did at three ſeve- 
ral Court-Days following, viz. The Ninth, 
the Sixteenth, and the Three and twenticth 
Days of the ſame Month: but my Adver- 
fary, John Anderton, put in no Declaration 
againſt me in all that time; only continued 

the Suit. But on the 13th of the 11th 
Month, when the Court met again, there 

was a Declaration put in againſt me. To 
which I appeared at the next Court, (hol- 
den on the 20th of the ſame Month; and 
offered to pay that which they called) The 
King's Duty. _ But the Mayor, and ſome 
of the Lawyers, oppoſed it; alledging, 
that, if ſuch a thing ſhould be ſuffered, 
That a Man ſhould defend his Cauſe with- 
out an Attorney, it would hinder the Law- 
yers Calling, and they might beg their 
Bread, whoſe Education had been ſo ay. 
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I appeared there, in open Court, 
them all. 


I ſaid, There is no need of ſuch Laws 


pers: for generally they do more hurt, 
than g 


They Rill preſſed me much to imploy an 
Attorney; which I refuſed : yet ſtill erpel 


my Perſonal Appearance, and anſwered to 


my Name, as oft as I was called in Court. 
I "fo proffered to render my Body, to 
diſcharge my Bail. Yet the Mayor would 


take no notice of it: but entred Judgment 


againſt me for Non-Appearance 3 thongh 
veer 


- T further pleaded that, ſeeing my Ad- 


verſary had put in his Declaration with- 


out an Attorney's Name to it, I might have 
the like Privilege, to make my Pefence in 


my own Perſon, and to go to Tryal with⸗- 


out an Attorney. But the Mayor fad, Ft 
could not be; it muſt not be ſuffered: 


and then he permitted my Adverſary to 

amend his Declaration, N 
Attorney's Name-to i it, after i it was filed in | 
the Court. | 


by putting in an 


On the 27th of the 11th Month 1673; 


I went to -the Court again; where were 


two Juſtices of the Peace, viz. Fohn Nngs- 


mell, and William Craven, beſides the Mayor 


and Juſtice of Newbery. The Mayor ſpake 


to me, and laid; Will you yet imploy an 
G2 Attor - 


90 OLIVER \ BANSOM. — 
able to their Parents; with much more to 
the like Effect. 
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Attorney ?.If ho ＋ yet imploy an At- 
- torney, the judgment ſhall not ſtand. What 
Ky your. > -* | 


. Throng of People, and began to ſpeak: 
bat the Mayor would not ſuffer me to 
ſſtand there, but cauſed ſome to pull me 
down; and ſaid, If I would ſtand below, 
pp the Table, I ſhould be heard. So room 
being made for me, I ſtood by the Table: 
and before I could ſpeak, ſome, that ſtood 
by me, would have pulled off my Hat: but 


Ha done. Then, in Anſwer to the Mayor's 
E = Queſtion, I ſaid, | 


the Matter in Controverſie is not a Com- 
mon Caſe, as depending meerly between 
Man and Man: But on my part, it is a 
Caſe of Conſcience towards the Lord. For 
tttzhere are many Doubts and Scruples in my 
Mind, which are very weighty to me: 


the Controverſie would ſoon be at an End. 
EE . For l have formerly declared, and do now 
17 declare, That if I were ſatisfied in my Con- 

3 Fcience;that Chriſtians ought to pay Tithes, 
any either Command or Example from 
"Chriſt or his Apoſtles ; then I ſhall bewil- 
ling not only to pay Tithes of all that I 
poſſeſs for the time to come: but alſo, for 
All the time that is paſt, to reſtore * 

2 2 1 
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I ſtood up on a Bench, becauſe of tlie 


Foln Kingſmell forbid them, ſaying, Let his 


I cannot imploy an Attorney, becauſe 


which if I were reſolved, and ſatisfied in, 


DO © ww Q* iD, oy mu moe rms ent reg mn on a we 
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* envious Prieſt , 
chriſtian- like by me (in ſpoiling my Goods, 


the Proceedings here; and do Ap 
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fold for what I have kept back. But that 


"FoLrven SANSOM. 


who hath dealt moſt Un- 


and Caſting me into Priſon, and keeping 


me there until his Death) did always re- 


faſe to Anſwer thoſe Scruples which lay 


ſo heavy upon my Conſcience, as Doubts 


in my Mind, That if I ſhould pay Tithes, 
I ſhould ſin agaiaſt God, and deny that 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh; which I dare 
not do, whatſoever I ſuffer. And I have 
been informed, and have Cauſe to believe, 
That, by the Laws of this Land, this Court 
ought not to determine any thing con- 
cerning Tithes. And therefore I do deny 
peal to 
ſuch other Courts as are by the King's 
Laws appointed to hear, and determine 
ſuch Matters. l 

When I had thus ſpoken, Juſtice Kingſe 
mel ſaid jeſtingly? What Court would you 
Appeal to? Will you go to the Court of 
Heaven ? and if fo: you may be ſure the 
Lawyers will not come there. 

After this, many more words paſſed from 
bim, and others, to perſwade me to im- 
ploy an Attorney: which I refuſed, telling 


them, No Attorney was ſenſible of the 
Ground and Cauſe of the Controverſie on 
my part; and therefore I muſt Commit my © 3 
Cauſe only to the Lord, who AE - Mi 


az 


8 me. 
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a 


Then was my perſonal Appearance a- 
gain refuſed ; whereupon I again proffered 
to render my Body to diſcharge my Bail: 
To which my Adverſarie's Attorney an- 
ſwered, We will not have your Body, we 
will have none of your Carkaſs; we are 
minded to go another way to work with 
you. While the Attorney ſaid this, my Ad- 


verſary himſelf was whiſpering the Mayor 


in the Ear; and then the Court adjourned 
until after the Term. 1 
On the 175th Day of the 12th Month 
1673. the Court ſate again, and I appear- 
ed : but the Mayor not being preſent, no- 
thing was done further in my Buſineſs; 
only the Clerk ſaid the Judgment was af - 
firmed againſt me. 3 
But on the 24th of the ſame Month, 
When the Court ſate again, my Cauſe was 
called, and the Mayor asked me, if I would 
yet imploy an Attorney ? Whereupon I 
1 a Paper, which I deſired might 
entred into their Book, and I would 
pay for the Entry. The Mayor took it, 


and read it openly in the Court; and this 


Is a Copy of it. 


Memorandum, _ 
TH AT whereas there was an Action en- 
I ted, in the Name of Charity Ander- 
ton, againſt Oliver Sanſom, in the Burrough- 

Court of Newbery ; and Judgment was given 
8 : 


againſt 
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of OLIVER SAN SOM. 17 i 
: ainſt the ſaid Oliver, for not Appearing b 
; — — and alſo gn £27 
6 pon But by reaſon the Declaration was found 
K ſo defective, that the Plaintiff” was aſhamed of 
a it; the Judgment was reverſed, and the Pro- 
6 ceedings made void. But yet the Mayor gave 
h Order for the Action to be renewed; and to go 
E to Tryal upon a new Declaration: but the ſaid 
r Oliver would not conſent to it, anleſs be might 
d change his Bail. And then he did preſſer to 
bender his Body into the Ser jeant's hands, to 
h abide a Priſoner, until he did get other Bail: 
. but all was denied. And then a ſecond Decla- 
ha ration being put in, a ſecond Appearance mas 
alſo required; and Oliver Sanſom was called 
f. h Name, to Appear in the Court, and he made 
| Anſwer, and profſered his perſonal Appearance bo 
accordingly : and deſired that he might Ap- 
pear, and make his Defence in his own proper 
Perſon ;, which he claimed as his common Right, 
and tendered Six-pence in the Court, as th: i 
King's Duty for ſuch an Appearance. But ti 
Mayor would by no means admit of bis Per- 
ſonal Appearance. Whereupon the ſaid Oliver 
did render his Body to be a Priſoner , to diſ- 
charge his Bail : but it was refuſed. This was 
done in the open Court, on the 27th of the 11th 
Month, called January, in the 26th Tear of 
the Reign of Charles the Second, nom King oer 
England, Cc. Annoq; Dom. 16733. 
And this is alſo further to be noted, Thar - KM 
Gabriel. Buck, who did engage for Oliver 
Ep „ Sanſomꝰ a 
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Sanfonv's firſt Appearance, and is the Bail fir 
mentioned above; did engage no further, than 
only for that firſt Appearance unto the Fir#t 
Aion and Declaration: But for the Second 
Appear ance there was no Bail engaged, either by 
Conſent, or Intent; unleſs it can Je by force. 


When the Mayor had read this Paper 
-openly in the Court, he could not object 
any thing againſt the Truth of it: but 
asked me, why I would have it Entred in- 
.to the Book? REY 
ls anſwered, Seeing this Paper contains a 

ort Account of the Proceedings againſt 
me; and alſo the time when I rendred 
my Body, to diſcharge my Bail: There- 
fore I judge it may ſtand me inſtead ; and 
be of Service to diſcharge my Bail in time 
to come, if need require. ” 
The Mayor then ſaid, You may have it 
Entred : but what will you give? .I will 
give a Shilling , ſaid I, to the Clerk, for 
Entring it in the Book; and for him to ſet 
his Name, as Witneſs to it. If you will 
give Five Shillings, ſaid the Mayor, you 
may have it Entred ; otherwiſe it ſhall not 
be done. I replied, Seeing I have proffer d 
' a Shilling, which is more than it can be 
-worth ; I think it very unreaſonable in thee 
to deſire more. You may let it alone then, 
aid the Mayor; and if you will yet imploy 
an Attorney, the Judgment may be rever- 
Kd. + "8 N Juſt 
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asked him, what ground he had to thinx 


could produce Statutes to prove. Then I. 
began to reaſon in my Mind about it, Whe- 
ther the Lord might not make uſe of him, 


| uy behalf : which I did as Wer E 1 
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* OLIVER : SANSOM. + r2, 
Juſt as this Diſcourſe ended, an Attor- -- 
ney ſpake privately to me, and in a loving 
manner ſaid, If I would but imploy him, nge 
would undertake to put an End to the 8 _ 
ſineſs, and throw it out of the Court. 1 8 — 


ſo? He ſaid, Becauſe an Action for Tithes- | 
ought not to be tried in this Court; as he 


as an Inſtrument, to free me from that 
Court: and ſo in my Simplicity, too ha- 
ſtily conſented to him, and gave him his. 
Fee; whereupon he Entred my Appearance 
preſently, in order to proceed in my De- 
ence. But I was much troubled, and bans” 1 
thened in my Spirit afterwards; and could YM 
not have Peace, until I had written'a Let=- "4 

ter, to forbid his Proceeding any farther on 


Friend, 


Am preſled in my Spirle to. writs, 
© | unto thee, concerning my Buſineſs, 
* which thou did'ſt enter upon at the laß 
Court-Day in Newbery; becauſe thou 
© do'ſt not underſtand the Ground of the 
* Controverſie on my part; which, in 
© ſhort, is this. About Ten or Eleven 
© Years ſince, I was Convinced by the. 


+Light of Chriſt in my Conſcience, gy 
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Deceit and Hypocriſie of the Hireling- 
© Prieſts of the Nation; who ſerve not the 


N FA 


N * "2 


I'M 
Land the Lord required me to ſtand up for 
I * him, a witneſs againſt them in their Mi- 
© niftry; both as to their Call to it, their 

* Practice in it, and Maintenance of it. 

© And in true Obedience to the Lord, and 

in his Fear, have I denied the Payment 

* of Tithes; even to the Hazzarding of 
Lall that T have in this World. For which 
= *© Cauſe I have ſuffered both the Spoiling 
=  * of my Goods, and the Impriſonment of 
© my Body: and in all my Sufferings the 
© Lord hath ſo preſerved me, that it hath 
©alf wrought for good unto me. And to 

* © his Glory be it ſpoken, he hath not only 
© made me willing to Serve him; but hath 
©given me Strength and Power to do it. 
© And 1n all my Sufferings hitherto, I have 
committed my Canſe unto the Lord; 
$ knowing the Cauſe to be his: who gave 

© me Faith and Patience to endure, until 

© he wrought Deliverance. And fo I qui- 

z etly reſted in Content, and never trou- 
© bled my ſelf to Contend with my Ad ver- 
©fary : though Advantages in the Law 
© might. have been taken. And ſo it is 
© with me ſtill, that J muſt commit my 
2 . © Caſe to the Lord; for in him is my 
Strength and Power, my Peace and Com- 
þ = fort; and Truſting nakedly in him, 1 

| 5 | © cal 
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can reſt in quiet, in the midſt of Tryals 
© and Sufferings, who hath never failed 
© me hitherto. And as the Cauſe, fort- 
« which T ſuffer, is the Lord's: So I 


© hope, I ſhall Experience (as well now, as 


© heretofore) the Power of my Preſer va - 
tion to be his; ſo ſhall the Glory of my 


© Deliverance be aſcribed to him, as his 


© peculiar Right, for evermore. 

Now as the Lord hath kept, and deli. 
 yvered me out of the Mouth of the old 
Lion: ſo I believe he will fo far ſhut the 
© Mouth of the Young one, that his Teeth: 
© ſhall not hurt me. What if his Paw 
$ ſhould tear away ſome Outward things? 
yet the Lord my God will limit him, that 
{he ſhall not go beyond his Bounds. | 


© Therefore I deſire thee to: go no furt. 


ther on in my Defence: for I cannot 
6 have Peace in Committing my Cauſe into 
«thy hands. For if. it were really in thy 
© Power to deliver me, I tell thee plainly, 
eas the Matter ſtands, I cannot accept of 
it; becauſe I expect Deliverance another 
(way: and yet I do not queſtion, but 
thou mighteſt poſſibly perform what thou 
© did*ſt Promiſe me. And indeed, at that 
© Inſtant when | retained thee, before I had 
throughly conſidered of it; I thought the 


Lord might perad venture make uſe of -» 


© thee, as an Inſtrument for my Delive- 
* yverance : but having ſince more ſeriouſl 
MDs» * weighed, 
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© weighed, and conſidered better of it; the 
Lord hath ſhewed me, that it is nothing 
*f. And he hath alſo given me to ſee, 
© That thy End is naught; and that both 
thou, and thy Fraternity there, are ſo 
© bad and corrupt, in your Practices and 
, Proceedings, that the Lord doth abhor 
you, and will one day Plead with you 
© for them. Now by what is here writ- 
© ten thou may'ſt take notice, that I do 
* utterly deny thy Proceeding any further 
{in this Buſineſs; but would have thee let 
vit alone, as if thou had'ſt never medled 
with it. 
And in tender Love to thy Soul, I ad- 
© viſe thee,to turn in thy Mind to the Light 
of Chriſt in thy Conſcience; which doth 
© fearch thy Heart, and will ſhew thee in 
© Secret all that ever thou haſt done. And 
6 {if thou wilt heed it, and obey it; then 
© thou may'ſt come to witneſs, that it will 
* not only ſhew thee Sin, and reprove thee 
for it; but it will alſo ſave thee from it: 
6 and Salvation cannot be obtained any 
other way. This is all at preſent from 
4 him, who is 


Wa Thy Friend, 
— 67 ah - O. SANSOM. 


© Theſe to the hands of ——Brooker, an At- 

torney in Newbery-Court, Pwelling at 

or near Woolhampton i in : 
Berks. 
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At the next Court (which was holden 


on the Third Day of the Firſt Month, cal- 
led March, 167.) this Attorney Brooker 


related how that I had ſent him à Letter, 


to forbid his going on any further in my 


Defence; and he ſhewed my Letter to the 
Lawyers: and they were Angry, and ſaid 
that Letter was a Charge againſt them all ; 
and ſome threatned to lay an Action vpon 
me for it. But I told them, I would ſtand 
by what I had written; and bid them Clear 
themſelves of it, if they could. 

Then addreſſing my ſelf to the Mayor, 1 


ſaid, J have committed my Cauſe to the 


Lord; who is able to deliver me, if he 
pleaſes: but if he do not deliver me out 
of your hands; yet I cannot imploy any 
of theſe corrupted Lawyers for my De- 


One of thoſe Lawyers thereupon ſaid 
Oh! he will commit his Caſe to God E 
was never a Lawyer. \ 

I replied, Neither did the Lord ſet any 


of you on work, to do as you do: but 


you are imployed by another Power; and 
your Reward will be accordingly. 

Then turning my Speech to the Mayor 
again, I ſaid, Thou doſt well know, That 
this Matter, which I am ſued for, ought 
not to be determined in this Court. Vet 
if thou art reſolved to proceed, and ſuffer 
the Law to be proſecuted againſt me, con- 
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ttrary to he heal: of it: ohas: here 1 : am 
to Anſwer it, and to ſuffer the Penalty of 


it. But I do wiſh thou may'ſt not ſuffer 
that to be acted in thy Name, and by thy 
Authority, which will be a Diſhonour to 
thee afterwards. Upon this the Court 


broke up. 
The next court- Day was the wot of 


again, and ſaid openly, I am agrieved with 
your Proceedings againſt me: for the Mayor 


knows that the Controver ſie, wherein Jam 
concerned, ought not to be decided in this 
Court; and it hath been depending here 


near half a Year already. Therefore I de- 
ſire that an End may be put to it, with- 


out any further delay. | 
The Mayor thereupon interrupting me, 


Gaid angrily, Where is your Attorney? 


I anſwered, If my Caſe ought not to be 
tried here, what need have ! of an Attor- 


ney here ? 


The Mayor then, being i in a Rage, ſaid, 


I have proffered thee very fair, and delayed 


the Buſineſs for thy ſake ; and ſtil] thou 
doſt refuſe to imploy an "Attorney : but 
abuſeſt me for it, thou ſhalt not think to 


_ eſcape ſo. Conſtable, I command you 


to take him away, and lay him by the 


- Heels. The Conſtable not making haſt, 
be ſaid again; Take him away: put him 


in oy Stocks ; z he — not think to de 


1 as 


the Firſt Month 1674. where I appeared | 
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2s he did laſt time, only fit upon the 


Stocks. 


Upon this I ſaid, I defire thee to make 


known openly what Evil I have done, for 


which I muſt now be ſet in the Stocks ? 
Thou haſt abnſed me, ſaid the Mayor; 


and told me I do not know the Law. 
Where is thy Evidence, replied I, to 
prove this? And then calling out aloud, 
J faid, Is here any Man that can bear wit- 
neſs for thee, that what thon haſt now ſaid 
is true? But no Man ſaid any thing for 


him. Whereupon he, being in a great 
Rage, ſaid, Conſtable, I command you to 

take him away; for I am in Earneſt: II 
bind him to his good Behaviour. Then 


the Conſtable haled me out into the Street: 
but did not put me in the Stocks. 

On the 24th Day of the ſame Month, 
as ſoon as the Mayor and his Company 


were ſettled in the Hall, I ſpake to them 
as followeth ; It is generally known to you 


all, that the Caſe here depending, wherein 


J am concerned, ought not to be medled 


with in this Court. And I have often ap- 
pealed to ſuch other Courts, as by the Laws 
of this Nation are impowered to hear and 


determine ſuch Matters : but I cannot be 


heard. 


The Mayor thereupon haſtily faid, Where 


is your Writ,to remove it out of this Court? 
Shew your Authority: and then you ſhall 


have it os. | I anſwered, 


of of 


\.4 


3 
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it to have deen proſecuted · here, my Ad- 
verſary could not have 
ſeeing I am like to ſuffer by this Court, 
here — ready to undergo it. But I deſire 
that no Snare may be laid to cauſe my Bail 
to ſuffer, by making Return that I am not 

o be found ; ſeeing I am here ready, and 


render my Body, to. undergo ſuch Suf- 
Fung; as this Court hath lawful Power to 
inflict upon me. 


Von ſhall hear by and by, replied the 


Mayor, what will be done in the Court. 


At that word came in my Adverſary, | 


_ Anderton, and ſaid to me, Thou muſt 


now go home on foot: for I have ſeized | 


thy Horſe. - And Rejoycing in his Wick- 
ediek „ he told his Companions, that he 
had watched where I ſet my Horſe, and 


having got a Heri Facias ſealed, he went 
2 the Serjeant, and took him; and then 


de Return of it in the Court. 
When I heard this, I ſaid, Seeing I am 


a Sufferer by this Court, I deſire to be re- 


. Whether my now rendring my 
Body to be a Priſoner, will not fully = 
ſwer the Law, Redeem my Horſe, and di 
charge my Bail? 


No ſaid the Mayor, your Horſe cannot 


thereby be redeemed. Why, ſaid I, can 


my Adverſary keep my Horſe, and yet 
come to trouble my Bail; uy Ido offer 


3 | 
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ſaid the Mayor jokingly, He will rather 


expect that you will come to Town again 
with another Horſe *ere it belong. But 


my Adverſary Jahn Anderton ſaid; he would 
keep the Horſe; and yet come upon Wy 
Bail for the remainder. 

The Mayor (who was infec my Ad- 


: verſary alſo) told me, I did trouble the 


Court; and was worthy to be ſet in the 
Stocks. Why ſaid I, what evil have I done 
or ſaid? If I have faid, or done any evil, 


Make proof if it, and here I am, ready to 
| ſuffer for it. 


Then the Mayor asked me, Are you pro- 


vided of ſureties for your good Behaviour. 


I anſwered, I need not, until ſome evil 
Behaviour be firſt proved againſt me. And 
after ſome more Words to the ſame effect, 
the Court broke up. . 

At the next Court (which was on the 


ziſt of the iſt Month, 1674.) Return was 


made in the Court, that my Horſe was Sold 
for 4 Pounds and 5 shillings. But the 
Horſe, with Bridle and Saddle, as he ſeized. 
him, was well worth 6 Pounds. | 


Then faid I to the Mayor, Is my attend , 4 4 


ance at this Court any longer required? Or 


will any ſuffering come upon my Bail, if 1 


ſhould not be preſent here? 
_ You may ask your Attorney; ſaid: the 
Mayor ſcoffingly, becauſe I would not re- 


tain an u Attorney. | Bus mn 
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to render my ſelf to be a Priſoner ? No 


may thereby underſtand, what the Court 
requires of me. LED 
But, replied the Mayor, I may chuſe 
whether I will anſwer you, or not. 
Well then, faidI, ſo far as I under- 


ſtand, the ground of my ſuffering by this 


Court is, becauſe I cannot imploy an At- 
torney. 


'Tis true, ſaid the Mayor; and 1 had 


once perſuaded you to imploy an Attorney: 
But afterwards you forbad him again. 

I have given my reaſons, replyed I, 
wherefore I cannot do it. Which are, be- 
cauſe the Caſe wherein I am concerned, is 
truly a matter of Conſcience to me towards 
the ; and none of theſe Lawyers can 
take cognizance of it. And beſides, they are 
ſo ſelf ended, and Corrupt in their practiſes, 


and deceitful in their proceedings; that I 
. have choſen rather to ſuffer by this Court 
- _ unjuſtly, then to have any thing to do with 
them, And although I ſeem vile, and con- 


temptible in your Eyes: Yet be it known 
unto you all, that Iam a Witneſs for God, 


_ your corrupt and abominable Pra- 
Win you Pray for them, ſaid the Mayor 


ſcoffingly; and try if you can make them 
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8 Remarkable Faber of the Life 
But, ſaid I, ſeeing thou {fitteſt Judge of 
this Court, it is but reaſonable, that thou 

ſnould'ſt reſolve me this Queſtion; that I 
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I replied, I have Peace with the Lord in 
my Teſtimony againſt them. And if they 


will go on ſtill in their Wickedneſs, they 


will have a reward from God accordingly. 


But I defire to know, ſaid I, whether my 
| Adverſaries Action againſt me is ended, 


or nor. 


* Your Horſe, ſaid the Mayor, is taken 


and Sold: And they are ſo far ſatisfied. 

But can they come upon my Bail, ſaid I, 

I believe, ſaid the Mayor, they do not 
intend to trouble the Bail, but will rather 
ſtay to ſee, when you will bring another 
Horſe to Town. © g 
Vet in a few Days, my Bail was ſerved 
with a Scire facias (as they call it) to ap- 
pear the next Court-Day. And being cal- 


led in Court, and not preſent to Anſwer = I | 


for himſelf, I anſwered for him, and ſaid, 
The Bail looks upon himſelf not to be 
concerned; becauſe my Goods are taken 
away already, and I have often rendred - 


my Body for his: which ought to have 4 


been received, and he diſcharged long ago. 
And if my Goods, which are taken away 
already, do not ſatisfie, or if my Adver- 
fary have any thing further againſt me; 
I do here now alſo again, offer to render 


my Body to be a Priſoner, that my Bai! 
may be diſcharged. |») 55.52 © 


Hereupon the Mayor ſaid, You ſhall be 


heard anon: Yoyr turn is not yet come. 


This 


K 
1 


This put me by for the 


N 3 
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reſent : but after 
awhile, the Matter being in Debate, I 
ſpake again, and ſaid; 

I deſire there may be no Proceeding a- 
. Sainſ my Bail, but that he may be forth- 


with diſcharged : ſeeing my Adverfary hath 
taken away my Goods, and I have ſo often 


rendred my Body, as you all know, for 
his Diſcharge; for it is altogether unrea- 
him. 5 and alſo unjuſt, to Ree againſt 

Then one  Foſeph Garrett, a Counſellor 
at Law, ſtood u (without my bidding) 
and ſaid, The Bail ought to be diſchar- 
8 becauſe the Principal bath rendred his 


"The Mayor then turning to me, ſaid, 
Bare you imployed him to Plead for you ? 2 

I anſwered, There is no need of ſuch a 
_ Quettion: : if he ſpeaks Truth, he ought 
to * heard, whether I imploy him, or 
not. ; 
If you will yet imploy an Attorney, 
did 0 Mayor, his Plea ſhall be heard: 
Bat as for you, whatſoever you ſay, we 


5 | will take as Notice of it. 


What! ſaid I, ſhall I not have Juſtice, 


3 becauſe I am not an Attorney? 


Tes, replied the Mayor, You ſhall have 
uch Juſtice as it is. 


I know not any Law, ſaid I, that binds. 
me to innig; an Attorney: but thou art 
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FF of OLIVER SANSOM.. 1 
bound, both by the Law, and by thy-Oath, + 
to do Juſtice. And if thou, ſitting Judge 
in this Court, do'ſt ſee Injury and Injuſtice 
done; and wilt not reſtrain it, but wink 
and Connive at it: it will certainly be 
| charged upon thee.; and before the Lord 


* 


* 


thou wilt be found Guilty of it. : 
It is true, ſaid the Mayor, I think fo 


too. But this ſpake he in a Scornful 


manner. | 
Then ſaid I, may not my Bail have Li- 
berty uatil the next Court-Day, to Ap- 
pear ? And Counſellor Garrett ſtood up a- 


gain, and deſired it. Whereupon the Mayor | 


laid, Upon this Motion of Mr. Garrett it 
ſhall be granted. But take Notice, I will 
not hear you after next Court-Day. And 


then, in a light manner, he ſaid to me, 


You have learned Skill and Knowledge 
in the Law , by coming ſo often to t 


to him. 


* 


LY 
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bes 
Court. | BEE. 
| Now after the Court was riſen, per» 
ceiving them ſtill bent to go on Wickedly - 
and Unjuſtly ; I, was preſſed in my Spirit, 
in the Conſideration: thereof, to write a 
gain to the Mayor: and once more ta 
warn him to fear the Lord, and to do 
Juſtice; and to put a ſtop to, and rel 
ſtrain thoſe unjuſt and unrighteous Pro 
ceedings, which in their Court they wers. 4 
Carrying on againſt me. And thus It 
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Deſire thee to 83 ——_ al to 
Mind how thou haſt dealt by me all 


© Magiſtrate in Newbery. I ſay, Conſider 
© whether thou haſt been as an Impartial 
© Judge betwixt me and my Adverſary : 
© and whether thou haſt done towards me, 
© as thou wouldeſt be done by. I appeal 
to God's Witneſs in thy Conſcience, to 
give an Anſwer; and to plead with thee 
on my behalf. For the Lord God, the 
© righteous judge of Heaven and Earth, 
knows thy Thoughts, and ſearches th 
Heart; and the Deceit and Wickedneſs 
© thereof is not hid from him : and unto 
© him an Account muſt thou give of all 
thy Deeds done in thy Body, and a Re- 
3 — accordingly ſhalt thou receive; for 


there is no Reſpect of Perſons with him. 


1 Therefore be not light and vain, but 
- © ſerious ; and fear the mighty God: for 

© in his Hand thy Life and Breath is, who 

& can take it from thee, when he pleaſeth. 


© And in his Fear, and by his Strength, do 
© T this day ſtand a Witneſs for him, a- 


c painſt the Hypocritical hireling Prieſts ; 
© who ſerve themſelves, but not the Lord: 
© and ſeek their Gain from their Quar- 
© ters. And alſo my Teſtimony is againſt 


the . Covetous, fraudulent Law- 
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6 21. ever ſince thou haſt been Chief 
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half; and I do teſtifie, that they who 


prevent it not. But as the Cauſe, for 
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vers; who, for filthy Lucre ſake, will 
6 Read for any thing, be it never ſo Un- 
Cuſt, I ſay, the Lord's Controverſy is 
@ againſt them all. And he hath raiſed 
„to ſtand a Witneſs on his be- 


do ſuch things, ſhall not eſcape his righ- 

© teous Judgments : but his Wrath and 
Fury will ſurely be poured out upon them, 
except they ſpeedily repent. And for 
this my Teſtimony, even for not Feeding 

the Prieſts, and for not imploy ing the 
Lawyers, have I ſuffered by this Court; 
and am like to ſuffer more, if the Lord © 


(which I ſtand, is the Lord's: ſo inte 
(the Lord's hands have I committed both 
(my ſelf and it; and he will ſurely Plead 
tit for me, and take my part againſt all 
© thoſe that do oppoſe me. Therefore I 
adviſe and warn thee, to take heed what 
thou do'ſt againſt me: for whatſoever mM 
thou do'ſt againſt me herein, the Lora ll 
(will take it as done unto himſelf; and 
© will recompence thee accordingly. And 
if thou do'ſt ſuffer ſo great Injuſtice to 
© be done, as to cauſe my Bail to ſuffer 
© then know for certain, that as ſuch Pro 
© ceedings are hardly to be parallel'd a- 
*mong Tyrants and Unjuſt Judges, and 
for ſuch Injuſtice thou can'ſt ſcarcely. 
find a Preſident 3 ſo ſhall thy Recom- 
 _ © pence 


1 


1 
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144 Nenartable Paſſages of the Liſe 
© pence be from the Lord. Wherefore, 
sin tender Love to thy Soul, I warn thee 
* to Fear the Lord, and do Juſtice ; if not 
* for my ſake: yet for thy Oath ſake, and 
for thy own Soul's ſake, let it be done, 
t and defer-not to do it in this particular. 
But if thou art reſolved thus unjuſtly to 
* proceed : then know aſſuredly, that the 
* Lord will appear for me, and avenge my 
innocent Cauſe; and his Judgments will 
© ſeize upon thee, and his Terrors will 
* © compaſs thee about, as a perjured Per- 
© fon, and one that hath been Perfidious, 
© © and Unfaithful both to God and Men. 
Therefore, while thou haſt time, be 
: faithful to do what the Lord requires 
dio thee; which is, To do-Juſtly , and 
love Mercy, and walk humbly with him. 
And Remember thou haſt been warned 
by him, who wiſheth thy everlaſting 
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The ſame Day I came with my Bail to 
the Court ; and the Bail being called ap- 
peared, and ſaid, Here is the Man himſelt, 
Who renders his Body for my. Diſcharge: 
Wherefore I deſire to be diſcharged. 
The Adverſary, John Anderton, was not 


there himſelf ; But his Attorney pleaded, 
3 =: | =] fſaying, 
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ging, It is now too late to render your > 
Body, becauſe the Scire facias is returned. 
And the Mayor aſſented to it. Where 
upon I ſaid, I have proffered to render my 
Body almoſt every Court-Day for a great 
while; only deſiring to have my Bail diſ. 
charged: : and if the rendering my Body — "Ii 
before the Scire facias was returned, be 
ſufficient, to diſcharge the Bail ; then ſure- 
ly this Man ought to be diſcharged. 
Thereupon two or three of the Lawyers 
(being weary. of me, and willing to be rid 
of me) ſtood up to Plead for me; and ſaid, 
They could bear witneſs that what I fac 
was true: for to their knowledge, I bac ĩ 
often rendred my Body for his Diſcharge, * - - 
before the Scire facias was returned. at 
that my Adverſary's Attorney being o. 
fended, asked them, Who imployed them 
to plead my Cauſe ? and many words there: 
upon paſſed between them, in contending 
one with another. But the Steward of = 
the Town (who bare a great Sway in tze = 
Court) happening to be there at that time, _ © ü 
when he underſtood the Matter, debated _ = 
It with the reſt, till at length he brought "= 
them to agree, and conclude that the W 
ought to be diſcharged upon my rendering 
my ſelf : And fo forthwith he was dit: = 
charged in open Court. 1 
Now was J a Priſoner. And as the Joo | | 
Fant was leading 1 0 of the wa” 
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1346 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
i” the Compter-Priſon, ſome of the People Qua 
asked why I would go to Priſon? Telling yjce 
me, It were better to refer the Controverſie A 
into Mens hands, to be ended between my } 5.6 
Adverſary and me. | of tt 

I told them, I had long ago proffer'd F ver 
his Father, and was ſtill willing to ſtand Nin h 

to the ſame, That if he could make it ap- ¶ nov 
pear by the Scriptures of Truth, that Mi. ¶ him 


niſters of the Goſpel, by any Command of there 
Cliriſt, or his Apoſtles, ought to receive gran 
Tithes, and force People to pay them; I vas 
then I would, for whatſoever I had kept I defer 


_ back, reſtore Seven-fold. : 
At this they ſeemed to deride me; and I then 
= would hardly abide to hear it: but told I znot 
me, That was not a place to talk of Scrip- was; 
= ture; or to diſpute about Matters of the upon 
= _- Goſpel. Wherefore, as I paſſed on from did 1 
them, I ſaid, Seeing it is to me ſuch a tion, 
weighty Matter, and lies upon my Con- ¶ At w 
= ſcience towards the Lord; therefore I can- Mayc 
WW not commit it to be determined by Men, I ne f 
= though they may be counted indifferent. when 
= For in ſhort it is thus with me, that I ſhall I fid t 
E rather chooſe to ſuffer the Loſs of all | befor 
have ia this World; yea, and my own Life laid a 
Alo, than conſent to pay a Farthing on this I to C. 
| __- 1 3 
= Now [ being a Priſoner in the Compter- Spirit 
Priſon, the 3 e co Anſw 
0 r, that ould not ſuffer ing rl 
mo Keepe > | Quakers . 
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Quakers to come to me, leſt there ſhould be 
Meetings. 


After I had continued two Weeks a pri- 


ſoner, the Court ſate again, on the 28th 
of the 2d Month 1674. And then my Ad- 


verſary John Anderton (being vexed that, 


in his e the Bail was diſcharged) 
moved the Court that he might come upon 
him again. And the Steward not being 
there, the Mayor hearkened to him, and 
granted his deſire. So that the poor Man 
was conſtrained to imploy an Attorney to 
defend him; although he had been before 
diſcharged in open Court as aforeſaid. And 
then my Adverſary John Anderton, entred 
another Action againſt me alſo, while 1 
was a Priſoner : Which I continued to be, 
upon Proceſs (as they called it) but they 
did not proceed to Judgment and Execu- 
tion, until the 16th of the 4th Month 1674. 
At which time the Court being held, the 
Mayor commanded the Serjeant to fetch. 
me from the Compter; which he did. And 
when 1 was come into the Court, the Mayor 
ſaid to me, 1 thought you had been at home 
before this time. Come, here is an Action 
laid againſt you, for Thirteen Pounds due 
to Charity Anderton upon Account. 

, feeling the weight of their wicked 
Siri Its, ſtood ſtill; and did not quickly 
Anſwer. Then ſome of the Lawyers, ſee- 
ng he Declaration lie before them, faid 
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2 48 Rewerkable Paſſages of the Life 
to me, Did you ever Account with her for 


To much ? Whereupon I anſwered, I do 


owe her Nothing; nor did ever Account 


with her for any thing. Then ſome inter- 
rupting me, ſaid, You were beſt to imploy 


an Attorney; and then you may defend 


your ſelf, overthrow your Adverſary, and 


recover Coſts. But I replied, I cannot 


meddle with an Attorney. But this Action 


zs altogether Unjuſt, and the Declaration 


moſt Untrue. For ſhe might as truly de- 
clare againſt any Man here, for Account- 


ing with her, as againſt me : for I never 


did Account with her in all my Life; nei- 
ther do I owe her any thing. g 

The Mayor then, to enſnare me, ſaid, 
Bring hither a Book. Which being brought, 


he ſaid to me, Come, Will you Swear 
here before us, that you owe her Nothing ? 


and that you never accounted with her ? 


And as I began to ſpeak, the Mayor inter- 
rupting me, ſaid, Anſwer 
ou Swear, or not? 

II dare not Swear, ſaid I, whatſoever | 
ſuffer. But I can Teſtifie, as in the Sight 


plainly, Will 


of the Lord, that I owe her Nothing; 


nor ever Accounted with her. Then | 
muſt give Judgment againſt you, ſaid 


the Mayor. It ſeems, then ſaid l, that 


becauſe I cannot Swear, Judgment mult be 
given againſt me. No, replied the Mayor, 
that was offered but by the by. But you 


may 
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de will now preſerve me: and alſo deliver® | a 
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ſhalt have a legal Trial. Nay, faid Il! 4 
cannot i re je an Attorney. But l have {> EY 
committed my Cauſe to the Lord, wha XZ 
hath bitherto preſerved me; and l believe. 2 4 
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me in due time. A 1 
Then the Mayor ſaid to the Serjeant. 
who was my Keeper, You had beſt look | 
to him, and keep him cloſe; unleſs you . 3 
will pay the Thirteen Pounds. The Ser- - 
jeant ſaid, He was not able to pay it. But. 
I faid, I have been kept above two Years . "4 = 
alread y a cloſe Priſoner (and not ſo much 1 1 
2s ſaw my Outward Habitation) and all for. =S il 
thi very Matter that this is grounded. og: 4 (''y 
on. But what did he gain who was be == 


But I (faid my Adverſary ) will kind. 
thee Twenty Years now, if 1 live ſo long, 
Thou can'ſt do nothing at all, ſaid I, a- 
gainſt me, unleſs the Lord give thee —_ 
Leave; and then he will give me strengen rh 
to bear it. 3 

So Judgment being entred againſt me, I 
was had back to Priſon ; and two Days 
after an Execution was taken forth, upon 
which I was to be kept cloſe. And tben = 
my Keeper dealt hardly, and cruelly b7ßß i 
me for ſome time; ſeeking to Compel meme 
to ſatisfie his unreaſonable Demands for 
Ladens. Ce. 1 becauſe 1e — - Fry 
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bow under, nor ſubmit-to, 1 ſuffered ſome 


Hardſhip. in the Priſon, upon which J fell 


Sick; and my Sickneſs turn'd to the Small 
Pox: which was ſo ſore upon me, that [ 
was nigh unto Death. But it pleaſed my 
tender God to be my good Phyſician, and 
to raiſe me up again in his own time. 


While I was thus in Priſon, the Woman 
at whoſe Suit I was Impriſoned (whoſe 


Name was Charity Anderton) ſpeaking with 
a Friend who was coming to vilit me in 


the Priſon, deſired him to Remember her 


Love to me, and to my Wife : whereupon 
ſomething aroſe in my Mind to write to 


her; which [ did thus. 


— Chari Anderton 5 


Underſtand that A. H. bad "I Dif- 
_ courſe lately with thee concerning 
6 me; and that thou did'ſt bid him Re- 
& member thy Love to me and my Wife: 
© And that thou alſo ſaid'ſt, If I would 


© fend thee ſome Money, then I ſhould ſee 


© kow reaſonable thou would'ſt be- with 
me, or the like. Now this | ſay, If thou 
© had'ſt any true Love in thy Heart to me 
© or my Wife, I think thou could'ſt not 


deal fo by us, as thou haſt done; for thy 


© Son to Forge a Lye in thy Name againſt 
© me, after this manner, viz. That I ac- 
© counted with thee for ſuch a Sum of Mo- 


2e, ſuch a _ of the * within 
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the Liberty of Newbery; and that I pro- 
- miſed thee Payment : yet notwithſtand- 
ing (though often deſired) refuſed to per- 
© form my Promiſe. Upon ſuch a wicked 
« Lye is thy Suit brought againſt me; and 
gu Execution thereupon pfocured, to 
keep my Body cloſe in Priſon. And in 
© that time I was viſited with the Small 
«© Pox In the Priſon ; whereupon my dear 
Wife, hearing I was Sick, came to be 
with me; and tarried with me about a 
© Week: And then ſhe beginning to be 
© Sick alſo, my Keeper, fearing ſhe would 
© have the fame Diſtemper, would by no 
© means ſuffer her to continue in the Pri- 
© ſon with me. And ſo ſhe, being Ill, and 
© ia danger of the Diſtemper, was by force 
© ſeparated from me; and though | lay 
© then very weak, ſhe was conſtrained to 
get a Man and an Horſe, to carry her 
*to our Habitation at Farringdin, being 
© about 20 Miles off. I tell thee truly, 
© that this thing was harder to me, than 
any thing I ſuffered by thy Husband. 
© And if this be ſome of the Fruits of thy 
Love to us; then I muſt tell thee, This 
Love of thine is very great Cruelty. 
© But yet the tender Love of the Lord 
my God hath indeed been manifeſted, 
*and extended to. me in a very large 
* Meaſure, in preſerving and ſtrengthen= 
Ling me, and railing me up again: So 
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kat now I am pretty well recovered; || , 01 
”  _©< bleſſed and praiſed be his Holy Name o- it 
der all for eder. « his 


And as for ſending thee Money; this 
tell thee, in the lategrity of my Heart, I , 
| © That I cannot, nor dare do it, be it ne- . 


© yer ſo little: for I am Convinced, and . *"* 
certainly | perſuaded, and ſatisfied in my . 55 
© Conſcience, that if I ſhorld do ſuch a Y 
thing, I ſhould fin wilfully againſt the  , 7" 
© Lord, and bring Condemnation upon my . e. 
© own Soul. Therefore l ſhall rather chooſe ag 


© to ſuffer the Loſs of all I have in this 
© World, yea my very Life alſo; rather . ob 
than conſent to do ſuch a thing: There -. 17 
© fore let thy Expectation concerning that Xo 
© matter, be at an End. * : J 
And now the Lord hath ſuffered thee . an 


' © to caſt my Body into Priſon, thou may'f av, 
Remember thy Husband did the like, for . t 
© the very ſame Wages, which thou do'ft 7 


now pretend to claim. O conſider, What . 
© © Profit did he reap thereby? Or, what , ei 
Benefit was it to him? Was it not bs . 
© Burden on his Dying Bed? And do not tho 
thou look for, nor expect any other, than 
the fame Reward that he had: becauſe 
© thy Deeds are the ſame with his. For 
© the Lord, who was with me then, is 


with me now; even the ſame God that N 
kept me, and delivered me out of the 0 


Shand of thy Husband. To him have I 17 
oe” £ = | | | a COM- X 
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committed my Cauſe, and he will Plead 

it with thee in his own due time: for in. —, 

his Hand thy Life and Breath is, and 

thou ſhalt not be able to Eſcape his Ju- 

ſtice; but his righteous Judgments will 

c e overtake thee, and thy Reward will be 

t according to thy Deeds. But I do here- 

by acquaint thee, that I deſire no Re- 

c venge upon thee : but leave thee to the 

Lord to Plead with thee, and make known: 

my Innocency unto thee. And the Lord: 

cis my Witneſs, that in true Love to thy; 

soul, I have beſought the Lord for thee ;. 

« deſiring that he would put it into thy 

Heart, to ceaſe thy Cruelty towards me; 

t becauſe I know it will turn to thy hurt, 

tand Sorrow in the End. And that thou: 

© may*ſt alſo come to do thoſe things, which 

the Lord requires of thee; which if thou. 

 waſt faithful in, would conduce to tha 

peace, and well-being of thy Soul for 

ever. And J can truly ſay, that I have 

true Love in my Heart towards thee; al- 

though thou art my open Enemy, and . 

am a Sufferer by the. I 

dete 0. SS: 
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Now was I ſettled in Priſon upon an 
Execution, not to ſtir ſo much as Without 

the Door; and without any Proſpe& of 

be; "2.4 ___ Dell 
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1354 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
Dieliverance, or Ground to expect it. But Lor. 
I was well ſatisfied, in the Will of the tho 
Lord; being fully reſigned up unto him, I ſpec 
* And deſiring his Will might be done in all I Plac 
things: And as he knew what was beſt 1 Fe 
for me; ſo my Breathings were unto him, I} loft) 
that he would Glorifie himſelf in me and ceivi 
by me, whether in Bonds, or at Liberty. nent 
And as I was thus given up in my Spirit,  Prou 
and quietly ſatisfied in my Suffering: the ther 
Lord made way for my Releaſe, in a ſud- that 
den and unexpected manner; which thus bout 
was brought about. | 
During the time of my Impriſonment, up t 
it pleaſed the Lord to ſend a great Diſtra- could 
Sion among the Magiſtrates of Newbery ; 
=— - even ſuch a Confuſion, as hath not been 
=  Kkaown, nor heard of in that Place, ſince 
= it was a Corporation. For George Comſlade 
ho had been Mayor the Year before, and 
= when he was going out of his Office, had 
granted the firſt Warrant againſt me) was 
taken away by Death : and this Richard 
Pocock (the next imperious Mayor) in the 
Height of his Pride and Ambition , was 
pulled down from his Chair with Shame; 
as I had fore-warned him he ſhoutd be. 
= For the Lord, in his Juſtice, doth ſuffer 
Confuſion to fall upon the Wicked, who 
=. have deſpiſed his Mercy; ſo that one 
Wicked Man becomes a Scourge unto ano- 
ther: and by ſuch Ways and 3 th 
N FITS > Lox 
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Lord ſometimes doth bring Deliverance un- WT Ze 
thoſe that truſt in him; and ſo, With re- 
ſpect to my Impriſonment, it was in b 
Place at that time. 

For the Prieſt of that Town, and this . 
| lofty Mayor, fell at Strife, about the Re- 
ceiving of that which they call The Sacra- 
ment of the Supper. And being both of them 
Proud and High- minded Men, ſo that nei- 8 ä = 
ther of them could well abide an Equal in 
that Town ; they fell out, as was ſaid, a- 
bout their Bread and Wine, to that de- 
gree, and the Enmity on both ſides roſe 
up to that height, that no Agreement 
could be hoped for between them: but to 5 
Law they would go, and did, with might 
and main. And being both of them ex- 
ceeding Subtle, and Expert in the Law. 
(for the Mayor was a Lawyer by Educa- 
tion, and the Prieſt was better acquainted 
with the Law, than with the Goſpel:)- 
they ſeemed, for a great while, ſo equally. 
matched every way; that the Lookers on 
could not diſcera, which of them was.moſt 
likely to have the Victory; though molt 
thought the Mayor would have carried the 
Cauſe, until the very laſt. But when, at 
the Aſſtze (which was holden at Abingron 
in the 5th Month 1674.) they came to 
Trial; the Prieſt overcame, and got the 
eff over the Mayor: and brought him 
ex oh 0 ons that he was Fined | ina great 
ES: Sum 


5 * MSI, — bo 
. P : N " <p enn TONE EY a 0 4 
an * . r * by 2 N ö * a * * 
n S W x a HE. * 
o : TY N a So OF 4 * 2 1 * 1 
28 2 ”” * £5 2 4 25 * 
n WG 4 


6 Remarkable Faſſages of the Life . 


3 


15 ; 

" 8 

* * — , 
—_— 
_— 


Baut within ſomething more than a Year 
after, my envious Adverſary, John Ander- 


ton, died miſerably, having been a filthy, 
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Saum of Money, and turned out of his Place 
- -— of Mayoralty beſide. And he being thus 
ſhamefully degraded from his Office, all 
the Proceedings which had been in that 


Court, and the Judgments thereupon given 
under his. Authority, from the time called 


- © Eafter paſt, were made Null and Void: 
and thereby my Impriſonment became con- 
trary to Law. ET 


Whereupon one of my Relations began 
to ſtir in the Buſineſs, both to procure my 
Liberty, and to call my Adverſary John 
Anderton in Queſtion for my Falſe Impri- 
ſonment, Which when he underſtood, he 


- ſought by all means to have it put to Re- 


ference ; which that Relation of mine, 


Hhopeing to be awarded a great Sum of 


Money for my Falſe Impriſonment, agreed 
unto, without any either Conſent or Know- 
ledge of mine. But the Perſons to whom 


the Matter was refered, never brought it 


to any Iſſue, and ſo it reſted ever ſince. 


lewd, unclean Perſon. 


Thus it pleaſed the Lord to work my 


Deliverance : So that on the 22th Day of 
the 7th Month 1674, after I had ſuffered 
Impriſonment 23 Weeks (not without ſome 


Hardſhip, and much Hazard of my,Life) 


I was ſet at Liberty ; But the whole time 
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that I was entangled in that Court, from 
the firſt to the laſt, was a whole Year, . 
and ſome Days over. But in all my Suffer 
' ings and Exerciſes, the Lord was with me, 


and ſupported me; ſo that I have great 
Cauſe to ſay, The Lord is worthy to be 
truſted in, and waited upon : for his Fa- 


therly Care, and tender Compaſſions never 


fail; but his Mercy endureth for ever. 


During the time of my Exerciſe and Suf- 


ferings in Newbery-Court aforeſaid ; ano- 


ther Exerciſe, of another kind, befell me, 
in a Controverſial way, with one Benjamin 


Woodbridge, a Preacher to the Presbyterians 
there. Which though it began, and ended 


before I was ſet at Liberty; and ſo in point 


of time, ſhould have come in ſooner : Vet 
I choſe rather to reſerve it to this places” 


— 


the Account of my Trials there. 


This Benjamin Moodbridge had heen Prieſt 


than by bringing it in before, to interrupt 


of Newbery in the Times of the Protectors. 
But when K. Charles the Second was reſto- 
red to the Crown, he was diſplaced; and 


thereupon lurking up and down, hid hinf= 


ſelf in Holes and Corners, to avoid Perſe- = 


cution, until the time that the King ſent 


forth his Declaration for Liberty of Con- 


ſcience: and then he Crept out again, and 
coming to Newbery, where he had been 


— * * 


_— 12 


” 1 a ; 


Puigſt, preached openly; and had great. ii 
Petings, for ſome time in the Market. 
5 ; 


* „ 
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Niue, and afterwards in a Barn. In one 
boden thoſe Meetings more eſpecially, did this 
Non-Conforming Prieſt open his Mouth 
wide againſt us, the People called Quakers. 
= Which hearing of, a Concern came upon 
my Spirit to write to him about it; and 
that drew on, for ſome time, an inter- 
courſe of Letters between us: but the Oc- 
caſion of my firſt Writing to him was up- 
on ſome words, which I was told he ſpake 
_ Privately againſt us, to a Young Man, to 
diſſwade him from Coming to our Meet- 
E ings. And that which I wrote to him 
_ was thus. 


WE E Benjamin Woodbridge, 
Had lately ſome Words with a Young 
3 Man, who ſome time paſt was. a Fol- 
= © force of thee © but he hath ſince come 
ag among us, at our Meetings. Yet before 
= "Che left thee (being well perſwaded of 
_ : the Way and Truth, which we believe 
io and profeſs; and not finding that with 
= © thee which could truly ſatisfie:) he went 
to thee, as I underſtand, for Advice, 
=_ - * * celiring thee ſingly to give thy Judg- 
muent, concerning Going to the Meetings 
of the people called Qualers, Whether 
e it was a Duty, or a Sin, to go to them? 
© And thy Anſwer to him was, e 
5 <itis a Sia. - 


+ 


«Now 


* 
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Now for the Truth's ſake, which is 
* dearer to me than my Life, Iam at this 
© time concerned to write unto thee; and 
© in the Fear of the Lord to Charge thee, 
© as thou wilt Anſwer it before him in the 
© dreadful Day of Account; that thou de- 
« clare plainly what thou knoweſt, or can'ſt 
prove, concerning the Doctrines which 
© we hold forth, or our uſual Practice of 
© Meeting together to worſhip the Lordz 
© which may be any Ground for thy Aſſer- 
_ © tion before-mentioned, viz. That it is 
ea Sin for People to hear us. For if it be 
© a Sin for People to Hear our Doctrine 
« ſurely then it muſt needs be a greater 
© Sin to them who Preach thoſe Doctrines: | 
© and the Doctrines themſelves muſt needs 
«© be Sinful, and contrary to Truth and 
© Righteouſneſs; which cannot be heard 
© without Sin to them that hear them. 
© Therefore I do again, in God's Fear, 
© charge thee to declare, and make known' 4 
© in Writing plainly and publickly, where: 
ee in our Doctrines, which we hold forth, 
do any way tend to lead People into Sin. 
And further, I Challenge thee to make it 
b © appear wherein, and in what Particulars, - 
our Doarines and Principles are contra” 
- ry to the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apo- 
_ * ſtles, recorded in the Scriptures. Leave = 
. © off Back-biting ; come forth and be plain- | == 
© hearted; for we deſire tio Favour from 
88 r 
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Hoss keble te baſtbes of ihe „ 2 


5 : 7 If our Meetings be ſo Sinful and | af 
3 Dangerous, make them appear ſo, ifthou fa 
can if, in the Sight of all People. But if ſt: 
EF . our Meetings are indeed only to wait = © 
_—— upon the Lord, and to worſhip him in A 
Z Spiritandin Truth ; and our Preaching a” 


© and Doctrines are only to ſtir up People | 
© to Rightecuſneſs and Holineſs (and thou i 


© can'ſt not prove the contrary) then thou In 

© oughteſt to Confeſs thou haſt wronged He 

© us, and ſuggeſted falſly againſt us. So pu 
come forth plainly and honeſtly, and let for 

© us know what thou haſt againſt us: or T5 Wa 

© elſe lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, and 1 

let thy Silence be a clear Evidence, to it 

« teſtifie for us; and for the Purity of. that ons 
Wap and Worſhip, which the Lord hath der 
made known unto us, and hath owned An 
A © and preſerved us in. 1 remain Eff. 
| wer 
A Lover of Truth ab Na ! bu 4 fn 
Witneſs againſt * and Deceir, ting 
and 
: 8 0. 8 ANSOM. ney 

my 
This Letter was delivered to him, but my 
2; ky never returned any Anſwer. So that 7 
e Serpent · like, he had Crept be- Ties 
hind us, and attempted to. have bruiſed rel 

our Heel, by ſmiting ſecretly at us behind be x 


our Backs : vet it was Wü manifeſt, 55 
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7 bis Silence at that time, that he durſt = ' 
appear openly, to make good what he had 
ſaid againſt us, to our Faces; notwith- 
ſanding that he was challenged, and pro- 
voked to it. And fo his Silence, in not 

Anſwering my Letter, might be taken as 
a clear Evidence for us. | 

After this, I heard not of any thing he 
{aid concerning us, for about half a Year. 
In which time our Friends having taken an 
Houſe to meet in, which ſtood in a more 
publick Place, than where they met be- _— 
fore; He from thence took Occaſign to j 
break forth againſt us in Preaching, be- 
fore a great Aſſembly of People : So that 
it was generally talked of, both in Towa 
and Country, how he endeavoured toren- . 
der us, and our Principles odious to his 
Auditory. Yet had it not altogether tg 
Effect he wiſhed ;- for many of his Hearers - nl 
were. not pleaſed with him for it: and "ih 
ſome of them ſpake to me about it, rela- _ - = 
ting much of what he had ſaid againſt un; 
and one of them in diſpleaſure Lad, He 
never heard the like before. 1 

When I had pondered theſe things in 
my Mind, I was troubled, and grieved in 
my Spirit for the Man; Conſidering how =_ 
Unmaaly z yea, how Uncivilly, a 8 = 
Unchriſtian like he had dealt with us, in "-Mf 
refuſing to- Anſwer. my Letter, whereby 
be 88 dare let us nee — 
; wail 
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what he had againſt us: and yet to retain 
ſuch Envy and Malice in his Heart againſt 
us, and to belch it out in ſuch a noiſom 
manner; even, as much as in him lay, to 
incenſe the Peoples Minds with Prejudice, 
and to raiſe them into Enmity againſt us. 

* » Wherefore I was much preſſed in my Mind 
to write to him again; in much Tender- 
neſs deſiring, and even intreating him, to 
give me under his Hand in Writing, what 
he had declared openly againſt us: And 
this I did, to the End that, if poſſible, I 


- Stage (as it were;) either to prove what 
due had charged us with, or elſe to Clear 
us of it. Wherefore I wrote thus unto 
E 1 : D h im. —_— 


8 Benjamin Woodbridge, 


B ed, both in Town and Country here- 


* ſtant Month, thou Preaching at Newbery, 
E -* didſt in thy Sermon ſpeak very much a- 
E > * gainſt the People, called Quakers; Gharg- 
3 * ing them to hold very dangerous Princi- 
= * ples, and as Denyers of the chief Funda- 
mental Points of Religion, and the true 
Marks of a Chriſtian : And alſo, that 

© what they made a ſhew of Outwardly, in 

© Point of Worſhip, &s. is but in meer De- 


_ » 
* 


— 
2 


might bring him forth openly upon the 


1 FJOraſmuch as it is commonly report- 


a, That upon the gth Day of this in- 


cceit and Hypocriſie, to gain * 
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And much more to this purpoſe, it is 
© generally reported, thou did'ſt then and 
there ſpeak, and declare to a Multitude 
© of People, who were at that time Con- 
© gregated together. | 
© Now [ being a Man who, for ſome time, 
© have walked among thoſe deſpiſed People, 
and being in my Heart well-perſwaded of 
the Truth of their Doctrines and Princi- 
* ples; and (in the Fear of the Lord God 
© I can ſpeak it) it hath been, and is 
the real Intent, and Purpoſe of my Heart 
© to ſerve the Lord, and to be given up to 
© follow him fully, and to obey him in all 
© things that he requires of me, according 


to the Light and Underſtanding he hath 


given me: I can truly ſay, I count not 
© any thing in this World dear unto me, 


© ſo that I may receive the End of my Hope, 


© even the Salvation of my Soul, and that 
« I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and lay 
© down my Head in Peace, when Time here 
© to me ſhall be no more. This is the real 
latent and Purpoſe of my Heart; and the 
«© Sincere Deſire of my Soul: as the Lord, 
© who ſearches the Heart, knows; and can 
© bear me witneſs. And I have often de- 
© fired, and do truly wiſh that all People, 
yea, my very Enemies, might (if it were 
© poſſible) know, and underſtand the moſt 
« ſecret. Intent and Bottom of my Heart, 
© as the Lord doth. And ſo, I my ſelf de- 
„„ teſting 
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|. _ *to appear the very ſame outwardly be- f. 
fore Men, as I am inwardly before the 5 


1 


Word: and being Innocent my ſelf, I have 
6 © no ground to queſtion , but have good a 
=  * cauſe to believe my Brethren and Siſters The 
A * are ſo, as well as I. Therefore I marvel 
how thou could'ſt ſpeak againſt us, and 
- © Judge ſo hardly of us, as thou did'ſt; as 
to Charge us with Hypocriſie, or the like. 
* And I do in Meekneſs deſire this of thee, 
I That thou wilt give me under thy Hand, 
tte Subſtance of what thou did'ſt then 
Speak; and whatſoever thou haſt more 
=Y aſt that People. For this I dare pro- 
mie thee, in the Fear of the Lord God, 
I That if thou can'ſt prove that the People, 
| © who in Scorn are called Quakers, do bold 
© any Tenents or Principles, or Teach any 
E  * thing for Doctrine, that is contrary to T 
= + © the Commands of God, or diſagreeing ſeen 
A with the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſt of h 
aand his Miniſters, mentioned and record- him 
= *ed in the Holy Scriptures; I ſhall be Anf 
willing and ready, openly to revoke, a Pe 


© © and diſown all ſuch Principles and Do- 

E - . © qrines, which by the Scriptures can be 

=. © proved to be Contrary to the Principles, ſaid 

E © and Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Feet 

And as Truth ſeeks no Corners, and In- be b 

. © nocency needs no Covering : So I * me 
— 85 © thee 
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| « thee in plainneſs of Heart to grant me this 


Requeſt ; and Expecting to hear ſhortly 
c from thee, I remain - 


A true Lover of all thofe that | on 
Truth in Sincerity, 


OLIVER SANSOM. 


rhe 26th of the ↄth 
Month, 1673. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HEN thou writeſt, direct thy 
Letter to be left with Robert 
© Wilſon in Newbery, for me. I wrote to 
© thee about half a Year ago; but never 


© yet received any Anſwer : I defire to 
know the Reaſon. 


c 


O. S. 
This Lathes was delivered to him, and 
ſeemingly well received by him; and ſome 
of his Hearers, who were intimate with 
him, reported that he did ſay, He would 
Anſwer it, as ſoon as he was able to uſe 
a Pen. For ſuddenly after he had pond 
ſo bitterly againſt us, he was taten Rn 
a great Weakneſs of Body ; which fone + 2 - 3 
ſaid was from the Gout in his Hands and 
Feet. But after about three Weeks time, 


he began to handle his Pen again; aden 
me this Anſwer following, 


Oliver 


= 
= 4 
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| Olive Sanſom, 
Received a Letter from you about a 
Fortnight ſince, when I was under fo 
much bodily Weakneſs, that I could not 
© write 3 nor am I yet well able to do it: 
But for ſome Reaſons am unwilling your 
Letter ſhould lie any longer unanſwered; 
© the rather, becauſe it is written with more 
£ Senſe and Sobriety, than any that I have 
c formerly Received, either from your ſelf, 


or any of your Party. For the Reports 
© you may hear, I neither am, nor will be 
*e accountable : and if you have heard all 


you Write, you have heard more than is 
«true. That which I delivered, in refe- 
< ference to your Party in general, was 
< briefly to this Purpoſe. Namely , That 
heard there was a certain ſort of Infi- 
dels (meaning thereby you Quakers) ſet- 
ting up in Town, no doubt in hopes of a 
great Harveſt of Proſelytes; againſt whom 


thought it my Duty to Caution my 


© Hearers. Having uſed the word Infidel, 


.© ] gave the Reaſon of it, as the Mat- 


© ter I was then upon led me to; Namely, 
That I did not know any viſible Sign 
+ or Mark, by which Men were known 
© in the World to be Chriſtians, and di- 
© ſtinguiſhed from all other Religious Sects 


(according to the Scriptures) which you 


2 did own. Ll inſktanced mo na + in 2885 
. © the 
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the moſt known and univerſal Marks of 
© Chriſtians. + 
| TI. * Baptiſm into the Name of our Lord. 
© Jeſus Chriſt ; without which, no Man is 
* to be owned as a Chriſtian, in Commu- 
nion with the Church of Chriſt. But nei- 
© ther do you Baptize your Proſelytes into 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and 
the Baptiſm you received i in your Infancy 
* you reject. | 
So © The Celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per; a ſpecial Act of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
to be continued in the Church, in remem- 
© brance of Chriſt, to the World s End. 
© But neither have you this Supper of the 
Lord celebrated amongſt you; and ſome 
of your Authors write Contemptibly, 
985 I may not ſay Bla ſphemouſly, of it. 
The Sanctification of the Lord's 
: « Day, which you alſo diſclaim : Indeed 
Jou keep your Meetings then (as you do 


* upon occaſion, on any other Day of tze 1 


Week ;) but not in acknowledgment of 
any ſpecial Sanity, by the Lord's Inſti- 
tution, in that Day more than any other; 
or of any ſpecial Duty which lies upon 
Jou, to keep that Day Holy, more than 
OF other. 
The Offering up all our Worſhip to 
God, in the Name of our Lord Jefus 
| Chriſt, as our only Mediator and Advo- 
cate, through whom alone we can * | 
| © that 
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i that we, or our Services, can be accepted b 
Lot God. But neither do you ſeek Mercy 8 4 
* of God for the ſake of Chriſt; nor do 18 
fou offer up Prayers, Praiſes, Thanks- 
© givings, &. in his Name. And if ſome 
_ © of your Speakers do ſometimes mention. h 
© him with ſome kind of Honour: Yet it is . that 
© no more than the Turks do, who yet are 
far enough from being Chriſtians ; for 
© they acknowledge him a great Prophet 
© ſent of God. Upon all which Conſidera- 
_ * tions, I declared then; (and now declare 
t the ſame to you) That you are not to be 
d Cownedas Chriſtians; nor may the Church 
- © of Chriſt, or any particular Chriſtian, 
© have any Communion with you as ſuch. 
This was the ſubſtance of what I then 
© fpake more at large; which, for prevent- 
ing of uncertain Rumors, I have ſent you 
e written, as well as at preſent I am able, 
© with my own Hand, and my Name Sub- 
© ſcribed. 22 % 
December the | Benjamin Woodbridge. 
18th 1673. | 


Uato this Letter. I returned the follow- 
ing Reply. 


Benjamin Woodbridge, © 
: fY HY Anſwer to my laſt Letter I re- 
24 ceived, -and I take it kindly from 
A thee, that thou haſt ſo far — wy 
Re 3 5 elire 
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1 Defire, as to give me 3 thy Hand the 


* Subſtance of what thou did'ſt declare; 


and yet remains in thy Heart againſt us, 
| © the.deſpiſed People, called Quakers. And 


upon the Peruſal of what thou haſt writ⸗ 


' © ten, and ſearching the Scriptures, I find 
that thy Charge againſt us, and thy Judg- 


ment and Sentence thereupon, Is not a- 


* greeable to the Scriptures ;' nor can be 
proved, nor maintained thereby. And 
* being willing to open my Mind plainly 
© and nakedly to thee, and deſir ing, in the 
* Uprightneſs of my Heart, that all Scru- 
( ples might be removed, that the plain 


Truth might clearly appear, and be ma- 5 


© nifeſt in the Sight of all People; and Ex- 


pecting thou wilt not be backward 
explain, and prove by the Scriptures, 


© what thou haſt charged upon us: I ſhall 
according to the Underſtanding the Lord 


<© hath given me) mention thoſe things, — 


© way of Reply; concerning which 1 
© diſſatisfied. 1 
1. Thou art pleaſed to term us Inũ⸗ 
dels, &c. and ſpeaks't of our ſetting up 
ia Town, in hopes to reap a great Har- 
* veſt of Proſely tes. Which words, as it 
0 ſeems to me, are written in Deriſion of 
dus: Therefore at preſent I ſhall paſs by 


that; and Reply to that which in thy > 


2 Letter ſeems to be more weighty, 
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And to prove us Infidels, thou ſay'ſt, | 81 
Thou knowelt no viſible Sign, or mark | E. 
by which Men (according to Scripture) 
© were. known in the World to be Chri- 
© ſtians, which we did own. And thou in- 
© ſtanceſt four Marks, or Signs. 
The firſt Mark was Baptiſm into the 
© Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe 
© words, as thou haſt laid them down, we 
© do clearly own; and do believe that 
© none can be owned as Chriſtians, nor 
© have Communion with the Church of 
« Chriſt, but they who are Baptized 
© into his Name; which is mighty and 
c — as it is written, Phil. 2. 9, 10. 
That God bath given him a Name, which is 
© above every name; that at the Name of Je- 
© ſus wy ſhould bow, and every Tongue 
© ſhould Confeſs that he is Lord, to the Glory 
, God the Father. Now the Outward 
name Jeſus, which ſignifies a Saviour, was 
© piven as a Signification of that inward 
© Vertue, Life and Power, by which he 
© would fave his People from their Sins; 
© av it is written, His Name ſhall be called 
© Jeſus : for he ſhall ſave his People from their 
© Sins. And he ſhall reign over the Houſe of 
© Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there 
 ©'ſhall be no End, Matt. 1. 21. Luke I. 23. 
© And as his Kingdom is an Everlaſting, 
i * ſpiritual Kingdom: So his Name and Power 
© (by which he ſaves his People from _ 
. 1 ins, 
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' *$ins, and delivers them from their Soul's 
Enemies) muſk needs be Spiritual. And 
*xhis is the Name, and rhere is no other 
ven among (and in) men, whereby they 
© muſt (or can) be ſaved from their Sins, 
© Ads 4. 16. And the Apoſtle Paul men- 


© tioned ſome, who had been great Sinners: 


© but were cleanfed and waſhed, &c. in the 
© Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 

* of owr God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. And ſo, this 
© inward Waſhing i is no other than the Bap- 


* tiſm' of the Spirit. By one Sirit, ſaid the 


0 15 poſtle, we are all baptized into one Body, 


1 Cor. 12. 23. And although in Scripture, 
Gn © this tnward Waſhing is divers ways ex- 


* Prefs' d; yet the Power is but one, b 
© which it is effected: and the Baptiſm alfo 
© is but one, which i is effectual to Salvation. 
For as there is but one Lord, and o 
© Faith : ſo alſo but one Baptiſm, And 
© this only is available; and in the Church 
© of Chang 


own as fully, as thou can'ſt do. And fo 
© this, which is the Foundation of thy firſt 
Charge, being removed, the Chae that 
© js built wee muſt needs fall ro the 
© Ground. 


And av concerning Sprinkling of Id. — 8 
© fants, I ſuppoſe thou art not ignorant, ER 
chat it was an Inſtitution of the Church 2 
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will ever remain. And this in- 
ward, one, Subſtantial Baptiſm into tze 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we do 
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2 


© of Rome, invented and ſet up in the Night 
- © of Popery, with the Sign of the Croſs, 
* Godfathers and Godmothers, and the like, 
© being an Unſcriptural PraQtice, I think 
thou wilt hardly Plead for that. 
Thy ſecond Mark is the Lord's Supper; 
© which, as thou haſt worded it, we do 
clearly and fully own; And we do be- 
© lieve it will always be continued in the 
Church of Chriſt : Not only in the Re- 
© membrance of him, but in the ſenſible 
© Tnjoymeant of his Preſence. And our Com- 
© munion herein with the Lord, and one 
© with another, is in Spirit; as all true 
© Chriſtian Worſhip is; as Kev. 3. 20. 
2 Cor. 5. 16. Jahn 4. And ſo this, which 
©is the Ground of thy ſecond Charge, 
© being taken away, the Charge that is 
founded thereupon , muſt needs tumble 
down. Wh 


ON 


And as for out ward Bread and Wine 


1 © (which.if thou do'ſt Mean, yet thou haſt 


2 - 
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"© not mentioned) about which there hath 

. © been in Chriſtendom ſo much Contention, 
Strife, Confuſion, and Bloodſhed , it is, 
© for ever was, at the moſt, but a Sign or 
© Shadow of this Subſtantial, ſpiritual Sup- 
© per. But I deſire thee to let me know 
© the Names of thoſe Authors, who have 
© written either Blaſphemouſly, or Con- 
© temptibly of the 70 of the Lord: 
d Pages be quoted. 

And 
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of OLIVER SAN SOM. 173 
© And as a Miniſter of Chriſt ſaid in another 
© Caſe; ſo ſay lin this: He is not a Chri- 
© ſtian, who is one outwardly ; Neither is 
that the true Baptiſm and Supper, which 


* are viſible, and can reach only but to 
* waſh, and feed the Body, which are but 


the Shadows of the true. But he is a true 


© Chriſtian, who is one inwardly : And 
that is the true Baptiſm, that the true 
Supper, which is inward in the Spirit 
(not in the Letter, or Shadow) whoſe ._ 
© Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. And 

© I believe, that Wicked Men may have 
© theſe outward Marks, and yet be no bet- 


n 
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©ter than Infidels. But they that are, 


© with the Holy: Spirit, baptized of Chriſt 
© into his Name and Power, and feel his 
© Fan throughly to purge the Floor, and 
© his Fire unquenchable to burn up the 
| © Chafle; and then come to Sup with him, 
© and abiding Faithful, to follow his Lead- 
© ings, taking up the daily Croſs, in the 
© true Self-Denial : I am perſwaded that 
© ſuch (however they may be accounted of 
© by Men) will never be condemned by the 
Lord, for not practicing the Signs or 
© Shadows before expreſſed. For the Saints, 
© in days paſt, did not look at the things 
© that were ſeen; but at the things that 

© were not ſeen: becauſe the things that 
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were ſeen, were. Temporal; but the things * nll 


© that were not ſeen, were Eternal. 
Wh * T9 BEER 
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Thy third Mark is concerning the 
© Lord's Day: which thou ſay'ſt we diſ- 
© claim. This ſeems to be a down-right 
Charge: but grounded upon little or no 


Foundation; and as little Proof. But, 
> © to Conſider ſimply of thy Words; What 


Day is it, which, according to Scripture- 
© Teſtimony, may moſt properly be called 
© The Lord's Day? I believe, that as the 
© Lord, who is from Everlaſting to Ever- 


- © laſting, is a Spirit: ſo his Day is a Spi- 
* ritual, Everlaſting Day. And this is clear 


© from the words of Chriſt, John 8. 16. 
© who ſaid, Abraham rejoyced to ſee my 


Day: and he ſaw it, and was glad. And 


© ſo he who was before 4braham was (who 


is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords) that 
Day which he owned, and called his, 
_ © who ſhall Gainſay or Contradict? for eve- 
© ry Tongue muſt Confeſs that he is Lord. 
4 2 this Spiritual everlaſting Day of the 


© Lord Jeſus Chriſt may moſt properly be 


© calFd, The Lord's Day: and in the Light 


© of this bleſſed Day, are the Things of 
© God ſeen and revealed, by the Holy Spi- 


© rit, according to his own Will and Plea- 


© ſure. On this bleſſed Day was John in 


_ © the Spirit, when thoſe deep things were 

© revealed to him, Rev. f. 10. which are 
© left upon Record in that Book. Much 
more might. be ſaid concerning this Holy 


Day of the Lord, But this may let thee 
8 HE}: | © know, 


© know, that we do not diſclaim; but, accor- 
ding to the Scriptures, do truly own the 
Lord's Day: and, bleſſed be the Lord, we 
do, in meaſure, joyfully witneſs the glo- 
* rious Dawning, and Appearance of it. 


© By theſe following Words, I gueſs thy ” 


Meaning to be an Outward Day. Now 
© I do believe, that it is tie Duty of eve- 
* ry true Chriitian, to be always in the 
* Spirit, ſerving the Lord; and to live to 


* him every Day: for it is clear to me, 


© that every Day is the Lord's Day. But 


© if it be not our Principle to obſerve a 


Pay, altogether according to thy Per- 
* \waſion. (that is, for any ſpecial Sanity 
© by the Lord's Inſtitution, in that Day 


© more than in another, as thou expreſſeſt 


it:) yet ſeeing in Practice we are as dili- 
© gent (for ought I know) in keeping our 
© Meetings then, as any of you: There- 
© fore, methinks, thy Cenſure is exceeding 
© harſh. And herein it plainly appears, 
© Thou art not of the Apoſtle Paul's mind, 
© who ſaid, Rom. 14. 5. One man efteemith 
© one Day above another, another man eſteemeth 
© every Day alike ; Let every man be fully per- 
© ſ(waded in his own mind. He that obſerveth 


4 Day, let him obſerve it to the Lord, &c. 


© And he exhorted them not to Judge one 


© another for it. And he alfo reproved - 

_ © ſome, who after they had begun in the 
Spirit, were in the Obſervation of Days 
SENS,” 1 Sand 
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and Times; which he called weak and 


© beggarly Elements, Gal. 4. 10. And fur- 
ther he ſaid, Let no man Judge you in Meat 


or in Drink, or in reſpect of an Holy Day, or 
© of the New-moon , or of the Sabbath-days; 


© which are 4 Shadow of things to come, but 
© the Body or Subſtance is Chriſt , Col. 2. 16. 
© And he that is in Chriſt, doth find Reſt 
© for his Soul; and ſo is ceaſed from his 
© own Works, to keep the holy Sabbath- 
© Day ia Chriſt, And here is the true 
© © Chriſtian-Sabbath known, of which the 
S geventh Day was but a Sign or Sha- 
© dow. 

As for thy fourth Mark, Thou art 
greatly Miſtaken in us, and do'ſt us 
* very much Wrong, to conclude ſo of 
us as thou do'ſt. But I am tender in 


© Judging thee, until I hear what ground 


thou pretendeſt to have for this Aſſer- 


tion: for I aſſure thee this Charge is al- 


© together falſe. Therefore let me know 
© from what Ground, or Information thou 
© did*ſt write it. For I teſtifie, That our 
© Meetings are in the Name of our Lord 
© Feſus Chriſt; and his Preſence, accord- 


ing to. his Promiſe, is witneſſed and 


© enjoyed in the mid'ſt of us, to our 
© great Comfort and Refreſhment. And 


Lin his Name are Prayers, Praiſes and 
- © Thankſgivings offered up to God the Fa- 
ther; who hath ſent the Spirit of his Son 

1 ? into 
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© into our Hearts, whereby we can call God 
- © our Father. And without this Spirit, we 


© cannot Pray, as we ought : but it hely- 


© eth our Infirmities, and maketh Interceſſion 
© for us, with Groanings which cannot be ut- 
e tered. And he, who ſearches the Heart, 
© knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit; for 
it maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, accord= 
ing to the Will of God, Rom. 8. 26,27. 
© And it is only in and by this Spirit of 


© Chriſt Jeſus, that our Offerings and Ser- 
_ © vices are accepted: for without him (as 
* himſelf ſaid) we can do nothing, that is 


acceptable or well-pleaſing to the Lord. 


And all they that have received Chriſt 


_ © Jeſus, who is a quickening Spirit, they 
* come to be quickened, and made alive to 
God by him; and come more and more 
to be renewed in the Spirit of their 


Minds; even to bear his Image, and ap- 


© pear in his Likeneſs. And by his Power 
and Vertue they do bring forth Fruits of 
©Righteouſneſs, to the Glory of God the 
Father: and as Chriſt Jeſus was, ſo are 
they in this preſent World; But the 


* World knows them not, becauſe it knew 
not him, 1 John 3.1. And this is the true 


I. 
—_. 


» 


© Spot or Mark, by which the Children of 
God are manifeſt ; as the Children of- 
© the Devil are by the want of it: He 
that doth Righteouſneſs is of God; but he than 
© doth not Righteouſneſs - not of God, nor he 

2 33 
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oY to Baptize; but to preach the Goſpel. 


. 
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tber loveth not his Brother, 1 John 3. And I Sign 
+ thus every Tree is known by the Taſt {| in Re 
© and Reliſh of the Fruit it bears: and not J U 
© by the Gloſs or Colour of the Leaves come 


S only. riſen 
* By what hath bed ſaid, it is evident Anſu 
© that thoſe outward Marks or Signs, which clare 
© the Scope of thy Letter ſeems to point at, to be 
©as Water, Bread and Wine, and the Ob- not 1g 
© ſerving of one certain Day in every (and 
© Week, and to Cry Lord, Lord: All this the F 
a Man may have and do, and yet not be 9. 


+ a real Chriſtian; but a Worker of Ini- there 
© quity, and be Excluded the Kingdom of and 1 
© Heaven. | 
Now, for the further deiring of theſe | prefe 
© things before treated on, I ſhall propound Lord 
_ ©two or three Queries; which I deſire doth. 
* thee to return a plain Anſwer to, ac- i day c 
bl - cording to the Scriptures. 


| Ou. 1. Whether there is any expreſs WE NC 
Command from Chriſt, that the Baptiſm 
with Water muſt always remain in the and t 
Church, Yea, or Nay? If Yea, Then who whict 
are now ſent of Chriſt to Baptize, that not he 
have larger Commiſſion than the Apoſtle he nc 
Paul had, who ſaid, That he was not ſeat Days 


2. Whether there is any expreſs Com- *A 
mt from Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, that 5 


: outward Bread and Wige: (which is 8 a 
1g 
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Sign or Shadow) muſt always be received 
in Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, by eve- 
ry Member of the Church, when Chriſt. is 
come; who is the Subſtance, and his Life 
riſen, and witneſſed dwelling in them 2 
Anſwer, Yea, or Nay. If yea, Then de- 
clare how, and in what manner it ought 
to be celebrated. For I ſuppoſe thou art 
not ignorant what Diviſion there hath been 


of OLIVER” SAN SOM. 17 


(and 'tis like ſtill is) in the World, about 


the Form and Manner of it. 


Q. 3. What Command, or Inſtitution is 


there from Chriſt, which doth require, 
and injoyn Chriſtians to keep one Day in 
a Week more holy than another? or ta. 
prefer one Day above another? Seeing the 
Lord doth every Day provide for us, and 
doth not fail to feed us; Giving us day by 

day our daily Bread, and affording us Life 
and Being, and all things Needful both 

outwardly and inwardly : then ſurely, ought 


we not rather to live to the Lord every- 


Day, and to ſerve him with all our might, 
and to keep every Day Holy to him? For 
which Day is not the Lord's Day ? Did 
not he Create all the ſeven Days? and did 
he not Create Man to ſerve him all the 
Days of his Life? 1 8 3 


And as to thy Judgment againſt us, in 
* the Concluſion of thy Letter, in Con- 
* d«maing us for Infidels; and thy Sen- 
888 2 
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© tence of Excommunication, from having 
© any Communion with the Church of 


* Chriſt, or any particular Member there. 


© of ; Surely this is not only harſh and 
© cruel: but it ſeems to me to be altoge- 
© ther unjuſt. ' What! Condemn a Man, 


or a People, without Hearing? As Nico- 


© Jemus, who was a Ruler of the Fens, 
© once ſaid, Doth our Law judge a Man 
© before it hear him, and know what he doth ? 
© And by the Laws here in England, the 
© preateſt Malefactors are called to tile Bar, 
© and hear their Indictment read, and are 
© permitted to Plead to it, Guilty or not 


© Guilty : and before they can be Con- 


£ demaed, there muſt be ſufficient Evidence 
brought to prove the Indictment true. 1 
© defire thee to conſider of theſe things; 
and ſeeing thou haſt taken upon thee tv 
© be our 8 


Law allows Tranſgreſſors. And if thoſe 
© things charged againſt us in thy Letter 
© muft be our Bill of Indictment: then let 
© this my Reply ſerve for a Plea toit, That 
© we are not Guilty. And now it remains 
© that thou bring ſufficient Evidence to 


| a prove that which thou haſt laid to our 
Charge; and fo let us come forth fairly 


© to Tryal : and if upon Trial we cannot 
Clear our ſelves of theſe things charged 
againſt us, by and according to the Scrip- 


© tures 


adge, I only deſire Juſtice of 
© thee; and do crave no more than the 


( f N N 5c 5a a Gpe.cr 
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© tures 6f Truth; then let Judgment he 
given againſt us, and Sentence paſs upon 
© us. But if we do appear Clear, and thou 
© art not able to prove the Things thou 
© haſt charged upon us; or if, being eon- 
© ſcious to thy ſelf that it cannot be done, 
© thou wilt not Come forth to a fair Hear- 
ing and Trial: then this I deſire of thee, 
© and do Claim as Juſtice,-that thou give 
© forth under thy Hand an Acknowledg- 
© ment that thou haſt wronged us, and 
©waſt miſtaken in us, and that we are not 
© ſuch People as thou did'ſt take us to be; 
© and that thou be as diligent publickly to 
„Clear, and acquit us, as thou haſt been 
© to Charge and Accuſe us. a 
And although thou now appearing as 
© our Accuſer and Judge, and we ſtanding 
© at preſent (as it were) arraigned at thy 
_ £ Judgment-ſeat ; I have not Charged thee 
© with any Unſound Principle : yet I would 
© not have thee, or any other, therefore .- 
"© think, that I can produce nothing juſtly Mi 
© againſt thee, and thy Party, concerning | 
© Matters of Religion. For I hereby let 
© thee know, that upon good ground 1 
© have Cauſe to Queſtion, if not plainly 
© to Charge, that thoſe People, called Pres- 
© byterians, do hold many things, relating ü 
© to Religion, which are not agreeable to, 
© nor warrantable by the Scriptures of _ = 
© Truth, But I ſhall paſs that by at pre. nl 


_ 


* 
d 
„ 
= a 6 a 
FRE 
2 N 8 
£m | 
* * E B 


1 | + * 
" + 0 
8 —_—_ 
7 1 2 4 
*. 8 = - 
2.4 x4 * Sa \ - 6+ 
* 2 l 


— 


& ſent: being willing firſt to hear all, that 
© thou can'ſt ſay againſt us, and to know 
thy Proof for it; that I may appear 
Clear my ſelf, before I take upon me to 
«© queſtion another. Wherefore whatſoever 
thou knoweſt againſt us (the deſpiſed Peo- 


© ple called Qnakers,) I intreat thee not to 


© keep it back: and as I promiſed thee be- 
© fore, I am ſtill in the fame Mind; 
© That if thou can'ſt prove that we hold 
© any thing contrary to the Scriptures and 
Sound Doctrine, I ſhall be ready and wil- 

© ling openly to revoke and diſown it. For 
my Judgment is, that it is as much a Du- 
© ty, and as noble a Mind in any One, to 
© difown and renounce an Error ( when 
© convinced of it:) as it is to contend for, 
* and vindicate the Truth. So upon thy 


= < ferjous Peruſal of this my Reply, I ſhall 
expect from thee a more mild, conſide- 


rate and Chriſtian-like Anſwer; and do 
— © il}, and hope ever ſhall, remain, 


A Lover of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, 


The 24th ofthe 1m OLIVER SANSOM. 
Month, 1673. | . 


F About a Week after, I received 48 
him this following Anſwer. 


T Oliver 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. ey 


Oliver Sanſom, © | 

2» . URS of the 24th Inſtant I recei- 
6 ved. When I had read the begin- 
© ning of it, I could not but expect, that 
© in the following part I ſhonld have met 
© with a Denial of ſomething which I had 
© ſpoken againſt the Quakers (a Term which 
] uſe not in Scorn, but of Neceſlity ;) but 
my Expectation failed me altogether : for 
© I met with no ſuch thing, but rather a 
© Confeſſion of all I ſaid; except in the 
© 4th Particular. So that, if I needed it, 
© I ſhould henceforth make you my Wit- 
© neſs that I ſpake the Truth. And yet, 
© after all this, you tell me, towards the 
End of your Letter, That you are not 
Guilty; and demand of me to prove, and 

' © that from the Holy Scriptures too, what 
] have laid to your Charge. If you have 
© no more Underſtanding, or regard of what © 
you affirm or deny, you muſt not expect 
© that 1 ſhould Concern my ſelf for any 
© thing you write to me. I charged it 
© upon the Quakers, that they denied the 

_ © viſible Signs of Chriſtianity, as namely, 
« Baptiſm, Lord's Supper, Lord's Day. Do 
© you deny this? Not a Tittle of it: but 
© rather Confeſs it plainly and filly. Oni 
© you tell me of an Internal Baptiſm, Lord's 4H 3 
© Supper and Lord's Day; which (what: 
< ſoeyer you mean thereby) I never accuſed "IN 
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© you of diſowning; but of that only 
© which is external and viſible, by which 
1 you may be ſeen, and known in the World 
3 to be Chriſtians, and conſequently own- 
EF  * edas ſuch by them who are Chriſtians ; 
F © and without which you are not to be re- 
cceeived into viſible Communion: with the 
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Church of Chriſt. Not that I am for- 
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ward to believe, he can own the Lord 
E. *© Jeſus in his Heart (or be a Chriſtian In- 
EY © wardly) who ſhall willingly and delibe- 


© theſe Inſtitutions of his, wherein it is his 

_ © pleaſure his Name ſhould be profeſſed 

© ouutwardly in the World ; but my mat- 
ter not leading me to it, I ſpeak not a 


* 


4s to the 4th Particular, of your not 
Offering your Worſhip to God in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our on- 
t Mediator and Advocate, through 
whom alone we can expect that we, or 
= © our Services, can be accepted of God; 


ou tell me this charge is falſe: and why? 


dia the midſt of you, and you offer up 


nl © 
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Trately, and without Temptation, reject 


e © Recanſe his Spiritual preſence is enjoyed 


=. © Clauſe be true, it ſeems you have ſo good 
Dan Opinion of the Perfection of your Ser- 
A | © Aces 


I, * : > BY 
« | ry . f t 7 
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4 
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© vices by the Spirit, that you need no Me- 
* diator or Advocate at the right Hand of 
© God, to further their acceptance. 

* But you ſhould not have perverted my 
- © plain meaning: I mentioned the offering 
© up of our Worſhip to God in the Name of 
« Chriſt, as the viſible Mark of a Chriſtian, 
© and therefore muſt needs mean the Lord 
_ © Jeſus ſo expreſſed in our Worſhip, that 


© whoſoever comes in and hears, : he may 
© thereby know by the Witneſs of his Senle, - 
that we profeſſedly hope for acceptance” 
© with God through Chriſt Jeſus, as our on- 


© Iy Mediator and Advocate with the Fa- 


ther. And this I ſaid (and ſay it again) 


© you do not, nor could you have put me 


upon the proof of any thing, which I cam = 
prove with more aſſurance. For your: 
« contempt of the Sacrament of the Lords mw 
Supper, I read it Six or Seven Years 


« ſince, in a wretched Pamplet of one Solo- 


„ mon Eccles, which is not now by me; nor 
© canT aſſure you of the Words: But the 
« Senſe of it was, as if that which made 
that Ordinance deſirable, was the hope ü 
© of a good draught of Wine, Your re- 8 
«© jetion of the Lord's Day I knew by 4a 
© large diſcourſe I had about it, with one 


(ho was a great Man amongſt you, what 


|. he is now I know not, nor am concerned) 


© Billing , a Brewer in Weſtminſter. But 
what [am now ſpeaking of, I have it not 
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11886 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life. 
dy. information of any Man; but from my 
don Perſonal knowledge, For I have 
E * heen oftenata great Meeting of Quakers 
in Weſtminſter; and once in ſpecial, I for- 
* ced my ſelf to ſtay it out to the end: I 


= * heard many Men, and Women too (a- 


_ * ſhameful thing in Chriſtian Aſſemblies ) 
and Five or Six of them Pray, with a 
great deal of Bodily Fervour and ſtrain- 
= © edneſs; but not one of them, in all their 
Prayers throughout, from the beginning 
t to the end, made the leaſt mention of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, either by that 
Name, or any other that might give a 
-© ſkander by the leaſt hint of their Acknow- 
_ * ledgment of any ſuch Perſon, or of any 
- reſpect they had to him, or hope in him, 
their Mediator, for his ſake to find 
Mercy with God; or give a Man the leaſt 
= © Evidence, that for Religion they were 
& *© Chriſtians, and not Jews; for the Jews 
IJ acknowledge one true and living God, as 
well as they. 
II therefore take this laſt part of my 
© Charge as confeſſed too, while you deny 
not what only I affirm here, that you offer 
© not up your Worſhip to God in the Name 
4 © of Chriſt ſo expreſſed with the Mouth, 
n that ſtanders by, may hear you do fo pro- 
= * feſſedly own him, as your only Media- 
= * tor and Advocate with God: What you 


; >. - Jour 


+ do internally is known only to God, and 


: — 


OLIVER SAN 
© your own Souls. It is your external Ac- 
© kaowledgment of Chriſt in your Worſhip, 
© by which Men can know that you are 
© Chriſtian Worſhippers, offering up your 
« Worſhip in his Name. After all this, 
you require me to prove, what I have 
© laid to your Charge, by the Scriptures. 
| © A ſtrange requeſt! I have charged you 
with nothing but matter of Fact: Would 
you have me prove froin Scripture, that 
« theſe and theſe are the Quakers Tenents, 
« when neither they, nor their Tenents, 
© were in being till 1600 Years ſince the 
e Scriptures were Written? What would 
you have me to prove by the Scriptures? 
Is it that you are not to be owned © 


« for Chriſtians? This, I confeſs, is more 
matter of Doctrine, than the other: But © 


« that is no part of that which I accuſed 

them of; but a natural inference (which 

c you call an Excommunication) from the 

- © Premiſes : For if you rejet the viſible: 
marks of Chriſtianity, you are not to be 


« owned for Chriſtians. My whole Charge 


« againſt you is in the Four particulars a- 
© hove mentioned; of which you confeſs 
© Three, and deny not the Fourth: But 


© know not. = 
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© either ignorantly, or wilfully miſtake m _ 8 j | 
«© plain meaning; ſo that what is left for 
© me to prove from Scripture, 'I profeſs T ẽ 
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4s for the Three Queries you put to 
_ © me, they are not of difficult Reſolution 


© (at leaſt the two Firſt of them) But 1 


* R 
3 ” 
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. * — 


© perceive, by what you add, about the 
© Lord's Coming in the Second Queſtion, 


© and every Day being the Lord's (in the 


_ © Fhird) That you aim not at Reſolution ; 


3 remain, 
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tut to draw me into further diſputes with 


you; which unleſs you were able to write 
more ſtrictly, and cloſely to the matter, 


© without multiplying Words to no.pur- 


© poſe, I ſhall not be drawn to; and there- 


fore forbear to Anſwer your Queries, yet 


TT the Willing to ao you any good 7 can, 
873. | 3 | 
BEN. WOODBRIDGE. 


= Whenl had received this Letter, I was 


troubled to ſee ſo little plainneſs appear ; 


= and how ſubtilly he did ſeek to hide and 
= cover hiinſelf, and to wave the matter. 
= So that I did not write again preſently, 


but laid it by a while; and made inquiry 


after Solomon Eccles his Book, which he 


; quoted; but could not hear of ſuch an one. 
© | But after ſome time, I wrote a pretty ſharp | 
Reply to his laſt Letter, as followeth. 
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ah OLIVER SSANOM. 


By enjamin Woodbridge, 
1 5 peruſed thy Anſwer to my Re- 
which indeed is rather a meer 


Sf N 2 
* - 
AS 


& Eva on of the Matter, than any plain 


« Anſwer. For thou ſay'ſt that I have de- 
e nied Nothing of what thou did'ſt Accuſe 
© us-of ; but have confeſſed it altogether, 
6 except the Fourth Particular: and thou 
© boaſtingly ſpeakeſt, that if thou did'ft 
© need it, thou ſhould'ſt make me thy Wit- 
© neſs that thou had'ſt ſpoken the Truth. 

Reply. © If I may be a Witneſs, then let 
© my Evidence be heard, and Conſidered. 
4 Firſt thou did'ſt Charge, and conclude us 
© to be Infidels, for denying thoſe four 
"© Marks, or Signs which thou ſay*ſt are ac- 


| * cording to Scripture, the moſt diſtin- _ 
| © guiſhing Marks of Chriſtianity. Did I 


© Confeſs this? not in the leaſt; but ſhewed 
© according to Scripture, the moſt diſtin- 
© eviſhing Mark, to know Chriſtianity from 
© Infidelity by: becauſe that Murtherers, A- 
© Adulterers, Thieves and Covetous, yea, the 
* worſt of Men here in England, have theſe 
« viſible Marks, and yet are as bad as may he; 


© And many ſuch are Condemned and Exe. 


* cuted, Year after Year, notwithſtanding 
© their having thoſe viſtble Marks or Signs. 
And I did alſo ſignifie what was the 
© manifeſt Mark, and ſpecial Spot of the 
© Children of God, who are the only true 

. e ; which was the Fruits of Righ- 
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© teonſneſs and Holineſs brought forth in 
© and by them, through the Power and 


- < Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, working effeQu- 


Tally in them. Neither have I denied any 
* thing more, that I know of, than the A- 
< poſtle Paul did: only concerning Sprink- 
© ling Infants (a thing not known, that I 
* read of, in his time) I ſaid, It was an In- 
© vention of the Church of Rome ; which 


l did ſuppoſe thou waſt not ignorant of, 


© and now thy Silence in that part, con- 


© © firms what I ſaid » and therefore thou 


* can'ſt not Plead for it. | 
Was the Apoſtle Paul an Infidel, for 
his not being ſent to Adminiſter Water- 


* Baptiſm 5 and for his ſetting up the Bap- 
t *tiſm of the Spirit, and affirming, There 
s one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptiſm ? - 


© And what more have Laid, or Confeſs'd, 
©of all that thou haſt charged upon us; but 
* the Scriptures teſtifie theſame, as may be 


ſeen at large in my former Reply? And 


© muſt we be accounted Infidels for be- 


"© Heving, and owning the Scriptures ? or 


© muſt we be accounted Infidels, for deny- 


© ing the Church of Rome? Anſwer plainly. 


t And therefore, if thou make me thy Wit- 


'©nefs, I muſt needs plainly teſtifie (as in 


© the preſence of the Lord, to thy Shame) 
© that thou haſt told a great Untruth z and 


© jt doth ſtill lye upon thy Head, to prove 


2 us Infidels. For true Faith ſtands in the 


2 
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OLIVER SAN SOM. 11 a 
e pover of God, and is his Gift, and ſtands © RK 
n hnot in the Wiſdom of Words, nor in vi- 
© ſible Things. E 1 
And now this I Query of thee con- 
© cerning Baptiſm , Whether Dipping, or 
© Sprinkling Infants, is an Expreſs Com- 
© mand, and Inſtitution of the Lord? Pro- 
© duce, if thou can'ſt, one Scripture to 
© prove, that if we do not practice it, we 


are Infidels. | N I 
And I further Query concerning Recei- 
© ving the Lord's Supper, after what ſort 
© it ought to be celebrated? Whether 
. © Kneeling, Standing, Sitting, Lying, Walk- 
ing? for all theſe ſorts of Ways I under- 
© ſtand are practiſed in the World: and in 
© the Uſe of Shadows, the outward man- 
© ner of Performance is held to be abſo- 
© lutely neceſſary. But do thou produce 
© one Scripture to prove, that if we do not 
| © practice it in ſome ſuch ſort and manner, 
© we are Infidels. | e 
And further, What Authority haſt thou 
© to Preach? By whom waſt thou Ordain- 
© ed? By the Biſhops, or no? Can'ſt thou 
© prove thy Ordination ſucceſſively from 
© the Apoſtles times? And can'ſt thou 
prove thy own Qualifications, to render 
| © thee fit to Adminiſter ſuch 'Sacraments 
© (as thou calleſt them) and to Pray and 
© Preach publickly for the Inſtruction of 
© others ? Anſwer theſe Queries Plainly, | = 
1 98 ta the 
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* the Spirit of Meekneſs, if thou art a true 


A © Miniſter. | 2 Rel 
I Again, Concerning the Obſervation of 
©  -— © a Day; It is ſo far from being a Chri- 
* ſtian Mark: that the Apcſtle Paul makes 
it a Jewiſh one. And therefore, by the 
. Kule of Contraries, upon thy own Prin- 
_ » ciples, Judge thou by Conſequence, who 
dis the Infidel, Do not the reformed 
Churches beyond the Seas, both Luther ar 
$ *.and Calviniſt (ſo called) deny the Mora- 
© lity of the Firſt Day of the Week? and 


practice it only as an Apoſtolick Tradi- 


dition (as they Speak ?) are they there- 
; fore all Infidels ? But ſince they who pre- 
ttend to keep it, on the account of its 

__— © Morality, keep it ſo badly; what a Crew 


Jof Infidels are there in England? Put it 
to the Conſciencies of all of all Sorts, 


Whether the Quakers ſhew ſuch Looſneſs 

* on that Day, as many of thoſe Aſſertors 
- * of the Morality of it, do. 

And as concerning thy Fourth parti- 


prove from thy being at Weftminſter-Mcet- 
ing: Thou being an envious-Perſon, pre- 
©zudiced againſt us, thy Teſtimony is not 
to be taken. What did'ſt thou go ſo often 
=  *thicherfor?If thou did'ſt hear any Preach, 
== _*<or Pray, contrary to ſound Doctrine; 
why did'ſt thou not inform them, and in- 
E | * ſtru&them, and ſhew them their wr 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 193 
© If thou hadſt been indeed a true Mini- 
© ſter of Chriſt, thou wouldeſt ſurely have 

preached Chriſtianity to them: and not 

| © have come among them like Satan, watch 
© ing for Occaſion on purpoſe to Accuſe 
© them. „ 
And ſince thou calleſt it a Shameful 
thing in a Chriſtian Aſſembly, for Wo- 
© men to Speak; I ask, If the Lord; 


© according to his Promiſe, hath poured vp 
© out his Spirit upon Sons and Daughters; 
Then why may not Daughters Pro- = 
© pheſie, as well as Sons ? and that without _ 


© Shame, unleſs it be to thoſe that deſpiſe 
EW | . 
However, in as much as thou haſt pre- 
© judged us, I muſt tell thee in plainneſs 
© as before is hinted; Thou haſt made thy  , nl 
© ſelf too much a Party, to be received as 
© a competent Witneſs againſt us. There» 
© fore thy Teſtimony is not to be taken, 
* or regarded: And I do not queſtion but | 
© many Hundreds, of impartial Perſons, - 
© who have frequented that Meeting, wil! 
© appear (if need be) to teſtifie the con- 
'<trary to what thou haſt charged us with 
© in that particular. And beſides, our Books, 
© which are Publick, do ſhew forth (to all 
© People, who will read them) That we do 
own Chriſt Jeſus to be our Lord and Sa. 
© viour : And it is our Joy and Comfort, 
and the Seal of our Aſſurance, that we 
f  - - 
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ere him to be our King, Prieſt and Pro- 


*phet,” and the only Mediator between 


roof is no Proof; 


* falſe, a meer Slander uttered by hee a- 
* gainſt vs. 


_ - ©'Wherefore, to come yet more cloſely : 
© to thee, 
ta — who himſelf is a Diſſenter (and 
© who hath plaid at Hide and Shrink in 


Conſider whether it did become 


© Times of Trouble, and not ſtood to 
< ſuffer for his Teſtimony) to fall ſo Un- 


0 truly, Unneighbourly and Uncharitably 


upon a harmleſs People, that had done 
© him no wrong ? and whether theſe things 


© do not tend rather to Diviſion and Ani- 


© molſity, than to Quietneſs ? 

© And laſtly Conſider, Whether it was 
© not unworthily and baſely done, in a 
© Pablick Aſſembly thus to brand us for 
© Infidels; and to expręſs it after ſuch a 
© manner, as if we were about to ſet up 
- Infidelity in the Town of Newbery as a 


Trade. The Lord rebuke thy Envy, and 


© make thee Manifeſt. But this way, which 
© thou haſt taken, will pleaſe none but 
c ites, and perſecutors: : for So- 
© ber moderate People may come, by this 
© means, to be informed both of 7 En- 
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© God and Man, Gr. And hereby it is 
© evident, that thy 
< but thy Charge ſtil remains alto ether 
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As for the Bock thou mentioneſt of 
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1255 © Solomon Eceles (and which thou unhand- 
1 
« have ſent and enquired after it (which 


_ + ſomly-calleſt, A wreeched Pamphlet) 


was ſome reaſon why I was ſo long be- 
fore I writ this) but cannot hear of any 


© ſuch Book: ſo that it remains for thee to 


« bring it forth, to acquit thy ſelf from 
© being accounted a Slanderer in that alſo. 


© So expecting a plain Anſwer , without 
© Evaſion, to the feveral Heads before men- 


* tioned, I remain, | „558 


8 An earneſt Contender for the true 
Faith, againſt Infidelity, 


rhe e 19th of the 11th 


* 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Hereds in the. Concluſion of hy XY 7 
Letter, thou querieſt, what 1 


15 would have thee to prove by the Scrip- 
© tures; I Anſwer , Thou haſt (as thou 
< knoweſt ) accuſed us of Infidelity, for 
< denying thoſe four Particulars, which, 
© thou ſay'ſt, are cording, to Scripture 

_ © the diſtinguiſhing Marks 

© ſtianity and Infidelity. But if theſe be 
, the Scripture Marks; is it then ſuch a 
K 2 3 + Rrange 


> A wo 3 e : 
f ED, WE FS. . 
* 


etween hs 8 


iS ; 
* X 
- 8 4 
*A 
®. * 


: a * a N . 9 s * 28 TE S OD WIE OD * * 46 9 nn * 9 : e 
4 W * * ä 835 . 1 * 9 . 
8 8 
© » rx * 3 — 
on; 
=_ * £ K = 
* 
7 * * 0 * x 
ht * 
* — 
* 
SE. 2. er "; 
: % 
* 


3% | Son Reouet 5 thou wouldſt make 
dit) that they, ſhould be proved fo by 
© the Scriptures ? and not only ſo, but alſo 
© to prove by what expreſs and the 
+ PraQtice of thoſe things is en njoyned, ſo 
"© that whoſoever is not found in it, is an 
© Infidel : And. when thou haſt ſo done, 
then prove the Matter of Fact, as thou 
+ calleſt it, that we deny-or rejec thoſe 
; Practices. | 
The Subſtance 0 thoſe things were 
contained in the Three Queries I ſent | 
MM thee : which if thou had'ſt plainly An- 
< ſwered, thy Nakedneſs and Shame would 
© have been more diſcovered. But what a it 
4 


3öö ])!) T8 


© pitiful Shift haſt thou made to avoid the 

© Anſwering of them !.Doubtleſs thou thy 

"© felf art ſenſible, that thou haſt Charged 

us falſly; and now would'ſt fain flip out 
s of it. 

As for thy Saying , that our Tenets 
E © were not in Being until 1600 Years ſince 
= © the Scriptures were written; this is a 
© falſe Affirmation, returned back upon 
= £© thee, to be repented of: for I teſtiſie 
=== © that our Tenets and Principles are the 

- = * Game, that the Apoſtles and Miniſters of 
__ © Chriſt believed, taught and held forth; 
and the Scriptures bear Witneſs to them; 
© prove thou the Contrary, if thou can'ſt. 


And — the Term, Qualer, is caſt upon 
* us 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 
aus in Derifion and Reproach, by the Scor- 
ners of this Generation: yet that R- 
 ©proach doth not make void the Truth of 
our Principles, nor the Antiquity of our 
© Tenets ; any more than the Term, Chri- 
© ſtian, formerly did the Chriſtian Princi- 


Friends would join with me, to. Engage 
him. To this Effect I ſpake ſeveral times 
to the aforeſaid Meſſenger ; whoſe Name 
1 K 3 . 
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© ples and Doctrines, when it was firſt 


_ * caſt, by the Scoffing Heathen, on the Fol- 


© lowers of Chriſt. _ 
After Benjamin Woodbridge had received 
this Letter (which I ſent him by an Emi- 
nent Hearer of his) I was certified, that 


he was not willing to Anſwer me any more - 


in writing; but rather to ſpeak with me 
privately : And the ſaid Meſſenger alſo 


deſired that we might ſpeak together.” | 
Whereupon I ſent him word to this pur- 


poſe, That ſeeing he had openly Charged us 


in a publick Aſſembly; therefore I could not 
go about to ſmother it up in ſecret : But 
if he were willing to have a publick Di- 
ſpute, concerning the Matters in Contro- 


verſie bet wixt us, to be ſoberly debated 


in Moderation, with free Liberty to as 
many as ſhould deſire to be preſent on 


either ſide; I did not queſtion but my 
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198 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
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I forbear to expoſe, not having asked his 
Conſent. But when(after about two Months 
waiting) I could not find him any way 


willing to appear in Publick, I wrote ano- 


Benjamin Woodbridge, 


© Have long waited to receive an An- 


ſwꝛer from thee to my laſt Letter, 
© Dated the 19th of the 11th Month, 1673. 
« And to ſtir thee up to return a plain An- 


 <ſwer, I have ſent thee ſeveral Verbal 
_© Meſſages by thy Friend N. C. to provoke 


£ thee to come forth honeſtly, and Anſwer 


fairly: But byby Delays, I perceive thy 


© Deſign is to Anſwer me (as the Saying is) 
© by Silence. Which indeed, if it were 
© only a Perſonal, or Private Controverſie, 
© might ſerve; if not to ſatisfie, at leaſt to 


« put an End to it: becauſe it might be 


© taken as a manifeſt Evidence, that thou 


art not able to prove what thou haſt 


c. charged; and therefore would'ſt willingly 
© have it die in Silence, that ſo it might 
© be buried in Oblivion. But becauſe it is 


© the bleſſed Way, and Worſhip of the 
© living God, which thou-haſt reproached; 


© and us, for our Practice therein, haſt 


- © branded for Infidels: and haſt alſo en- 
_ © deavaured to caſt Stumbling-blocks in the 
| © Way, to hinder thoſe who might have 


* a De- 
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14 Defire to prove 2 ay, od be ac⸗ 
« quainted with: the Way, and Worſhip . 
« which the Lord hath gathered us into. 
And moreover, it may be an Occaſion to 
« ſtir up the Magiſtrates againſt us, through 
thy falſe Inſtigation, to perſecute us as 
© Infidels. Therefore this may let thee 
know, that for the Truth's ſake, which 
6 is dear and precious to us, we are en- 
6 paged, and concerned to Clear, and Vin- 
dicate, in a publick Way and Manner, 
both the Truth, and our ſelves, as 5 
our Belief of it, and our Worſhip t 
© the Lord in it: and alſo to fatisfie 
© and inform both Magiſtrates and People, 
* that although thou haſt in Publick ap- 
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© peared againſt us, and openly charged 4 | 


© and branded us for Infidels, and ſo be- 
© ſpattered the precious Truth which we 
© profeſs 3 yet when thou ſhould'ſt come 
to Proof and Tryal, thou art not able 
to ſtand before it. For the Truth is 
 *Strongeſt; and as it hath, ſo it will pre- 
yall, and have the Victory. 
And as I doubt not but thou art ſenſi- 
© ble, that tou haſt falſly charged us, and 
done us Wrong: ſo I deſire that the ſenſe 
and weight of it may come fo cloſe and 
heavy upon thee, that thou may ſt Repent 
of it, and give forth a publick Acknow- 
_ ©ledgment, to clear us and hy. own Con- 
* ſcience; and ME make ſome- oo of 
| tis- 
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200 Remarkable Poſoges of the Life 
Satisfaction for the Wrong and Injury 
* thou haſt done us. So in the love of God 


= 


h e remain 1 | 
| A Wel-wiſher to Thee and all Men, 
+544: | O. SANSOM. 


- But neither would this Letter draw 
him forth, to give us a publick Meeting. 
Wherefore, after I had thus cleared my 
hands of him, the Friends of our Meeting 
in Newbery, looking upon themſelves to be 
1 race, to give forth ſome Vindication 
= more publick, on behalf of Truth, and 
of the precious Faith, which we through 
Mercy have obtained, againſt this envious 
Man's Imputation of Infidelity : They ab- 
ſtracted out of the foregoing Letters, the 
Heads of the Matters in Controverſie; and 
having drawn them up in a fit Form and Me- 
tthod, delivered Copies thereof to ſeveral 
Perſons of Note in the Town of Newbery. 
All which this Evil Man choſe rather to 
lie under the Cenſure of, than come forth 
in Publick to acquit himſelf there- from. 
= - © Some time after this, the Yearly-Meet- 
ing at Londom coming on, to which my 
dear Friend and Brother in the Truth, 
Samuel Burgis, and I intending to go, we 
ſet forward together on our Journey thi- 
VV ther wards. 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 20o0r 
therwards. And as we travelled on the 
way, we felt drawings on our Spirits, tod 
viſit our Friends, at their Weekly-Meet- =_ 
ing in Windſor : which cauſed us to tun 
in thither. But after we were come into 
the Town, and before the Meeting began; 
there fell a great weight of Darkneſs upon 
us: which brought ſo ſore an Oppreſſion 
upon our Spirits; that we were. ſenſible: 
the Meeting would be diſturbed; and that 
Sufferings would attend us that Day 

When the Meeting time was come, and 
Friends were gathering together, we went 
and fate down in Silence with them. And 
after we had waited awhile; I having ſome- 
thing, by way of Teſtimony, to declare 
I ſtood up and ſpake for about an Hour + . 
and being pretty Clear, ſate down again - 
And then my dear Brother S. Burgis ſtoo® 
up, and began to declare; But had not 
ſpoken long, before the Mayor and a ju— 
tice of the Town, with ſeveral other _ 
Officers, came into the Meeting, and com 
manded him to hold: But he, not heeding 
their Words. went on ſtill. Whereuponn 
the Mayor commanded the Officers to pulb +. 
him down, and to have us all away to the: 
Town-Hall,. and there ſecure us, untibwe 
were Exa mine... any nl 

Thither thereupon we were had, and ü 
our Names being taken, we were kept: © - IM 
there a long time, while the Magiſtrates 
TIES * K 5. held!!! 
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202 Remarkabl# Paſager of the Life 
* deld a Conſultation privately between 
_ themſelves concerning us. Which done, 
and they Sitting in the Place of judgment, 

we were all called together before them; 


and part of the Act againſt Seditious Con- 
yeaticles was read: upon which the Ju- 
ice put ſuch a Conſtruction, that in his 


Senſe he concluded us Tranſgreſſors. But 
pet he very nobly ſaid, That, if any of us 


had any thing to ſay,” in our own Defence, 
to ſhew why he ſhould not proceed againſt 
us, as Perſons Convicted by the faid Act, 
were ready to hear us. 5 | 


neſs depending on the Court, was taken at 
the Meeting among us;and being firſt called, 
- he fpake firſt, and his Examination 78 7 
- Tmewhat long, at leaſt, I thought it ſo: 
= for 2 began to be uneaſie, as wanting room 
20 


peak what was upon my Mind. But 


wem Requeſt, Liberty was granted me: 


Whereupon | ſpake as followeth. 
1 do not underſtand (faid I) that we 


are ſuch People as this Act is provided a- 
gainſt : for we are no Seditious Sectaries, 
nor diſloyal Perſons; neither can it be 


proved, that we were ever found in Sedi- 


= - tious Practices, to the Diſturbance of the 
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Peace, or raiſing Inſurrections; Therefore 
being Innocent and Clear from all thoſe 
_ dangerous Practices, which this Act bb 


” 


' AYE. 4 
&. 4 * « 7 "35 : a” 4 
8 : * 1 1 2 1 F 8 4 . 2 4 = hs l 
A OT LE 2 1 
4 1 ER" 9 Ka "IF * r 


8 4 2 4 W-: dre, y 

a E * " 

* ' "WF, Ty - r 

ry * 9 1 — 

F e r * * 
oa 7 Pe 9. 

* * 
* * 1 4 


"x" 4 * * a. 
dn $21 | Are X Me 5 42 1 — 
ß 54 25 . 
15 * Pe OR. ©" HF SO” * * 
: "WM. Bhi 
1 o — * ein; 
4 % 1 


of JLIVER SAN SOM 263 — 
ll yidesRemedies a ainſt; I cannot ſeemhere- WEE 

$ fore we ſhould fuffer by 7 7 
At this the Juſtice was angry, a HF chars __ 
ged me with a Lye, for affirming that no 
Quakers were ever Diſturbers of the;Peac 

or found raiſing Inſurrections: for he fai 
there were _ in the Wars in Times 


ſt. 
* mildly replied, I do Confeſs that ſeve-- 
ral, which ha been in the Wars, and born- 
i Arms, came afterwards to own the Truth, . 


and leave the Wars: But I did, and do de- 
ny that any, after they came to own, and 
abide in the Truth, did ever take up Arms, 

or uſe a Carnal Wea 

1 After this, Samuel Burgis being called, _ 
? and Charged with Deluding the People; if 
he asked them, Whether it was an Offence, ü 
or Breach of the Law, to Exhort People to ³ k- 
ſear God? The Juſtice faid, Yes. Then 
faid S. B. If it be an Offence to Fear the 
Lord, and to Exhort People to it; then 
Ss: ant here ready to ſuffer for it, if it "de to 
the Laying down of my Life. The Juftice --- 
faid again, In your Senſe, it is. Whereupotr-- i 
I faid further, Seeing this AQ is not made 
to ſuppreſs the true Worſhip of God; nor i 
to puaiſh any for worſhipping Godin Sine + 
.cerity and Truth, but againſt Seditious Pra- 

- Qices :'and ſeeing we are real, upright and 
innocent in all our Intentions , 1 * took 
ws God and Man, as touching all 0 : [; 
ES | 95 8 
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- * — 204 ee je Puſugeraf the Lie - 
| _ Meetings; z therefore it cannot . reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed, that we are the ran meant 
or aces by this Statute. _ _ - » 
The Mayor ſaid , The Quakers are ex- 
| preſſed in this. Ad, as he thought. But 
ES - when I deſired him to ſhew it me; and he 
= had taken up the Act to look after it: 
2Y the Juſtice interpoſing ſaid, he thought the 
word Quaker was not in it; but added, 
that it was ground enough to conclude our 
Meeting a Seditious Meeting, becauſe ſe- 
'veral of us were found there, whoſe Dwel- 
lings were ſo far remote from that place. 
I anſwered,: Some of us were on our Jour- 
_ mey to London, and did but viſit out Friends 
in our. Trayel; and Fobn Swinton had Buſi- 
nefs,th os jy £0: ſpeak with the King upon, 
Je heard. 
ice thereupon faid, We are as 
beg to cauſe you to suffer, as you can 
to Suffer : but if we don't Fine you, we 
are Tha by this Act to be Fined our ſelves 
10⁰ 
, To which I anſivered, Except we are 


2 Seditious, the At Clears us: and 
then there is no need for you to fear the 
-Hundred- Pound Fine. 


But, replied the Juſtice, I will not ven- 
ture "= 


5 Thereu _ I asked him, is he knew of 

© any Magiſtrate, that had ſuffered in that 
kind, for not putting this AQ in Execution 
le us? has | * 
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Ves, faid he, I know of Two that ft >" 
| 1. One was at Chicheſter. 1M 
„I anſwered, This I confeſs, I have ack 
heard of before; and can ſay nothing to. 
it: But I can ſay, and that in Truth, re 
= truly Innocent concerning Sedition;. : 
And to meet in reality.t9-worſhip God is 
neither contrary to this , nor to the 
Liturgy : For the Liturgy; Goth ache. 4 | 
ledge that it is very right: and = too 
our bounden Duty, at all i u in 
3 to Pray and give. Thanks unto. 
G 

I ſee, ſaid the Jafties, you are: not igno- 
rant of the Liturgy : but that will not Ex- 
cuſe you. 0 


Well, ſaid 1, we 5 commit our G 3 
to God : But 1 deſire, that-in thy, Proceeds + 1 
ing againſt us, thou may'ſt have regard to 
the Royal Law of Chriſt Jeſus; Wien e, 
To do to all Men, as thou wonldiſt: de 
done unto : And Conſider, if it; mere thy. - I 
own Caſe, and our Condition were thine; . A 
Could'ſt thou be willing to ſuffer thy folk 
in this manner. AY 

Yes, replied the Juſtice: 1 ſhould toll — = 
the Law paſſively: for there is no with- © = 
ſtanding an Act of Parliament. The whole 
Nation (added he) had a hand. in making MM 
it; and thou thy ſelf ( ſpeaking: o me $) —_ 
nd kt a | HANKS in I this AQ.” .- A 
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4f/faid I, it might be concluded that: I: 
had a hand in making this Act; then fure«. 
ly, I may juſtly Claim a Right 20/1 cs od 
and explain it. 

No, replied the Juſtice, T | had'ſt a 
band, by thy Repreſentative, in making it: 
* dut it is left to the Judges of the Law to 
1 Interpret in, - 2 
When this Diſcourſe, with ſome more 
to like purpoſe, had paſſed; they proceed - N 

ed to impoſe Fines : and they. Fined me, f 
and the reſt of Friends, Five Sbillings a- | 
piece; except S. Burgs, whom they Fined, 
as a Preacher, Twenty Pounds. For which 
his Corn was afterwards diſtrained, and 
_ carried to Market; but not Sold, no body 
being forward to buy it; And after i it had 
Kid in à Garner in Newbery a conſiderable 
time; it was at length kelivered to him 
ein. 
About this time the Myſtery of Iniquity 
was ſecretly at work, in this County of 
Irie, ig divers; ſome of whom had been 
Treat Sufferers for the Truth: but in the 
a of Liberty, growing high and 
Z = hey loſt the ſenſe of their former 
= Tenderneſs. And being carried away with 
an high Admiration of two Wandring Stars 
(J. S. and J. V.) an exalted, oppoſing, - 
ſeparating Spirit by that means prevailed, 
1a the Fleſhly Wiſdom, to the Defiling of 


| 9 and Grief of Man. Of which Oc- 
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Fe OLIVER SAMSON By 
ben may be offered to ſay more here- 
ter. Wherefore I ſhall now go on, to 
e ſome other Services which the Lord | 
Was pleaſed to imploy me in. 2 
About the time before meationsd.; 5 of 
|, my going to London by Windſor, | felt ſome 
f Drawings on my Spirit, to go over into 

Ireland in the Service of the Goſpel ; and 
very hard it was for me to give up to that 
Journey: but in waiting upon the Lord, 
and ſhutting out carnal Reaſoning , the 
Lord in time made me willing to be re- 
ſigned to his Guidance in that Exerciſe; 
and ſo the thing remaining near two Vears, 
grew ſtill more weighty upon me: Then 
I acquainted my dear Brother Samuel Bur- 
gis therewith ; and he was made free and 
willing to. go along with me, and be 
Companion in that Journey, although he .- 
came from thence not long before. 
So we went up firſt to the Yearly-Meet- | 
ing, in the Year 1676. And ſoon after our _ 
Return from thence, we ſet forward from 
our own Homes, on the 11th Day of the 
5th Month; our Wives, and ſeveral Friends 
(that lived near us) in love accompanying 
us, to bring us on our Journey. We went 1 
firſt to Cricłlade, where was a NN i 
ing that Day : where ſeveral Friends: * 2 
Cirenceſter (having notice of our 3 
met us; and we were well refreſhed tog 
ther, in the tenſe of the A Love hs 3 
dur ts” After | F 1 4 
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rkable Paſſages of the Life 
After the Meeting, we went with our 
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Friends to Cirenceſter: And the next Morn- 
ing, after we had waited a while togethes; 
and Prayers and Supplications were poured 


forth unto the Lord, that he would be 


Wiſdom and Strength unto us, to dire& 


and preſerye us in our weighty Undertake- 
ing ; And ia tender Love, and Brokenneſs 
of Heart, Committing each other to the 
Care and Keeping of the Almighty : we 


took our Leave of our dear Wives, and 
Friends there, and having heavenly Incou- 


ragement, we went the ſame day to Chelt- 
nam; Where we had a Meeting with Friends 
that Evening, and the Lord's bleſſed Pre- 


ſence and Power was with us, which cauſed 


a great Tenderneſs over the Meeting. 
Next Morning we travelled to Worce- 
fer, and had a good Meeting with Friends, 


at their Weekly-Meeting that Day; and 


Friends were very kind and loving to us. 

From thence we paſſed next Day to Stur- 
bridge ; and (it being Market-day) we had 
a Meeting with Friends there in the Eve- 
ning. They were deſirous to have us tarry 
with them until the Firſt Day alſo : but we, 
being preſſed in Spirit to go forward, went 
on next Morning (which was the Seventh 
Day of the Week) to Shrewsbury; where 
we tarried the Firſt Day. At our Entring 
intg that Town, we felt a great weight of 
Datkaeſs over the Place; and ſoon after we 
I Pet under- 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 209 
- underſtood the Aſſize was holden there at 
that time. At the Meeting, one of the 
Sheriff's Bailiffs, and ſeveral more People, 
were preſent, and continuing many of them | 
to the laſt, behaved themſelves ſoberly, and 1 
gave great Attention. It being the Month- | 
 ly-Meeting, it was large; and very preci- 
us, through the Goodneſs of the Lord, who 
is worthy to have-the Glory over all for 
j evermore. | 
Afterwards in the Evening,many Friends 
0 being together with us, we had then alſo 
à good time together, to our Comfort, 
through the Favour of the Lord. Then 
we went to viſit two Friends that were in 
Priſon: and there alſo waiting together 
awhile in the Priſon, we felt and taſted 
ſomething of that Spring of Divine Life, 
whereby we had been ſo often refreſned: 
Holy, pure Praiſes be aſcribed to the ever- 
laſting Fountain for ever and ever. - .-.- 
The next Day we paſſed to Cheſter, and 
had a Meeting amongſt Friends there; and 2 
the Power of the Lord reached to moſt in 
the Meeting, which cauſed. great Tender- 
neſs amongſt them; endleſs Praiſes be to 
his Name for ever: and much Love was 
manifeſted unto us from the. 
Then hearing next day (being the 4th 
Day of the Week) of a Ship laden with Y 
Coals, and bound for Dublin, ready to ſet . 
Sail; we diſpoſed of our Horſes, and haited 
— away 
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210 RemarkaDle Paſſages oft 
_ away to Neſſon, where the Ship lay: and 
there we waited for a Wind until the 
Seventh Day in the Morning; at which 
E time the Wind blew, and ſat very well for 
us. Whereupon, about Sun-riſing we, with 
many other Paſſengers, got all on Board; 
but the Wind blowing very ſtrongly toſſed 
the Boat, in ſuch ſort, that many Paſlen- 
gers were Sick, before they could get a- 
board the Ship. N 
Then hoyſing up their Sails, they put 
forth, and went away very ſwiftly for 
about three quarters of an Hour. But paſ- 
ſing over a Shoal, the Ship ſtruck upon the 
5 Sand once or twice, and then ſhe ſtuck- 
E faſt in the Sand, and could not get off. 
And it being an Ebbing Tide, the Water 
ment clean away from the Ship, fo that it 
H was dry Land round about, for à great 
AY diſtance from the Ship. W herefore many 
= of us went down out of the Ship, and 
F walked four or five Hours on the Sands: 
which lay dry for two or three Furlongs 
in length, but encompaſſed round with Wa- 
ter at à diſtance, that none could get to 
tbe Land, if they had deſired it; but when 
tze Tide came in again, we all went up 
into the Ship. And when it was High- 
water, the Ship floated, being born up by 
the Flood above the Sands. Whereupon 
wee endeavoured to get forward: but the 
Wind being turn'd almoſt againſt us, tho 
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then fain to caſt Anchor. 


the Week, as ſoon as twas Day-light, the 
Sailors went to work again ; and having 


endeavoured again to get forward; but the 


which forced them to caſt Anchor NN 


that when we were at Cheſter , treating 
with the Ship-Maſter, and juſt as we bad 


there, and thereabouts, in that part of Lan- 


and withal thinking it long e' er we were 
got over into Ireland, did take that weight 
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"0 OLIVER SAR SOM Ar 
the Seamen- toiled hard, and ſailed to ang 
again, until the Evening; yet were they J 


Next Morning, being the Firſt Day of 1 


weighed Anchor, and ſſ pread their Sails, 


Wind was ſtill ſtrong againſt them. Aud 
when they had laboured till near the mid - 
dle of the Day, the Wind grew more 
turbulent with Rain and Stormy Weather; 


again. 
This unexpected ſtop, and delay of our 
Paſſage, brought afreſh to our remembrance, 


wo Tx. 


concluded for our Paſlage, a great weight: 
came upon my Spirit; and I had ſome 
Drawings to go to Leverpool, to viſit Friends 


caſhire, before we left England. But we 
having ſuddenly diſpoſed of our Horſes, 
and being not well able to travel on foot, 


which fell upon me at Cheſter, to be a Fote- | 
warning from the Lord of ſome Hardſhip, 
or Suffering that. was FROG 10 0 ae N as. Y 
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There were on Board the Ship about 
erde eg in all Many of ps 
Z 3 were as Lewd and Wicked, L think, as 
® 2 . moſt the Earth did bear: but others of 
| them were more Sober; though, as to Re- 
- ligion, very dark. Yet the Lord, by his 
E FPower-preſerved us, fo that none of them 
* _ offered any Abuſe unto us, fo much as in 
2 1 Words: though they were very vain, and 
frothy among themſelves; and the weight 
of their Iniquity lay heavy upon us. 
While thus we lay at Anchor, in the 
Afternoon, when all had dined ( but we 
| our ſelves, who were faſting all the Day) 
3 1 went up upon the Deck, in the Fear 
A and Dread of the Lord God: and my Bro- 
ther 8. opening his Mouth with an au- 
_ dible Voice, declared to them of the Mercy 
- and Love of the Lord; exhorting them to 
5 KRepentance. When he ceaſed, I ſpake to 
. them alſo, after the ſame manner, putting 
them in mind of their latter End; and 
* them for their Vanity, exhort- 
ed them to turn to the Grace of God, 
Which had appeared to them, to teach them 
3 all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
xe ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
=} Kis preſent World. 
= + When firſt-S. B. began to Speak, they 
=: en forth and drew near unto us, ſtand- 
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A ing together upon the Deck, like a pretty 
= Arge . 3 and gave diligent At- 
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Among them was one, called a Lady, 
3 ſeveral other Perſons of Quality, who 
ſhewed'much Soberneſs, in giving heed to 

what was declared. 

The Lady came-up cloſe to my Elbow; 
becauſe the Wind was high, and ſhe deſi 
rous to-hear. And afterwards ſhe asked 
me ſeveral -Queſtions ; which I anſwered 
to her Satisfaction. The Maſter of the 
Ship alſo, and the Seamen, ſeemed well 
pleaſed ; and were kind, and courteous to 
us: for. indeed, the powerful Preſence of 
the Lord was with us; and moſt of them 
were ſo far reached, as to Confeſs that 
what we ſaid was true. Only ſome French- 
Men, who were ſaid to be Fidlers and 
Fencers, and ſuch. like, ſeemed to be har- 
dened : yet they alſo were bounded fran 
offering us any Abuſe. 4 

As foon as we had done our Service a- =_ 
amongſt them, the Weather being likely 
to be more tempeſtuous, they weighed An= MA 
chor, and Tacking about, returned back to 
Naſſon in about an Hours time. And we 
(having been thus ſtrengthen'd by the Lord, 
af to ſound forth his Truth amongſt them, 
1 when being brought into a Straight, they. 
| were willing to hear) were greatly comfort 
ed by the Lord our God, in our 
to him in that Exerciſe and Service ; z 


bleſſed and praiſed be his * Name for 
ever. 
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| But being thus ſet on ' Shoat again at 
Nie on the Firſt Day at Night (which 
' was the 23d of the 5th Month, 1676) we 
ttarried there until the Morning; and the 
= + _— * ind ſtill ſtanding contrary, we then took 
| dur Journey on Foot into Lancaſhire: And 
Pg through Leverpool without hearing 
- of any Friend there, we went on, about 
a ns Miles forther „to the Houſe of a 
Friend, whoſe Name was Henry Baker , 
ao were kindly received, and lodged 
1 | 


% hat 


2 Next Morning we went hack to Lever- 


the Friend, our Hoſt accompanying 
us; and he brought us to a Friends Houſe 
there, where we ſtaid a while. | 
There was, that Day a great Fair at Lever- 
peel, and my dear Companion S. Burgis, being 
under a great Exerciſe of Spirit, was con- 
— go into the midſt of the Fair, near 
tie Exchange; and having given a Man Mo- 
td let him ſtand the end of his ſtall, 
be cxyed out alond, in the dread of the 
Lord, againſt the Pride, and Wickednefs 
El the People; warning them to Repent. 
"This gave an Alarm through the Town, 
wie being at that time a multitude of Peo- 
BY | ple: Yet none offered any violence to him. 
When he had cleared himfelf of what was 
at that time upon him, he ſtepped down; 
and 1 being next him all the time, we came 


forth from among the * Throng, and 
| Went 
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vent back © to bon Friends Houſe again; 
where many Friends, who were come to 
the Fair, came to viſit us, and were ex- 
ceeding kind and loving to us, inviting us 
to come into the Country among them, 
until we might have our Paſſage. But we, 
hearing of a Ship ready to ſet Sail for Daub- 
lin, and waiting only for a Wind, went 
back again that Night to Henry Baker” J 
| Houſe: And next Morning, finding the 
Wind fit fair, we went again to Leverpool, 
that we might be in readineſs, if the Ship 
ſhould Sail : But when we came thither, 
we were informed, that no Ship would Sail 
thence that Day. 
Some Friends of the Country, heariag 
of us, came to ſee us there; and very 


kindly proffered to lend us Horſes, to go 

; into the Country with them. But we, ha- 

8 ving a deſire to have a Meeting in Lever- 

. pool, which we could ſee no lixelyhood of 

f obtaining that Day, went about a Mile 

e out of Town, and Lodging chere that⸗ 

8 Night, returned next Day to Leverpool a. 

# gain. And then, finding no other way o- 

3 pen, I ſent a Friend about in the Town, to 

. ſee if he could hire a Room for a Meeting - 
. that Day: He ſoon met with one, who ä 
8 willingly for Mony offered his Houſe: And . 
" we, being very glad of it, appointed the AN 
= Meeting to begin at the Sixth Hour in 

da the Evening, it nn. es of the © - 
at Week. | Notice 5 
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Notice being given thereof, much Peo- 
Joe came in, and we had a good Meeting; 
r the Lord's Power was manifeſted, and 
many Hearts were tendered; and the 
Friends, which were there, were well re- 
freihed, and greatly ſatisfied. They ſaid, 
there had not been a Meeting in that Town 
for 16 or 17 Vears paſt; about which time 
"Richard Habberthorn was there: but the 
Magiſtrates then drove Friends out of the 
Town, through the inſtigation of a wicked 


1 
: 
? 


envious Prieſt, who adviſed them to beware | 

of the Quakers, and not to ſuffer them with- 7 

in their Borders; telling them it would be . 

too late to ſeek a Remedy, when the 

Mayor's throat was cut, and all his Offi- 

cers ſlain. But between that time and this, | 

Friends were better known, and their t 
Principles better underſtood. 1 5 \ 
Among the many People, that were at F 

this Meeting, there was one of the Chief ſ 

Men of the Town; and he was ſo very 8 

_ courteous and kind to us; that he even con- . 
ſtrained us to go to his Houſe, and drink 21 

a Glaſs of Wine with him; which, more 2 

for his ſake, than of his Wine, we conſent- L 

ed to. 8 th 

About an Hour after the Meeting was de 

over, our Spirits being clear, and greatly ſo 

7 comforted in the goodneſs of the Lord our Ez 
Cod, who had given us our Hearts deſire, to 


we went on board the Ship, and 2 th 
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I ſdaway, in much inward Joy and ſatis- 

; faction. But when we came out at Sea, 

1 the Winds proving ſomething contrary, * 

e as well as rough, we were Three Days and 

- Three Nights upon the Water : Which 

„ I cauſed my Companion to be ſomewhat 

n I Sea-Sick; but I was as well as at other 

e I times. | _ 

e We arrived at Dublin on the 3oth of the 

e || 5th Month, 1676. And when we were come 

d jato that City, a hard Travel and Exer- 

e ciſe came upon us, by reaſon of the Power 

* of Darkneſs, which had wrought Strongly, 

2 and Myſteriouſly in the Hearts of ſome, 

Ce who had once known a better State, while 

f- they were little and low. But when the 

85 Lord had given them Reſt, and increaſed 

ir them in Outward things, the Love of this 
World entring their Hearts, became as a 

it Root of Bitterneſs in them, from whence 

ef ſprang Prejudice, Enmity., Contention, 

y High- mindedneſs, Self- Love, and the like. 

n- We tarried there the Weekly Meeting, 

1K and the Two Meetings on the Firſt Day 

re following: And although the Power of the 

. Lord was over all in thoſe Meetings, to 
the Comfort and Refreſhment of the ten 

as der Hearted: Yet inaſmuch as there were - _ Ml 

ly ſome other Travelling Friends alſo from ö 

ur England, we had not then opportunity fully = 

e to clear our ſelves amongſt the Friends of 


ſ- WF thatplace,but tarried longer amongſt them F 


ks * ** * 
* E 1 


* Ip 


8 f IH, E ; q 1 285 7 ds q ; , a J * = | . | | LY or Te * ; 
2 e , 89 * Ty : | x 8 1 > = = 
FP p * 8 2 * r ; | 5 5 ; E # , f 
218 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
* a 4 * i 3 - » 

on the Second Day went to a Womens 


ET "Meeting there; and we have cauſe to ſay, 
= __- the Lord owned them, by affording them 
the Enjoyment of his Refreſhing, Powerful 
-- Preſence among them, for the Strength- 
ning, and Encouraging of us all, as we are 
humbly reſigned to obey him. 
Next Day there was a Mens Meeting, 
to which alſo we went; and the Power and 
- Preſence of the Lord was mightily reveal 
ed; which enabled us, to Diſcover and 
give Warning againſt that Spirit of Dark- 
neſs, which was the Troubler of Mae. 
After this, not yet finding our ſelves fully 
-. Clear, we tarried their Weekly Meeting 
on the Fifth Day, and the Lord was with 
us, as at other times (bleſſed for ever be 
mais Holy Name) and the upright and ten- 
deer Hearted were refreſned, and made glad 
iz tbe feeling of the Love of God, which 
liowed forth through us towards them, 
in the time of our being there amongſt 
1 8 chem. s | | 
—_ - Now after we had tarried eleven Days 
in Dublin, we left that City, and paſſing 
BE - away towards the North of Jreland, had a 
Meeting near Dregbedah, at a place called 
 Killmeer, where many People came in, and 
the Lord's Power was bleſſedly with us; 
which cauſed great Openneſs and Ten- 
derneſs in the Meeting: Glory over Wd, 
an 
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and endleſs Praiſes be given to the: Gl i 
of our Life and Strength, for evermor e. 
We Travelled the next Day Forty lrim IB 
miles, or upwards, to Leggekore; and on 
the morrow, being Firſt Day, we went = 
to a Meeting at Bellehagan; where we were 
comforted together with Frie -= 
Goodneſs of the Lord. = 


Be; 


Next Day we went to Hanucis Rabens Mi 
Houſe, near Lurgen, where was a large 
and good Meeting. And from thence next Mi 
Day we paſled to a Meeting near Liſag - 
, which alſo through the great Love t WM 
our God, was made good unto us. From 
thence we went to the City of Antrim that 
Night, and the next Day to Grange; where 
we tarried a little time with Friends, and © 
then paſſed on to Jamen Mpors (who Jived | Ml 
near Bellimory) and lodged there: and the * © 
next Day, being the Seventh of the Week, Ml 
leaving our Horſes there, we went 1 
Foot, to a Friends Houſe, whoſe 'Name © + 
was Gilbert Crocket, near Coleraigne, where 


PS. 
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f the Meeting was to be on the morrow, and 

u large and precious Meeting it was, 
through the Goodneſs of the Lord, in 

4 which we with Friends, were comforted 

* * and refreſhed together. | 


On the Second Day we came back to 
- Grange, and had a Meeting there on the 
Third Day; and were comforted in the 
'Lord, with Friends there alſo. 85 
We came to Antrim on the Fourth Day, 
and ſtaid the Meeting there. And the 
next Day went to Carick-Fargus, and had 
a Meeting there; and in all theſe Places, 
the Lord was ſtill with us, to our Comfort, 
bleſſed be his Holy Name for ever. 
Next Day, being the Sixth of the Week, 
leaving Carick-Fargus, we paſſed along by 
Belfaſt, and Liſnegarvy ; and came to Lur- 
gar at Night. And on the Seventh Day, 
= many Friends accompanying us, we went 
to Bellchagan, to the Province Meeting; 
which lafted Two Days: Here we met 
with Roger Longworth, and John Sincock;, and 
3 ' avery large and precious Meeting there was 
through the Loving kindneſs of our tender 
= God; to whom, for all his Goodneſs, be 
the Praiſe and Glory aſcribed, and offered 


up over all, for evermore, Amen. 
1 After the Meeting on Firſt Day was end- 
ac, we Travelled to Armagh, and had a 
Meeting there that Evening; to which 
many People came, and a good time we had 
—_ #7 | with 


» „ * R * „ os ts tis Ate 12 "WP WISE" of 
7 4 % be NY. 1 * b 7 Py * * oF » 7 7 5 7 
w & 8 P 0 Py 4 - 


of OLIVER SAN SOM 22 


| $3 with them, through the continued Love o5 
our merciful God. 
We went next Day, to a Meeting near 

| Charle- Mount, where alſo the Lord com- 

forted us with his People. And from 

) thence we went to Drungannon, where we 

5 had a Meeting that Evening, to which ma- 

- ny rough People came, and heard pretty 


quietly; for the Lord's Power was over 
: all, which kept their Spirits down. 
b The next Day we Travelled to Cavan, 
| which was about Forty Miles. And the 


L Day following, we went to Belturbet Meet= 
A ing, Seven Miles, and back to Cavan that 

Night; and were at the Weekly Meeting 
I there on the Fifth Day; and ſtill the Love 
y and Favour of our gracious God, was re- 
9 newed and continued to us, for our great Mi 
„ Encouragement, and to the Confirming and 
t Refreſhing of his Heritage, where ever ve Ml 
; came; all Glory, Honour and endleſs ' 
4 Praiſes be returned to him for evermore.. | «© Ml 
d On the Sixth Day we Travelled to - 
8 Friends Houſe near Trim (an old decayed. 
r City) and had a Meeting there on the Mor- = 
* row; and after the Meeting, we rode 
d Twenty Miles to Dublin, and were there 
at both the Meetings on the Firſt Day. 
[- Thoſe Meetings were full and large, abun» 
a dance of People thronging in; and fome 
h Rudeneſs there was amongſt them, for 
d ſome time; but, for the moſt Part they be- 
h nes 
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221 Rembrhable Paſſages of the Liſe 
_ *hived themſelves ſoberly : And bleſſed be 
the Lord, his Power was felt over all, in 
Which the Word of Truth was ſounded 
forth, in his Divine Authority, over the 
Meetings, to the comfort of the Faith- 


„ ee See e ay _— > 
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On the Second Day, we were at the 
Womens Meeting in that City; and the 
Lord was with us there alſo. 
Next Day we went to Kilbalin, and had 

a Meeting there; in which the Lord an- 
ſwered the deſire of the Upright; for the 

Diligent received a good Reward; the 
Slothful and Lukewarm were Warned, and 

Exhorted to zeal, and Diligence in the O- 
we - bedience of the Truth. -—- 

w. The ſame Day we went to Caſtle- Dermot, 
and the next Day, (being the Fourth of 
=_—_— the Week) to New-Garden Meeting, and 

= The Day following to the Weekly Meeting 

= at Ballinatill: From whence we returned 
next Day to Caſtle-Dermot, where was a 
large Meeting, at which many People 
= were preſent. And in all theſe Meetings 
the wonted goodneſs of our tender God 
was ſtill extended to his People, to our 
Mutual Refreſhment and Comfort together; 
to him alone the Praiſe is due, and the 
Glory belongs, and to him be it aſcribed 

for ever and ever. | 

On the Next Day, being the Seventh of 
the Week, we returned to Dublin, and 

: | were 
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| were at their Two Meetings on the Firfi 
I Day, which were very large: And the 4 
Lord's Power and Preſence was ſenſibly. = 
| enjoyed, to the comfort of the Tender- = 
| hearted ; for which Thankſgivings, and = 
living pure Praiſes be given to him for ever- = 
; more. | | E 
| We left Dublin on the Third Day of the WM 
| Week (which was the 12th of the 7th = 
| Month) and being accompanied by many 7 
Friends, went to Wicklow; where was a I 
Meeting on the next Day; and the Day 1 
a following we had a Meeting at Bellicave. 2B 
In both which, the Lord's Comforting 
> Preſence ſtill accompanied, and refreſhed” z 
us with his People; bleſſed for ever be his. i 
f Next Day we Travelled in the County* - | 
1 of Wexford, and lodged at a place called” © 
g the Deeps. From whence next Day (be Ml 
f ing the Firſt of the Week) we went too) 
2 Thomas Holmes his Houſe, were was a large 
e and bleſſed Meeting. And the Day fol- , 
q lowing we went into the Barony of Fort, 
d and had a Meeting at Balliconnick on the 
r Third Day; to which many People came; 'Y 
1 and here alſo the Lord bleſſed us with his 
. refreſhing Preſence; Glory be to him for 
4 ever. | ab: 
From thence we went the next Day to 
1 a Meeting at Wexford; and the Day fol- 
d lowing.to a Meeting at Lambs-Town; and 
E | F 1.4 x: to 
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following we had a Meeting at Newbriage 


= 
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to another Meeting at Edward Goddins the 


Day after. At which Five laſt Meetings, 
that Honeft, Ancient Labourer in the Lord's 


Work, Thomas Brigges was with us; and 


very good precious Meetings they were; 
in which the Life and Power of our God 
was over all; bleſſed for ever be his wor- 
thy Name. 

On the Firſt Day following, we were at 


the Meeting at Wexford. where many came 
In; and an heavenly ſweet Meeting we had, 


in the Injoyment of the Renewed Love, 


and Life of our God in the midſt of us, 


to our Comfort and great Incouragement, 


to him for ever be the Glory rendred, for 
all his Goodneſs extended to us, at all times, 


and in all places. 
The next Day we went again into the 


Barony of Fort, to a Meeting that was ap- 


pointed to be on the Morrow at Leonard 


Lerlyes Houſe; and there alſo many Peo- 
ple came in, among whom ſome were Men” 


of Note, as having been formerly Officers 
in the Army; and a very good Meeting 
it was, for the opening and clearing: of 
Truth, to the underſtandings of the honeſt 
Inquirers; and the Authority of the Power 
of our God was over all, bleſſed be his Ho- 
Iy Name for ever. 

We went next Day to a Meeting at Joh 
Fennel's Houſe at Bellimonybig: And the Day 


at 


hath called them nnto. 


The next Morning (being the 29th of 
the 7th Month) we had a Meeting at Eqd- 
ward Goddins in the Forenoon; and though . 
it was but little, yet it was a comfortable 
Meeting, the freſh living Preſence of the 
us, bleſſed be his 


Lord being there with 
Name for ever. 


From thence, going along with Frien 
to a Fair at Anniſtorply, we paſled to Fan- 
cis Randalls at the Deeps at Night, in or- 
der to be ata Monthly Meeting at Lambs- 
Town, on the Firſt Day following, which 
was the Firſt of the Eighth Month: The 
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at both wich places many of the Worlds 
People coming in, the Meetings were large, 
_ eſpecially the laſt; and the Preſence and 
Power of the Lord was with us, being feel- 
| ingly witneſſed, to the refreſhment of the 
Faithful, and for the Awakening, and 
Stirring up the Slothful and Backſliders to 
Diligence in the Work, which the Lord 


9 
— - 
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Meeting there was very large, and the ; 


Lord made it alſo very good to us, by ap- 
(according to his wonted kind. 


pearing 


neſs) in the midſt, to the Refreſkin 
e. n 
On the Second 71 we Travelled to 
Waterford, and had a Meeting there on 
Third Day: Another at Clunmell on Fourth ©» 
Day in the Evening: Another at John Fen- 
d another at Tallom 
© TE 


Comforting his Herita 


nels on the 5th Day: An 
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on the Sixth Day. At all which places, 
the Lord our God was ſtill with us, and 
ve us his precious Reward into our Bo- 
oms, to our, and his Peoples great Re- 
kreſument, magnified, and exalted be his 
Name over all for ever. 
On the Seventh Day we went to Youghall, 
and on the Firſt Day had two Meetings 
there; in which the refreſhing Preſence 
of our never - failing God, was ſweetly en- 
le in the midſt, to the tendering the 
Hearts of many. On the Second Day we 
went to Cork, and were at the Meeting 
there on the Third Day. And on the 
2 Fourth Day we went to Bandon, and fo 
3 forward to John Allen's (commonly called, 
4 Major Allen) at Night, and had a Meeting 
. there on the Fifth Day: from whence re- 
WE turning to Bandon, we had a Meeting there 
on the Sixth Day. And the Lord our God 
Till continued his Love and Favour to us, 
10 that in all theſe Meetings he was plea- 
= fed to accompany us with his Preſence ; 
= which made our Meetings with his People 
= to be Times of Refreſhing, and of Renew- 
- ings of Strength to all his ſincere waiting 
Ones. Oh ! the Glory over all, and pure 
living Praiſe is his due; and to him alone 
be it returned for everinore, Amen. 
Wee returned to Cork on the Seventh 
Day, and were at their two Meetings there 
on the Firſt Day. We tarried there on the 
wy > : Second 


. — 


- 
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| Munſter; which began on the Third Day, | 
our Friends, in all thoſe Meetings: for the 


overflow, and in a wonderful manner did 
he refreſh his Heritage; and Friends hearts 


with Friends, and had committed them to 


that time, with many Prieſts, and two or 


Place (who is called, The Soveraign} to 
ſend the Conſtable, with a Company. of © 
Men, to our Meeting, to fetch away.the, 
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Second Day alſo, that we might be at the 
six Weeks Meeting for the Province of 


and ended on the Fourth Day in the Eve- 
ning. A very precious time we had with - 


Lord our God was exceeding good unto us, 
in filling our Cups, and cauſing them to - 


were exceedingly tendered and enlarg- 
ed towards us, in the Love of God... 

On the Fifth Day, in the Morning, we 
left them, and went to Mala; where was 
a pretty large Meeting. And the next 
Morning, after we had had a little time - 


the Lord, who had refreſhed us together; 

we paſſed from thence to Charlowfield, and ü 
had a Meeting there that Afternoon. It. 
was a large and good Meeting: for notice il 
had been given to Friends before- hand of 
our Coming. But it happened that the 
Biſhop of Limerick was in the Town at - 


three Juſtices :. and they conſulting toge- 
ther, cauſed the Chief Magiſtrate of that 


4 


Speaker. 
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After the Meeting had continued about 
k bree Hours, the Conſtable came in; but 
very Soberly, and ſtood ſtill and heard a 
- E while, I being then declaring the 
Truth: And after ſome time, the Conſta- 
bdle came near, and taking hold of my 
Arm, faid, You muſt go along with me 
3 before the Soveraign. I deſired him to be 
Sober, and ſtay a little; and I ſhould go 
with him without haling : whereupon he 
4 let go his hold. Thea I ſpake a few words, 
nin the dread of the Lord, unto him, to 
& warn him to take heed how he laid hands 
on the Innocent : at which he ſeemed to 
be ſtruck, and was much down in his Spi- 
rit, and ſilent. Then I kneeled down, 
and prayed, and the Conſtable put off his 
Hat, while I prayed; and ſtood quiet af- 
terwards, until the Meeting broke up: 
and then I went with him to the Sove- 
raign ; who, as ſoon as I was brought be- 
fore him, asked me, pretty courteouſly, 
Pray, what is your Name ? 5 
I ſaid, I hope thou haſt no evil Intent 
in this thy asking: and although I am 
not either afraid, nor aſhamed to diſcover 
my Name; yet I would gladly know thy 
Purpoſe ia it. "2 | 
I ask you, ſaid he, for no Hurt. 
I Then l am very free, ſaid I, to tell thee 
that my Name is Oliver Sanſom. . 
Where, faid he, is your Dwelling ? 


oF 


My 


"If OLIVER SANSOM. 
My Outward Habitation , ſaid I, is in 


Berkſbire in England. 


What did you come over. hither for? 2 


ſaid he. 


To Preach the Goſpel, anſwered I, and 
Viſit my Friends. 

What Friends? ſaid he; Have you Kin- 
dred here? or have you any Buſineſs in 
Merchandize? I deſire to know the chief 


Cauſe of your Coming hither. 


As for Kindred, ſaid I, after the Fleſh I 
have none here, that | know of; nor for 
any Gain of this World am I come: But 


am come in Obedience to the Will of © MM 


God, who appear'd unto me, and laid a 
Neceſſ ity upon me to Preach the Goſpel; 
and ſent me hither by the ſame Spirit, by 
which he ſent forth his Miniſters in the 
Primitive Times. 

Then, ſaid he, if you have no Dwelling- 


Place, you are a Wanderer. 


Upon that, a Friend (that ſtood by) i in- 


ter poſing, faid, He is no Vagabond: | will £ | 


be Bound for him for an Hundred Pounds. 

I did not ſpeak ſo groſs, ſaid the Sove- 
raign, as to ſay he is a Vagabond: but if 
he hath no Dwelling here, I muſt account 
him a Wanderer. 

Thereupon I ſaid, I am no mare a Wan- 
derer, than the Miniſters of Chriſt. were ; 
as the Scriptures bear witneſs : and if Chriſt 
himſelf were ere, or his Apoſtles, thon 
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- might'ſt as well judge them Wanderers, as 
me. For Chriſt ſaid, He had not where to 
Lay his Head: and his Miniſters left all, and 
followed him; and had no certain Dwel- 
ling-place. : 
Well! ſaid the Soveraign, I might ask 
you for Miracles: but you will ſay, They 
are ceaſed. Were you at Cork? ſaid he. 
Ianſwered, I was at Cork. 
Had you, ſaid he, no Dwelling there? 
When I was there, replicd I, I Lodged 
at the Houſe of Thomas Cook, a Merchant. 
know Thomas Cook well, ſaid he: But 
how long have you been in Ireland ? 
1 told him, Two Months. 
Then ſaid he, You know the times are 
Dangerous ; Towns and Cities have been 
- Fired, and Plots have been contrived : and 
you being one that Wanders, and can give 
no good Account of your Buſineſs, I cannot 
let you go, unleſs ſome will be Bound for 
your good Behaviour. 
Thereupon I-faid to him, I have decla- 
red the Naked Truth unto thee, concern- 
ing my Coming over hither, and Travel- 
ling here. And to the Witneſs of God in 
thy Conſcience do I Appeal, Whether thou 
do'ſt judge me a Perſon ſuſpicious to Plot 
againſt the Government, or to fire Towns 
or Cities. But whether thou wilt let me 
-  , go, or not; | take no thought for that: 
= for 1 am given up into the Will of God, 
* | Da not 
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not only to Preach the Goſpel, but to 
Suffer for it; yea, even to Seal my Te- 
ſtimony with my Blood, if I am called 
ER: Eo ng oo ng 
Then ſaid he to the Friends that were 
preſent, If you will Promiſe that this Man 
ſhall come before me again to Morrow 
Morning at Nine a Clock, I will let him-go 
with you to Night. They ſaid they would 
Promiſe : and foI went away with them. 

| Next Morning one of the Friends went 
with me to the Soveraign's Houſe ; and he 

being yet in Bed, ſent to have the Friend 
brought up to his Bed-ſide ; and then told 
him, That the Biſhop of Limerick, and 
ſeveral Juſtices, had been in Town; and 
hearing of the Meeting, had ſent to him 
to break it up, and ſecure the Speaker. 
Now, ſaid he, I, being a Miniſter of the 
Law, could do no leſs than Idid. But how- 
ever, added he, if you will Promiſe aud 
Engage that he ſhall not come hither again, 

I will let him go. | . 
I cannot Promiſe any ſuch thing, ſais 
the Friend: for it may be the Lord may. ©} 
require him to come again. But this I can 
ſay, That his Intent at preſent (as I under- 
ſtand) is to paſs away, if he has his Liber 
ty; and I believe he hath no Purpoleat 
all to return hither, before he goes for EH, 3 
land : but I cannot enter into any Engage- I 
ment for it. „ 3 
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Then, ſaid the Soveraign, he may go 
whither be pleaſes. I was waiting below 
all this while; and when the Friend came 
down, and acquainted me what had paſſed 
between the Soveraign and him, and that 


I had my Liberty to go away: I felt an 


Exerciſe come upon my Spirit, ſo that I 
was not clear to go. Whereupon I deſired 
to ſpeak with the Soveraign my ſelf ; which 
being granted, when I came up to his Bed- 
fide, he thus began with me. 

How do you do, Oliver? Would you 
ak with me? 


Yes, ſaid I. 
Pray, what is your Will? ſaid he. 


When I was brought, ſaid I, before thee 
Yeſternight, thou did'ſt ask me ſeveral 
Queſtions, concerning the Occaſion of my 


Coming into this Nation; and I told thee 


the naked Truth from my Heart, how 
that I came in the Name of the Lord. But 
I then perceived by thee, that if I had 
come in my own Name, and on my own 


- Buſineſs, as a Merchant, to Buy and Sell, 


or the like; thou would'ſt have received 
me courteouſly, and entertained me kindly. 
But I am now come in Obedience to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as his Meſſenger and 
Servant, to Preach the Goſpel in his Power 


call Dari, Lord: now let it be manifeſt 


What 


and Authority. And ſeeing thou profeſ- 
ſeſt thy ſelf a Chriſtian, and in words do'ſt 


$535 my 


- : — 
# % 


_ of OLIVER SANSOM. 233 
what Entertainment thou haſt for his Ser- 

_ vant. Wilt thou receive me, and hear my 

Meſſage ? [To this he gave no Anſwer; 
. wherefore, after a little Pauſe, I went on, 

and ſaid, ] If thou wilt hear me, then Call 

up thy Family together; and here I am, 

ready to declare what I have received from 

the Lord. 
To this he anſwered, No, no. 

Then, ſaid I, If thou wilt not receive 
me, nor hear my Meſſage, (The Subſtance 
whereof is, That the Heavenly Kingdom, 
and Government of Chriſt is at hand 3 and 
behold, it is to be ſought, and waited for 
within) then muſt I ſhake off the Duſt of 
my Feet, as a Teſtimony againſt thee. Yet 
(whether cho ſ be thou aſſured of this 


(whether thou jvilt hear or forbear) That 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, and 
very nigh unto thee. 5 5 
Hereupon the Soveraign ſaid, I have not 
Faith to believe : and many do run before 
they are ſent. 5 | 
Such, ſaid I, are the Hirelings, who run 
for Gain and Profit; by whom thou and 
others have long been deceived. 3 
do not yet believe, ſaid he, that yoiß 
are a true Meſſenger. | 2 
Thou did'ſt hear, ſaid I, the laſt Eve- 
ning, the Evidence of them that heard me, 
and of their owning my Meſſage; which 
may be looked upon as a Seał of my Mi- 
8 2 


* 
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®  niſtry. But I would have thee Retire with- 
in, and hearken to God's Witneſs in thy 
own Conſcience, and mind the Teſtimony 
thereof, whereby thou may*ſt be fully ſa- 
_ tisfied. And moreover, I am not aſhamed, 
nor afraid to appear, to vindicate my Call 
and Meſlage, through the Help of God, to 
the Faces of any that ſhall oppoſe it, ei- 
ther by Word or Writing (though it be 
any of them, whom thou do'ſt judge true 


** 


Miniſters, and to whom thou payeſt Hire:) | 
that ſo it may be openly manifeſt, who are } 
- ſent of God, and who are ſent by Man. 

1 And (as I told thee before) I came not 0 
bi -hither for either Gold or Silver, or any ( 
= thing ofthis World; nor in my own Will: t 
| dut in Obedience to the Will of my Lord 1 
Jeſus Chriſt; who hath ſaid, It ſhall be a 
more tolerable, in the Day of Judgment, g 
for Sodem and Gomorrah, than for thoſe that * 
= - flight his Servants, and reject their Te- P 
_— — Pay © 

Io this the Soveraign only ſaid, I have | 
not Faith to believe. : F 
Then (with reſpe& to his having asked C: 
my Friend to Promiſe that I ſhould not * 
come thither again) I ſaid to him, I do a 
no let thee know, that I cannot Conſent te 
to any Promiſe, or Engagement concern- at 
ing my Paſſing away, or not Coming again. tc 


— 


Here I am, in the Will of God offered up: 
"if he gives thee Power to detain me, I ſeek 
not my Liberty. | You 
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' You may go about your Buſineſs, replied 
he; I have done with you. 
Then faid I, The Lord God, in whoſe 
hand my Breath is, knows, that I have 
Nothing in my Heart but tender Love to 
thee. And I believe that one Day thou __ 
wilt Repent (I wiſh it be not too late 
firſt) that thou haſt lighted this oppor- 
tunity. 

Thea finding my ſelf pretty Clear of 
him, I left him ; and as I turned from him, 
he ſaid, Pray God bleſs you. 

Being thus ſet at Liberty, I with my 

dear Companion S. B. went the ſame Day 
(being the Seventh Day of the Week, and 
the 21th of the 8th Month 1676.) to Li- = 
merick ; where we tarried the Firſt Day, 
and were at both the Meetings : And- the 
good Preſence and Power of our God was 
with us, to the Refreſhing of us with his 
People; Bleſſed be his holy Name for 
ever. . 
Very loving and tender to us were the 
Friends of this Place, and many of them 
came to viſit us in the Morning at our 
Lodging; where we ſate together a while, 
and had a good time with them: And then 
taking Leave with Prayer, we paſſtd away; 
and ſome of them accompanied us as far as 
to Bire, which was 32 Miles. 5 

There we had a Meeting on the 
Third Day; and on the Fourth Day - 

wen 


r 
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went to Abraham Fullers at Lehinch, and 


were at the Meeting at the Moat of Grange 


on the Fifth Day : and returning back a- 


gain to Lehinch, had a Meeting there on 


the Sixth Day. On the Seventh Day we 
went to Mount-Melech, and were at the 
Meeting there on the Firſt Day ; and paſſed 
thence to John Pim's at Night. And at all 
theſe Meetings, the Lord ſtill continued his 
Love and Goodneſs to us; and wonder- 
fully ſtrengthned, and upheld us by his 
mighty Power: Bleſſed and Praiſed be his 
worthy Name for ever. | 
On the Second Day we went to Ball- 
nal, and viſited the Friends there; and 
- having tarried ſome time with them, we 
went to William Harry's to Lodge. 
On the Third Day (being the 31ſt of 
the 8th Month) we had a Meeting at Kil- 
kenny; where abundance of People came 


in, and the Preſence of the Lord was with 


us : and his Life and Power was over the 
Meeting, to the Convincing of Gainſayers, 
and Refreſhing the Faithful; Praiſes over 
all be to our God for evermore. 

Next Morning we went to John Watſon's, 
where we had a Meeting on the Fifth Day; 
And on the Sixth Day we had a Meeting 
at Carloe. And at both theſe Meetings the 
Lord continued his Love, and tender Mercy 


to us, as at other times; everlaſting Prai- 


fs be returned to him for ever. 0 
. | n 


— 
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'On the Seventh Day, we went to the 
Six Weeks Meeting for the Province of 
Leinſter; which was holden at Caſtle- Der- 
mot, and laſted Two Days; and a very 
good and large Meeting it was. 

On the Second Day, we went to the 
half-Years general Meeting at Dublin, 
which began on the Fourth Day of the 
Week (being the 8th Day of the 9th 
Month) at the Ninth Hour in the Morn- 
ing; and the Meeting for Worſhip conti- 
nued until after the Firſt Hour. About 
an Hour after, Friends met again, in order 
to conſider of the Affairs of the Church: 
But the Power of the Lord brake forth ſo 
mightily amongſt Friends, in many Teſti- 
monies, Prayers and Praiſing the Lord; 
that there was no time to enter upon Bu- 
ſineſs that Day, and ſo the Meeting brake - 
r ext Morning the Meeting began again 
about the Ninth Hour, and continued un- 
til near the Third Hour in the Afternoon, 
and a precious Heavenly time it was: Then 
ad jour ning for an Hour, Friends came toge- 
ther again, to go upon the Buſiueſs of the 
Meeting: But then again the Lord's Power 
mightily appeared, whereby many Mouths 
were opened, to declare of the goodneſs 
of the Lord, and to offer up Prayers and 
Praiſes to him; which took up the time 

9 of” 
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e Festen "Sa n the Le 
of that Day alſo, fo that "oy little could ; 
be done as Touching Bulineſs. 

& But early next Morning, Friends went 
about the Buſineſs of the Meeting; and 
continued at it the greateſt part of that | 
Day, and the next Day alſo. And in . 
much Unity and Harmony, generally, was 
the Buſineſs managed and carried on all | 
che time; only there hapned- ſome dif- 
ference between ſome particular Perſons, 
which occaſioned ſome trouble for a little 
while; but the diligence of Friends was [ 
not wanting, to put an end quickly to it, t 

- Gan. proved ſuccesful therein: And the 0 
Lord's s Preſence was preciouſly enjoyed, | F 
"and his mighty Power was over all; and d 

It 
tl 
b 


Spoke forth through many Veſſels, in Te- 
*=Bimonics, Prayers and Praiſes; So that 
the Buſineſs could not be accompliſhed un- 
2 2 tl the Seventh Day in the Evening. 
Next Day (which was the Firſt Day of w 
\ * Week) there were Two publick — Any H 
4 = 3 BS. ings; which were very large, and laſted ca 
=_ © almoſt all the Day; and a very Heavenly Le 
1 Seaſon it was, all the time that the Friends N. 
A were together, in thoſe Five Days; in 
nuhich time there were Nine Meetings bol - 
den, at the largeſt Meeting-Houſe. And 
the Powerful Preſence of the Lord was 
greatly manifeſted; bleſſed and praiſed, 
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On the Second Day Morning, the Coun- - © {© 
try-Friends began to diſperſe, and depart ' - 
out of the City; but we ſtaid ſome Days 
longer; and in the Afternoon we viſited 
the Women Friends at their Meeting ; 
where we found the good Preſence of the 
| Lord was among them, for the Comforting 


* 
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and Encouraging them in his Work and 1 
. — 8 I 
We went alſo the next Day to the Meng 
| Meeting; where the Lord, in his Good. © 
| neſs to us, did make us ſenſible witneſſes, 1 
| that he is no reſpecter of either Perfons, . {| 
or Sexes; but as Male and Female are j 
„ Faithful, and diligent in their Duty, in 
| | doing the Work and Service he hath cal Q ˙- 
led them unto, in their reſpective places, | BW 
, they are accepted with him, and owned _ MM 
- | _. by him. | | _— 

On the Fourth Day in the Evening, ** 
f we had a little Meeting at a Friends 
- Houſe, where many of the World's People 
d came in, and were very ſober; and the pO 
y Lord's Power was over all; praiſed be his if 
8 Name for ever. 8 r 

Their Weekly Meeting was on the Fiftn BE, 
Day, at which we were: And on the Sixth 
d Day we went to a Meeting, appointed for 
8 us at Chappel- Liard; unto which many 
„ of the World's People came. And there 

alſo our Gracious God, who never faileth 


his, 


5 


1 N 
x 7 
by * * 
l 4 A 

RT . 1 - 

6 hs 
_ 8 ' 
+ 8 

_ A $ 


* 60 


_ 
5 r 


1 
1 
= 4 


1 : 
. - = n * d 


—_— 
© 15 : : * 
I 


* 


_— Es * 
* 2 Fo 2 wan * n 
YA * * 4 2 * N. 
r 
_—_- BRIT - 


240 Remarkoble Paſſages of the Life 
- his, did Anſwer ou 


Ws 
= "1 ">a * 1 * 
2 2 * OS 
* 2 

» 

Mo) * 


* 
* 
N * 
- » 


I. 
7 „ * 
3 
4 . 
N * © — 
3 : L 
VE 
* 8 
* 
5 


8 3 
8 : 
Ke” . : 


. 


our Satisfaction. 


Me ſpent the Seventh Day, in viſiting 
Friends at their Houſes in Dublin. And on 


tlie Firſt Day, there being Three publick 


Meetings in the City, we were at two of 


them, with our dear Friend John Banks 


from England. They were very large and 
precious Meetings, and that which made 


them ſo, was the Lord's refreſhing Pre- 


- ſence, which was ſweetly enjoyed, to the 
ſatisfaction of the Upright-Hearted ; Ever- 
laſting Praiſes be offered up to him for ever 


more. ; 


We went next Day into the Country, 
beyond Edendery, where we had a Meeting 
on the Third Day; to which many tender 
People came in; and the Power of the Lord 


was wonderfully felt over the Meeting, 


- which cauſed a great tenderneſs and open- 
neſs, to the great ſatisfaction of the hun- 
gring Souls; the Lord alone is worthy to 


have all the Glory for evermore. 


— 


Being greatly comfor ted at that Meet- 


ig, and our deſires fully anſwered there, 
wee returned with Joy to Dublin on the 4th 


Day; and were at the Weekly Meeting 


there on the 5th Day. On the Sixth Day, 
we went again to a Meeting at Chappel- Liz- 
ard: And there being no Meeting on the 
Seventh Day, we ſpent. that time in viſiting 
Friends at their own Homes. On 
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on the Firſt D Day we were at Three _ 
Meetings ; where Ino were in the great 
Meeting - Houſe, and were very large, the 
other was in the Evening, and at a private 
Houſe; and at all theſe Meetings, the Lord 
was with us, and both Strengthned and 
Refreſhed us, with his People, in the En- 
joyment of his living Preſence and Power; 
bleſſed. and praiſed be his worthy Name for 
4 4: 1 
On the Second Day we viſited the Wo- .. i 
men Friends of that City, at their Meet = 
ing; and on the Third Day the Men 
Friend at theirs; that we might take a ſo- 
lemn Farewell of them, before we left Fe- 
land; which we purpoſed to do the next 
Day. 
ut in the Morning when we were al. 
moſt ready to depart, many of the Friends- . 
came to our Lodging, with whom we ſpent _ 
ſome time in Prayer to the Lord; and 
then committing them to the Word of. 
his Grace, in great Love and tenderneſs of 
spirit, we took our leave of them; and ll 
ſeveral of them accompanying us to the 7 
Ship, we went on Board, in much clear 2 5 3 
neſs and ſatisfaction, in the fruition of our -- 
Heavenly Father's Love, we left thar N e 
n 2 9 9 
Thus through the Lotd's " ſupportiig. 1 
Power (which, bore up our Spirits, an 2 
ah us dio 12 N Were we exerciſed, 1 
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zs is before expreſt, in the Service of the 


Lord, with all our Might and utmoſt Di- 
ligence; during the time that we were in 
treland, which was Four Months; in which 


time we travelled Nine Hundred and Fifty 


Miles 3 going to and fro, from Meeting to 


\ Meeting in that Nation. And the only 


Aim and End that was ſought by us, in 
this undertaking, was ſingly the Glory of 
God; in doing our Duty, in obedience 


© to his Requirings; for the gathering of 


the ſcattered ones, to Chriſt the great Shep- 


| herd and for the Building up and confirming 
them (in the Faith) that were gathered; 


according to the meaſure of Grace, and 


Ability the Lord was pleaſed to beſtow up- 


+ 


Afternoon, that the Ship, wherein we 


were, ſet Sail; and the Wind being at South 
and Southweſt, and blowing ſtrongly, the 
Veſſel ran ſo ſwiftly, that we got near Ho- 
H. Head before Midnight: But towards Sun- 
. riſing, it grew pretty Calm; and near the 


middle of the Day, the Wind coming 
Eaſterly, and blowing ſifly, the Seamen 
were fain to toyl, and tack about often to 
and fro: Yet, through the mercy of the 


= Lord, we came to an Anchor before Sun 


ſet, and were ſet on Shoar two Miles from 


ging there that Night. 


} 
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About the Second, or Third Hour in the 


Ship; and haviog gotten out Horſes ob, 


fort, and refreſh us, together with his Peo- 


for ever. 


came among us; but all was quiet aud Weil 


Alexander Lawrence's at Night, On the 


and on the Road we fell in company' with - 


N Wwe _ to 7 and having” vi- 
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Next Morning, being the firſt Day * 
the tenth Month, we went back no. of 


we went to Leverpool;, and having ſtaid 
there with Friends a little time, we paſſed 
on, three Miles further, to Henry Buker's 
Houſe, where we. had lodged before we 
went over; and there we tarried the Se- 
venth Day, reſting our ſelyves. 

On the Firſt Day we went to a Meet- 
ing at Leverpool; where our tender God, 
in his wonted kindneſs, did ſweetly com- 


ple; by affording his good Preſence in the 
midſt of us; bleſſed be his worthy Name 


We had alſo a Meeting that Evenings, 1 
at a Friends Houſe without the Town; - | 
where many Baptiſts, and other Prople . 


for the Lord's Power was over all, to Gr 
great comfort and ſatisfation. + © O35... 

On the Second Day, we went to ee 45 5 i ji 
ln eri in Cheſhire, and lodged' at 


Third Day we travelled a BR 1 1 | 


2 Friend! Man, who had us with him + 
his Houſe, three Miles from Seaford Þ- 
where we had a Meeting that Evening, to 
which many of his Neighbours came. Next Y 


ſited 


8 " Reworkable Puſſger if ihe I fe 
ted two Friends that were there in Priſon, 


and called upon Thomas Taylor's Wife and 


Daughter (he himſelf being from home) 


we went on to Bermingham, and had a Meet - 


ing there in the Evcalng ' Thence going 
on the Fifth Day to Warwick, we had a 
Meeting there alſo in the Evening : And 


went next Day to a Monthly-Meeting at 


Lamb-cut in Warwickſhire. In all which 
_Meetings the Lord our God was with us, 
and upheld- us by his mighty Power, and 
. refreſhed us with his living Preſence among 


his People, in all places where we came: 
80 that, to the Praiſe and Glory of his 


great Name, we have good cauſe to ſay, our 
God hath been with us, and hath bleſſed 
us, both in our going Forth, and in our 
returning Home; and all along by his migh- 
ty Power he hath Preſerved us, and ſtrength- 
enech us to do his will. Wherefore in Hu- 
-mility of Heart and Soul, we can ſincerely 
"ay; not unto us, poor weak Worms, not 
unto us; but unto his Powerful Name, be 
all the Glory, Honour, Wiſdom and 
Strength aſcribed and returned, for ever 
and ever more, Amen. 
After 1 had. been ſome time at home, 
the remembrance of Friends of Jreland, 


and of my Travels and Labours amongſt 
them in the Truth, was weighty upon my 


Spirit; and in a ſenſible Feeling of the re- 
Ming; of the Love and Lite of my God, 
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my Heart was overcome, and greatly ten- 


dered towards them: So that I could not 


contain, but was thereby moved, and even 


. conſtrained, to viſit them with an Epiſtle” an | 
in writing; the Copy whereof here: rr? 8 


lows. 
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To. Friends of Truth in hs 0 8 
Wexford, and * in Ireland. 


#& * 
Ae, 


| Dear Frimils, 


Rethren and Siſters, Born of chin . 
, mortal Seed, whereby you become 


«© Heirs of Life and Immortality, and who 


are daily ſtriving to inherit, and poſſeſs 
* that Immortal Life, which, through the 


Spiritual Birth, you have a right unto, 


and intereſt in. The Salutation of my 
dear and unfeigned Love truly reacheth 
* unto you all, in the Innocent Life of tile 
© Lamb, in whoſe Spirit is no guile, having 


©you often i in my Remembrance; and the 


living ſenſe of the bleſſed Preſence of the 

Lord, which in Meetings I with: you. en- 
(joyed, doth often refreſh my Soul? and 

© as the ſame Life ariſes, and is taſted of; 


© and fed upon, then are you often Jay 3 


© me; and tender Breathings ariſe in mefov-- 


een all, as one Man, that as an, 1 
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Hel 
© which we receive from the Lord; and 
"© therein we are an Help, Strength and 


d Remarkable Poſſages of the Life 
Body, you may together be preſerved , „ 


© holding in all things the Head Chriſt Jeſus. 


And that, as Members one of another, 


© you may, in the Spirit and Life of Jeſus, 


obe united one to another, being all bound 


op in one bundle of Life, by the ſwad- 


| ling bond of tender Love, which in all 


Tour Hearts is ſhed abroad by the holy 
Spirit. That a holy care may be i In all 
© for each others good, and welfare in the 
©Truth, even as for his own; having an 
« Inward feeling one of another, that if 


© one Member be hurt, or bruiſed, or comes 


© to ſuffer, all ſuffer with him; and if one 


Member be comforted, all take part of it. 
and fo here, one cannot ſay to another, 


©] have no need of thee: But we are all 
pers one of another, with that Help 


Comfort one to another. Here now is 
© ſeen how pleaſant, ſweet and precious it 


is for Brethren and Siſters (the begotten 


© of one Father, and Born of, and Nurſed 


Aby one Mother) to dwell together in 


heavenly Unity. Oh feel Chriſt our Life 


herein; and feel yaur nearneſs in the ſame 
one unto another! That ſo, the true uni- 


Cry of the right Spirit you all may keep and 
held, which is the living Bond of Peace, 


de chat Soul, whoe ver it be that goes out 


0 * 1 Peace into Trouble. 
* 0 Friend J 


0 Friends! Watch and ſtand upon 
t your Guard; and hold faſt your * 3 
© freſh Zeal for the cauſe of the Lord, and 
© be valiant for his Truth upon Earth. 
And keep out of the falſe Spirit, which 
under a diſguiſe or ſhew-of Truth, waits 
© for an Opportunity to creep in amongſt 
you; for if he prevail in any, he will 
© draw the Mind down, from the Heavealy . 
* habitation in the Light, into the Earth z 8 
© and then Lukewarmneſs, inſtead of Zeal, 
© and. Jealouſies and ſecret Prejudice will 
get in, and the Love which thinks not 
Evil will come to be weakned, and by 
© degrees grow cold-and die: Oh Friends 

'© there is as much need for us to be watch- 

(ful now, as ever there was; for the E- 
enemy is working in the deepeſt deceit, 

and moſt ſecret ſubtilty. He appears: 
© now in his transformed ſhape, like an 

© Angel of Light; and where any are wan- 

© dring in their Minds, or ſcattered in their 

© Imaginations, letting in Earthly deſires, _ 
© they can hardly eſcape his ſnares. For 
© they only, who abide fixed on the Rack 
© ſhall be preſerved; and they are the true 
© Church, which Chriſt is the Builder ofz 

© againſt which the Gates of Hell cannot 

© prevail. And theſe alſo are the very 
Elect, which cannot be deceived. -: + -- - 

| © Therefore, my dear Friends, let ever 

Sone of you be diligent to witneſs your 
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£ BY 248 Remarkable Paſſages of rhe Life 
Calling, and Election to be made ſure 
1 Eunto you; that none of you may be de- 
BH <©ceived, or beguiled by the Subtilty of 
1 the wicked one; and that no Evil, bit- 
ter Root may ſpring up among you, to 
trouble or diſquiet any of you, tending 
to divide, or make you at a diſtance one 
© from another. But keep this evidence 
© every one always in your Hearts, that 
* youare paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe 
© ye love the Brethren. ' | 
And dear Friends, as wiſe Virgins always 
'© wait to feel the Oyl of Life, and be care- 
ful to retain it, in your own Veſſels. 
This will keep the Lamp, which the 
© Lord hath lighted, from going out, and 
give you an entrance into the Marriage- 
© Chamber, to enjoy. the beloved of your 
© Souls. For as ſurely as our heavenly Fa- 
© ther, hath given the Light of the Life of 
© his dear Son, 'for the Salvation of Man- 
© kind, and cauſed it to ſhine in onr Hearts ; 
© fo ſurely doth he require of us all, that we 
* ſhould ſubmit and yield obedience to it, 
and let it ſhine in our Converſations ; 
that we may do the works of it in ſince- 
©Erirty, and Men, who are yet in the 
n © World's Spirit, beholding our good 
works, may be Convinced, and come to 
= - *© Glorify our God, and to Teſtify that he 
© .*< isinusof a Truth. This is more effectual 
than all Words that can be ſpoken : Ten, 
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* it is indeed the Seal of our Miniſtry and 

c 1 an Anſwer of tlie Tae 1 
of our Souls, who have faithfully Labour - 
« ed amongſt you. And ſeeing it is ſo, 3 
© that we are commanded to let our lights 

c ſhine for the good of others, that are 

« without, and not gathered to God; then 
conſider, how much we are eajoyned , 

and in an eſpecial manner commanded to 

© take care of our own Family, even the 

© Houſhold of Faith; that at all times we- 

© watch for the good and benefit one of 


* 9 We” 
4% * IA my" 
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Light of Jeſus, and walk in it; as their 
Minds are exerciſed in his Life and Love, 
« the care of the Churches of Chriſt comes 
© upon them daily, for the good of the 
whole Body; that every Member may: 
© keep his place in the Body, and wait to 
know bis office, even his work and ſen- 

© vice appointed by the Lord. And then, 


das the Eye is kept ſiagle in the Heads, . 


0 Chriſt Jeſus, every one will. be ſervicea-- 


ble in his place; for there are no need- 
| © Jeſs Members in the Body, nor no uſeleſs 
0 veſlels in the Houſe of our God: For . 


M 3 


4 * 250 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 5 
_ © Mercy, that is given up to be uſed by the 
Lord: and in his Uſing, it comes to be 
made a Veſſel of Honour, to the Praiſe 


©yenly Treaſure, which the Lord reveals 
therein. 1 

280 dear Friends, Much might be ſaid 
* as to this Matter, to ſtir you up to Dili- 
© gence, in preſſing forward, towards the 
© mark'of your high Calling in Chriſt je- 


© hort one another daily to Watchfulneſs, 


EStation, and to take heed that there be 
5 gain (for the Lord hath ſaid, He that 
© draws back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in 
bin ) but that all hold faſt the holy Te- 
F Eftimony of Jefus, which you have recei- 


= < Spe» and walk circumſpectly, that our 
holy Profeſſion may be adorned with a 
©holy, harmleſs and unblameable Conver- 
© f{tion. But 1 know there are many faith- 
© ful Brethren, who labour among you; and 
2 quent Teſtimonies you have to this 
purpoſe. . And although you know theſe 


be 11 


== things already, yet 1 have a Senſe, that 
* 22 word of Exhortation will be tenderly 
tedeired by you; as the ſame Love is felt 


*iny u, from whence it doth proceed, al- 
rhough through a weak Inſtrument. 
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©of the Glory and Excellency of the hea- - 


© ſus, which is ſet before you; and toEx- 
© and Faithfulneſs, Each in his Place and 


© not a Drawing back, into the World a- 


ved, and preſs on forward, in the meek 
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© And moreover, this is my Teſtimony, 
1 „That if true Obedience be yielded to the 
_ + inward” Leadings of the Holy Spirit; a 
- + godly Care, and weighty: Concern, for 
the Proſperity of the bleſſed Truth, and 
© the Preſervation of all that are Con- 
© vinced of it, will certainly come upon 
every one, according to his Meaſure. And 
for this bleſſed End is the Uſe and Ser- 
vice of Mens and Womens Meetings, 
© which-in the W iſdom and Power of God, 
have been ſet up, and eſtabliſned amongſt 
you, ſeen to be very proper and neceſ- 
« Gary. Wherefore, having ſuch frequent 
© and: heavenly Opportunities, O be dili- 
gent in the Improving of them, as - 
< ſee the Heavenly Day more and more in- 
G creaſing. And Exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to day; and labour to- 
« ſtir up, and provoke one another ro Lore, 
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So dear Friends, be faithful to the Lord, . 
© and true and honeſt to your own Souls, and 
© one unto another, in keeping diligently - 
to your Meetings; which (as you therein 
faithfully diſcharge your Duty) will con- 
© dnce much to the Honour and Glory of the 
Name of the Lord, and the welfare of all = 
your Souls both here and hereafterAnd df 2 3 

this be aſſured, that where there is à Slatx- " 
 * neſs in any in Coming to Meetings; there 
is firſt a Slackneſs of Spirit in ſuch in O- 


<ivyiog the Lord. N Jean 


* ! 
1 j * - £ 


O - SELL 25 bs * 
; 
* bt a 


| + Love, which thinks not Evil, you-ma7 
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beyond what I can expreſs: and it lay 
upon me to ſend theſe Lines unto you, 


das à Token of that brotherly Love, 
© which lives in my Heart towards all the 


© Flock of my heavenly Father's Fold; 
breathing unto him, who is the God and 


© Keeper of his Spiritual 1/rael, who never 


;* flumbers nor fleeps; but watches Day and 
Night over us all for our good. Oh! 
© the Cries of my Soul in Secret are, that 


the whole Flock and Family may be pre- 


* ferved in Unity; yielding pure Obedi- 
-*:ence unto the heavenly Shepherd: that 


him into the freſh Paſtures: of Life; 
where the Soul's true Satisfaction is en- 
. *< So dear Friends, in all your Meetings 
© wait to feel the Self-denying Life of our 
Lord jeſus: for therein only can you find 
Acceptance with the Lord. And what- 


s ſoever you do for the Lord, or on the 


© bebalf of his Truth, do it in the Name 


- -© of Jeſus, in and by the Leadings of his 
- © meek, patient, and ſelf-denying Spirit. 
7 That ſo nothing may be done among you 
et through Strife, or Vain-glory; but let 


© Humblegeſs of Mind be as a Crown upon 
every one of your Heads; that in the 


. Nod 
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l can truly ſay, my Heart is enlarged 
towards you, in the Love of my God, 


Sthey may always be led and guided by 
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© he willing to ſerve one another daily. 
© For all who will follow the Lord; =" 
bring Honour to his Name, muſt deny 
< themſelves. And fo, in the holy Self- 
© deriying Life of Jeſus, the Meek 1 
of God, do I at this time bid you all 
6 farewell, and therein reſt 


„Tour dear Brother, 
Farringdon, the 20th of 
"tho th Mob 177 1 5 ANSO M. 


Let this be carefully copied « over; and 
communicated among Friends in felard, 
_ in the Wiſdom of God, a Service Is. 
en. 
I ſent this Epiſtle directed to Land: 
Kerly, in the County of Wexford -- from 
whom afterwards I received an Account, 


years Meeting; and from thence diſpe 
among Friends, through that Nation. 


1 hinted ſomething i in P. 14. concerning 
the Spirit of Oppoſition, Diviſion and Se- 
. paration, which had for ſome time wrought 
myſteriouſly, and covertly in ſome, againſt 
| the Truth and faithful Friends thereof. But 

by this time the ſame was grown ſtronger, | 
and wrought more openly, in and through 
thoſe Perſons who firſt appeared for it, in 
our County of _ and elſewhere, at 
| f ca 


that it was read at their following half- 4 = 


a * a 
88 288 * n TA 4 
K +7, P 9 TY "" 
$ 4 FE 4 n N 
= A; e by 
* . OD KY 2 


7 n he » bh 2 2 * * p 1 * * "ON Woe ä 1 2 
** 0 N ä 2 7- q RY 27 6 nM „ * . . 0 ST FR * 
* EI * * x; * % We bh n we FER? 5 4. Ip W 5 * it 2 2 
PG * R 3 a 
n R ; r 2 J 
N — > 7 * , 
oy 


55 Eat 
* * — N. x * p * 
— 5 A. x 4 * , * 7 . — oe 2 * * 9 
—_—.” OG 
* 4H T7 pe __ % 4 
: A 


* - 
* 
* 


| 0 by * L s 2 * In 1 e 
a 8 * N * 
RR . 2 
4. r 8 x8. — c x 
WE I * $- 4 hs 2 
4 \ 3 : F 2 
1 = © Is 
_ - 5 ; . N 
= CT . 4 
4 — * s — 
Y . F ; 4 . my | 15 * ; - = | 8 3 2 my % 
= SR eh FS A ef 0 ” & . 
4 * SW - þ . {4 * 4 . 
Mt * a : 
3 0 * * . 
"es 


? 


I 

bu a 

* 28 
. 
7 


Life 


. bf Heart, upon faithful Friends: amongſt 


F the Lord's Mercy) even in this kind, as 
well as otherwiſe. For when the Paper, at 
&  . the Yearly- Meeting in 1677, was Subſcri- 


of Diviſion, as it had appear'd through John 
Story „ John Wilkinſon and ſome others; I 
being then at the ſaid Vearly- Meeting, and 
having a real Concern upon my Spirit a- 
gainſt that Rending Spirit and it's Abet- 
tors, did, in Unity with my Brethren, Sub- 
ſcribe the ſaid Paper: Which co this day 
FT never had any Reproof from the Lord, 
for; but Juſtification in. But oh! the bit- 
ter Enmity and Oppoſition, in them that 


was fo much the more fierce, and violent 
againſt me in particular; becauſe no other 


band to that Paper. But although they 
= ſtrove to tread me down in their ſpite; 
pet the Lord upheld me, and ſtill preſerved 
4 me by his mighty Power , which he was 
© - _- pleaſed to make known in my great weak- 
I neſs, and he gave me Victory over that 
wicked Spirit, in it's ſtrongeſt Inſtruments; 
'bleſſed and praiſed be the Name of my ten- 
der God, whoſe the Power is, and unto 
aim alone the Glory belongs for evermore, 
A Jer 


A 7 I 
7 ag. . 


cauſed great Grief , Exerciſe and Sadneſs 
whom 1 had a Lot of Suffering (through 


bed by many Friends, againſt this Spirit 


bad joyned with the aforeſaid bad Spirit, 


Friend of our County, beſide me, had his 


— 
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Vet this Exercife, and Suffering from 
falſe Brethren, who had received this Spi- 
rit of Contention, Diviſion and Separation, 
was great, and grievous, and alſo of long 
Continuance, upon faithful Friends of this 
County; the dividing Work being promo- 
ted, and carried on by ſome, who had been 
of ſome Note amongſt Friends there: but 
are ſince gone out, and moſt of them yet con- 
tinue out of the Unity of Chriſt's Church, 
in a Separation; having ſhut up the Meet- _ 
ing- Houſe Doors againſt Friends, who had 
a juſt Right and Property therein. But } 
ſeeing the Works of this wicked Spirit 
are recorded elſewhere, I ſhall not in this 
place inlarge, deſcending further into Par- 
ticulars. Yet in as much as it hath been 
the moſt grievous of Exerciſes, and the har- 
deſt of Trials or Sufferings; I do purpoſe 
(if the Lord give time and ability) to com- 
mit to Writing, for the benefit of Poſte- . _ 
_ rity, ſome remarkable Paſſages, relating to 
my own particular Sufferings in this reſpect, 
according to the Notes I have by me there- 
of. Wherein my chief Aim is, to Com- 
memorate, and Acknowledge the Mercies 
and Goodneſs of my tender God unto me; 
who did ſupport and uphold me in ai * 
Trials and Sufferings, and hath-delivered 
me out of all my Diſtreſſes, and all along 
hath helped, and never failed me: Glory 
and Honour, Thankſgivings and Praiſe be 
rendred 
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©. .xendred unto him over all for evermore, 
- Amen. But at preſent I ſhall go on (as 
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the Lord makes way) to give a further 


Account of what other Sufferings and Ex- 
erciſes did come upon me for the Truth's 
lake, from the Spirit and People of the 
World; which I eſteem more eaſie, and 

. far leſs grievous, than thoſe before - men- 
tioned from falſe Brethren. 


On the 17th Day of the 8th Month 1678. 


One Thomas Blagrave, who was Steward of 
the Court to Sir Robert Pye 
Mannour of Great - Farringdan (where I liv- 
ed) kept a Court-Leet there: and being 
an envious Man againſt Truth and Friends, 

and deſirous to get an Occaſion againſt me, 
he ſent the Bailiff to warn me perempto- 
rily; that nothing muſt ſerve but my Per- 
ſonal Appearance at the Court. I was ſen- 
ſible a Snare was intended; yet I inno- 
cently gave up in my mind, and intended 
to appear: but it pleaſed the Lord to pre- 
vent me, by Indiſpoſition of Body; ſo that 
I found I could not be there. Wherefore, 


, Lord of the 


fearing ſome wrong uſe might be made of 
my Abſence, I wrote a few Lines, and ſent 
them to the Steward, in the time of the 


Court; to ſigaiſie the Cauſe of my not Ap- 
Pearing there: The Copy follows. 
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| fiat mee 


0 V T Hereas I was Summoned to appear 
£ at the Court-Leet, held this Day 


© in this Town; I did intend (by the Lord's 
_ © Permiſſion) to have appeared there ac- 


© cordingly, to offer ſuch Service or Fealty, 


as a Subject to the King, reſiding in this 
„Town, is by the Law obliged to: pro- 
© vided my Duty and Obedience to my Sa- 


© yiour Jeſus Chriſt may not be violated. 
«© But it hath pleaſed the Lord to viſit me 


© with Sickneſs : ſo that I cannot come to 


© attend there, without manifeſt Danger. 
6 Therefore I do herewith ſend a Penny, 
in Acknowledgmeat of my Fealty, deſi- 


ring that, for this time, my Abſence may 
© be excuſed. 


| Farringdon, the 17th of DEA, 0. S:ANSO a 


the 8th Month, 1678, 


\ * 


While I was writing thoſe few Lines it 


was laid weightily upon me, to inſert ſome- 
thing, as a Teſtimony, and Warning to my 


Neighbours, againſt Oaths and Swearing: 
Which I did by the following Poſtſcriph,”. < 


ND you my Neighbours, now af 


ſembled at the Court, it is in my 
«Ba to lay one weighty Matter before 


Jou, in the Fear of God, and ſhall _ 
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Paſſages of the Life 


= __<*it to your ſerious Conſideration 3 not 


knowing, whether I may live to ſee 
this Mortal Life. The Matter, in ſhort, 


* You all profeſs the worthy Name of 
© Chrift, and deſire to be called Chriſtians; 
EF - * and alſo acknowledge the Holy Scriptures 
to be your Rule: wherein is recorded 
that plain and expreſs Command of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to keep to Yea and 
* © Nay, and not to Swear at all. Now if 
© any of you do Swear, or Cauſe others to 


© Swear, and that too even upon that very 


| IF © Book, wherein this Command is written ; 
= _-* This ſeems to me to be as great a Con- 
© tempt of the Son of God, and Trampling 


* contrary to the Scriptures, as poſſibly 
t can be. I beſeech you, Lay it to heart; 
 £ and fear the Lord, in whoſe Hand, your 
= *© Life and Breath is, that you may be pre- 
= = ſerved from this preſumptuous Sin: leſt 
1 27 be found of that Number, who in 
Words profeſs Onriſt; but in Works de- 
<ny him. 1 | . | 
Ns, in the Love of God, is written, 
and ſent, as 4 Warning to you 
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I defire it may be openly read in the 
When the Steward had receiy'd this Let 
ter, he did not read it openly in the Court z 
But (as I was informed ) muttered ſome | 
threatning Words; as, That he would be 
even with me, when time ſhould ſerve ; or 
to that Effect. However at that time, by 
reaſon (as I ſuppoſe) of my preſent Sick- 


neſs, I was Excuſed from Serving the High- 2 

Conſtable's Office (which I underſtood was | 

deſigned to be laid upon me) and another 

Man was appointed to ſerve it. But when 

he came to be diſcharged, two Years after F 
(which is the uſual time of Serving) and a # 
new Choice was made at the Court. Leet. 


holden on the 25th of the 8th Month 16803 -- Ml 
I was nominated for one of the Four, which ' = 
are cuſtomarily preſented to the Lord of Ml 
the Mannour (called Sir Robert Pye) who M 
doth uſually appoint which Two of the 
Four, whoſe Names are given in to him, 
ſhall ſerve the ſaid Office of Chief Conſta» © Ml 
ble, and the other two are excuſed, © - - i 
The Court was adjourned from the 25th - 2} 
of the 8th Month to the 2d of the th 

Month following; at Which 1 was ſum- 

moned to appear, to take the ſaid Office 
upon me. This brought an Exerciſe upon 
me: and in that Exerciſe, I was preſſed ian 
Spirit to write to the Lord of the Man- 
nour (who was alſo a Juſtice ane en m_ 
ads . which 
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the Day before the Court Was held. - And 
Sag it was 


„ Juſtice Pye, N 
N the Fear of God, and with due Re- 
ard to thee, as a Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
© authorized to do Juſtice, I do write theſe 
© following Lines, as an Addreſs unto thee, c 
[4 
* 


© in relation to my being choſen Conſtable 
for the Hundred; hoping to find ſuch < 
© Chriſtian Tenderneſs, and Moderation in 0 
© thee, as both to Peruſe, and alſo to Vouch- c 
N afe! a favourable Anſwer to my Requeſt c 
herein ſiguified. | 
As touching this Office of Conſtable- "0 
hip, it will (I conceive) if duly perform- } <] 
eee, as it ought to be, require much Time f 
1 and Expence. Therefore it is uſual con- (F 
E © ferred upon Perſons of conſiderable. E- IF 
© ſtates ; whereby they are enabled to ſpend t 
© their Time, and to defray the — of 41 
_ - the ſaid Office. But as for me, I have 4 
tb but little; ſo little, that at my Coming | 
= * *tofthis Town (which was but a few Years 
E” -* ſince} it is well known, I was conſtrained 
E. 4. to bring Sureties to be bound that I ſhould 
8. not be chargeable to the Pariſh ; and my 
d ® Sureties ſtand engaged, for ought I know, 
Sto this Day. And moreover, I inhabit 
© but as a Sojourner, from Year to Year, 
in a Houſe of but Thros MY Rent; 
e | ent; 
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T OLIVER-SANSOM; 2867 
© Rent; and have not one Foot of Land, 
© that I can call my own. Truly, Lam. 

© perſwaded , that hardly any Man of fo 
© mean and ſmall an Eſtate, did ever beat 
© that Office; and for that reaſon, L de: | 

<fire to be Excuſed. _ 
But if I may not be Excuſed; then this 
© I requeſt of thee; To admit me to take 
© the ſaid Office, and perform it, without 
© having an Oath impoſed : and I ſhall en- 
© deavour, through the Lord's Aſſiſtance, 
© to perform my Duty faithfully therein, 
f to the beſt of my knowledge 3 as well as 
any that will Swear. 

© If it be objected, That an Oath muſt 
© he taken in ſuch. Caſes, becauſe it is an 
© Engagement the Law requires for the Per- 
© formance of that Office : I anſwer, That 
6 * ſolemn Promiſe, under Hand and Seal, 
upon the ſame Penalty, in caſe of Default, 
© that is due to ſuch as Break their Oaths, 

© is full as binding, as an Oath can be; — Þ 
© alſo-as Effectual, in all reſpects, to e 
and anſwer the End and Intent of that 
© Oath. + And this I offer, if it may be ac- 
cepted, viz. That I will ſolemnly Pro- 
miſe, through the Lord's Aſſi "wg tru- 
©ly to do and perform the ſaid Office, ac- 
cording to the beſt of my Knowledge 
Land Underſtanding; keeping my Conſci- 
* ence clear in the ſight of God. And if I 
. Deas this my Sole Engagement, then 
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= : Hand and Seal, 
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"Ren Shale ihr, Fi the 7 
6 1 double 
£ me, that by Law is due to a perjur'd Perſon. 
This I am content to give under my 


That it is not in Contempt of Authority, 
that I refuſe to take this Oath ; neither 
© out of Wilfulneſs, or Obſtinacy : but truly 


© and ſincerely in Obedience to Chriſt Jeſus, 


© who commanded, ſaying, Swear not at all. 
© This is recorded in the Holy Scriptures 
* without me: And this alſo the Spirit of 


© Chriſt bears witneſs to, confirming the 


© ſame, within me. Therefore I cannot, | 
© dare not Swear in any Caſe at all, what- 
© ſoever I ſuffer therefore. 

- © In ſhort, this is the ſumme of what 1 


+ > © deſire, and requeſt of thee at this time; 


Either to Excuſe me from the Office of 
© Conftableſhip, for the Reaſon firſt ren- 
«© gred : Or elſe, if that may not be grant- 


, to admit me to do it without Swear- 
A ing, upon the Engagement before offered; 


which is equivalent 7p, if not more bind 
ins than an Oath..- © * 

And laftly, If none of this will fatis- 
©fie, which I have here propoſed ; 

© muſt notwithſtanding be Fined, and have 

* my Goods taken away : then unto the 


Lord do I commit my innocent Cauſe, 
© who will plead it with thee. And how- 


1 ever, This „ in thy own Con- 


c ſcience, 


the Pudiſhment be inflicted on 


And the Lord God, who 


but I- 
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* and alone for keeping Chriſt's Command, _ 


the ſame, he will take it as done unto 
c and deſiring the Lord to incline thy Heart 


Love to the Lord * S by N 
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Potters i 


a Kelehet will ſtand on my behalf; 1 K. 85 
is not Chor refuſing the. Office, that I ſhall 

* ſuffer : nor yet for refuſing to give an 
Engagement for the Performance of it, 
© as fully obliging as an Oath; but only _— 


* in refuſing to Swear. . And if I ſuffer in 
© this Caſe, it is on his behalf, for my Obe- 
© ience to him; and ſo for his fake. And 
believe, that what is done to me for 


© himſelf ; and in the Day of Account will 
* reward accordingly. So leaving what is = 
© here offered to thy ſerious Conſideration, _.. 7 


eto Juſtice and Mercy, that of the Lord 
thou may'ſt find Mercy: I am a Compa- 
nion to them, who deſire to manifeſt their 


* his Commands, 


Wan, OLIVE R r SANSOMy, | .3 


POSTSCRIPT. _—_— 

FF thou pleaſe to admit me to ſervein - 
the ſaid Office upon the Terms afore- 

: F. I doubt not but by Practice to make «i 
* it appear; That a Man may be no leſs * 
© Loyal to the King, nor leſs Uſeful and = 
c Oh ects to his Country, for I — 
8 1 
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64 Remarkable Paſſages of the Tiff 
A © to Swear. For to all thoſe who know 
=  < Chriſt, the Truth, in their inward parts, 
Aland are led by him into oak bing both | 5 

| Words and Actions, the Occaſion of Oaths 

© is taken away. e 
Em : 6 O. S. m 


* 
o 
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able 


— 
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S * 


be next Day after the foregoing Letter 
was delivered, the Court was kept again 
(as it had been, by Adjournment, before 
appointed; ) and I, according to Summons, 
appearing there, the Steward (Thomas Bla- dei 
grave) having firſt commanded the Bailiff I jj; 
do take off my Hat, ſpake to me to this | pe, 
= Purpoſe. Youare Elected, by the Jury, to 
de one of the Conſtables for the Hun- rite 
dred; and the Lord of the Mannour hath inſt 
allowed of it: And now, ſeeing there is I Tit 
no avoiding of it, Pray lay your Hand on tor 
the Book, and take your Oath. on] 
I anſwered, For as much as I ſee it is in Goc 
=_ rain for me to plead to be excuſed from and 
the Office; whick with good reaſon might Cot 
de done: I do now only Conſcienciouſly ling 
© plead to be excuſed from taking the Oath; J And 
-  - and therefore I do hergoffer an engagement, 6 
for my faithful Performance of the Office. w. 
Which is, to give my ſolemn Promiſe in 
Writing, under my Hand and Seal, upon 
= - double the Penalty of Perjury, in caſe of 
; Default: And having it ready Written, J Th 
I did deliver it to him, But he * befor 
a ie TR 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 26 3 
much, and cited Scripture, and with, ma- 6 
> | ny Words argued for the Lawfulneſs of 
| | Swearing. To which Lanſwered him ful- 
y; proving plaialy by the Scriptures, that 
Chriſt had put an end to all Swearing, a- 
mong Chriſtians, and had expreſly forbid- 
den it to all his followers. But when he 
r i faw,. that my Words gained upon the Au- 
a ditory, and that he was not able to with - 
© | ſtand. the Power by which l ſpake; he then 
„ left off diſputing, and fell to ſcoffing and 
- deriding at the Paper which I had tendred 
ff him; ſeeking by ſuch Carriage to draw the 
is People into Ligbtneſ e. 
At length (being an-obdurate, . bad-{pi- Ml 
1- I rited Man) he Fined me Five Pounds; ane - 
h inſtantly ſent Officers (viz. John Garter, 
'S  Tithingman, and William Tombes , Bailiff 
n to my. Houſe, without any Warrant, fave 
only his verbal Command, to Diſtrein my 
in Goods for the ſaid Eine: which they did, 
m and took away Seven Ends of whitened 
bt | Cotton-Fuſtian, well worth Eighteen Shil- 
lings an End; which came to J. 06.06 oo 
h; And one Piece of Dowlaſs, e 
it, with other Linnen Cloth, > 03.17. 08 -—_ 
ce. | which Coſt me — — / 
in „ 
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Door, and there leave it. 

did write, and got my Letter delivered to 
dim, as he fat at Dinner, on the 4th of the 
FSPth Month, 1680. But when he underſtood 


"That Letter, havin 
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: "My arent Weikred, and valued at 


about Nine Pounds; and I, being preſent, 


Urew an Account how,and wherefore thoſe 


Goods were taken from me: and four of 
the Jury-men then preſent did ſet their 


Hands to it; namely, James Mills, Thomas 
Ti "albott, Richard Steed and William Denman. 


And in as much as thoſe Goods were thus 


taken away from me, for a Fine pretended 
to be due to the Lord of the Mannour ; on 


that Conſideration, it came upon me to 


write once more to him about it, and to 


lay the Weight of my Sufferings at his 
Accordingly I 


It came from me, he would not open it; 
but ſent it back to my Houſe by one of his 
Servants, with this Meſſage, That he could 
not relieve me, unleſs I would leave the 


Town. 
g lain by me ever 


ſince, I think meet to inſert here, believing 
that, although it was rejected by him, 
yet, if ever it come to publick View, it 
may be of Service to ſome hereafter, It 


was thus; . 


S —_” 
Wrote a Letter a few Days ſi ite, and 
ſent i it to thee as an Addreſs, to Ex. 


cuſe 755 
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© me, as touching Swearing ; that an Oath 
© might not be impoſed, but that my Yea, 
© or ſolemn . Promiſe and Engagement un- 
© der Hand and Seal, upon double the Pe- 


© nalty of Perjury, might be taken; where-. 
© by the End of the Oath might have been 
{fully Anwered, and the Juſtice and Righ- 

* teouſneſs of the Law in that Caſe fulfilled. 


+] therein fignified alſo the only Ground, 


and Reaſon wherefore I could not take 
an Oath in any Caſe; and thus laid my 
* innocent Cauſe before thee, and left it to 
thy Conſideration : hoping that, ſince 
power was in thy Hands, thou might 
have prevented that Suffering. which ſince 


is unjuſtly inflicted upon me, for no other 
© Cauſe but my Obedience to Chriſt, and 
t keeping his Command, 
* Swear. But when I came to the Court, 


and. offered to take the ſaid Office upon 


© me; tendefing the Engagement aforeſaid 


ijnſtead of the Oath; the Steward did even . 55 


deride and ſcoff, and impoſed a Fine upon 


eme of Five Pounds: for which he ſent il 
immediately to my Houſe, and took away _ +7 

"20 much. of my Goods, as is worth more 
ud N than 


e cuſe me from the Conſtables Office (which LE 
thought was unequally impoſed;) urg- 
ing a valuable Reaſon, which was the 
*'$mallneſs of my Eſtate: Or elſe, if thou 
© would*ſt not Excuſe me from the Office, 
then did requeſt of thee to diſpenſe \ with 


in refuſing to 


PR 


2686 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life © 
| than Ten Pounds. Conſider of it, whe. 
2 * _ this be not great Injuſtice and Cry- 
q 5 . * D ry. | 

F © Now I do not write this, as if the 
5 _ © Loſs of my Goods were Matter of Grief 
1 to me, or as being burdened with, and 
< weary of my Suffering : No, no; it is 
cCcaauſe of Joy to me, that he who com- 
= © manded not to Swear at all, hath count- 
dd me worthy to ſaffer for keeping his 
= Commands: for he himſelf is with me, 
=  - and gives me Faith and Patience, and up- 
_ * holds me by his heavenly Power, to bear 
=—  * witneſs for him; who is the Truth in the 
_ *< inward Parts, and leads into all Truth 
=_— © thoſe that obey him. So that (through 
© the Goodneſs of the Lord) ſome can ſay 
in this Day, as was ſaid formerly, That 
the Sufferings of this preſent time are not 
© worthy to be compared to the Glory that 

© is revealing. in us. 
© But the Cauſe and End of this my writing 
to thee, and my Intent and Purpoſe therein 
C (in the Love of Chriſt -Jeſus, who teaches 
to love Enemies) is, That as the Weight 
* and Guilt of my preſent Suffering, doth 
(as I ſhall prove) lie upon thy Account: 
« thau may ſt be concerned to ſeek to have 
it removed, that it may not remain and 
= © reſt upon thee. - For it was openly faid 
lin the Court, that the Jury nominated 
8 Four for the oforeſaid Office; * 
x TTY | . our 


= 7 - 9 


1 


4 


oFOLIVER SAN SOM. 285 


out of them, thou did'ſt chooſe Two, 
that ſhould ſtand. So that it appears, it 
ewas in thy Power to Excuſe me, as well 
eas to chooſe me : or to diſpenſe with me 
© as to Swearing (ſince thou kneweſt I could 
© not Swear) upon the Engagement ten- 


«tdered. Wherefore I have Cauſe to Con- 


© clude, that the whole weight of the Guilt 7. 
« of my Suffering will lie at thy Door; be- 

© cauſe it was done by thy Conſent and 
© Allowance. : And moreover I am told, 


© That my Goods, thus taken away, are 


© for thy uſe and behoof : And therefore 
© unleſs thou doſt haſten, to ſhake thy hands 
from this Gain of Oppreſſion, it will be 


© chargeable upon thee, when thou ſhalt + 


come to appear before him, who com- 
©manded, No t to Swear at all: Who is my 
Leader, and muſt be thy judge, from 
© whom there will be no Appeal; and all 


that! are Cruel and hard-hearted to his 


© Followers, may read their Doom, in 
Matt. 25. 31. if they Repent not in time. 
Which I earneſtly deſire thou may'ſt do, 
* before thę. Door of Mercy be ſhut, and 
that Decree' ſealed againſt thee, viz. He 
© that i Unjuſt, let him be Unjuſt ſtill. 


Oh! I beſeech thee to Conſider, he-, Y | 


little time (in the ordinary Courſe of Na- 


ture) thou haſt to live; having already- - _ 
"attained to a pretty full Age: and hearken 


not. to the time-ſerving Beebe who. 
| N 3 ; * Preach 
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20 Neher kahl» Paſſuges of the Life 
ach for Hire, and divine for Money; 


ſerving their own Bellies, and diſhonour. E 
©'ing the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, whoſaid, Swear ; 


* * ** * 2 3 
N Yew vp 
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« 


not at all. Theſe Men- pleaſers will infi- 7d 
© nuate, that he meant not as he ſpake; . 


© and fo would make the Lord like unto 
© themſelves, who ſay one thing, and mean ; 
another. But all their Daubing will in : 
© the End prove to be but with untem- I 
© pered Mortar, and as Rottenneſs unto all | 
© that believe them,and depend upon them. Th 
© But my Chriſtian deſire to thee, in ten- 7 
der Love, is, to turn in thy Mind to the 
Light of Chriſt in thy own Conſcience 
© (which is Truth, and no Lye) which will 
© ſpeak the ſame in thee now (if thou 
© would'ſt heed it) as is recorded in the 
© Scripture, that thou may*ſt underſtand 
© without an invented Meaning) that Chriſt 
© did really forbid all kind of Swearing, 
© when he ſaid, Swear not at all. Some 
© may go about to put a falſe Gloſs upon 
© it, pretending that he only forbad Vain 
© Oaths, in ordinary Communication; but | *. 
I fay, Vain Oaths were forbidden by the 
« Third Commandment; &c. So that Chriſt || O 
_ .©£ aw it not needful to forbid only what be 
© was forbidden before. But it was that J. 
__ _ © folemn Swearing, allowed under the Law, 
that Chriſt here mentioned, and put an he 
©End to; placing Yea and Nay in the 
I ſtead of it, whereby the — 
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aof the Law might be fulfilled ; ſo that the 


© word of a true Believer in Chriſt is of as 
© much weight, as the ſolema Oath of them 
© under the Law. The true Chriſtian's Vea 
© muſt be Yea, and their Nay muſt be Nay ; 
© or elſe they will fall into nes : 


© 2nd whatſoever is more cometh of Evil. 


so to the Lord I leave thee, and deſiring 
© him to give thee an Uncerſtanding, by 
* his divine Inſpiration ; remain 


h of th 
7 gs = A Friend to thy Soul, and 4 


Vi neſs for the Truth, 


OLIVER SANSOM. | 


It may be marvelled by ſome, why this 
Man appeared ſo implacable againſt me in 


this Matter; ſeeing he was well known in 


the Country, of late Years eſpecially, to 

be, in the general, againſt Perſecution for 
Religious Diſſent, and was himſelf indeed 
reputed a Diſſenter. But he ſeemed to have 
a particular Prejudice againſt me : though 


I can truly ſay, I never gave him any juſt 
Occaſion. Yet I am ſenſible, he took Oc- 


caſion to be. offended with me, about a 
Year before this Suffering came upon me: 


and as far as I can guels it aroſe from 


hence. 


There was a Friend i in na ante. 5 
great Sufferings, for Refuſing to pay Tithes 
p 2 to | 


1 f 
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Propristor, and uſed extream Rigour and 
Severity towards the ſaid Friend. And I, 
in tenderneſs, ſympathizing with the Suffe. 
rer, was moved to write a Letter to the 
ſaid Robert Pye, in true love to perſwade 


= ia Cruelty and Spoil, againſt the ſaid ſuffer- 
; . ing Friend. In which Letter 1 alledged 
3 ſeveral Reaſons, to provoke him to Ten- 
deerneſs: and alſo ſhewed the bad Conſe- 
-Hueaces of ſuch Rigour ; and what Reward 
ia the End muſt be expected for it. I hinted 
=_— alſo ſomething, touching the rotten Root 
vc Tithes here in England: and how a Con- 
= Icieatious Concern is upon many in this 
Goſpel- Day, to bear their Chriſtian-Te- 
ny againſt the impoſed Payment of 
=" Mm. 
i This Letter (which I forbear to inſert 
| BW ; at length here, ſeeing it did not concern 
my own perſonal Suffering) I mention, only 
to ſhew how this great Man was offended 
„ - - att. © For having read part of it, he gave 
it to his Chaplain, and ordered him to tell 


* 
. I _ [ 
_ % "Tp 
SY 
Ls _ 
TY 


_— 
C3 

1 A 
ST 

_— 


N 
8 bt 
* T * 9 
Mx WA 


trouble my ſelf, nor him; in writing any 
further about it: for {ecing he had begun 
= 5 his Proſecution-(of th Mid Friend) he was 

2 reſolved to go on; and he (the Friend) 
_ ould have but WAGES the Low: would allow 
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- to the faid Sir Robert Pye, who was an Im- 


him to deſiſt from proceeding any further, 


"me; That he was ſatisfied in his Conſcience - 
in what he did; and would not have me 


. 2 5 him. | 


by A 
, * nn > 


* "I by 
LON” * * ä 
A * ES * , 
£4 4% - 


5 of OLIVER SANSOM.- 273 
bim. It is Probable he might think, that 
the ſaid ſuffering Friend might receive En- 
couragement from me, to ſtand faithful in 
his Teſtimony againſt Tithes ; and not to 
bow, for all that he could do unto him for 
the. ſame : and thereupon he (as I ſuppoſe) 
conceived ſuch Indignation againſt me, that 
he became thereby hardened againſt all that 
I wrote to him afterwards : and alſo the 
more willingly took that Opportunity WW - 
inflict on me the Suffering before mention- 
ed, for my not taking the Conſtable's Oath. 
However it was, he from that time carried 
himſelf ever after (though friendly to o- 
thers, yet) unkind to me, and as an Ene- 
my; as I ſhall have Occaſi ion further to 
obſer ve hereafter. E 
Mean while, that I may relate my 
Exerciſes in order of time as they fell, 
| muſt acquaint the Reader, That in the : 
Second and Third Month, 1682. Our 
Friends of Abington being diſturbed in their —_—_— 
Meetings there; I found my felf con- 
cerned then, as at other times, to take 
part with God's ſuffering People: and as 
| did believe it to be my Duty, | went to 
their Meeting at Abington divers times; 
and was haled about, and brought before © 
the Mayor with other Friends. And for Sa 
the firſt time I was fined Twenty Pounds; bo 
and again, for the ſecond Offence (as they - 2 
8885 FR) I was ined 208 Tea And. 
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all that IT deſired, in point of Favour, of b 
the Mayor and his Company, when I was P 
before them, was only this; that. none of ſ 
my Friends might ſuffer for me, or have 
Ady part of my Fines impoſed on any of 1 
them: for I did aſſure them, that the Lord 
Dad bleſſed me with Plenty, and I had ſufi- | Þ 
cient of this World, to ſuffer thoſe Fines, tl 
= _ and more. I alſo wrote a Letter, and ſent 
mit to the then Mayor, to warn him (as it 
= —= aroſe in my Heart, in the Love of God,) 
= - to forbear any further Perſecuting the In- 
= nocent. And he was reſtrained, by an In- £* 
- viſible Power, from making any Diſtreſs 
for the aforeſaid Fines : And ſeeing by that 1 ®! 
= - means it was ſo ordered, that no further 
=  _ Suffering followed thereupon, I ſhall for- 
dear inſerting the before-mentioned Let- 
E. ---.", ter, or enlarging any further concerning 
that Matter in this place: but ſhall pro- (v 
ceceed to give an Account of. ſome greater 
= ' Sufferings; which thus aroſe. 
There was one Euſtace Hardwick of 5 Os 
er z In Berkſhire, who (by Marriage 
had a pretty conſiderable Eſtate, of ſome 5. 
Hundreds by the Year : but was an ill- | © 
= * : diſpoſed, lewd, wicked Man. He (as was = 
reported) had miſ-behaved himſelf, and I © 
EET abuſed the faid Sir Robert Pye and one Tho- a 
m Fitiplace, both Juſtices of the Peace: 
for which it was ſaid ſome Endeavours were 
uled to apprehend him, that he might be 
_— „„ brought 
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provoked Hardwick, that he, in Revenge, 
ſought Occaſton againſt theſe two Juſtices, 


to get them out of Commiſſion ; eſpecially | 


Juſtice Pye , whom he thought he might 


the more eaſily prevail againſt, becauſe of 
his Moderation to Diſſenters. Wherefore, 
the better to compaſs his End, he (being 


an Enemy to all Good) put himſelf into- 
the vile Imployment of an Informer, and 
on the Fourth Day of the Firſt Month 


168+, He with his Man-Servant (one Ro- 
ger Wait) came to our Meeting at Farring=- 


ton, and happened to come in when I was 


vpon my Knees, making Supplication to 


* 


the Lord. When I had done, he com- 


manded his Man to ſtay there, to watch 


me, until he came again (fearing belike) 
that I would ſlip away, and hide my felf 
(which, if he had known our Principle, 
and me, he needed not have done.) Then 


went he to the ſaid Juſtice, to inform a- 
gainſt our Meeting; and in the mean while 


we had a very good time: for the Lord's 


opening, tendering Power was over all; 


and the Serving- man, who was left to watch 


me, was ſo far reached, that he afterwards 
acknowledged what he did againſt us, was 

againſt his own Mind, and that he would- 
never be ſo concerned any more. 


After ſome time, the ſaid Informer Harl. 3 
- Dick returned to our Meeting; and brought 


with 
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3 him the Conſtable, Tithingman, and 
other Officers: whom he charged to take 
our. Names, and do their Office. But they, 
being moderate, and as yet not accuſtomed 
to ſuch Work, did not make haſt to obey 
him: but diſcourſed with him, and went 
forth and tarried about the Door, until we 
- ourſelves broke up our Meeting „ the uſual 
time being come. 

While this Delay was, the aid Hard- 
wk. and his Man, ſlunk away from the 
- Officers, and taking Horſe got Tho out of 
Town. But the Officers, fearing ſome Suf- 
- feriog, or at leaſt ſome Blame, would be 
laid upon them, if they ſhould let us all 
took me and one Friend more, and had 
us before the ſaid Juſtice Pye. He asked me, 
"Hl was at the Meeting? I anſwered, that [ 
had done no Evil and had nought to ac- 
cuſe my ſelf of: and deſired, if any had 
ought againſt me, they might appear to 


# my Face. But he ſpake very roughly to 


me, and ſeemed to be very full of Fury, 
and Bitterneſs againſt me (though he ſpake 
Fal to the other Friend:) and in Con- 
„Hoon he fined me Twenty Pounds for 
= ſpeaking in the Meeting. I told him, I 
Aid look upon it to be very hard Meaſure 
t be Fined, when no Evidence appeared 
againſt me. He thereupon asked the Offi- 
cers, where the Informers were? And they 
"i W * were e out of Town: 
| 2 <- Wk 


bam (which was four Mi 


you let them go ? 

However, he cauſed his Clerk to write 
a Warrant, and he ſealed it, to levy Twen- 
ty Pounds upon my : and then ſent 
one of his Men away pt ently to Shreven- 
off) to fetch 
the Informers again, to give their Evi- 


dence againſt me; after he had ſet a Fine 


upon me, and granted a Warrant to levy 
it upon my Goods. 
Then did he fall very fouly on me, be- 


fore the Officers, and many others 3 bit- 


terly Reviling me, and charging me that 1 
deluded People, to give away their Eſtates. 
at their Deaths, to enrich our Church, like” 
the Papiſts: and Upbraidingly faid, 'You 
muſt take upon you to Counſel Men to 
my their Wills to Ruin their own Chil 
ren 
I knew rot in the leaſt what he mens 


| and fo II told him: and deſired. him to let 
me know wherein I had done amiſs: But 


he would take no notice of what J ſaid; 


but in a furious, wrathful frame, ran on 
Railing againſt me, till he had wearied 
himſelf, and then he withdrew into anos © - 

ther Room: whereupon the Company df. 
perſed, and I went Home. 


+ © 


In the Evening the Informers came, and 


the Officers had me up again to the juſtice : 
| Wu, But the ** were Jer back; A 
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at which he was angry, and ſaid, Why did 
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Jaſtice pr 
to diſarm Hardwick. Whereupon they forth- 
with took from him his Sword, and two 


Oaths azainſt me; till the Juſtice threat- 


- ned them that he would ſend them to Jayl 

if they refuſed: and then they did take 
their Oaths, that they heard me Speak in 
r 


When they had given their Evidence, the 
eſently commanded the Officers 


Pocket · Piſtols, which, upon ſearch, they 


found about him: and then took him into 


Cuſtody, for ſome Miſdemeanours by him 


before committed. The ſame Evening came 


over the other Juſtice , Thomas Fettiplace ; 
and Robert 


Pye and he together made a 
Mittimus for Hardwick, and early next 


Morning ſent him away Priſoner to the 
Common · Goal at Reading: But he was ſoon 
© at Liberty again. For the Aſſize began 
there the ſame Day, and Hardwick ſerved 


on the Grand jury. For at that time there 


were ſome at Court, that greatly favour- 
ed him; with whom he fo wrought, that 


within ſome ſhort time, both thoſe Juſti- 


ces, Pye and Fettipiace, who had Committed 
bim, were put out of the Commiſſion for 


the Peace. 1 | 
But I could not be ſatisfied to lie under 


the Reproach which Juſtice Pye had caſt 
pon me. - Wherefore I waited next Day 
EF to ſpeak with him, when he rode abroad 


(as 
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ward, and ſeemed unwilling to take their 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 
(as his Cuſtom was) to take the Air: and 
I did ſpeak with him, firſt about my pre- 
ſent Exerciſe. He asked me what I would 
do about the Fine: for (ſaid he) they will 
Levy Twenty Pounds upon your Goods, 
if you have ſo much. I anſwered, I bleſs 
God 1 have ſo much; and it is no Grief 
to me to ſuffer the Loſs of it for ſo good 
a Cauſe. But this is more cauſe of Grief 
and Trouble to me, ſaid I, That thou 
ſhould*ſt be ſo Angry with me, and render 
me ſuch a great Evil Doer: and yet not 
let me know wherein I have offended, or 
who have been wronged by me, or through 
my means. ; 
Then, ſpeaking pretty mildly , he told -- 
me, There were Complaints made concern- 
ing one Bartholomew Malam's Will: that I 
had adviſed him to ſettle his Eſtate, for 
the Enriching our Church, and wrongiug 
his own Children. 


Will diſpoſed to his own Children, and 
Children's INe 
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ſed by them, and none other. And that”. -* 
whoever had informed him otherwiſe, had. Bi 


abuſed him with a ſlanderous, lying Story: 


Wherefore I deſired him to tell me, who | | 


had informed him of this Matter? But he 


would not tell me; only ſaid, That the - if 


Complaint came ſirſt from one Stephen Barly, 
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I told him it was al. 
together falſe : for I could prove that the Ml 
ſaid Bartholomew Malam's Eſtate was by bis i 


Children; and was now poſſe il 
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a Au Lone to the ſaid Bartholomew A- 


lam. Then I intreated him to grant me 


5 1 


& It is 
E. - Goods, I am willing to AED: the Reader 
=. this ore Account. 1 5 


his Warrant (for he was yet in the Com- 


miſſion) to cauſe the ſaid Stephe 


appear before him; that, if he could, he 


might make Proof to my Face wherein I 
had wrenged him, or any other: or elſe 
to make me Satisfaction for Slandering me. 
But he would not grant me his Warrant ; 


but rode away, and left me. 
* About a Week after this (viz. on the 


8th of the Firſt Month 1684.) the Officers 


of Barrington came to my Houſe to make 
E Diſtreſs for the aforeſaid Fine of Twenty 
Pounds. They that came were Thomas But- 


ler Conſtable, Thomas Reznolds Tithingman, 
John Eamundſon and Francis Trinder, called 
Church-watdegs, and Hatton Green Over- 
ſeer of the: Theſe being there alto- 


© gether, dilkreined, took and carried away 
bf Linnen-Cloth, Serge, and other Mercery 


Goods, and ſeveral Books of mine, as much 


= as was worth in the whole Twenty one 
Pounds Thirteen Shillings Six-pence; as the 


Goods were then meaſured and valued by 


= themſelves, anda particular Account there- 


of taken in Writing : whereof they left a 


3 Copy with me. Which Account I think 


not meg to inſert here at large; becauſe 


large: but of the Diſpoſal of the 


n Barly to 
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OLIVER SAN SOM. 287 
The Goods were carried to the Conſta- 
ble's Houſe, and there (not Sold, but) kept 
for about Four Vears: and then, ſoon after 
K. James his Declaration for Liberty came 
forth, they were reſtored to me again, with- 
out my either asking for, or ſeeking after 
them. Some Damage there was by the 
Moth in the Serge, and what elſe was made 
of Wooll; and the Books (which were car-_ 
ried to the Tithingman's Houſe) were ſome 
of them loſt, and never reſtored again, by 
reaſon the Man himſelf was taken away by 
Death. . | NE as 
Thus was the Lord pleaſed to order 
things, by his Divine Wiſdom ; that after 
I had freely given up my Goods, and had - ü 
parted with them for Four Years, he cau Ml 
ſed them to be returned to me again: ſo Mi 
that ſurely I may ſay, The Lord is worthy 
to be truſted in; and to be praiſed, and 
magnified over all, for ever and vert. 
That Slanderous Report, which proceed 
dd firſt from Stephen Barly, and with which = 
Juſtice Pye was ſo ſtrongly poſleſſed; name- 2 
ly, That I did Adviſe Barthol. Malm to 
make his Will ſo, as to deprive his own = 
Children, to enrich our Church. This falſe 
Charge, I fay, and the Exerciſe which it 
brought on me (leſt not only, but Truth 1} | 
and Friends ſhould ſuffer Reproach'By-it) i 
remained with fo _ weight upon me, 
that I found my ſelf concerned to do my 
SIS | „ 
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cency and Clearneſs to the ſaid Robert Pye - 


that if it were poſſible, he might be made 


fo ſenſible of it, that the Prejudice he had 
conceived might be removed out of his 


Mind; and inſtead thereof, he might come 


to have a better Opinion both of me, and 


of the Truth which I profeſs. 

_  . Wherefore, to effect this, I ſought for, 
and did with ſome difficulty obtain ſeve- 

ral Opportunities to ſpeak with him, when 
he rode abroad. For I had no other way 


to get Acceſs to him ; for he would take 
no notice of my Letters: and in his own 


Houſe I could not be admitted to him; ſo 


that I'was fain to wait for him on the 
High-Ways, as he once a Day went forth 
to air himſelf; having uſually two Servants 
attending him on Horſeback. And truly, 
it was a* pretty great Croſs to me, thus to 
force my ſelf into the Company of a Perſon 
ſo much above me; and who I knew had no 


. Favour for me: Yet through the Strength 
which the Lord gave me, and the Inno- 


cency of my Cauſe, I was emboldened to 
ſpeak freely to him, and plead with him 


again and again, about the Matter whereof . 

I was accuſed. And ſometimes he would 

_ ſeem pretty low and tender; ſo that the 

more | had to do with him, the more Love 

had to him: But this Diſadvantage I was 

under, That when at any time I was got 
: | 44 Into 
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F OLIVER SANSOM. 283 
, Into a ſober Diſcourſe with him, and my, 
Words ſeemed to take ſome hold of him; 
he being on Horſeback, would ride away 
from me, and I being on Foot, could. not 
keep up with him, to clear my ſelf of what 
| I had in my Mind to fay unto him. 
| To help my ſelf in this kind, I once took -* 
my Horſe with me, and ſo Way-laying him 
(as it were) on Horſeback, I rode along 
with him, by his Side, for (I think) two 
Miles and upwards; and then ſpake my 
Mind freely to him: and he ſeemed to re- 
ſent it well, for the preſent. But when 
he came again into the Company of ſome, 
who were envious againſt Truth, theß 
would make him as bad as he was before. 
Which I obſerving, and thinking that 
my own Plea, on my own behalf and in my 
_ own Cauſe, might not be ſo taking, and 
prevalent with him, as the Teſtimony of k 
others: I therefore wrote to the Scrivener, ® - Ml 
that made B. Malam's Will, and to anon if 
ther Friend, William Hitchcock of Marlbo- 
rough, who had been moſt intimate with 
him all along for about 20 Years; defiring 
them to Certifile what they knew, con- 
cerning this Matter. They did both Cer- 
tifie ſeverally: and the Copy of their re- 
ſpective Certificates follow. 1 
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| T* 18 may Certifie all People whom it may 
Concern, That I have been concerned in 
Tranſeribing all the Wills and Deeds that Bar- 
tholomew Malam made, for the Settlement of 

bis Eſtate, ever ſince the Tear 1670, and had 
the Advice of ſeveral learned Men in the 
Law; as, Sir Bulſtrode Whitlock, William 

| Tarrant, Joha Foſter of Marlborough, and 
others. And he was never fully ſatisfied in 
bis Mind concerning any Will he made (which 
were ſeveral) till the laſt Will. Though in all 

- bis ſeveral Wills which I have made, and one 
Will made before by Thomas Neat of Chip- 
penham, # the Tear 1664. he ave the very 
43 b - fdf- ſame Legacy to Stephen Barly*s Wiſe, as 
A he gave in bis laſt Will: and but very little 

* Mlteration to any of bis other Children. In all 
which Wills and Settlements, Inever in the leaſt 


74 


lomew Malam, or any way concerned any o- 
F . Raw, but that bis Name was mentioned as 
n Overſeer, among others. And as far as 1 
"know, when Barthol. Malam made bis Laſt 
Wil "and Teftament, Oliver Sanſom was at 


ds 12 11 


Rarly, g inſt the ſaid Oliver Sanſom, appears 
Both Falſe and Malicious. In Teſtimony where- 


have been both an wa and * to theſe 
5 
8 we id. of John Richardſon, 


18 e The 


- Inew Oliver Sanſom adviſe the ſaid Bartho- 


London. S that the Charge of the ſaid Stephen 


"of, I have hereunto ſubſcribed my Name, who | 
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Barly's Wifes Portion. For there was not any 


bim, why he gave Stephen Barly's Wife no 


| but never knew bins in the leaſt concern bimſalf 
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"The Emtiicate _ inen bal, 
was thus worded. 


H Is 1 can alſo Certifie, That 1 have had 
| Knowledge of Bartholomew Malam's, 
Mind. inthe 3 of his Eſtate from time 
to time for near 20 Tears; and have ſeen all 
his ſeveral Wills and Deeds of Settlement: and 
they Were all one and the ſame, as to Stephen 0-4 


Will or Deed of Settlement made by him for ſa 
many Tears paſt, but aſter the rough Draught 
was made, and before it was engroſs'd, he would 
either call John Richardſon to my Houſe, and 
read it in my Hearing; or call me ta his Houſe, 
to hear it read there. And this I can truly 
further ſay, That I have reaſoned the Caſe with 


more : and he replied, That he had given ber 
a good Portion already, and more he did ac. 
count he had done for Stephen Barly ; and he "2 
having no Child, had no need of it; or Words . | 
to that purpoſe. For I know, and can further 
Certifie, That Barthol. Malam was 4 reſolved 
Man, and did always diſpoſe of his Eſtate, ac 

cording to his own Mind and Mill; without © 
any Man's Advice whatſoever, unleſs fon the - 
ſecuring it by Law. And as concerning Oli- 
ver Sanſom, I have known him many Tears, 
and have been intimately acquainted with him; 
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id ' 286 '- Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
1 any way to Adviſe Barthol. Malam, as to the 

diſpoſing of his Eftatt + And this I have endea- 

= * goured (as I baue bad opportunity) to ſatisfic 
= Stephen Barly in; but bis Malice is ſo great, 

tber the naked Truth can take no place in his 

Heart. I am ſorry for it: The Lord forgive 
um, for wronging an Innocent Man. So for 

bt ſake, and the clearing f Oliver San- 
= "ſom, I could do no leſs than thus to certiſie; 

= *' in Teſtimony whereof, I have berennto ſubſcri- 

wo bog te William Hitchcock. 
Wen Kober Pye had received the before 

ritten Certificates, the Anſwer he gave al 
- __forandWilam Hitchcock) are both of your ac 
don Company ; and | will no more believe B. 
EF - them, than you. This ſhewed him to be H 
= -implacable:: Wherefore contenting my || of 
— elf that my Innocency was known to the th 
Lord, and that I had done enough to ſatis- ha 
ie any reaſonable Man; I determined to co 
forbear ſeeking him any further in this or 
3 -Caſe, or uſing any more endeavours about an 
it. But one Wilkam Brice (who was Chap- Wa 
Mig to the ſaid Nobert Pye, and to whom 1 (w 
bad ſometimes ſpoken touching that mat- ſpe 
ter) perceiving how fruitleſs my endea- wa 
= wours had hitherto been, and being ſome- dri 
b bat touched (as I ſuppoſe) with wh. 
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it in writing by me to Sir Reher er. 


thoughts of ſtirring any further in this 


Friend with me, and went; and with much 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. 287 
of my Innocency, and hoping to ſatisfie his 
Maſter thereof alſo, wrote to one Oliver  M 
Curr of Auburn, deſiring him to go along ü 
with me to the ſaid Stephen Barly's Houſe at - Ml 
Baydon; and to hear his charge againſt me, 
and my Anſwer, when we were Face tu 
Face, and to make _— of the ſtate f 
the Caſe, as he underſtood it, and toſend 
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Now though I had given over the 


Buſineſs; yet leſt the Chaplain ſhould mi- 
ſtake it for a Token of Guilt in me, if'l re- 
fuſed, or was backward to go with his Letter 
to his Friend Curr, and fo to Stephen Barly 
about it, I took the Letter, and another 


ado prevailed with Curr to go with us to 
Barly's Houſe. Where after about Wo 
Hours diſcourſe on that ſubject, no ſhadow-_. -. . ll 
of proof could be produced of any thing Mi 
that had been ſuggeſted , concerning m 
having had any hand, or being any way 
concerned about making B. Malam's Will, 
or ſetling his Eſtate. But Stephen Barly was 
angry, and fierce againſt me, becauſe 1 
was aſſiſtant to Barthol. Malam's Daughter 
(whom he had made his Executrix) in the 
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3 1 did earneſtly intreat him, yet he would 
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Ef apparent, that the ſaid Robert 
8 web. © ſwayed and byaſſed by, ſome, of thoſe 
Peo 


Diſcourſe 


* ? 4 „ . 


not be 
with ſaying, That in a ſhort time he in- 


tended to go to Sir Robert Pye's, and certifie 
bim, by word of Mouth, of the true State 
of the Caſe. But whether he ever did ſo, 

or no; I know not: for he ſeemed plainly 
to be one that had rather carry a Charge, 


or Accuſation againſt the Quakers, than any 
thing in. favour of them. And it was very 
Pye was ver 


called Presbyteriamt; of whom he 
had one (and him none of the leaſt, or leaſt 


85 Miſchievous among them) at his Elbow. 
For Benjamin Woodbridg e (with whom [| 


had former ly had to do „ on 
Truth's Account, in the Year 1673.), was 


gat this. time at Hide and Seek, for fear of 


Suffering; and having left his great Flock 


at Newbery 
could, 
der the Wings of this great Man; and 
took Sanctuary, for a long time, in his Houſe 
at Farrington. And I remember I once in 
told Robert Pye, that I was jea- 


lous Benjamin Woodbridge had incenſed him 
againſt me; which I had the more reaſon 
40. , e there had been a Con- 


troyerlic 


Bot when all was done, this Oliver Curr 
| —_— to give his Report ia Writing, as 
was by the Chaplain deſired; and although 


perſwaded to do it: but put it by, 


, to ſhift for themſelves as they 
he was fled to ſhelter himſelf un- 
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OLIVER SANSOM:.. 29. 
troverſie formerly between him and me: © 
and I kaew him to be no Friend to bw 
nor to the Truth which J profeſs. £ 
which words, Robert Pye was much — 3 
and angrily told me, I was not worthy to 
3 him, or to name him. Whereby 
may be gueſſed what an high Eſteem he 
had of him. But this Juſtice Pye being by 
this time no Juſtice (for Hardwick, the In- 
former, had gotten him ſtruck out of the 
Commiſſion :) I had no more to do with 
him for a long time. 5 
Yet was I not free from Exereitls and 
sufferings for the Teſtimony of a Good. 
Conſcience. For it being a Stormy Day,' 
and a Time of hot Perſecution; and that ü 
ſame Hardwick, not finding the Trade of 
an Informer agreeable to himſelf to carry 3A 
[| JN on, had ſubſtituted (or at leaſt Encouraged} 
n | two ſorry Fellows in his ſtead, whereby I, 
as and many other Friends, became great 
of || Sufferers , for keeping up our Religiouy: * - a 
k Meetings at Farringdor. Wy 
y || Of theſe two new Informers, one was 2 
n- named Thomas Welman, a broken Carrier; — 
1d and the other, Angel Smith, a wicked, rk þ 1 
ſe Fellow, both of Farringdon. Theſe two. 
in being put on and animated by the ſaid In- -— 
a- former Hardwick, took upon them to be l- 
im I formers againſt us at arringdon „ for out. ü 
on peaceable Meeting together to Worſhip tlje 
n- Lord. And when they ar ſet up the - © 
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do repent, 
in their wicked Work* certainly aſſaring 
them, that the juſt-God beheld them in 


them, 
Houſe, on 


Ton- Hall in Newbery, 
Quarter - Sc ſſions was Sitting there, on the 
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. they were not ſo hardy as to be 


ſeen at our Meetings; but taking up their 


Standing in an Houſe at a diſtance, and 
Il Jooking out at a Window, they took their 
. Obſervations, as Friends 


paſſed from the 
Meeting ; whereby they miſtook them- 
ſelves, and gave falſe Informations ; and 
by their falſe Swearing procured Fines to 


be levied on One that was not at the 
Meeting. Wherenpon two Appeals were 


Entred ; and if Juſtice could have been had, 
they might have been brought to the Pil. 


: ' lJory., as by Law they deſerved. But of 


that, more hereafter. 

Now in the Senſe and Conſideration of 
theſe Evil Mens wicked Deſigns, and of 
the ſad Recompence they muſt expect from 
the Lord in the End, if they perſiſted in 


their bad Work; I was moved to go to 


them, in the Love of God, to warn them 


and deſiſt from proceeding on 


all their Deſigns, and 'would in very Deed 
bring them to judgment, and give them 
aReward according to their Works; This, 
with more to the ſame purpoſe, I | pake to 
both together at Tho. Wel man's 
the 23d of the 7th Month, 1683. 


And not t long after, ſeeing them in the 
while the Court of 
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WY OLIVER SANSOM. . 25 A 
| 2d of the 8th Month following; aud . 1 
ſerving that they ſtood lurking behind, 6 
waiting to do ſome Miſchief; I went o 
them again, and tenderly adviſed them, 
and warned them to forbear going on with © 3 
their bad Deſigns againſt their innocent 
Neighbours. For they might aſſure them- 
ſelves they could not proſper , neither 
would their Expectations be anſwered ; ande no 
if they did get our Goods, it would be bur 4 | 
little Benefit to them : for thereby the 
would the ſooner be brought to Begg er, 
Fand even procure hatred againſt theme 2 | 

ſelves. _—_— 
f One of them (to wit, Smith) anſwered, . 
f Y If they did loſe the Love of their B 
m * they ſhould gain the Love of others. 
n Hereupon I reaſoned a little with them, 
asking them, Why they did oppoſe us, and 5 1 
m Covet our Goods? W hat harm had we dene 
ul them? And directing my Speech particu- 
8 larly to Welmarn, who had been a Carrier, 
in Ifaid, I have formerly imployed thee: Bid. - 
TI ever do thee any Wrong? Did I not pay 
m iſ thee the full of thy Demands? What em 
do'ſt thou know by me? He had not 4 
„word to ſay; yet he, as well as the other, 
'5 | ſeemed much hardened: and it grieved me 
„ | to behold that no Tenderneſs at all did 
of pear in them. 
4 Then I asked them, what forthe Buſts. 
. neſs they had at the Court there? ſeeing 
__ O2 no 
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no more at preſent was like to be done 
about the Appeals; : which were entred but 
that Day. 

- Smith laid, We have to inform againſt 
Fou, for being at the Meeting laſt Sunday, 

and Sunday was Seven- night. I replied, [ 

= hope to live to go to Meetings, when you 
may not dare to ſhew your Heads, 

. Then they threatned to inform, againſt 
3 me for thoſe words; and they were as good 
dls their word: for the next Day towards 
E the Cloſe of the Seſſions, they did inform 
tze Court, that I had ſpoken Treaſonable 
Words. And truly, their Information was 
/ readily received ; it being the time when 
 Jnformers were rampant,and the moderate 
ſtices gone off the Bench. The Clerk, 
ing à very wicked Man, drew an Order 


of Seſſions (ſigned by himſelf) to appre- 
hend me, and carry me before ſome Ju- 
| Nice of the Peace: Whereupon, on the 
oth of the 8th Month, J was had before 
 JHumphry Hide ; where the Informers alſo 
E 


red, and ſwore againſt me, That I 
aid I would Meet and Preach, when they 
ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew their Faces. 
When the Juſtice heard the Words, he 
aid, The Order mentions Treaſonable 


= Words : but for my part I fee little in 
them. But yet, for 7 of the Informers, 
9 be engaged me upon a Recognizance, to 
E 5 at che next Wen 5 : 
_—= 24 | Now 
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Now it is to be noted, that the Clerk of 
the Peace, whoſe Name was William Grove, 
had agreed with the Informers, that he 
would fruſtrate our Appeals, upon Con- 
dition that he ſhould have all that could 
be recovered upon the Appellants for him- 
ſelf. Therefore he, with the Informers, 
did what in them lay to get me into Pri- 


ſon; leſt, if 1 was at Liberty, I ſhould 


proſecute the Appeals ſo effectually, as to 
bring the Informers to the Pillory. IS: 
On the 15th of the 11th Month 1683. 
the Quarter-Seſſions being holden at Read- 
ing, and I called in Court, I appeared; 
and the Informers ſwore again againſt. me,, 


That I ſaid, I would Preach in Meetings, 


when they ſhould not be able to come at 
me: adding more words, very falſely, and 


ſo confuſedly, that the Bench of Juſtices: FR: | 43 


ſeemed aſhamed to take notice of it, ſo 
much as to Examine me one word about | 


it. But ſome, that were Envious , made i 
mention of tendering the Oath of All-. 
giance to me: to which another, more 
moderate, anſwered, W hat ſhall we ken 
der him the Oath for? We know they wil! 


not. Swear. So a Diviſion was between | 
the Juſtices on the Bench about it. . 
Then one charles Parret (or Perrot) ſtood: 
up, and ſaid of me, He is a dangerous: 
Perſon 3 one that goes about the Convery: - | 
OY and diſperſes Quakers Books: 
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E Then two ot 
John Wightwick and ' Anthony 
very fiercely againſt me to the ſame Effect. 
Whereupon a Lawyer ſtood up (without 
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poſe.) 


Craven, ſpake 


being deſired by me, only I had ſpoken to 
him to carry on our Appeals.) And he told 
them, They ought not to tender me the 
Oath by Law. Upon that theStatute-Book 
was fearched ; and a great Buſtle they made 
for a while: till at length, the Perſecuting 
Party prevailing, Anthony Craven and John 


Hightwick went off the Bench, to the o- 
ther End of the Hall, ordering me to be 
brought after them, that they might ten- 

me the Oath therme. 
Being brought thither before them, I 
aid, I know your Minds, that you would 
put me in Priſon : and you had as good 
ſead me thither preſently ; and not trou- la 
ble pour ſelves about the Oath, which is 
bdut only to Cover your Deſignss. 
II bey turned the Statute-Book to and a- 
2.iuia a pretty time, to find the Oath; but 
0 . could not find it. Then they called for a 
—— Clerk; anda Young Man coming, a Bai- 
=  liff that ſtood by ſaid, Here is a Clerk 
come now: but they were buſy, fum- 
dling in the Book, to find the Oath; that 
l 1 


they 


Co | 3 
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= for ( faid he) he ſent two Books, and a 

Letter to me; he is not fit to be ſuffered 
- . (added he, with words to the fame pur- 


her of the Juſtices, namely, | 


88 


les 


in 


fle 


me 
it 


me 


Ih OLI VER, SAN SOM. "Io. — 
they did not heed him. I ſeeing the Clerk | 
' ſtand waiting, ſaid to him, Art thou come 
to make a Mittimus, to ſend an Innocent 


Man to Priſon? He hearing that, ſlipt a- 
way: and when they called fog-him after - 


wards, he was not to be found. 
5 So theſe two juſtices (ſo called) conti: 3 
nued tumbling the Leaves of the Statute- 


) Book to and fro a conſiderable time, til! 
| | they were weary; and with all their Wif- . © A 
> dom they could not find the Oath : for 
the Lord had confounded them in this 
2 their envious Deſign. Then they called Y 
7 : Counſellor Dolby to them, and he came and 
1 found the Oath for them preſently. Where- 
=} upon, calling for a Bible, they proceeded _ 
e to tender me the Oath, as followeth. 7» 
— Firſt Juſtice Craven asked me, Will yon 
take the Oath of Allegiance? 1 anſwer-. . i 
ed, I do practice Allegiance; I need not 
Come, ſaid he, Pull off your Glove, and _ 
2 Jay your right Hand on the Book. I pul-. 
is led off both my Gloves, and took hold of 
the Book with both my Hands, to look _-: 
in it: at which Craven ſeemed Angry, and 
| fiercely plucked it away from me. Where. 
upon 1 ſaid to him, If thou wilt not let 
me have it, that I may fee; what Boo 5 
it is, thou may ſt keep it to thy ſelf. f 
Then he offered it me again; "bidding = 
me das my. Hand on it. I laid boch ay M8 
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1 Hands on it, and plucked it away from 
him: and opening it, ſaid, I fee it is a 
Bible; and here, in this Book, is that Com- 
mand of Chriſt written, which exprelly 
- forbids allySwearing : Now Anſwer me 
(id I) is this Book to be believed, and 
ST what is written therein to be obſerved, 
* or not! ? 
— At that Juſtice Craven was very angry; 
and catched at the Book, to get it from 
me again: but I held it out of his reach. 
Then he asked me again, Will you take 
the Oath of Allegiance? I anſwered, I have 


praiſed Allegiance all my Life. Come, 


faid Craven, . A after me; and began to 
read the Oath: but I faid nothing, Which 
- he obſerving, begun again, and read the 
= Oath through: I ſtanding by the while, 
with the Bible in my Hand, but ſaying 
nothing. Whereupon he ſaid, Will you 
| 3 take the Oath, or not? 
8 I then, holding up the Bible in my Hand, 
"Kid: Chriſt Jeſus commands, Not to Swear 
at all. Here it is written in this Book; 


% * 5 
7 25 
o 
- 


= that it is my Duty to obey him: And 
= | now you command me to Swear. What 
= / ſhall Ido in this Caſe? Shall J obey Chriſt, 
5 „ and the Scriptures? or muſt I obey you, 

4 contrary to both? What will on adviſe 
me to do herein ? 


5 This 


and his Spirit in my Heart confirms to me, 
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_ Wightwick) are bound to take it. 


Well! you have refuſed it: vn. will not e 
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if OLIVER SANS ap 1 
This put Craven to a ſtand:. Wheteupon' | | A 1 4 
che other Juſtice, Jobn Wightwick, putting 
in, ſaid, We adviſe you to take the; Oath. " 
What! ſaid I, to break the Command of 
Chriſt ? All the King's Subjects (replied: - * 7 


Before-I could Anſwer, Craven inter- 
poſed , and prevented me, by ſayings: 


take it. „ | 1 
I am a Chriſtian, replied I: 1 am willing —_ 
to obey Chriſt. 8 F A 
Thea ſaid Juſtice Craven to a Bailiff that 
ſtood by, Take him away; and have him 1 
to the Jaylor, and bid him take Care of 
him: and let him come to me in the Eve» * # 
ning, and he ſhall have a Alittimus, Ac. 
cordingly the Jaylor having ſecured me, ix 
119 for a Mittimus; and had it in theſo. 
words: . 1 


ber ks 11. To 1 Keeper of His Majeſty" 8 
Goal for the County of Berks. 64". i 


ME s E are in His Majeſty s Name to 23 
Require you, to take into your Cuſtody» . 

the Body of Oliver Sanſom of Farringdog,. - = 
for ra de refuſed. to take the Oath of Alle- 2 I 
iance to His Majeſty. being lawfu tendr el 
ut; and him Safely keep , il be. ſhall 14 
delivered by due Corſe F Law. Hereof n 
are not to fail. Given under our Hands and; © 
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Þ | 3 | Seals this 1 5th Day of January, in the 35th 
3 . f His Majeſty's Reign, Annoq, Dom. 
= Anthony Craven. 


—_ John Wightwick. 


— 


- Now, being fix'd in Priſon, that I might 
not oſecute the A als before · men · 
tioned, which were to be Tried that Seſ- 
3 ſion; I think fit to give a brief Account, 
do that Matter was managed. 


. — - 
1 


1˖x mentioned before, that a Couple of 
led, idle Fellows ( viz. Tho. Welman and 
| 3 I Angel Smith) took upon them to be Infor- 


mers, againſt their innocent Neighbours at 
| Farringdon Theſe giving their Informa- 
tions at Random, informed againſt a Meet- 
ing for a Preacher unknown; though in 
= very Deed there was not any one that Day, 
. who either preached or prayed, but was 
both well kaown, and Fined alſo, upon 

} ** their Information. Beſides this, they ſwore 
= againſt another Friend, for being preſent 
= Bo at that Meeting, who Was not there; but 

c could prove, by many Witneſſes, that he 
was cl{ewhere: and upon their Informa- 


SE tion, this Friend who was not at the 


- Meeting, had part of the Fine of 20 /. laid 
vpon him, for the pretended Unknown 

- Preacher. : 

1 1 Thus theſe vile Informers, Havios ſo 

, ly forſworn eee that their er- 


r 
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jury was apparent to the People; two of _ 

. the Perſons, who were thus illegally fined 
for the unknown Preacher whom the In- 
formers had feigned, and had had their 
Goods taken away for it ( whereof one 
was not at the Meeting that Day) looked 
upon themſelves. as obliged. to uſe their 

— Endeavours, to detect the Villany of the | 


* 
2 


- | Tnformers, that they might not go on ian 

5 their Wickedneſs, but be brought to due 
Puniſhment. 

f Accordingly they entred their Appeals, 2 

d and at the next Seſſion they entred their 8 


- | Traverſe, and at the foſſowing Seſſion, i 
it holden at Reading, on the. kth and 16th  _Þ 
1 Days of the 11th Month 1683. they came 


t- on to Trial, in this manner. 

in ] Firſt, a Jury was returned by the Sheriff, 

Y, of honeſt, ſubſtantial, indifferent Men. But — 
as when theſe were brought to tbe Bar, 8 
Mn that the Court ſaw what Men they were, 


re they would not ſuffer them to be Imp au- 
nt nelled : but illegally-put them by, teſt they =. 
ut ſhould do the Quakers Juſtice. _ - " "A 
he Then preſently was another Jury pick d | 
a- up, moſt of them being byaſſed Men, pro- 
he I feſs'd Enemies to the. People called . 
id lers, and the Foreman, one who, a little 
vn time before, for Lucre's ſake, had bought 
ſome Goods that were taken away from 
ſo | ſome of the People, called Quakers, upon 
r- the Convettticle-AQ : which made it rea 
ſonable 


| Remarheble + Bs of 1 1 Life 


200 


' ſonable to ſuppoſe, that Intereſt would 


by aſs him, to promote the Informers wick- 


cd Practices, that he might get the larger 


Penyworths by them. 

This partial Jury was Impannelled, and 
the Evidence on both Sides heard; where- 
in three Subſtantial Witneſſes appearing 


for the Appellants, proved upon Oath that 

one of the Appellants (whom the Infor- 

mers had Sworn was at that Meeting) was 

not there, but was at another Place,remote 
from thence, all that Day. 


Now though theſe three Witneſſes did 


5 overthrow the Informer's Evidence, 
and made it manifeſt that they had Sworn 


falſly againſt. that Appellant_: yet this 


. wretched Jury, going together to conſult 


a-little, quickly returned ; and like Men 
that did not regard, either Equity, Juſtice, 
or the Oath they had taken, gave in their 


Verdict againſt the Appellants, and for the 


Informers. 
Oh! 'Tis fad to conſider, that ever Men 


mould be ſo void of the Fear of God, and 

af regard to their own Souls; that to pro- 
tect ſuch vile Informers, and encourage 
them in their Villanies, and ſave them from 


the Puniſhment due to Perjury, they would 
not ſtick to come under the Guilt and Pe- 


nalty of Perjury themſelves : for which 
their abominable Wickedneſs, they have 


wa * — 


09 deſeryed to have their Names and 
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Memorial expoſed to perpetual Infamy; and 


ta the Deteſtation and Abhorrence of all 


good Men, in all ſucceeding Generations. 
Which that they may not miſs of, I here 
ſet down their Names, as they ſtood upon 
the Pannel : One of whom (namely, Robert 
Southby) in a ſhort time after, Judas-like, 

| hanged himſelf. 1 RR 2 


The Names of the r 


William Reeves, of Burfield. * 
Jobn Keat, of Hagborn. 
Geo. Neat, of Hagborn. 
John Haines, of Bradfield. 
John Knap, of Cloyten. 3 
Robert Southby, of Bourt on. 


William Curtis, alias Knight, of Tilehurſt, © 


Nicolas Prince, of Mortimer. > 
Thomas Lovegrove, of Tilehurſt. . 2 


Nicholas Green, of Chadleworth. 
William Carter, of Tilehurſt. . ER 
Wiliam Hatrill, of Reading. 1 


But although this Jury brought in the 


Verdict as aforeſaid, many of the juſtices, de 
being ſenſible of the Wrong done, refuſed 1 


to give Judgment at that time: but ſu- 
ſpending Judgment till the next Seſſion, 


ordered the Appellant's Counſel to draw. - - } 


up in writing their Exceptions againſt te 
Convictions, and deliver them to Serjeant. / 


\ 
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F Hhſt Day of the Term at London. And at 
the next Quarter-Seflions holden at New- 
|  Gbery on the gth and 10th Days of the 
2d Month, 1684. when this Matter was 
again moved by the Appellant's Counſel, 


_ Faſtices, that were Lawyers, confeſſed that 
the Exceptions were good. Vet when after 
, ſome time of Debate. upon it, they put. it 

to the Vote; the greater Number of the 
-— Juſtices, being blinded with Enmity againſt 
EF the Ouakers, gave it for the Informers, and 
EF. allotted them Twenty Pounds Coſt: where- 
upon William Grove, the corrupt Clerk of 
E the Peace (who had beforehand made a 
Bargain with the Informers, that if he 
could get the Cauſe carried for them a- 
EF  gainſt the Appellants, he ſhould have the 
Coſts that ſhould be given, for himſelf ) 


ada Shop-Gobds and Houſhold-Goods, 

to the value of One and Twenty Pounds 
for but one half of the ſaid Twenty Pounds 
given for Coſts. And thus was the Say- 


E That Judgment is turned quite backward, 
& - and Juſtice ſtandsafar off: Truth is fallen 
in the Streets, and Equity cannot enter, 
Mientiag betag made before, in P. 201. 
I manifeſted 
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= Holt; which was accordingly done, on the 


aud the Exceptions to the Convictions 
7 leaded and argued, in the Court; the 


fetched away from Edward Loc ey of Far- 


3 ing of the Prophet fulfilled in our Day, 


F 
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that Charles Parrett ( called a Juſtice ) had 
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manifeſted much Envy, in ſeeking to have 
the Oath tender'd to me, to deprive me 


of; my Liberty ; and among other Paved — 


ſions alledging, That I had ſent him two 
Books and a Letter: 1 think fit here (ſince 
I could not ſo well doit there) to give the 
Reader briefly an account of the Occaſion, 
which led me to write to him; which! was 
thus. 

le had dealt very hardly with our 
Friend, that lived near him, belonging to 


upon me to ſeek to moderate him, ſent 
him two little Books, whereof One was 
entituled, A Diſſwaſive from Perſecution 3 5 


The Other, Chriſtian Religious Meetings vin. ; 8 
dicated. Theſe Books I incloſed in a Sheet 


of Paper, and wrote therein as as: 5 


uſtice Parrett, 


| 2 an Underſtanding of ſome ia _ 
rigorous Proceedings againſt ſome - ® 


| | of thy 150 Neighbours, and the King's 


peaceable Subjects, called Quakers, living 


© in and about Appleton, by Warrants from 


© thee, for only the Exerciſes of their ten- 


der Conſciences, in ſincerity towards God, 
in Matters purely Spiritual, concerning 


© Faith and Worſhip, relating to his Kings | 
© dom. Wherefore in Love and Chriſtian 


© Reſpett to thee,and on the behalf of them 


_ 18 oy n in 1 preſent | to 9 3 = | 


Appleron-Mecting : and I having a Concern 


1 
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A: View two little Books; z- hoping to find 
0 that Nobility and Moderation in thee as 
to beſtow. a ſerious and candid Peęruſal of 


© them. - And ſo at preſent I do leave them 


©*to thy Chriſtian Conſideration z deſiring 
© the Lord to incline thy Heart to Juſtice, 
© Mercy and Truth: that thou may'lt ve 


© happy eternally. Tam, 


4 Friend to has that. fone Right 


meln; the it of | 


the 5th Month (call'd o. SANSOM. 


 Auguf}) 1683. 


This Letter I ſent by the Poſt :- but could 
not underſtand that he had received it, un- 
tit he, above five Months after, ſpake of 
it bimſelf in the opeñ Seſſions; and then 
charged it as a Crime upon me. 

But to proceed. While I was now in 
Priſon, theſe two wicked Informers. (Tho. 
Welman and Angel Smith) having before 
Sworn againſt me for having been at many 
| cured Warrants from Hum- 
 -pbry Hyde (called a Juſtice) to levy above 
an Hundred Pounds on my Goods. And 
theſe Warrants ging all in the hands of 

one Thomas Reynolds (the Officer, who then 


E - ſwayed all the e ef he made no Diſtreſs 
= fo long as | was at Liberty: but ſtill made 
W- - Excuſes to ſave himſelf, But when 1 was 
1 in n, and wirhin one Month after my 
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Commitment, he came to my Houſe, ha- + ' -.3 
ving only the ſaid two Informers with him 
. to aſſiſt him; and ſeized and carried away. "WM 
all my Shop Goods, as Linnen Cloath, - M 
Fuſtians, Tapes, Fillettings, Laces ang "WM 
Thread, (even all they could light on) 
with Braſs, Pewter, and ſome other 
Houſhold Goods (only when they were 
carrying it all away, he threw back a ſmall = 
Braſs Kettle, ſaying he would leave that I 
to boyl the Childrens Milk in; for I had” © > "i 
then two Children in my Family, whereof © MK 
one was a Relations Daughter, and the | 
other an Orphan, that was left to my care, . 
as her Guardian.) 3 . 
Beſides theſe Goods, they took alſo out 
of my Stable, a Mare that was not mine, 
but borrowed of a Friend ; and with her 
my Bridle and Saddle. And though the 
Friend, who was the owner of the Mare, 
endeavoured what he could to recover 
his Mare again; yet he could not: For - ü 
no Juſtice could then be had; Oppreſſion , - = 
and Cruelty was the Portion of Faithful - am 
Friends at that time, while the Informers - Wa 
were in Power. | i 'Y 
The ſaid Thomas Reynolds would not ſuf- 
fer any account to be taken of thoſe Gods 
thus taken away from me. For which, as 
I ſuppoſe, his reaſon was, that judging - _ 
them not ſufficient to Anſwer all the Fines 


that were impoſed upon me, and mentioned 7 
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reſt of thoſe Fines ſhould be levied upon 
-” . others; fearing perhaps his own Son (who 
E - wasa Friend) might come to ſuffer there- 
= by. But, as near as could be gueſſed, the 
Goods then taken away, were worth Thir- 


there was no body in the Houſe, but the 
two ſmall Children, whom I mentioned 
before; for I my ſelf was in Priſon at that 
time, my Wife was gone abroad, to viſit 
one that was not well; and my Maid-Ser- 
vant happened to be then from home. 
This Thomas Reynolds, fluſhed with the 
Booty he had gotten; became afterwards 


= 
5 


EF - towards Friends in their Meetings; not 


| abroad in the cold Winter; but haling, 


8 \ 


| ; B . | But it was not long, before the Lord 


ifemored him out of the way, by Death: 
And when he was on his Dying bed, he 


did ſomewhat Relent; and deſired that. 


Son of his who was a Friend (and whom 
- he had ſorely abuſed at Meetings) to Pray 
dy bim; and charged another of his Sons, 
4 . A = whom he made his Executor, to Reſtore 
= 5.4 5 their Goods again, in caſe he did 

| 5 not 
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5 in ns arrants; he was not willing the 


ty Pounds, or upwards: And he took ſuch 
a time for taking away my Goods, that 


more hardened, and acted more cruelly 


only ſhutting them out of their Meeting- 
Houſe, and thereby forcing them to meet 


- Puſhing and abuſing them in a fierce violent 
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not eg But 0 „ 2 = 
being a Chip of the old Block, refuſed to 
fulfil his Fathers Command for Reſtoring. 
the Goods; but kept them from Friends: 
And within a ſhort time after, he alſo was 
cut off by Death, and the Goods there- 
upon falling into the Hands of other mer- 
I oeenary Officers, were moſt of them im- 
| bezled and loſt. | 
Having given this brief Account, of the 
Havock they made of my Goods at Home; 
| I proceed to relate how they dealt with me 
at Priſon. | 
When the next Quarter Seffions after BE: 
my Commitment, was come, (which was - 
held at Newbery, on the ninth of the ſecond 
Month, 1684.) I, with ſome other Friends 
who were alſo Priſoners „ was conveyed 
thither, and after my Brethren had been 
called, and put by till the Afternoon, I 
was called; ; and Thomas Mealicot being 
Chairman, he ſaid to me; will you take 
the Oath of Allegiance? Whereupon the 
Clerk read the Oath; and then the Chair- 
man asked me again, Will you take this 
Oatn? | 
I anſwered, I look upon my ſelf not to : 
be in that Capacity, nor under ſuch Cir-. 
cumſtances, as the Statute deſcribes. them 
to be, for whom this Oath was provided: 
| For. For the Title of the Act is, An Ad for the 
e and Repreſſing e JB 
ant? 
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Purpoſe, that whereas many Jeſuits Semi- 
naries and Popiſh Prieſts, the better to 


hide their Treacherous deſigns and to co- | 


ver their falſe Hearts, do ſometimes repair 


to Church, &c. And as an Inſtance of 
_- . their Treachery, mentions the Gunpowder 


Plot: Now we being clear and free from 
all deſigns againſt the King and Govern- 


ment; ſothat we could never yet be charg- 
dd with Plotting, or Contriving Inſurrecti- 


ons, or the like; therefore it ſeems im- 


Proper, as well as unequal, to impoſe this 


Oath upon us. But notwithſtanding this, 


= the Chairman ſtifl urged upon me, ſaying,” - 
you muſt give your Anſwer whether you 
will take it, or not. 


I replied, Truly it is a great ftraight 
that you drive me to, for Firſt, If I refuſe 


this Oath, then I know the Penalty; which 


is to loſe all my Eſtate, and my Liberty, 
and to be as it were, buried alive in Priſon z 
which may be deemed as bad, or worſe 


than Death it ſelf. , And on the other 
Hand, if (to eſcape this Penalty) I ſhould 


take this Oath (notwithſtanding that I am 
perſuaded in my Heart and Conſcience, 
and do firmly believe that the Lord hath 


forbidden me to Swear :) I ſhould therein 


Sinagainſt God, and thereby bring a wound 
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nud terror upon my own Conſcience: And 
a know what the Scripture. ſays, 44 


| pounded Spirit who can bear! So that in 


Juſtices, who ſpeaking all together, ſaid, 
We cannot ſtand trifling with you in this 


more Patience, I ſaid to them, Pray, be 
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this ſtreight that you force me upon, 1 
muſt either run the hazzard of loſing my 
Eftate and Liberty, for refuſing the Oath : 


or elſe fall under that intolerable Burthen- 


of a wounded Conſcience, by the taking 
of it. 5 : | ; 2 : 
Here I was interrupted by many of the 


manner. You muſt give your Anſwer, 
whether you will take the Oath, or not. 
To bring them to a better Temper, and 


not ſo haſty; the matter is very Weighty; 
for my Eſtate lies at ſtake, and my Liber- 
ty too, which is my All in this World x 
(except my Life) therefore you ſhould not "Ii 
ſeek to enforce a haſty Anſwer. But they _ 
were in haſte to be gone to Dinner; where- 
fore the Chairman, ſeeing I delayed them, 
asked me, If I would have a little tiine to ui: 
conſider further of it? Whereupon I ſaid. 
you may, if you pleaſe, give me the ſame © if 
time, that you have given the reſt of my 
Friends here. You ſhall have it ſaid: the 
Chairman; and preſently bid the Cryer 
adjourn the Court (which he did) to the 
third Hour in the Afternoon. 5x 
After Dinner, there came but Four of 
theſe Juſtices to tlie Bench; and Three of 
them Four (viz. Anthony Craven, Jobn 
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tors. 


After the other Friends had been called, 


It 


and their refuſal to take the Oath entred; 
 I-was called, and Craven, ſitting in the 

place of Chairman, ſaid to me; Come 0- 

liver, have you conſidered of it? What 
ſay you? Will you take the Oath ?- 

_ _ "Surely, faid1, by right I ought to be EX- 
cuſed from having It tendred to me; be- 
cauſe (as I told you to Day) it was made 
for Papiſts; neither was there any juſt 
ground at all to tender it me, at the laſt 
Seſſions: For it was through the falſe infor- 
mation of two wicked Perſons, that I was 
brought thither; and the Court then find- 
ing no matter agaiaſt me, inſtead of diſ- 

charging me (which they ought to have 

done) tendered me the Oath , without 
- any Cauſe, but that Juſtice Rave ſaid, 
It was not fit I ſhould have my Liberty ; 
giving for his Reaſon, that I difperſed 
Books, and the like, having ſent two 
Books and a Letter to him. 
Crime, I hope, to ſend him a Letter, or 
Books either; for if he had ought to object 
againſt the Books, or the Letter, he might 
have produced them in Court againſt me; 
and have both ſhewed what he accounted 
| 9 9 in them, and have convicted me of 
the Breach of any. Law therein, if he could. 
But to tender me the A for only ſend- 


was no 


ms 


we Wightwick and John Smith) were very en- 
vious Per 154 
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= OLIVER SANSOM. 1 N 4 
ing him Books and a Letter; and that too, 
when you knew before hand (as one of ng: f 
the Juſtices, then on the Bench obſerved _ 
to you) that I could not Swear at all; it 
ens to me to be offered for no other 
oy but meerly to Enſnare me. 
1 (aid Juſtice Smith, in a ſcoffing 
Fo uk a meer Snare, and Trap I war» 
a rant you! = [Y 
5 Then ſaid juſtice craven to the Cryer, 1 
Hold him the Book: And ſaid to me, W Iii 
˖ you take the Oath, or not? 
t 


The Cryer thereupon holding out the 4 
| Book, I took it in my hand; and Craven 
s | faid, It is a Bible, Oliver; come will you © i 
x Smear? I anſwered, I ſay (as I told you 
. before) this Oath was not provided fer 
e ſuch as I am; therefore it is unfair to ten- 9 
t der it to me. And beſides, the Statute 
; ſays, It ſhould be tendered at the general! 
. Quarter Seſſions, before the whole Bench I 
d of Juſtices, or the greater number of them; i 
o and now here are but Four, which I know, _ 


o || you cannot ſay are the greater. number, 3 
r | for here were Ten to Day. ._ 7 


8 To that both Craven and Wightwick an- 
\t || ſwered, Here are enough to make a Seſſions. 
; | And then Two or Three of them ſpeak- 
dog together, ſaid, You do refuſe to fake” 
of the Oath: Take him away. 

d. Pray, be not ſo haſty, ſaid I; the mat- 
d- ter is of more weight than you make of it; 4 
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312 - Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
= _ and therefore you may give me leave, and 
ttime to Anſwer. And take notice, I have. B 
„ not refuſed the Oath as yet; but lam m 
brought here as an Offender; and now, | 
It ſeems, you want matter out of my own to 
Mouth to Charge me with. Therefore fa 
this 1 ſay to you, If any one hath any thing Gi 
againſt me; let him appear, and accuſe il. 
me to my Face. 155 5 

Then, Juſtice Wightwick cryed out, Bil 
Take the Bible from him. But I ſaid, me 
ſtay a little, I have more to ſay; I have GC 
not yet done with it.. Here you give me a | 
Bible to Swear upon; and the Bible it ſelf the 
forbids me to Swear at all: Now what did 
greater Affront can be given to Chriſt Jeſus of 
the King of Kings; and what greater Con- to 
tempt of his Laws and Government, whoſe ſon 
Command is, Swear not at all; then for WY 
Mea to take that very Book, wherein this 
Command is written, and both Swear up- 

on it themſelves, and force others, againſt 

their Conſciences, td Swear upon it alſo. 

Me ſhall have ſomewhat to do by and by, 
ſaid Juſtice Wightwick; Take him away 
cryed he, Take the Bible from him; He'll 
forfeit his Twenty Pounds, if we let him 
alone. 1 | . ; 2 21 No! 
Ihe Cryer thereupon ſought to get the 
Book from me. But I deſired him to let it 
alone; I would have it a little longer, I 
aid; for I had not yet done with it. wy 
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he bauled out, You ſhall not os my 
Book: And with Wolenc plucked it from 


me. 
Then Two or Three of them ſpeaking 


together, ſaid, If you will take the Oath, 


ſay ſo. But you do refuſe it: therefore 


Goaler, Take him away. 


I anſwered, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt: com. 


mands me not to Swear at all; and tho 


Bible teſtifies the ſame : yet you Command 


me to Swear. Now whom ſhall I obey ? 


God ? or Man ? 


Then with one Voice they communi | 


the Goaler to take me away; which he 
did. And about Six Weeks after, the Clerk 
of the Peace ſent an Order to the Goaler, 


to keep me and Three other Friends, Pri- 
ſoners, until the next Seſſions. W 


About this time, our Friends at Farring- 
do and the Parts thereabout, were. under 


great Sufferings, by means of the wicked 


Iaformers, and Perſecuting Juſtices: and 1 
being confined in Priſon, could not be with 
them, to Comfort and Encourage them, 


in thoſe their great and heavy Exerciſes. 


Vet having a true ſympathizing Senſe, and 
Fellow - feeling of their ſuffering Condition; 
It came upon me to write to them, in ten- 
derneſs of Love to Exhort them, to hold 
faſt their Confidence in the Lord's Power; 


and not to look out at what had hap 


pened, or might yet further come upon 
P — 


214 Remarta3'c Paſſages of the Life 
them, for the Trial of their Faith and 
Patience. What I wrote was directed, 
To the Friends of the Monthly Meeting 
of the Vale of White-Horſe : and was as 
followeth. * 5 


Dear Friends, 8 
4 INto whom it is given (in Mercy 
2 trom the Lord) not only to believe 
© in, and profeſs his Name in the World: 
© but to poſleſs Power from him, to enable 
© you to ſuffer on his behalf. O Friends, 
© prize his tender Love; and prize you 
© preſent Reproaches and Sufferings for his 
© Sake, to be as precious to you now, as 
© they were to Moſes in his day: of whom 
Zit is ſaid, that he eſteemed the Reproa- 
ches of Chriſt, greater Riches than the 
© Treaſures of Egypt; for he had an Eye to 
© the Recompence of Reward. 
And Friends, I beſeech you to be dili- 
« gent, and watchful to keep your Minds 
© conſtantly Exerciſed in that Power,which 
© ye have received in your Hearts from the 
Lord; which is given unto you for your 
© Safety and Preſervation : and wherein 
© alone all your Strength lies, to bear you | 
©up, and carry you through all your 
© Trials. 5 
© And I tenderly intreat you all, to wait 
© for the Renewings of that ſame living 
* .< Powerof Chriſt Jeſus in your own m9 
1 ay 
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OLIVER SANSOM. 315 
day by day; and dwell low in it in Pa- 
( tience: aud you ſhall ſurely feel, and 

< witneſs the mighty Operation of it; even 
to Renew, and change you into his own 

Nature. And then you will Rejoice, that 
© you are accounted worthy to ſuffer for 

© his Sake; and will be glad when you are 
© perſecuted, and all manner of Evil is ſpo- 

_ © ken falſly, by wicked Men, againſt you, 
( for his Name's Sake: knowing that great 

© is your Reward in Heaven. ER 
© And it is in my Heart to adviſe and 
© warn you, that you enter not into Rea- 
* ſoning, and Diſputing with your Adver- 
« aries, who have ſold themſelves to wor 
© Wickedneſs, and are wilfully given up, 0 
and hardened in their Sin againſt God, ia 
© Perſecuting you. For by Reaſoning, oer 
© Diſputing with them, you will be far 
from Convincing them, or prevailing with:  ... 
them: but may hurt your ſelves (if un 
are not very wary) by letting a wrathful 3 
Spirit ariſe in you. And when with that, 
you have ſtrove with your Ad verſaries; 
© and find it to be in vain; then in the 
ſame Wrath, you will be ready (if you 
© are not watchful) to run againſt your 
© Friends and Brethren, and to ſmite at 
© them: when the very Cauſe hath been in 
© your ſelves, in not abiding low in your 
© own Meaſures, whereby you would have 
| © been enabled to have born all Reproaches 
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; 316 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
àꝛ with Patience; and to have given a Teſti. 
© mony againſt the Spirit of Perſecution, 
© denouncing the righteous Judgments of 
© God againſt all that are found in it. So 
© avoid Reaſoning with them; as knowing 
© this, That the Triumphing of the wicked 
© is but ſhort : and the Rejoycing of the 
© Ungodly but for a Moment. | 
And dear Friends, I have ſomething in 
my Heart to write unto you, concern- 
ing the Appeals; wherein a great Diſap- 
© pointment ſeems to have befallen: and 
© that Way whereby we hoped to have 
© had Redreſs, and to have ſtopped the 
© Rage of the Wicked, hath proved quite 
- © the contrary; even to the increaſing our 
<© Sufferings, and Encouraging our Adver- 
© aries. I ſay, although it be thus; yet 
© Jet us not be offended at it, nor find fault 
© one with another about it: Seeing we 
© were all agreed at firſt in that thing, and 
© we would all willingly have obtained Re- 
< dreſs, and have received Deliverance in 
© that Way, if the Lord had ſo ordered it; 
© as well as many of our Friends, in other 
places, did. But what if our God ſaw it 
© meet, to diſappoint our Expectations; 
© and for the greater Trial of us, to croſs 
© our Deſires : for it may be he ſiw, that 
© ſome would not have given the Glory to 
© him, but to Man; if the Lord had wrought 
© our Deliverance that Way. And ſo he, 
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if OL1 VER SANSOM. 317 
e jn his infinite Wiſdom, right well-know-' 
ing what would tend moſt to his own 


© Glory, and our greateſt good, hath dif- 
* poſed all things accordingly. And ſhall 


not we in Patience ſubmit to what he 


brings upon us, and receive it as the beſt? 


For hereby he hath given us to lee the 


great Wickedneſs, and Injuſtice that lodg- 
ed in the Hearts of Men, and is now here- 
6 by drawn forth into Practice. For we 
could not have believed, that ſo many 


Men in Authority, would have ſuffered 


© ſuch horrible Injuſtice to have been done, 
© if we had not proved it; there being ſo 


© much Right on our Side, and ſuch Clear- 


©nefs in our Caſe. But truly, I am per- 
© {waded, and do believe in my heart, that 
in tender love to us, our God hath brought 
© things thus to paſs, as it is this Day; that 


we may be brought into the more ſingle 


© Dependence upon him. And there is no 
© Queſtion, but he will make way for our 
c Deliverance in due time ; even when the 
© ſet time is come, which he hath appoint- 
ed, for the fulfilling of our Sufferings. 
© Therefore | ſay, my dear Friends, Let us 
© truſt perfectly in the Lord our God, and 
© ſtedfaſtly depend upon him; and we ſhall 


all at length obtain our deſired- and ex- 


© pected End. 

© And finally, my Friends, In that love 
©wherewith our God hath loved us, let us 
P 3 1 all 
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all live and dwell; that therein we may 

* Edify, and ſtrengthen one another: pray- 

© 1ng fervently one for another, that in 

© true Tenderneſs we may always be as E- 

© Piſtles, written in one anothers Hearts ; 

. © always breathing for, and deſiring the 

* Preſervation one of another. For we 

© have great Cauſe to love one another, 

© and to watch that we may reſiſt the Ene- 

my; who labours daily to beget Preju- 

© dices, and hard Thoughts one againſt a- | 

© nother. So in that Love which Edifies | 

© the Body, and which thinks no Evil: but 

© bears and endures all things, I take my | 
Leare, and bid you all Farewell, and re- | 
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Your dear Brother, in Bondi, 


1 mentioned before, that I, and three 
other Friends with me, were by an Order 
of the laſt Seſſions, continued Priſoners till 
the next. The reaſon why there were but 
Four then named (ſeeing we were Five in 
all) was, that Samuel Burgis (who was the 
Fifth) not being well enough in Health, 
to be brought to the laſt Seſſions, was not 
called, or taken notice of there. But vigi- 
lant Juſtice Craven, was ſo careful to ſecure 
all that he had in hold, that when — 
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| ſions at Newbery was ended, he commanded- 
tue Jailor to bring Samuel Burgis before him 
and ſome other Juſtices at Speenhamland; 


where they tendered him the Oath, to con- 
tinue his Confinement to the next Seſſions. 
Which being appointed to be holden-at 
Abington, the Jailor received an Order from 
2 Craven, to bring us thither at his 
Peril. 
Thither accordingly we were all Five 
carried (that is, Samuel Burgis, George White, 
Edward Swain, John Sanſom, and my ſelf;) 
but when we came there, we were not cal- 
led; for they adjourned the Seſſions to Man- 
tage, to be holden there on the 29th of the 
Fth Month 1684. Whither we were had. 
When we came there, and were called ; 
Tho. Medlicott, being Chairman, asked for = 
our Mitti mus: with the Goaler giving him, —_ 
£ he ſaid to us; You are here committed for _ - if 
the Second time refuſing the Oath of Obe- 


e dience. SANS 

r Before he could go further, he was in» 

I terrupted by the Clerk of the Peace; who 

4 having looked over the Records of the laſt 

n Seſſions, ſaid ſoftly to him, They had it 

e tendred but once. Whereupon beginning 

, again, he ſaid, It ſeems the Oath of Alle- 

3 tance hath been tendred to you, by two IM 
- Juice of the Peace; and you have refu= 
e it. Now if you ſhall refuſe it again, 
-: vou will. be convict of a Premunire ; which 7 
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is to forfeit all your Goods and Chattels, 
and to be kept in Priſon during Life: it 
being the greateſt Penalty, next to Felony, 
the Law provides. I ſpeak this, to ſhew 
vou the Danger; that you may not run 
your ſelves unadviſedly into it. 
Then our Names being called over, the 
Clerk ſpake ſoftly to him again, and told 
him, Oliver Sanſom had had the Oath tender- 
ed twice to him already. Upon which the 
Chairman, directing his Speech to me, ſaid, 
Mr. Sanſom, Although you have had the 
Oath tendered twice already; and you have 
reſuſed it: yet, if you will now take it, 
vou ſhall be acquitted. You ſhall hear it 
read. And when the Clerk had read it, 
the Chairman ſaid to John Sanſom, Mr. San- 
fem, Will you take this Oath ? and ear- 
neſtly preſſed for his poſitive Anſwer. And 
when John Sanſom had ſignified his Conſci- 
entions Refuſal to Swear at all, becauſe for- 
bidden by Chriſt : the Chairman turning to 
me, ſaid, Mr. Sanſom, you have now heard 
the Oath read; will you take it, or not? 
I ſtood ſilent for a while: which Juſtice 
Hyde obſerving, ſaid, in a kind of flouting 
way, Fl warrant you, he will have ſome- 
thing to ſay by and by. „ 
After ſome little Pauſe, I ſaid, I loo k 
upon it as unfair to tender this Oath un to 
us; becauſe it was not intended for ſuch as 
we are, who cannot Swear in any caſe : and 
92 * am 
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, I am perſwaded that Juſtice Medlicote doth 
t well know, that this Statute was made a- 
þ gainſt Papiſts; or however, that this Oath | 
F is to be tendered to none, but them tar 
nin other Caſes will Swear, and was never | 
intended for us who cannot Swear at all. | 

6 For it is a very improper, and altogether 1 
- unſuitable way, to try or prove our Alle- = 
: giance to the King by Swearing ; when it = 
© | is well known, we dare not Swear at all in 
, any Caſe, though it be never ſo much to = 
. our own Advantage. J 
e The Chairman, here interpoſing, ſaid; : = 
3 What my Judgment is in that Caſe, you 
1 muſt Pardon me in that. But I ſuppoſe if 
1 you ſtick at that Scripture, where it is ſaid, 
* Swe ar not at all. But here you greatly mi- 
g ſtake, in taking it in a literal Senſe; you 
d muſt interpret one Scripture by another, 1 
E to underſtand the meaning of it. What 1 
p ſay you to that, An Oath for Confirmation 4 
tall be an End of Strife? J 
| More he ſaid, in his way, to prove the 1 

| Lawfulneſs of Swearing; but deſired a ſhort; 1 
Anſwer : for (ſaid he) we have much Buſi- 1 
8 neſs, and but little time; We cannot ſtand: 
4 long with you. We think it our Duty.to I 
Swear; and we are upon our Oaths to 1 
K execute the King's Laws: and this Oath 3 
4 being lawfully tendered , you muſt give 
| your Anſwer, whether you will take it, 
x . 
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. Government. So that you have no more 
Cauſe or Reaſon to go about to make us 
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Then ſaid I, It is very apparent, that 


the King and Parliament did not look upon 


us as liable to have this Oath tendered to 
us; and to undergo the Penalty provided 
for the Refuſal of it, meerly for our Con- 
ſcieatious Refuſing to Swear at all: becauſe 


there is an Act ſince made, in the 13th 


and 14th of this King's Reign, purpoſely 
againſt us; wherein are Penalties provided 
for ſuch as Refuſe to Swear in any Caſe. 
And if the Impoſing the Oath of Allegi- 


ance had, in the Judgment of the Law- - 


makers, been applicable to us : then would 
the iatroducing of this latter Statute been 
altogether Super fluous. I do not mention 


this latter Statute, as deſiring its Execu- 


tion: but would rather it were Repealed. 
U pon that, Juſtice Hyde (in a Reflecting 


manner) ſaid, What is againſt you, you 


would have repealed. 122 
The Chairman ſaid, Affirmative Laws 
remain ſtill in force: although ſome are 
made ſince of the ſame tendency, yet the 
don't abrogate the former; as in the Caſe 
of Conventicles. 5 
I ſaid, we are a eable People, and 
never refuſed Allegiance to the King or 


Swear Allegiance; than to compel us to 


| Swear to Eat our Food, when we are hun- 
Sry: for we cannot practice contrary to 


Alle- 


cannot poſlibly do it. | | 

Here I was interrupted by Juſtice Hyde, 
who ſaid, Oh ! you talk ſtrangely. Don't 
you keep up your Meetings againſt the 
King's Laws? ',  _ — 


Before I could Anſwer him (which I 
might eaſily have done, by ſhewing where- 
in our Allegiance to the King was due, vix. 
Not in Spiritual or Religious things, but 
in Civil or Temporal Matters: and that 


therefore Our keeping up our Meetings, 
for the Worſhip of God, 


deal of Buſineſs more to do. 


J anſwered, I do not deny, or refuſe Al- 
legiance : but ſhall perform it as faithfully, 


as any of you all. 


- You make Compariſons, ſaid the Chair-- 
man: but will you take up Arms to aid 

and aſſiſt the King, if need ſhould re- 
: | ' quire?” 


OY | 4 : 
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Allegiance. Nay further, If all of you 


ſhould joyn together, and do the utmoſt” 
you can to make us practice contrary, you 


though forbidden: 
by Law, is no breach of our Allegiance to- 
the King; any more than the Primitive 
Chriſtians, and the early Proteſtants and 
Martyrs keeping up their Religious Meet-- 
ings, contrary to Law, was a Breach of. 
their Allegiance to their reſpeQiye Princes, 
I fay, before I could Anſwer). the Chair-- 
man interpoſing ſaid , Come, pray let us 
know whether you will take the Oath of 
Allegiance, or not: for we haye a great 
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_ quire? We will venture our Lives for the 


King. 
Ta we do not fight, replied l, We may 
4 the King as much good, as thoſe that 
o. 
When I had ſaid this, they put me by, 
and called George White, and after him, 
Edward Swain: and having asked them ſe- 
verally if they would take the Oath, and 
entred their Refuſal; they then called Sa- 
muel Burgis. And the Queſtion being put 


to him, Whether he would take the Oath, 
or not; he deſired liberty to ſpeak: which 


being granted, he with an audible Voice 
declared in what manner he had been dealt 
with. As that at firſt he, with others, 
were ſent for, from their own Houſes, to 
appear before three Juſtices of the Peace; 
who tendered them the Oath of Allegi- 
ance, and ſent them all to Priſon. Then 
going on, he ſhewed how he, and the reſt 
of us, had all along been uſed. And that 
we were always Peaceable; and no man- 
ner of Evil could be laid to our Charge: 
for which he gave Thanks to God. And 
baving in this wiſe pretty fully, and very 
notably, ſpoken z he ceaſed. 
Then ſaid Joſtice Parrett to the reſt, Ask 
him when he received the Sacrament ;, whe- 
ther or no he hath received it within this 
Twelve-Month : To which a Friend an- 
, We have been! in Priſon above theſe 
| Twelve 


SY 5  —_ * 3 


n 1 , V0 


Twelve Months. So after ſome more Diſ⸗- 


courſe to the ſame. Purpoſe, they recorded 


all our Refuſals; being in haſt, as they 


ſaid, to go upon other Buſt neſs: and the 


Chairman ſaid to the Jailor, I think you 


- muſt take them home with you again. 


Thus we, the before-named five Priſo- 
ners, being remanded back to Priſon, were 
by the Jaylor kept there until the next 
Seſſions, holden at Newbery in the 8th 
Month 1684. whither we 5 then had, 
and kept in an Inn, until the Seſſion was 


ended. For neither did the Juſtices call for 
us; nor did the Jailor bring us forth, but 
kept us out of their ſight : ſo that. it is 


likely, we being out of Sight, were alſo 


out of Mind. 


Then were we had back, and continued 
Priſoners, not only without Bail or Main- 
prize, but even without Warrant or Mit- 
timus, until the next Seſſions. For the 
Jailor told us, that although he had no 
Warrant to keep us, yet he durſt not let 


us go: For (ſaid he) they will hang me, | 


if it be in their Power, if I let you go. 
But the Jailor ( to give him bis due) did 


ſhew us what Kindneſs he could. 


The next Seſſions being at Reading, w 
were all Five called to the Bar, on the He” 


of the 11th Month 1684. and an Indict- 
ment was then read againſt us, for obſti- A 
a Ou reful iog the Oath of Allegiance, ba- 
BS ving | 
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ving been twice tendered to us. Where. 
upon we were ſeverally required to Plead 


Holt : (being Chairman) began with John 
Sanſom; ſaying, John Vuſin, are you Guil- 
ty; or not Guilty? 

I deſire, ſaid John Senſors, to know what 
will follow, if I do not Plead. 


will follow. You will be Convict of a Pre- 


Impriſonment during life; and forfeit all 
your Goods and Chattels. 

Then faid Johm Sanſom, Iam not Guilty, 
as is there expreſs d. 

Then ſet down; (ſaid the Chairman to 
the Clerk) that he Pleads not Guilty, as 
to Manner and Form. 

In like manner Edward Swain, George 
White and Samuel Burgis were called ſeve- 
rally, one after another; and their An- 
ſwers were all one, in denying the Manner 
and Form of the Indictment; and fo they 

were ſet down. | 

Then the Chairman faid to me, Oliver 
| Sanſom, Are you Guilty of this Indictment, 
or not Guilty? 

Sn * I deſire to be anſwered one Que; 


"What i is that, ſaid the Chairman? 

I 1.zͤ - this, faid 1, the ſame lndietment we 
IG full have, when we come to Trial next 
= | "Im 


to it Guilty, or not Guilty: and Serjeant 


Pl tell you, faid the Chairman, what 


wuwnre ; the Penalty whereof is, To endure 


«a A ans © tw XX ...- | Ep Ws 2 
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Seſſions; or will it be altered? or will yon 
JJ 77 -: 0 

He anſwered, This is the ſame Indict- 
m_ you ſhall have next Seſſions, at your 
Trial. * 

I ask, faid I, becauſe I did hear it ex- 
preſs'd, in the beginning of it, that we 
were charged with Refuſing the Oath of 
Allegiance, being twice tendered : but I 
do not remember, that I heard mentioned 
the Place where, or the Time when the 
firſt tender was made. 

Upon that word, Thomas Staples, one of 
the Juſtices on the Bench, ſpeaking ſoftly 
to the reſt, ſaid, They will get off from 
this Indictment next Seſſions. 

That made the old Chairman angry; and 
thereupon he ſaid, We will not read it - 
any more now : it was more than we 
needed to have read it before. But you 
ſhall know the Time and Place, faid he 
to me, when you come to Trial. But will 
you plead Guilty, or not Guilty? 

I anſwered, I did not obſtinately refuſe 
the Oath of Allegiance : but did Conſcien- 
ciouſly refuſe to Swear at all. 1 

Then was I, as the reſt, ſet down as 
pleading Not Guilty: and we were all 
remanded back to Priſon again. But with- 
in about an Hour after we were come from 
the Court, we were ſent for to the George- 

Im in Reading, where the Juſtices dined. 
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1 Andafrer Dinner, Three of the worſt of 
= 8 | them, VIL. Ant hony Craven 7 Thomas Fetti- 
23 place and Jobn Smith, ordered the Jailor 


to bring us before them; and began to 


tender us the Oath afreſh : and Thomas Fet- 


give any Reaſon for their ſo doing; ſay- 


tiplace, being a forward Man, began to 
read the Oath to us. But I, perceiving 
they were preparing a new Snare for us, 
made bold to interrupt him, and deſired 


o know their Intent, and what they did 


mean, in tendring us the Oath now. 
At that he was angry, and refuſed to 


ing to me, I will not be Examined by 
thee. So he went on, and read it through; 
and then they asked us ſeverally, W he- 
ther we would take it: And our Anſwers 


Were all one in Effect, viz. That in as 


much as we were all required, in open 
Court this day, to Plead to an Indictment 
for Refuſing the Oath of Allegiance; we 
therefore deſired to know , Whether we 
were Clear from that Indictment, before 
we give Anſwer to this Queſtion. They 
would not ſpeak to Clear us from that In- 
dictment; but ſtill urged upon us, Will 


you take the Oath now read: and we ſtill 
Teverally replied to this Effect, That we 


do. not look upon our ſelves obliged to 
Anſwer to, or take any Notice of this new 
Tender, until we are Cleared from the 


former Indictment. Whereupon they ap- 
oo pPeeared 
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|| _ peared very fierce and angry; and cauſed. 
a Mittimus to be preſently made, for ſend- 
| ing us to Goal again: Of which the Copy 

here follows. 


Berks ſl. 


JE ſend you herewith the Bodies of 
Samuel Burgis, John Sanſom, 
Oliver Sanſom, George W hite, and 
Edward Swain, for Refuſing to take 
the Oath of Allegiance, being the Firſt 
time tendred to them, upon this 14th 
Day of January Inſtant; there to re- 
main, wit hon Bail or Mainprize, un- 
til the next Seſſion of the Peace, to be 
holden for this County. Dated under 
our Hands and Seals, the 14th Day of 
January, Anno Dom. 1684. R. R. 
Car. Secund. xxxvi. — 
To the Keeper of his Maje- Anthony Craven. 
 lites Goal in Reading, tor Tho. Fettiplace. 
the ſaid County. lohn Smith. 


Between this time of our new commit- 
ment and the next Seſſions, I had occaſion 
to expoſtulate our Caſe with one of thoſe 
three Juſtices that Committed us; namely 
Thomas Fettiplace, of whom, and his dealings 
with us, I think fit, before I proceed fur- 
ther, to give the Reader ſome ſnort Ac- 
count. „ 

i e 


os - 


He, having been in Commiſſion for the 
Peace formerly, and put out (by the pro- 
curemeat of Hardwick the Informer,) when 
afterwards he got in again, became a cruel 

Perſecutor; and being a Man of an eager, 
buſie, reſtleſs Spirit, he would take great 
Pains, to bring to paſs his eavious deſigns 

- againſt Diſſenters. 
He ſomewhat appeared at the Seſſions 
at Wantage, ſhewing his Teeth in what he 
could ; and thereby diſcovering what lodg- 


ſaid there, was but little heeded by any; 
being inferior to all, or moſt of the 
reſt. 8 
Shortly after that, I ſent him a Book, 
Entituled; A Treatiſe of Oaths, and Swear- 
ing: For his better Information; hoping 
he might come to be of a better Mind, by 
the next Seſſions; but he, on the contrary, 


Which J obſerving, a Concern came upon 
me to write to him, as tolloweth. 


© Thomas Fettiplace. 


Na ſerious Conſideration of thy late 
I ſerere, and rigorous deportment, at 
* the Seſſions at Reading, towards us, who 
have been long detained Priſoners, con- 
*trary both to Law and Juſtice; it came 
© in my Heart thus to Query — 


ed in his Heart againſt us: But what he 


appeared much worſe, than ever before: 


330 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life. "W- 


© thee. What doth this Man mean, that 

b he takes upon him to proſecute this cru- 
 <Celty againſt us? Would he out do, thoſe 
© that dealt with us before? Didſt thou 

(thought I) but underſtand what thon 

* walt about to do; ſurely then thou 
© would'ſt deſiſt, and forbear to proceed 

© any further; and not endeavour to drive, 
© and force us, (whom thou canſt not 

* charge with Evil-doing) under the Penal- 
ty of a Premunire. Oh! (thoughtT) wilt 
thou go on directly in the way of Cain, 
* in Envy againſt us; that for want of Pow- 
*er to Kill, thou would'ſt bury us alive in 
© Priſon; and become as an Executor to 
* our Eſtates for the King. Surely this, 

* conſidering our Innocency, is exſtream 
* hard meaſure, and very great cruelty. 
* Then I Pondred in my Mind, what thow 
* could'ſt propoſe, of Advantage to thy 
© ſelf, by this 1 that thou 
_ © ſhould'ſt thus ſtrain thy ſelf, beyond thy 

© uſual natural Temper, in appearing fo 
* fierce againſt us; and I did queſtion, 
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© whether it was not to pleaſe, and get into i 


© favour with Anthony Craven, and ſome 
others; that ſo, by ſetting; thy Foot to 
© tread upon us, thou mighteſt lift up thy 
| © elf, and endeavour to raiſe thy Reputa- 
tion (which lately ſeemed at an Ebb) to 
© that degree of greatneſs, and Worlely 

© Glory which ambitious Minds aſpire oy 
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A "Now whether this be thy ſtate, and that 
> "63tis fo really with, thee, I ſhall leave to 
God's witneſs in thy own Conſcience to 
declare. But this I am certain of, Thy 


as ſure as ever thou haſt ſet thy Heart, 


©ſurely will the juſt God, in whom we 
©truſt, plead our nk and viſit thee for 


except thou Repent. 
II t is foretold, and ſtands upon Record 
in the Holy Scriptures, John 16.2. That 
the true Believers in Chriſt, ſhould be haled 
before Magiſtrates and Rulers, for keeping 
his Commands; and ſome ſhould be put 
= . to Death: And their Perſecutors would 
Ide ſo greatly blinded (by the Envy of 


21 1s alſo written, and ſignified by the Spi- 


4 © «of Chriſt's Church, the Devil ſhould caft 
5 y ſome of them into 'Prifon, Rev. 2.10. 


Tele Scriptures are fulfilling, as really 
. go ia our Day and Age, as in any time 
1 *©before us. And in tender Love I adviſe, 
"and warn thee to ceaſe from Perſecuting 
6 r doſt tender thy own wel- 
5 . are: For it is certain and true, that they 
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end in this buſinefs cannot be good. And 


*and lifted up thy Hand againſt us; ſo 


vit; even with his righteous Judgments, 


= © the Devil) that they would think they 
V _£did God Service in ſo doing. Again, It 


. Exit of God, That for Tryal of the Members 


Now this I have to ſay to thee, that 


5 © Care 2. in the Dei Work, who are 
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< Perſecuting and impriſoning People, for WH 
© obeying Chriſts Commands, and wor- 
« ſhipping God, as he requires. 
* © Therefore look to it; for it is but a 
© little time, and the ſeparation will be 
© made to the Right hand, and to the Left; 
© and the Righteous Judge will account 
© what is done againſt his People, as done 
© againſt himſelf. And when that dread- 
© ful Sentence, Go ye Curſed, ſhall be pro- 
© nounced; the pretence of Laws, or hu- 
© man Authority, can neither Reverſe it, 
© nor Excuſe from it. 5 
Therefore I intreat thee to conſider, 
© and be adviſed in time; and as thou art 
© ſharp and dextrous in Worldly matters, 
© let thy Abilities be imployed to break 
«© the Bonds of wickedneſs, and let the Op- 
< preſſed go free; and be Merciful, that 
© thou mayſt be bleſſed, and mayſt obtain 
Mercy; for it is ſaid, He ſhall have Judg- 
ment without Mercy, that doth not ex 
Mercy. So in being Kind and Merciful, the 
« oreateſt Gain will be to thy ſelf; for no 
© Man can have ſo much need of Mercy from 
« thee; as thou haſt, of Mercy from God. 


ing Goal, the . , . 
1 10 of therzth In true Love is this written, 


Month, 1684. by him who deſires thy wel- 
fare both in Soul and Body, 


OLIVER SANSOM, 
OST. 
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+ POSTSCRIPT. 


Deſire thee to return that Book, which 


ation concerning. Oaths and Swear- 


| ing; which T did hope, might have ſatis- 


_ Hed and convinced thee, that for ſufficient 


Reaſons and approved Grounds, we have 


| refuſed to Swear at all. But ſeeing thou 
walt pleaſed to ſay, at the George-1nn at 
Reading, that it was a Seditious Book, | 


Ground and Reaſon, as proof for thy ſo 
ſaying, and fend it, with the ſaid Book, 
unto my Wife in 1 0 

bh + 


- The ten Letter not working the 


- defired Effect upon him; but I ſtill hear- 


ing, by ſeveral Hands, 'of the continued 


cruelty, violence and ſpoil, that was made 
upon our Friends, by nd through the oc- 
caſion of this Thomas Fertiplace : I was mo- 
ved to write a Second Letter to him, to 
lay the weight of Friends Sufferings upon 
him. And after this manner I wrote to 


him. 
— Thomas Fettiplace, 


Orasmuch as I had lately a Fr ght of an 
5 75 account of thy actions, and Proceed- 


1 ings againſt our Friends in and about Far- 


© ringdon. 


* 


I ſent thee in Love to peruſe, for thy 


deſire thee to manifeſt in writing thy 


$68. on ĩ˙ q Oh i . 
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notice of thy change, and more willingly 


© moſt Buſie-body in this bad Buſineſs. For 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. ' 225 © M 
© ringdon (which was drawn up to be Re- i 
6 oiffred to after Ages) I am indeed truly 
© ſorry for thee, that thou ſhould'ſt do fo 
e badly, as it appears thou haſt done; for 
thy Acts of cruelty being recorded, thy 
Name among Perſecutors will be enrolled, 
© and will be of an evil ſavour unto ſucced- 
© ing Generations. Wherefore I once more 
© deſire, and intreat thee, - to read in mode- 
© ration, and conſider ſeriouſly theſe follow- 
© ing Lines: That if thou wilt be adviſed, 
© to deſiſt from Cruelty, and Exerciſe thy 
© ſelf ia Juſtice and Mercy; we ſhall take 


© Record thy Clemency, than thy Cruelty. 
Now I place this Perſecution upon thee, 
© becauſe thou (as I am certified) art the 


© although thy Brother Hide, and ſome- 
© times one Juſtice more, may be preſent 
© at your Petty Seſſions; yet it is thou that 
© takeſt upon thee to be Speaker, and the 


© reſt being paſlive, thou carrieſt on mat- © * i 


© ters according to thy own Will: So that 
We can do no other, than give every one 
nis due; and lay the propagating and ma- 


* naging of theſe bad Proceedings at thy 1M | 


© The two main matters, objected as 

© Crimes againſt our Friends, and for which _ 

© they ſuffer, are theſe. Firſt, their Con- 
© ſciencious abſenting from that Worſhip, * 
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© which they believe is not the true Wor- 
© ſhip of God. And Secondly, Their pra- 


* 


< ſeeing that Faith is the gift of God, who 
© is both the Author, and Finiſher of i in 
© the Hearts of his People; and it is writ- 
© ten, Whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin: 
© How dareſt. thou endeavour to compel! 
People to Sin againſt God, by acting con- 
© trary to their Faith, as aforeſaid. 
And beſides, your Practice, in Com- 
© pelling, by Corporal and Pecuniary Pu- 
© niſhments, about Religion and Worſhip, 


© and true Chriſtianity; as by the Teſti- 
© mony of the Holy Scriptures, and other 


© Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, it evidently ap- 
c For it is clearly manifeſt, that 


pere hated and Perſecuted ; but never did 
——Perſecute any, for not conforming to them, 
in the Practice of the true Religion: So 


tat it is clearly evident, that the Church, 


| E 0 People that Perſecutes about Religion, 
| © is not of Chriſt; but of Antichriſt. For- 


©pany of Magiſtrates, having Warrants 
© and Mittimuſſes ready, to Fine and Im- 
© priſon all that would not receive the Goſ- 
'©.pel: What a Pitiful parcel of Proſelites 
. 1 „ 


err 


© Aihng that, which they believe to be the 
true Worſhip, in obedience to God. And 


-< is utterly contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


_ © Chriſt himſelf, and his Faithful followers, 


- © conſider, if Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 
© done like you, to have gone with a Com- 
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© (doſt thou think) would then haye ha 
gathered ? Nay verily, it is far below the 
Nobility of a true Chriſtian Spirit, to 
© meddle with ſuch Tools as theſe; or to 
© wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, to make 


Members of the true Church. We read, 
© that 


Chriſt himſelf did whip ſome out of 
© the Ne but never that he went to 
© whip any in. 

Truly, I have been concerned for thee; 
© becauſe of thy going on in Perſecution. 
© againſt God and his People; knowing 


that a bitter Cup thou muſt come to drink 


«from the Lord's Hand for the ſame, un- 


© leſs thou Repent; and I have often con- 
© ſidered (in pitty to thee, Poor Man!) 
© that it would have been far better for 
thee, if, when thy Commiſſion was taken 
away, thou hadſt never obtained it again, 
to do as thou haſt done. 

* Alſo it is apparent to me, that thou 


c haſt acted quite beſides thy 7 bch buſineſs, . 


© as thou ſtoodſt authorized both by God” 


© and Man. For Firſt, The Lord requires that 25 A * | 


thou ſhouldeſt not bear the Sword in vale 
but ſhould'ſt be a Terror to Evil-doers,}” 
© anda Praiſe to them that do Well The 
© ſider now, whether thou haſh ruled for. 
© God, in puniſhing and terrifying Emikdo-; 1 


ters, as Drunkards, SWEATrers, and; Pro-. 7 2 | 
* phane Perſons ; that they might nor: go. f 1 | 


don in their Evil ibn to the n 
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4 © of God, and the grief of ſober People; 


or have not ſuch, been rather (by Con- 


"© nivance, at leaſt) Encouraged; and the 


© Godly, Sober People Diſcouraged and 
4 Puniſhed. Secondly, thy Commiſſion from 


Man, is to keep the outward Peace: Con- 


<. fider, whether thou doſt not cauſe the 
. © Peace to be frequently broken; by for- 
4 cing one Neighbour to rifle, and diſtrain 
©the Goods of another: And ſometimes 
© Haling to Priſon thoſe, whom thou can'ſt 
© in no wiſe Charge with doing any Man 
Wrong; but muſt acknowledge they have 
© lived peaceably in Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
© Yet are made to ſuffer by thee, only be- 


© cauſe, for Conſcience-ſake, they cannot go 


s along with the Hypocrites, Drunkards and 

ESwearers, to ſay after the Hirelings, That 
©they have left undone that which they 
© ought to have done, and have done that 
© which they ought not to have done; and 
© that there is no Health in them: W here- 


| as the Lord, in Mercy, hath given them 


'©( who are thus made to ſuffer ) to know 
© that he is their Saving Health, the Phy- 


© © fician of their Souls, and Hope of eternal 


© Glory, revealed in them. For which let 
- * endleſs Praiſes, Thankſgivings and Glory 
© be given to the Lord our God, and to 


dis Chriſt, the heavenly Immanuel, over 
1 all for evermore, Amen, 


EE | . © And 
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And now, in tender love to thy poor 
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Immortal Soul, I adviſe and warn thee, to 


© ceaſe from diſturbing and troubling thy 


© honeſt peaceable Neighbours. For why 


e ſhould it be faid, that it is now become a 
Crime, and brings us more in danger of 


© Puniſhment, (now that thou art in Authc- 


© rity,) to worſhip God aright (as he by his 
_ ©$pirit gives to believe) and to live a Godly 


and Sober Life; than to be Drunkards, 
© Swearers, or Debauched, Prophane Per- 
© ſons ? Bath not ſad Experience given too 


© in their hands to Redreſs it, and do not 
© endeavour to do it, is a Reproach, and a 
© Shame to their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 

© But be thou aſſured of this, that the 
© Lord, who ſearcheth the Heart, hath thy 
© Life and Breath in his Hand, and will not 


he mocked by thee : but will give thee to - 


© reap according as thou ſoweſt, and render 


© thee a juſt Reward, according to thy 


© Works; And in his Fear is this written, 


| ©for thy everlaſting good, 
Written in Reading: Goal, By him who hath learned 


(where I fuffer for. belie- 4 
ving and obeying himzyho #0 Love, and pray for his 


ſaid, Swear not at all.) Enemies and Perſecu- 
Sth of the 2d Mo. 1685, — e 
. tors, called 
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clear an Evidence of theſe things in this 
our Age? which to them that have Power 
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_——-* ſed. May we not well queſtion, whether 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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4 1 as the State of Things now 
© XA ſtands, thy Doings ſeem very ſtrange, 
What if he that now ſits at the Helm 
£ ſhould permit, or Encourage thee, and 
others of thy Mind (on purpoſe to try 
you, and to ſee what ye would do) to 

© proſecute other Proteſtants, that diſſent 
© from you, even unto Blood ? Which if 
© the Lord ſfbuld ſuffer, thou ſeemeſt too 

© likely to be an Inſtrument, for the car- 

© rying on ſuch a Tragedy; in whoſe Heart 

© the old Enemy, who was a Murtherer 
© from the beginning, hath ruled, and doth. 

© And when you have done the worſt you 
can againſt us; May not the Lord then, 
in his Juſtice, cauſe you to drink of the 

© ſame Cup, and to receive the ſame mea- 

© ſure from others, that you have meeted 

| to us 2 | __ . 
J hear thou art very liberal to thy 

© Clerk, in giving him what thou haſt no 


© viz. Twelve-pence a Warrant, and (it 
I miſtake not) ſometimes more: to be 
paid out of the Spoil of the poor ©; 


e timuſſes, that thy - cruel Hand hath ſigned 
© againſt them; beſides the Penalties impo- 
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© Right unto, for writing thy Warrants; 


Hae - 


fers Goods, for all the Warrants and Mit- 


IO * * 
5 „ 


© rants. Let it be plainly underſtood by 


© what Law thou thus proceedeſt: for theſe . 


© Doings of thine give a general Diſlatis- 


faction. One formerly ſaid , There was 
nothing worſe than legal Tyranny. Take 


© heed thou art not. found in it. 


And furthermore Conſider, Do'ſt thou 
not think that other Juſtices, who are 


more Moderate, and tender to their 
Neighbours, are as good Subjects to the 
King, as thy ſelf; and keep as clear a 
© Conſcience, in Diſcharging their Duty, 
expreſſed in their Commiſſion, as thou 
©do'ſt ? who yet never had a hand in Per- 
ſecution; and do ſcorn to make a Spoil. 
© upon ſober People, as thou haſt done: 


© And as their Tenderneſs will be for their 


Honour here, and Peace hereafter : fo 


© thy Rigour will be both to. thy Shame 
* here, and Torment hereafter ; 3 without | 


e « timely Repentance. 


_- © But although I do write thus harply: 3 


Jet I can truly ſay, It is not in Wrath, 
nor Enmity towards thee : but in a fer- 
vent Zeal for God againſt Unrighteouſneſs, 


and in Love and Good-will to thee; hap | 55 
thou mighteſt not go on in that way, wbich 


will end in Miſery. And as a a 
of my Love, I _ an n — 
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« thou alloweſt him any other Wages, than 


this which is thus oppreſlively extorted, 
© becauſe of the Multitude of thy War- 
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55 342 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life „ 
hopes) to viſit thee at thy Houſe, before 
many Months more be expired, if the 

© Lord enable and make way for me: and 
F _ _ © theal think to ſpeak with thee about my 
= © Book, which I lent thee, and thou haſt 
5 neglected to return. Iam 


A lover of Truth and juſt Government, 
; O. 8. 


Underneath I wrote theſe Scriptures. 


2 Sam. 23. 3. He that rules over Men muſt be 
 - guſt, ruling in the Fear of God. 
Matt. 7. 12. Whatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to them: 
for this is the Lawand the Prophets 
ſaith the only Judge and Lawgiver, whi 
= is to be heard in all things; and He, auld 
Mm © his Sayings, ought to have the Prehemi- w 
—_ rence above all Men, and their Laws. 
r 115 2 1 | lat 
It was not long after this, that the Quar- br 
_ ter-Seſſions came on again; and was holden of 
at Newbery , on the 28th and 29th of this rec 
2d Month 1685. to which we were brought,  m 
and called in Court on the laſt Day of the the 
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began with Samuel Burgis, asking him, Whe- 


gana little: But Staples and Craven ſoon in- 
fiercely preſſing upon him, and urging him 


to give a direct Anſwer, whether he would 
: take the Oath, or not? - 


work with us, demanded whether all, 


to expect to have, ſach Promiſes performed 
accordingly ? 


." * 
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ther he would take the OQatn. te 
Samuel deſired liberty to Speak, and be- 


terrupted, and were very rugged and bad; 


Then the Clerk called all Five of us by 
our Names, and being willing to make ore 


either of us would take the Oath. 1 7 ochs 
upon I deſired leave to ask the Court one 
Queſtion; which was this. Whether if tbe 
Chairman in the Court did promiſe us, the 
Priſoners, any thing touching your Pro- 
ceedings with us; we may not have ground 


The Chairman anſwered, We know net 
what you mean. 

This, ſaid I, is the plain Caſe. Att 35 
laſt Seſſions at Reading, An Indictment was. 
brought againſt us, for Refuſing the N 
of Allegiance: to which we (being EY 
red to Plead) did all plead not Guilty. -T 6 
my. ſelf asked Sir Thomas Holt (who was. 
then Chairman) Whether that was the ſame 
Indictment which we ſhould be tried by at 
the next Seſſions at Newbery ? or whether 
they intended to have another? and he 


ce Þlalaly we 2 hare the Au 5 | 
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B Ame Indictment, without any Alteration; 
Tam perſwaded Juſtice S:aples cannot but 
remember it. But he would not own that 
dae remembred it; neither would they give 
any direct Anſwer to it: but endeavoured 
= to put us by it. Yet ſeveral of us ſpake to 
1 this Effect, That ſeeing there was an In- 


| 
{ 
[ 
: 
. 
0 

dictment framed againſt us at the laſt Seſ- 

fions, and we were then compelled to I k 

Plead to.it ; we looked upon it to be very b 
„ unreaſonable, and unfair in them now to I n. 
= ſeek new matter againſt us: but either to li 
_— Diſcharge us, or elſe go on to Trial upon d: 
RY that Indictment. 0 
_—_—_ After ſome more ſuch- like Diſcourſe 82 
{ oF” (which they ſeemed little to regard) the in 
i Chairman proceeding, ſaid, ab 


= 7 * Gentlemen, This is the "ſecond Tender 
* . . of this Oath; and if you Refuſe, Pl] tell 
1 *you the Penalty i is great : for you will in- 
cur a Premunire, which is to forfeit all your 
Goods and Chattels, and to be Priſoners 
E whit you live. Therefore, if-you have 
any Love to your Liberties, or Regard to 
1 . your Families, I do adviſe you not to ſtand 
it out thus Obſtinately againſt the King's 
Laws, in Diſobedience, as you do: for the 
SWGW.cripture ſays, That he that will not pro- 
=— ide for his Family, is worſe than an In- 
4 Fel. 
I preſently replied, Seeing the penalty 
15 ſo great z and haſtice Staples ſaid Dy 
ay 


tation amongſt his Neighbours was very 
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Pay to the Jury, in a Caſe of Felony; r A 
the Laws are very tender of the Lives; Li- I 
berties and Limbs of the King's Subjects; 
and ſince this is, it ſeems, the laſt Oppor-s 
tunity we are like to have, to ſpeak in our 

own Defence; and our Liberties and EE. 
ſtates (which, except our Lives, is our all 
in this World) lie at Stake, and the Lord 
knows that we would gladly enjoy our Li- 
berties, as well as other men; and do ho-. 
neſtly endeavour to provide for our Fami- ⁊ 
lies, according to our Capacities: but we | 
dare not diſobey the Lord, by breaking the 
Commands of Chriſt ; and ſo hazard the 
Salvation of our Souls, whatever we ſuffer 


in this World. And ſeeing we area peace- - 


able People, againſt whom no juſt Ground 
ſo much as of Suſpicion of Diſloyalty to 2 
the King, or of any Attempt to Subvert 2 
the Government, can be juſtly charged; 
our Converſations having been manifeſt to 42 
be peaceable towards our Neighbours, .a-- 
mongſt whom we have lived in this Coun- 
ty, almoſt all our time. And as Juſtice. 
Staples ſaid very well to the Jury this Day, 
in a Caſe, of Felony, That a Man's Repu-* 


much to be obſerved, and would go a great 
way towards the finding of a Perſon Guil- 
ty, or Acquitting him: So I hope our In- 
nocent Deportment hitherto ought alſo in 
ae to be regarded: * e of 
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en any Suſpicion of being dangeron 
to the King and Government. And ſince 
-there isno Law, that compels you to ten- 
der us this Oath, who are Perſons you have 
no Cauſe to ſuſpoct (for it is not the Sub- 
ſtance, or Matter contained in the Oath, 
that we ſtick at; but becauſe it is an Oath, 
and we dare not Swear at all, becauſe Chriſt 
-hath forbidden us:) therefore it muſt needs 
be very hard Meaſure, for you to impoſe 
this Oath upon us, which is attended with 
$Þ great a Penalty, whereby to ruin us, and 
our Families, abſolutely as to this World. 


would be done by. For the Lord knows 
our Innocency, and will ſurely Reward 
both you and us, in due time, according 
to our Doings. - 

Upon hearing this, the Juſtices ſeemed, 
for the preſent, ſomewhat more Mild and 
Calm: which made way for Samuel Burg 


to ſpeak ſomething alſo, tending ta the 


fame Purpoſe; which they patiently heard. 


But then the Clerk intimating that we 


*were Premunired, becauſe we refuſed to 
| Plead: I thereupon anſwered, What! Pre- 
munire us without being Indicted? We 
Know of no Indi&ment here was to Plead to. 
The Chairman thereupon faid, It is the 
Jadgivent of able Lawyers, that Refuſing 

the aan ern time 9 a Pre- 
ire. What! 


* 


I deſire you to Conſider of it, and do by. 
us, as you your ſelves, in the like Caſe, 


_ without Indictment; or Jury. 


and did read it: and then they called us to 
Plead to it, Guilty, or not Guilty. And 


1 F'OLT v ER SANSONS: 347 Be 1 
© What ! ſaid I, without any Jury ! This 3 
b 4 Strange, and a New way, to proceed | 


The Clerk thereupon. ſaid, Here i is an 
Indictment. | 
T replied, Let us hear it then read up 
in Engliſh. Whereupon he filled up the 
Blanks in an Indictment he had ready drawn; 


we all pleaded, Not Guilty in manner and: _ 4 
form. Which done, we deſired our Li- 1 
berty until the next Seſſions, which the 


Chat man told us we ſhould have, if we- 


could get ſome to be bound in Recogni- 
Zzance for our Appearance. We told him, 


we could not enter into Bond in this Cale, . 


becauſe we were innocent, and ſuffered. 


wrongfully : But if (faid we) you pleaſe to Ny a 


take our Words, we will promiſe that (if 
the Lord enable us, that we have Health: . 


and Liberty) we will not fail, but as cer- 


tainly appear, as if we were ever ſo much ; 


Bound. | >; 

Much was ſpoken, in good-will to us; by: A 
Henry Fane ( one of the Juſtices) to per 
ſwade us to give Bail; but we ſtill deſireg 
our Words might be taken: Which being 
refuſed, we were remanded to Priſon — 
gain; where we lay till the. next Quarter- 
Seſſions, -holden-at Abington, on the 21th: 
of phe 5th Month 1685. whither we were! 
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But before we were called in Court, a 
great Exerciſe, and Travel of Spirit came 
3 upon me; under which I cried; and breath- 
ed to the Lord in Secret, that he would 
undertake for us, and ſtrengthen us to ſtand 
Faithful, in the Teſtimony he had given us 
to bear, for his Name and Truth. before 
Men; that he might be Glorified in us, in 
the Sight of our Perſecutors. And as I 
was thus inwardly Exerciſed, in Praying 
to the Lord, and Craving Help from him, 
à Friend acquainted me privately, that 
Thomas Medlicott did offer himſelf to be 
Counſel on our behalf; and that ſome of. 
our Friends were inclinable to accept of it. 
But I ſhewed my Diſlike of it, and told 
the Friends, that in as much as the Cauſe, 
for which we ſuffered, was the Lord's; I 
did believe the Lord himſelf would plead 
it for us, if we depended, and relied upon 
him: So that we need not be beholden to 
an of the corrupt Lawyers, to take our 
= arts ; and my Companions, ſeeing me fo 
= . = reſolved againſt it alſo, and ſpake no 
further of ir. FS 33 
This Thomas Medlicett was a Counſellor 
at kgw; and had been a Juſtice of the 
Peace, and often Chairman at Seſſions : 
but at this time was out of the Commiſ- 
: Lon; and ſome ſaid he was put out for 
favouring Diſſenters. But to proceed, 


z 
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Wee were all called in Court, and te 
Jailor delivered in the Order by which he 
kept us. But Juſtice Craven demanded the 
former Order, upon the firſt Tender of the 
Oath ; which the Jailor, it ſeems, had left - 
behind him at Reading. Then Craven chat- 
ged him to ſend for it, at his Peril: where- 
upon the Jailor was fain to ſend away a 
Meſſenger preſently on purpoſe; who re- 
turning early next Morning, brought it. 
Then were we all called again ig Court, 
Charles Parritt being Chairman; and a Jury _ 
was Impannelled, and Sworn well and tru- 
ly to try the Iſſue between the King (as 
they worded it) and the Priſoners: but 
they might more truly have ſaid, Between 
the Envious Juſtices and the Priſoners at 
the Bar. | 5 
An Indictment was then produced, and 
read againſt us; and Counſellor Mealicatt 
(whom we had refuſed to accept of to plead - 
for us, being now retained by our Adver- 
ſaries to Plead againſt us). ſtood up, and 
ſaid he was of Counſel for the King. = 
Then Anthony Craven and Thomas Fetti- _M 
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r place (two of the Juſtices on the Bench) ü 
e took their Oaths, as Witneſſes againſt us 
x that we had refuſed the firſt Tenderiaf - Ml 
(- the Oath at Reading: and William Grove (the M8 
IT (Clerk of the Peace) was Sworn to-witneſs - Ml 
our Refuſal on the ſecond Tender. After 

which Counſellor aralicott pleaded much, 
Wm. 5 as ; 
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as did alſo ſome of the Juſtices, in Vindi- 
cation of the Indictment; ſetting forth the 
Weight of the Evidence , and how @lear 
and plain a Caſe it was, and out of all 
Queſtion, that we had refuſed the Oath, 
as the Inditment ſaid : and much Pains he 
took in Pleading, to ſatisfie the Jury of the 
Truth of the Indictment, and to incenſe 
them againſt us, that they might find us 
Guilty. But we ſtood all of us Silent; and 
they never ſo much as asked us, Whether 
we had any thing to ſay for our ſelves. 
I let them alone as long as I durſt, to 
ſee what they would do: but when 1 ſaw 
the Jury was (as I thought) juſt ready to 
withdraw; I asked the Court this Que- 
tion, May we have Liberty to ſpeak" to 
the Jury! ? | 
Ves, ſaid the Chairman, you may, if you 


| ; have any thing to fay. 


24 addrefning my ſelf to the MF, 
1 I 0 
5 Neigbbours ant Chaney, 

We might ſpeak * largely touching the 
Innocency of our Cauſe, and the Severity 
we have met with; dut 1 ſhall pafs by 
that at preſent : and ſpeak -only to this 
Indi&ment (which you are to Conſider of) 
as well as my Memory will ferve. (For it 
is to be noted, that the Clerk would not 

let us have a Copy of it, unleſs we would 
give | him an exceſſive Price for it: ſo that 
we. 


She ate Crt 


we had no fuſe e e what was in 


preſs'd, That the firſt Tender of the Oath - 
led) in the 36th Year of the Reign of 


that this Oath could not be tendred to us 


Charles reigned : for it would have been i 
Treaſon in them to have done it. 


| ſel, ſnatching up the Indictment, began to 


us; the Law doth not allow you'to be our 


the Bench. 8 ee 


make againſt the Indiament, relates only 


it, than we could remember by hearing i 4 
once read.) 
In the firſt place, faid I, it is there ex- 


to us was on the 14th of January (ſo cal- 


King Charles the Second, and in the Form 
of words there ſet down: which are to 
this Effect, That we ſhould acknowledge King 
James the Second to be true and rightful King 
of this Realm, &c. Now you mult note, 


in theſe Words, at that time, while King 


Upon that the Chairman, with the Coun- 


Jook upon Thomas Fettiplace and Anthony 
*Craven; and to whiſper together between 
themſelves, with the other Juſtices.” - 
Which I obſerving ſaid, Thomas Fettiplace 
and Sir Anthony Craven, in as much as you 
are our Accuſers, and alſo Witneſſes againſt * 


Judges too: Therefore pray Come down 
from the Bench; or elſe be Silent there. 
Whereupon Jaftice Fertiplace went off from 


Then ſtood up the Counſel,and' to doch 
over the Matter, ſaid, This Objection von 
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E to Matter of Law, which the Bench is to 


EF. -Tudge of: But the Jury is to Judge only 
ef Matter of Fact; whether or'no, the 


Oath was twice tendred, and you re- 


fuſed it. Have you any thing more to ob- 
jet againſt the Indictment? 

I] anſwered, We have more to object: 
But we would have this well weighed by 
the Jury; which of it ſelf ſufficiently proves 

the Indictment falſe. Yet we have, I ſay, 
ſomething to offer touching the Second 

rr 

Let us hear, ſaid the Chairman, what 

= You have to ſay to that. 

Thereupon I went on thus, This Indict- 


I ment fays, That the Oath was tendred to 


us at the laſt Quarter Seſſions at Newbery, 


before Sir Humphry Foſter, Sir Thomas Holt, 


and the reſt, on the 28th Day of April, &c. 
Now to this I object, That there was no 


Oath tendred to us on that Day, neither 
were we ſo much as called in Court that 


Day. 
Here is Mr. Grove bath Sworn it, ſaid 
| the Chairman, ſhall we believe him upon 
= his Oath? or you? 
I do appeal, ſaid I, to Sir Humpbry Fo- 
I fer. bimſelt here preſen ſeeing his Name 
is mentioned in the Indictment; and I do 
deſire him to ſpeak, whether he ſaw us 
called there, and the Oath tendred to us, 
3 — or not. 


Upon 
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OLIVER SANSOM 
Upon that, Sir Humpbry Foſter ſaid, EF 1 
muſt needs ſay, I did not ſee the Oath ten- 
dred to them; nor was I preſent when 
they were called; although I was at the 
laſt Seſſions; and took my Oath there. 
We deſire, ſaid I, the Jury may take no- 


| tice of this. 1 
To wipe this off, the Chairman and 


Clerk both ſpake, and ſaid, There is but 
little weight in this Objection: Becauſe the 
Quarter Seſſions began on the 28th of . 
pril, therefore what was done at that Seſ-" 
ſions, might bear date from that Day; as 
in other Caſes of Law at the Terms held 
at London. And as for Sir Humphry Foſter's 
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not being preſent when the Oath was ten ll 


dred, that argues little, ſeeing he was at 
the Seſſions. 
Then ſaid Edward Swain, one of the pri- 
ſoners, Do not go about to Gloze over a. 

falſe matter. 

At that word the Chairman angrily ſaid, | 
If there be any Jeſuit among you, let him 
read the Indictment: And in a F ume threw 
it on the Table. 

I not liking his Expreſſion, ſaid, If we 
were Jeſuits, or that way inclined ; tis 
probable we might find more Favour from 
yon. 
Whereupon Sir Humpbry Foſter ſaid, von 
do not well, thus to refle& upon the Bench, 
as if we favoured Papiſts. 
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Traly, ſaid I, the meaſure we have met 
with, give us juſt ground ſo to ſpeak. For 
this Oath was provided againſt Papiſts; 
and we have been brought to Seven or 
Eight Quarter Seſſions upon it; but do not 
kuow, that in all this time, one of them 
hath been proceeded againſt for this Oath; 
© though it is m_ known they don't ſcruple 
_ Swearing : I fpeak not this, that I deſire 
their ſuffering; but to ſhew that they have 
more Favour, than we. To the ſame pur- 
pPoſe ſpake another Friend allo. 

Then began the Chairman to ſum up the 


matter to the Jury, to inform them what 


we objected againſt the Indictment, and to 
give them his Anſwer thereunto : But he 
mentioned our Objections but mincingly. 
: Wherefore I made bold to interrupt him, 


dy ſay ing, Pray let us ſtate our own Ob- 


. JeQions our ſelves to the Jury : And not 


E " ſtaying for his Anſwer, went on thus. 


In the Firſt place, I deſire the Jury to 
take notice, 9 the Indictment ſays ex- 
preſly, That the Oath was tendred to us, 
on the 14th of January, in the 36th Year - 
of King Charles the Second, in theſe very 
words: That we ſhould acknowledge King 
James the Second to be the Lawful and 


|; - Rightful King of this Realm, &c. And 


to this, Sir Anthony Craven and Thomas Fet- 


tiplate have both Sworn. . Now if this be 


true, they are Guilty of Treaſon for ſo do- 
Yo | ing: 


* 
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ing: But if it be falſe, then are they Guilty 
of Perjury. This I repeated over again, 
to their ſhame; and with great boldneſs, 
openly ſhewed in the Face of the Country, 
that through their envy againſt us, they 
had brought themſelves under the Guilt of 
either Treaſon, or Perjury; from which. 
they could in no wiſe eſcape, nor excuſe 
themſelves.- | 
When had done, much was ſaid by the 
Chairman, and the Counſel, to ſalve the mat- 
ter; but they never ſo much as went about 
to contradict the Concluſion I had drawn: 
And when they had ſaid all they could, 
they were fain to confeſs it was an Error. 
And then the Chairman proceeded to give © 
the Sum of the whole debate unto the Jury ;- _ 
which, to give him his due, finding him 
{elf well watched, he did pretty fairly. _ 
So the Jury went forth, and after a 
while returning, gave in their Verdict, 
Not Guilty. WE = 4.34, 
Whereupon the Chairman called out a- 
loud, Goaler, Look to the Priſoners; for 
by and by they ſhall be called again. And 
in a little time, we were all brought up 
again to the Bar; and they began to ten- i 
der us the Oath afreſh. But I objected 
againſt their doing, ſaying:  - | 
We being acquitted by the Jury, we de- 
ſire you to diſcharge us; and not ſeek fur- 
ther occaſion againſt us, but let us have 
| 8 
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= , our Liberty, which is our Right, and 


% 


which, in Juſtice you ſhould not refuſe. 
Another of the Priſoners ſaid, We being 
cleared by the Fury, you will deal worſe 
with us, than with Fellons, if you deny us 
our Liberty. And to the ſame purpoſe 
ſpake another of us alſo. But the Chair- 
man bid us hearken to the Oath, And the 
Clerk began to read it: But he being inter- 
rupted, I took the opportunity to ſay: 


upon us; we are well known in the Coun- 
try, having lived near all our time in this 


gcccuſe us, if he can, of doing wrong to a- 


vernment: And as our deportment hath 


* 


been peaceable hitherto, ſo you have no 
GSGBround to ſuſpect us for the future. There- 
fore our Liberty being our Right, which, 
by the Laws of God and Man, we can juſt- 

Iy Claim; we deſire you not to bar us of it. 
The Chairman then told us, It is a dan- 
gerous time, There hath been a great Re- 
tion lately by the Diſſenters; and you 
. are Diſſenters from the Church, and are 

© likely enough to Rebell, if you had Li- 


erty. _ 7 
| I faid, I am perſuaded, that thou thy 
ſeit doſt not believe that we would Plot, or 
Rebell, if we had Liberty. 5 


Then 


We have been Priſoners a long time al- 
ready, and no Evil- doing can be charged 


County: Let any Man come forth, and 


= ny Man, or of Plotting againſt the Go- 
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mel Burgis. 


be your Judge: before whom ye muſt ap- 


, — 


Then the Clerk read the Oath, and they 
proceeded to tender it; beginning with Sa-. 
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Samuel Burgis, ſaid the Chairman, will 
you take the Oath of Allegiance ? . 
Samuel anſwered, We have lived honeſt- 
ly and peaceably, and no Rebellion, nor 
Plotting can be laid to our charge ; nor is 
there any cauſe wherefore this Oath ſhould 
be tendred to us. This, with ſome more 
words of like Import, they took for his Re- - 
fuſal. Andthen tendred it to Jobn Sanſom: 
Who objected againſt the tendring it; and 
that was taken for his refuſal. „ 

Then ſaid the Chairman to me, Oliver 
Sanſom,, will you take the Oath of Alle- 
8 | | 

I anſwered, If I could Swear at all, I 
ſhould as ſoon Swear Allegiance to the 
King, as take any other Oath whatſoever. 
But we are Perſons you cannot Accuſe of 
Evil-Doing: yet your Dealing hath been 
with Rigour, and Cruelty towards us, by 
Confining us in Priſon, and haling us from 
one Seſſions to another theſe ſeven or eight 
times. But for my part, I muſt needs Tay 
that, in this Reſpect, it is no Grief at all 
to me, in that you have given me ſo ma- 
ny Opportunities, to Confeſs Chriſt my 
Lord before Men, whoſe Command is, 
Swear not at all. And 'tis he that will 
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pear, and receive according to your Do- | 
The Chairman thereupon faid , Think 


not that the often Tendring the Oath will 
_ Excuſe you: we muſt Continue it ſtill, un⸗ 


til you take it. 


It ſeems ſtrange to me, ſaid I, that Wiſe 


Men ſhould thus trouble themſelves, to 
| ſeek to Enſnare, and Oppreſs honeſt inno- 


cent Men. Do you think that lying in Pri- 


ſon can be without Charge ? And do you 
"not believe that our Families want us in 
our Buſineſs at Home ? And beſides, it is 
not only a Loſs and Hindrance to us in par- 
ticular 3 but alſo a Dammage to the Com- 
monwealth : for ſeveral of us are known 
to be Induſtrious, and have Imployed many 
at Work. And further, this Oath was 
made for Papiſts, as the Preamble of the 
Statute plainly ſhews. 

Then they read a Branch of the Statute 
of the Third of James, to ſhew that the 
Oath might be tendered to any Perſon a- 
bove the Age of 21 Years; Endeavouring 
thereby to Convince us, "that the Oath 
might be legally tendered to us. 

But pray take Notice, ſaid l, what the 
_ Statute ſays ; viz. That upon Preſentment, 
or Indictment, the Oath might be tendered. 
Now I wenld gladly know, where the Pre- 


| 3 or Indi&ment is, that was the 


- feſt Ground of tendering tic Oath to us: 
'for 
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for unleſs. you can ſheyy that, you ought by 
this Statute to forbear; and not proceed 


—_ 


to tender it, until ſome Preſentment, or 


Indictment be firſt brought againſt us. 
But though we had at that time-a good 
Authority over them; and Dominion in 
the Truth, to our Satisfaction: yet they 
Entred all our Anſwers (or Objections a- 
gainſt their tendering the Oath) for our 


| Refuſal. And then the Chairman ſaid to 


the Jailor, You are to take theſe Men back, 
and ſecure them; and come to Mr. Greve 
when the Court 1 is over, and take an Order 
for them home with you. And ſee that 
you keep them cloſe: for you let one out, 
to dwell in Oxfordſhire; And another, to 
go about and keep Conventicles. I muſt 
take a Courſe with you: Adding more ſuch _ 
threatning words. 

But he, poor Man! was ſoon after ſe- 2 
cured himſelf, and kept cloſe in his Coffin: 
for he died in a ſhort time. 


At parting, I left theſe few words with. —_ 


them; The Lord knows, and our Neighbours 
are Witneſſes, that we are Innocent ;, and have © 


given you no juſt Cauſe , wherefore ye ſhould 


deal thus hardly by us : But, alas for you ! 


You will have the morſt of it in the End; J 
ſay, You will have the worſt of it in the End, » 
if you Repent not. 

So the Jailor went to the Clerk of the 
Powe, and received from him an Order of 
Seſſions, 


n * * 4 * " A 
3 a * 2. un 2 * = 222 e Rk Es : * * N R F N 1 2 * . 
Ap pas... 2 n 22 * Rs * 1 * * AE Py "0 « 8 7 R * 9 : 2 Se * 
P _ * A * * N — I > ay I CS. a ä N 8 ” * = oF 4 4 
* * 2 — . * * = * by 7 . Poe x * 2 4 4 3 3 * 


"tp | Remarkable 1: Puffer f the Life 


Fuſing to take the Oath of Allegiance, 
| 1 - he firſt time of Tender : when 
2 s we 
3 before. 

We were committed now (not as ſome- 
times before, to remain Priſoners till the 


vered by due Courſe of Law: Yet we lay 
there till the next Seſſions. Which being 
holden at Newbery, on the 6th of the 8th 
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. Called by Name in Court. And when the 
Clerk had read the Oath of Allegiance to 
us, Thomas Staples (being then Chairman) 


n 
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Oath * ? : 

Samuel anſwered, I am ſatisfied: that I 
Gould break the Command of Chriſt, if I 
8 mould take it. 

N Then ſaid the Chairman to John Sanſom, 
J Wil you take this Oath ? And withal, the 
Cryer holding the Book to him, ſaid, It is 
2 good Book. 

= ls it a Bible, ſaid John Savſom ? 

1 Les, ſaid the Cryer. 
1 Then I will do, ſaid John Sanſom, as that 
= Bock commands. 

= „The Chairman then, ſpeaking to me, 

85 4 Oliver 2 Will you take this 

ath ? 


I an- 


get ions, to continue us Priſoners, for Re- 


ad had it tendered over and over ; 
next Seſſions, but) till we ſhould be deli- 
Month 1685. we were had thither, and all 


asked Samuel Burgis, wil you take this 
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\ | I anſwered, I do believe, and am fully 
1 perſwaded, that it is not lawful for Chri- | 
| | ſtians to Swear in any caſe. 
I Ihen, it ſeems, we are all Heathens, ald 
the Chairman. 
If, ſaid I, you could Convince me, by 
plain Scripture, that a Chriſt ian might take 
an Oath ; then, if I ſhould refuſe this Oath, 
it would be time enough to puniſh me for 
my refuſal. | 
The Chairman ſlightingly replied, I do 
not know that any Body will trouble him- 
ſelf ſo far with you. 
Then had George White , and after him 
Edward Swain , the Oath. in like manner- 
tendered to them; and their Anſwers ta- 
ken for Refuſals : for indeed, they heeded 8 
not at all what any of us ſaid ; further 
than to Enſnare us by it, if they conld. 
Then, having given the Jailor a fre 
„ Order to keep us ſtill in Priſon; and me .— 
E | cloſe (upon an Information of Juſtice Fit=e. 
is tiplace againſt me, that he had ſeen me a- = 
broad) they adjourned the Seſſions for a 
little time to Wantage ; and we were had 
back to. our old place of Confinement :: 
i. Where I had not been long, before a Con- 
cern came upon me to write once more to: 
© Thomas Fettiplace, who had very ill beha- 
15 ved himſelf, both at the late Seſſions: at 
Newbery, and in the Country where he 
«dwelt, Wherefore, that might Clear 
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leave him wholly inexcuſable, I wrote thus 


Thomas Fettiplace, 


to thy immortal Soul, I do once more 
© viſit thee with a Letter (this third time) 
© with deſire, if it may be, to diſſwade thee 
© from proceeding on, in Cruelty and Per- 
_ <fecution againſt innocent People, for their 
© tender Conſciences towards God; who 
© cannot. believe that Church, and Wor- 
© ſhip to be of God, which thou would'ſt 
© force them to Conform to. What do'ſt 
© thou, and others, think? that your Cru- 
Celty will Convince them that you are in 
the right? Oh imprudent Men! Will it 
-- © not rather the more Confirm them in 
© their Belief, that you are certainly wrong? 
=. *© Becauſe Perſecution is an undeniable Proof, 
and a manifeſt Mark of a falſe Church: 
dL and whatſoever Church or Society ſhall 
1 _ ©impriſon Others, or ſpoil: their Goods, 
© meerly for their Conſciencious Diſſenting 


© Worſhip, can never be accounted the 
© Church of Chriſt x but of Antichriſt. And 
© according to Seripture-Teſtimony, this 
c © falſe Church hath been Carried, and born 
© up in the Acts of Cruelty and Perſecution, 
© by wilful mercileſs Men, whoſe Rage 5 

15 0 


my Conſcience in the fight of God, and 


© FN the Fear of God, and in true Love 


© from, or not Joyning with them in their 


d 
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ſo unreaſonable and bruitiſh , that theß 
are termed The Beaſt, on which ſhe rides. © 
© From whence proceeds the Forcing, and 


© Compelling about Worſhip, and Impo- . 
© ſing upon the Conſciences o tender, peace- : 
able People; and Fining and Impriſon- 
ing them for their righteous Diſſenting: 
© which is abſolutely contrary, and utterly 


© repugnant to the Precepts and Doctrine 
© of Chriſt Jeſus. Who foretold, that his 
Followers ſhould ſuffer ſuch things from 
© their Perſecutors; as we do at this Day 
| ſuffer from you: which to you is a certain 
© Token of Perdition, if ye Repent not; 
© But to us, of Salvation, and that from 
the Lord, if we perfevere i in the Patience 
and well-doing. 

Indeed, the Cry of Oppreſſion batk. 
© been great, ſo far as thy Authority hath” 
© reached, for many Months paſt. And ma- 
© ny Accounts have come to my hands, of 
© 2bundance of Diſtreſſes made on harmleſs 
© People, for no Evil-doing: But I may tru- 
ly ſay, for Well-doing. I intreat thee, 


© Conſider z What Profit, or Benefit do'ſt 


© thou ſee ariſe, by all this great ado, and 
Trouble that by thy means is made in 
© the Country? Doth it not the more ren- 
© der your Worſhip odious, and your Church 
© lothſom, even to thoſe that are at all Re- 
ligious; though as yet Conforming to it? 
Let me perſwade thee to be Serious, and 

. 2 e Fonder 
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.© Ponder well what the End of theſe things 
© will be. For the Lord God, who ſearches 
thy Heart, ſeeth thy Rage againſt him: 
and thy Life and Breath being in his hand, 
he can take it from thee, when he plea- 


© ſeth. And thou haſt great Cauſe to fear 


it: For indeed, theſe thy Doings have 
© highly provoked his Divine Majeſty, and 
greatly grieved his holy Spirit; and his 
Controverſie is againſt thee for it, and 
© the ſtroke of his Fury ſhalt thou ſyrely 
b feel, unleſs thou Repent. 
© And whereas, at the late Seſſions at 
© Newbery, thou did'ſt Inform againſt me, 
© that thou did'ſt meet me in Tubiny Wood; 
© if thou had'ſt asked me the Occaſion of 
© my being abroad, I ſhould readily have 
© told thee the Naked Truth : which was, 
© That of Neceſlity I was in Conſcience 
© concerned, in a Chriſtian Care for the 
© Performance of a Truſt, left upon me by 
£ deceaſed Parents, for their Orphan-Chil- 


dren, during their Minority. But let 


© me, in Meekneſs, ask thee, What have 
© I done? I ſay, what Evil can'ſt thou lay 


© to my Charge, that I muſt be ſo cloſely 


© Confined ; and that thou ſhould'ſt go a- 
. © bout to puniſh the Keeper, for giving me 

© a little Liberty, in ſo needful a Concern ! 
© Truly, It doth manifeſt a mercileſs Mind 
© in thee, that is ready to take all Advan- 


EF . © tages, to ad in Cruelty towards me. And 


_ © now, 
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S | © now, if thou haſt thy Will, to ſhut the 
es | *© Priſon Doors with all ſtraitneſs upon me, 
: | © and Seal me up in cloſe Confinement; 
d, © what wilt thou gain to thy ſelf by it? 
for my God is with me, to Comfort and 
a F * Preſerve me ſtill ; and my innocent Cauſe 
"© | * will he Plead, by his Witneſs in thy Con- 
©ſcience : which will be a Terror to thy 
© Soul, from which thou can'ſt not fly. 
© And now thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf to be 
ly © the Cauſe of my Cloſe Confinement; and 
© the weight of my Suffering will lie at 
thy Door: and of thee will the Lord re- 
© quire it, and requite thee for it, in the 
© Day when he ſhall viſit thee. 
And further, Know this, That my End 
and hearty Deſire herein is, That thou 
© may*ſt come to know Repentance, and 
obtain Salvation for thy poor Soul: and 
© ſo Eſcape that approaching Miſery and 
© DeſtruQion, which thou art haſtening to 
e inherit. 


Reading-Goal, the | 11 3 
oth of the Sth This is ſent, for 4 Warning 
Month, 1683. to thee from thy Cloſe-con- 
fined Priſoner,only for keep 


ing Chriſt's Command. 
OLIVER SANSOM” 
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NE thing more I may mind thee of, 
X which is this. The poor Man of L 
1 © Bourton and his Wife (when thou did'ſt | 
Dance after Hardwick, the Informer's 


38 © Pipe) had their Goods taken away; even 
- © their very Bed they lay on, and their 
* Covering, that ſhould keep them warm, i 
F © by Warrants from thee. And now, that 
( daas tis ſaid) there are no more Goods to 4 
de diſtreined, Thou, with Others, to com- 1 
=. © pleat your Cruelty, and (as much as in < 
= © you lies) their Miſery, have ſent them to 
Priſon; not regarding, if they periſh by [ 
"HY „Hunger and Cold. Oh! Conſider ot it. 0 
1s this the Charity of- your Church, ye 0 
M © would force us unto? and the Mercy of Y 
F _ © you the Chief Members thereof? Be a- 0 
E © ſhamed, and bluſh for theſe Doings; which a 
E © (with many more, that might be men- 0 
6 & tioned) will ſtand upon Record unto fu- a 
= ture Generations, to the Infamy of the 
= 0 * AQors of them. 0! 
1 05. tl 
= 1 21 
= When the next Quarter Seſſions came, Je 


dich were holden at Reading on the 12th 
of the 11th Month 1685. we expected a 
£ Trial; and two of us went with the Jailor 
to the Court: where we waited, until the 

I Court 
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court brake up, for the Juſtices to go to - ., 


\ 


Dinner; and then delivered Two Papers 
to-a Moderate Juſtice, named Humphry Fo- 


| , deſiring him to Communicate them to 
f his Fellow · Juſtices at Dinner. He did ſo: 
- and when they had dined, they ſent to the 
3 Jailor to bring us all Five to the Bear- 
1 tm, where they were; and when we were 
r come thither , Humphry Foſter came to us, 


and ſaid, We have peruſed your Papers : : 
t We way do you reſolve to take? 
We anſwered, We are not reſolved on 


5 any Way: but do hope, the King is in- 
10 clined to ſhew us ſome Favour. 

5 What would you have me do for you, 
y ſaid he? Are ye willing to be called in 


. Court? or not? We anſwered, We rather 
deſire to be paſſed by, and not called. What 
will follow then? ſaid he. We ſhall be quit 
of courſe, replied we; at which he ſmiled, - 
and faid, I can do nothing of my ſelf : But 
do you ſtay here, and Ill come to you. 
. again. . 
So he went into the Room where the 
other Juſtices were, and conſulted with 
them; and after a-while came to us again, 
and ſald: You ſhall not be called in Court, 
. ye may be ſure of it. Then turning to the 
h Goaler, he ſaid, You need not be ſtrict, in 
. keeping them cloſe ; but let them go a» 
r bout their Buſineſs, until the next Seſſons. I 
e = we were diſmiſſed, and the reſt of my Ml 
ef A * Friends 
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Friends did all go to their reſpective Ha- 
-bitations. 

But as for me, I had not been at my 
outward Habitation in above two Years : 


have the Liberty, allowed us by the Juſti- 
ces at the Seſſions. He ſaid, I had a bad 
| Neighbour (naming Juſtice Fettiplace ) who 
he feared would be diſpleaſed, if he ſhould 
Jet me go home. Yet the Goaler. (bearing 
Good-will to me, and willing to ſhew me 
what Kindneſs he could) writ a few Lines 
to this angry Juſtice, to pacifie him; and 
to let him know (in as much as he was not 
' at the laſt Seſſions) what Liberty was then 
granted, and what he had written, he read 
to me; and then gave it me to carry, and 
deliver, as | thought fit. But indeed, when 
1 had conſidered of it, I had not Clearneſs 
to deliver it; becauſe it ſeemed a Cringing 
under the ſaid Thomas Fettiplace (who was 
an Envious, Cruel, perjured or forſworn 
Perſecutor, as is plainly proved before:) 
ſo as to ask his Conſent for my Liberty; 
or in caſe of his diſlike, to return imme- 
diately back to Priſon again. 
However , ſoon after I came home, I 


him ; as I had formerly writ him word I 
did intend to do. But when I came to him, 


ed, in his words and Carriage, very _— 
— WM 
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Wherefore I deſired the Goaler to let me 


went to this Perſecutor's Houſe, to viſit 


he looked very big upon me; and appear- 
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and Churliſh. And when I began to relate 
to him, how kindly the juſtices, at the late 


Seſſions, had dealt with us; he would not 
have Patience to hear me; but brake forth 
in opprobrious Word, and bitter Railing 
againſt the Goaler, for letting me go. 


Wherefore ſeeing him in ſuch a Rage and. 


Paſſion, I came away, and left him. 


This Thomas Fettiplace was a cruel Perſe“ 


cutor of our Friends, (and of other Diſ- 


ſenters alſo, when he could Catch them)- 


at Farringdon, and there- away; in Fining 
and taking away Goods, for not going to- 


the Worſhip he did : and alſo for their 


Meeting together to Worſhip God. His 
inveterate Envy and Malice he exerciied 
againſt them with all his might. The Doors 
of our Meeting-Houſe at Farringdon were, 
by his Command, ſhut up, and faſtened in 


an Extraordinary. manner, with Locks and.. 
Chains; and the Windows nailed up. Aud Ml 
thus his wilful Tyranny was exerciſed: a- 5 = 


gainſt us, for a long time. 

But when our Friends heard that I was 
likely to come home, and to have ſome Li- 
berty again; they got open the Doors of- 
our Meeting- "Houſe, a Week or Ten Days: 
before I came out of Priſon : Which they: 
did in Kindneſs to me, that this raging 


Perſecutor might not lay the Blame 1 = 


me, for the Opening of chem. 
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Now when I was come home, he ſoon 
began to play his Pranks again ; and that 
he might prevent our Meeting together, 
he commanded the Pariſh-Officers not to 
- ſuffer the Quakers to have their Meetings: 
threatning to Fine them Five Pounds a- 


He had an Inſtrument, or Tool, very fit 
for his hand, one John Edmundfo , an en- 
vious Man, and an Informer; one who was 


our Friends, to Anſwer the Fines unjuſtly 
impoſed by, our Perſecutor Fettiplace; and 
was therefore by him ſtiled Judas, that 


carried the Bag. And this Judas, or Ed- 


mundſon, being then one of the Church- 
wardens (fo called) ſent and got together 
the reſt of the' Officers, viz. Henry Burden 
(the other Warden) John Knight and Henry 
Gneſs, Tithing-men, with other Aſſiſtants; 
and on the laſt Day of the 12th Month 


1685. (being the Firſt Day of the Week) 
came to our Meeting-Houſe in Farringdon, 


where we were Aſſembled, to the Num- 


ber of about 30, or 40 ſi itting in Silence, 


waiting upon the Lord. And when they 
had pulled and haled, till they had got us 


All ont of the Meeting. Houſe, the ſaid 
Edmund ſon, plucking a Key out of 
is Pocket, locked the Door, and ſo ſhut 

us out of our own Houſe. 


Then on the Third day following (which 
was 


piece, if he found them Negligent therein. 


very Officious to take away Goods from . 


oo 
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was the 2d. of the 1ſt Month 1695.) a 
Petty Seſſions was holden at Farringdon, by 


iS. 4 SY * por 


more (namely Humphry Hyde and HenryPure- 
fe) who, eſpecially the latter, did little 
| more than ſit like Cyphers, to fill up the 
number, and make Fettiplace the bigger Fi- 
gure. And Edmundſon having, Informer- 
like, drawn up a Liſt of all our Names, 
who were at that Meeting, and ſet bis 
hand to it; would have had all the other 
Officers have ſigned it too; but ſome of 
* them Refuſing, he complained of them to 
Fettiplace ,, who ſending for them, threat» 
ned them to ſend them to Goal, unleſs they. 
would ſet their Hands to it. 

That done, he Commanded the Conſta- 
ble of the Hundred, to fetch me forthwith: 
before them; charging him to Search the 
Town for me: and if he could not find me in 
the Town, to Search the Hundred. The Con- 
ſtable thereupon came to my Houſe ; and 
when he ſaw me,he wiſhed I had been out of 
his Way, that he had not lighted on me. 
I bid him not be troubled : for I did not fear: 

what they could do againſt me; and readily; 
went with him to the Seſſions. | 
But as ſoon as ever I came in Sight of 
them, Feetiplace thus ſaluted me; 
Oliver, I muſt ſend thee to Goal. Why 
did'ſt thou not deliver the Letter that 
Thorp ſent by thee ? or was there any Let- 
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the ſaid Thomas Fettiplace and two juſtices 


ter ? I cannot tell. Yes, if 
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Ves, ſaid I, there was a Letter. Why 


did'ſt thou not deliver it then? ſaid he. 


Becauſe, ſaid I, thou did'ſt fall into ſuch a 


Paſſion, calling him Knave, and ſuch like 
bad Expreſſions, that I knew not how to 


fpeak to thee. 


_ * He ſaid, Thou cameſt to my Houſe to 
Affront me: and it ſeems, had a Letter 
for me, and would'ſt not deliver it. 


+ Eanfwered, I.marvel thou wilt offer to 
ſpeak ſo, when as I gave thee no manner 
of Provocation at all; and yet thou waſt 
fo extream Angry. Os 
Then his Brother Hyde, to help him, 
faid, Yon ſhould firſt have delivered the 


Letter ; which might probably have pre- 


vented his Anger. Why did you not de- 
Liver it firſt? 6s | 
I anſwered, The Letter was written for 
my ſake, and about my Concern; and l in- 
tended, in the firft place, to relate the 


- Matter more fully, than the Letter did ex- 
bbs touching the original Cauſe. of the 


uſtices Kindneſs to us at the laſt Seſſions. 
Yet I never ſaid I was diſcharged. 

Thou art diſcharged, ſaid Fertiplace, I'll 
zuſtifie it, thou art diſcharged. But I don't 


know (added he) that I called Thorp Knave ; 


but yet, he being an Officer under me, if 


he do play the Knave,and not do his Duty, 


he may be told of it. 
| Thou 


of Affront, when I was at thy Houle. 


looking about him, ſaid, Where is one of 
the Officers! Call him. And when the Of- 


ing, or Speaking at the Meeting ? - 


any Warrant. 22 


when you came in? 


tous Meeting by Law; unleſs we had met 
with Weapons, or the like, to the Terrour 
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Thou oughteſt then, replied I, to have 
told him his Fault to his Face; and not 
have railed againſt him behind his back. But 
as for me, I am ſure I gave thee no kind 


Then ſaid Fettiplace, Here is an Account 
that thou, and many more, had a Meeting 
at the Meeting-Houſe laſt Sunday. And 


ficers came, he ſaid to him, was not this 
Man (pointing to me) Teaching, or Preach- 


The Officer ſaid, When we came to di- 
ſturb them, he asked us, er we had 


Ha 


Was he not Speaking, Ta fd Juſtice Hyde, 
The Officer anſwered , I heard him fay 
nothing elſe. LED 
Then, ſaid Fettiplace, Either it muſt be 
a Riotous Meeting, or a Conventicle ; If 
a Riotous Meeting , we muſt Fine them, 
and ſend them all to Goal : but if a Con- 
venticle, we muſt proceed to levy Fines 
according to the Act. 
I ſaid, You cannot conclude it a Rio- 


of the People. 

We know, ſaid Juſtice Hyde, that they 
40 Ns meet there for Worſhip. _ 
Fig 


248 
* 
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e added, And there the Meeting- 
Houſe 4 have lately been broken open; 
aud we will lay that upon thee, ſaid he, 
Lg. to me. Conſtable, have him a- 

way, ſaid he. 

I deſire, ſaid I, to know what Law I 
have tranſereſſed. 

You are not ſo ignorant ( aid Juſtice 
Hyde) but you know the Law againſt Con- 


Fx. 2 SHEA 
=» 
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= venticles. And with that, he bid the Clerk 


read part of the Act againſt Conventicles ; 
the Beginning (ſaid he) which ſhews the 
Reaſon of the Statute: whereupon the Clerk- 
read the Preamble of the Act: And when 

T faid, If our Mee tings were indeed ſuch 
2s are here deſe Med; then you might juſtly 
proceed againſt us: But we are no ſuch 
People; our Meetings are not, nor ever 


were ons, nor our Practices any way 


the Plots and Conſpi N that have been? 
| Have they not been all contrived at ſuch 
E Mectings? And that I might not have time 
to Anſwer, he angrily commanded the Con- 
ſtahle to take me away. So that I had only 
time to ſay, I am an Innocent Man. The 
Lord forgive you all. 


S0 
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So the: Conſtable had me away to the 
Tithingman, and in a little time, the fol- 
lowing Mittimus was ſent after me. 


Berk ſſ. Tothe Tithing-Man of the Port 
of the Pariſh of Farringdon: 

And to the Keeper of his 

Majeſty's Goal in Reading. 


"THeſe are in his Majeſties Name, 
| to Will and Require you, that 
upon ſight hereof, you Convey the Body 
of Oliver Sanſom, to his Majeſties 
Goal at Reading, for being taken at a 
publick Quakers Meeting-Houſe with 
ſeveral others, at Farringdon aforeſaid, © 
upon Sunday laſt. Which ſaid Quakers. 
 Meeting-Houle, was above a Tear ago, F 
Locked up by Command of the Juſtice. 
of the Peace of this County, and did ſo 
Continue, until the ſaid Oliver Sanſom 
was let out of Priſon, by Mr. Thorp 
Keeper of the ſame. And theſe are like- 
Wiſe to Command the Keeper of the ſaid 
Goal, to receive him into his Cuſtody, :; 
and him ſafely to keep, until he ſbal b 
delivered by due Courſe of Law. Here. ol 
of fail not at your Perils : Given under 
our Hands and Seals at Farringdon © 
aforeſaid,, the 2d Day of March, Ml 
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A Dom. 1685. 
. Henry Purefoy. 
7 Humphry Hyde. 


Tho, Fettiplace. 
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When the Tithing-Man had received 
this Mittimus, being at that time full of 

- © Buſineſs, he deſired me to take it my (elf, 
and go to Priſon by my ſelf, and excuſe 
bim from going with me. Sol willing to 
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Eaſe the Officer, went 25 Miles by my ſelf 
to Priſon, and carried the Mittimus along 
with me in my Pocket 

There l lay till the next general Quarter 


Seſſions, which was holden at Newbery, in 


the Second Month, 1686. Before which 
time, King James had publiſhed a Procla- 


mation of Liberty, to Priſoners on Religi- 


ous accounts. Whereupon the Goaler 
made a Calendar of all our Names (who 


by this time were come to be 14 in Num- 


ber) and of the Cauſes of our Commitments ; 


and delivered it to the Juſtices, on the Firſt 


Day of the Seſſions, Thomas Staples being 
then Chairman; and the next Day (being 


the Fourteenth of the Second Month) we 


the Prifoners drew up a ſhort Paper, to be 
preſented to the Juſtices z of which this is 
a Copy. 
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Berks ſſ. To the Kings Juſtices, at the 
Quarter Seſſions for the ſaid 
| County, held at Newbery,the 
14th Day of the Month cal- 
led April, 1686. 


Theſe humbly ſhew, ä 
HA whereas the King by his late Pro Ml 
clamation, bearing date the 10th of the © - 
Month called March laſt, hath been pleaſed to 
grant a free and general Pardon, Releaſe and 
Diſcharge, unto ſuch of his ſubjects as are con- 
victed of a Premunire , or Indicted in order 
thereunto, or Proſecuted for not coming to 
Church, &c. And we being Perſons under 
ſuch Proſecntions, moſt of us now near Three 
2 Years, do hereby deſire you alſo to Commiſſe- 
rate our Sufferings, and grant us the benefit of - 
the ſaid Proclamation, ſo as to be diſcharged of 
our Impriſoment, to follow our lawful Callings, as 
the King's Subjects, fearing God, ought to do; 
who deſire and Pray for the Peace and welfare 
of all Men. RF | 


From the Priſoners called Qua- 
kers, who are now attending 
the Court, to know your plea- 
ſure concerning us. 


This Paper was given into the hand of 
the Lord Sterling, and ſoon after I 
- . 2 - 7 
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Wee Clerk in open Court: Whereupon 


we were called for, and the Goaler was 


=. commanded to ſhew the Warrants for our 
> Commitments. And Thomas Fettiplace bid 


him bring forth the laſt Mittimus for me ; 
which being read, the Chairman ſaid, 


this is alſo before the date of the Procla- 


mation. 5 
I obſerved upon it to the Court, That 
my laſt Mittimus did exceed the ſeverity of 


ftthßhe Statute that was mentioned to be pro- 


ceeded by; which was 22 Car. 2. againſt 
Conventicles; which, if I had been found 
a Tranſgreſſor of it, extended no further 


than to Fining, not to Impriſoning. 


The Chairman anſwered, *Tis true, that 
Act extends but to pecuniary Puniſhments. 


juſtifie it; but what can juſtifie him for ſay- 


ing ſuch a falſe thing?) Therefore (ſaid the 


Chairman) you might be Committed again, 


i a Juſtice of Peace ſaw meet, without any 


other Crime objected. But now (added he) 

you ſhould have brought your Plea, to ex- 

emplifie your Caſe to be within the Pro- 

clamation. What can you Plead for your 
| | 


I know no need, replied I, that there 


is to Plead, or fay much in this Caſe: for 
clearly 
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But you were not diſcharged from the for- 
mer ( Juſtice Fertiplace, when he commit- 
ted me, ſaid I was diſcharged, and he would 
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OLIVER SANSOM: 279 
clearly included in it; and we ought to be 


diſcharged, according to the true Intent 


thereof. = 
Juſtice Fettiplace taking hold of the Chair- 


man's words (vz. that we ſhould have 


brought our Plea to Exemplifie our Caſe). 
and grudging us the King's Favour , ſaid, 


Mere it to me, they ſhould Exemplifie it. 


But he was took down by Juſtice Whit- 
field, who ſaid, I ſpake lately with the At- 


torney-General ; and he certified me, That 9 


the King's Pleaſure was, That ſuch People 
ſhould have the full Benefit of the Procla- 
mation: and that he had a peculiar Favour 


for that ſort of People, for their quiet and | 


peaceable Demeanour. 
Fettiplace hearing that, ſaid, Is it ſa! I 


did not know ſo much. Be 


The Chairman then, ſpeaking to us t 
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Priſoners, ſaid, If you are diſcharged to ä 
Day, and you keep Meetings again, on, 


will quickly be in the ſame Condition, ik 


you will ſtill break the King's Laws; un- 


leſs the King will extend Mercy to you eve- . 


ry Day. And by your keeping Conventi- 
cles, you ſhew yaur ſelves to be ſome of the 
greateſt Enemies to the Church. _ 


While he took Breath, I interpos'd, and a 1 


ſaid, We worſhip God in Sincerity, accord- 
ing as he hath given us to believe in our 


Conſciences: and herein I cannot ſee how ' I 
wie can be Enemies to the true Church. - i 
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3 When l had ſo ſaid, The Chairman went 
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on, with many Words and amoniſhing us 


do be Subject to the Laws, now that the 


King had ſhewed us ſo much Mercy, as to 
paſs by what is paſt : And then pronoun- 
ced us Cleared, and diſcharged by the 


King's Proclamation; yet added, If you 


will not take Warning, you'll quickly be in 
Trouble again. 
I will aſſure you, ſaid Fettiplace, I will 


B . Not be afraid to Commit you again, if I 
fad you tranſgreſſing the Laws, while the 
E fame Laws are in being. 


Then ſtood up the Clerk of the Peace, and 


asked us for Fees. And the Chairman, ſecond- 


ing him, ſaid, Although the King diſcharge 

you from your Impriſonment : yet he doth 

not diſcharge you from paying your Fees. 
I asked the Clerk, What ſhould we pay 


* © thee Fees for? Is it for Drawing up Indict- 
ments againſt us, and Swearing againſt us, 
And that falſely too, as thou haſt done? 
But (added I) if there be any Law that 


allows thee Fees, I queſtion not but the 


fame Law preſcribes a way to recover them : 


and if we, being at liberty, do not fulfil the 
Law (when we know it) thou may'ſt take 


FE thy Courſe againſt us. 


The Chairman thereupon ſaid, Inaſmuch 


as he is our Officer, if you refuſe to 


him what is his Due, we muſt Commit you 


to 1 until you do pay it: that is tha 
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Remedy the Law provides for him; But 
il he demands more than his Due, we will 
take a Courſe with him. 

I anſwered, If we muſt be Committed 
to Priſon again, I hope the Lord will ive 
us Patience to bear it. 

Then a Friendly Man that ſtood near, 
asked the Clerk how much he demanded, 
And he (after ſome little Pauſe) anſwered, 
that it came to near Three Pounds a: Man: 


for, ſaid he, I have had nothing from them 


all along. 

I, over-hearing that, ſaid, Before I ſhall 
conſent to this, I ſhall chooſe to lye in 
Priſon as long as I live, | 

The Clerk fearing he ſhould get Nothing, 
began to fink, and ſaid, I do but mention 
It; I ſhall leave it to your ſelves to give 
me what you will: Give me any thing, what 
you pleaſe ; but come to my Chamber, or 
one of you at leaſt. | 

I ſeeing him come down, and that he 
rather asked ſomething of us as a Gift, than 
demanded it as a Due; asked him, Why 
may it not be as well to come to thy Houſe 
at any other time, when thou may'ſt be 
more at leiſure ? He anſwered, I Would 
have you rather come to my Chamber, 
when the Court breaks up. 

[ replied, If we ſhould, 'tis like thou wilt 
be very buſie then. At which ſomew the 
| Juſtices ſmiled, as if they thought we ought 
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to avoid ſpeaking with him. Which J ob- 


ſerving, ſaid to them, Miliam Grove the 
Clerk hath ſome knowledge of us. He knows 
we are no Sherkers : if we engage, or pro- 


miſe any thing; he knows we don't uſe to 


fail in performing. 


The Clerk owned it; ſaying, 1 know 


you very well, that you may be truſted. 


And the Chairman added, I muſt needs 


ſay this for them, They are a ſort of Peo- 


red together about him; and calling to 


ple, that when they ſay the word, they 
do look upon themſelves bound to per- 
form it. Thus at length were we all diſ- 
charged, after we had been Priſoners, moſt 
us near three Years; and ſome above. 
Now as touching the Clerk, we confer- 


Mind that he had formerly ſhewed ſome 


_ Kindneſs, when our Friends were Preſent- 


ed, and Indicted as Poptſh Recuſants : We 


found Freedom, ſeeing he now left it freely 


to us, to make up a ſmall Sum; and to- 


wards the Evening two or three of us went 


and gave it him at his Chamber, and he 
was Thankful for it. But as to the Man 


_ himſelf, though he carried himſelf ſmooth 


atop towards us: yet in the main he was 


in himſelf a wretched wicked Man. He 
had joined with Velman and Smith, thoſe 


two perjured Informers, to fruſtrate us in 


our Appeals, that we could not have ju- 
ice done us: whereby they eſcaped the 


mes 


a. _ a . 


* 
a _— OY OIL SORE Wu 3 * 


wm om £4 e .o.: cc io. oa 


Q to, qo od 2 


py jay 


of OLIVER SANSOM. 383 
Pillory, and he got Twenty Pounds Coſts 
from us to himſelf ; as is before related. hi 


And as he lived a wicked Life; ſo he made 3 'F 


a wretched End: for ſoon after we were 


ing in great Horrour of Mind, and fearing 
as was confidently reported) that the De- 
vil would fetch him away. And in that 
terrour Death fetch'd him away. - 

As for thoſe perjured Informers ; Wel- 
man became miſerable poor; and within 
four Years after, he was taken with a Sore 
Diſeaſe ; of which in a few Days he died. 
His Wife fell Sick alſo about the ſame 
time; and died ſoon after him. His eldeſt 
Daughter (who was a luſty Maid, and at 
Service) was, about the ſame time taken 
with a grievous Lameneſs ; ſo that ſhe be- 
came a Cripple : and with the reſt of his 
Children, became a great Charge to the 
| Pariſh of Farringdon. 

Angel Smith, the other Informer, grew 
very poor alſo; and ran ſo far in Debt, 
that (not daring to ſhew his Face, as I fore- 
told it would: be with him) he was fain to 
fly the Country; leaving his Wife and Chil- 
dren in a poor Condition. 
Now when I was got home, I ſettled _ 

my Buſineſs, with my Wife and Family, as 
before. And when ! felt the Drawingglhf 
the Love of God in my Heart, to vllt 
Friends in their Publick W qbroady „ 


ſet at Liberty, he died very miſerably ; be- 3 Hh 
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15 * I went often forth, both in our own Coun- 


ty of Berks, and the adjacent Counties; as 
Oxford/hire, Glouceſterſhire, Wiltſhire, Briſtol, 
and other Places. And after a Year was 
thus ſpent, I had a Preſſure upon my Spi- 
rit, to viſit my dear Friends once more in 
Ireland; and it pleaſed the Lord to pro- 
vide me a Fellow-Traveller for that Jour- 
ney. For while I was preparing for it, it 
was ſo ordered that I did meet with my 
dear Friend, and Brother in the Truth, 
John Beard of Nailſworth in Glouceſter ſhire : 
and when he underſtood how my Spirit was 
engaged, he was made free to be my Com- 
panion in that Service, And thus we ſet 
forward. * . 
On the 18th Day of the Second Month 
1687. I left my own Habitation in Far- 
ringdon, and having viſited Friends, in my 
way, at Cirenceſter, I went to Nailſworth 
at Night. 1 „ 
Early next Morning, John Beard and 1 
ſet forward on our Journey; and coming 
to Painſwick, tarried a while with Friends 
there; and then paſſed on to Glouceſter : 
» Where alſo we made a little Stay with 
Friends,and paſſed to Tewksbery that Night; 
but had not a Meeting there, though we 
ſaw moſt of the Friends there. 
The next Day we went to the Weekly 
Meeting at Parſbur, where the Lord was 


I good to us; which greatly Comforted and 


Encou- 
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' Encouraged us in our Journey: Bleſſed b@ 5; 


his Name for ever. 


The Day following we went to. 2 5 a 
fer, and had a good Meeting with Friends 


there; wherein the Faithful were refreſhed 
and ſtrengthened : and the Lord, in whom 


all our freſh Springs are, was glorified ; 
who is worthy. to be Bleſſed and Praiſed 


for ever. 


From thence we went next day to Bewaly; 


where, through the Lord's continued love, 
we had alſo a good Meeting with Friends, 
to our mutual Satisfaction. 3 

We came next Day to Shrewsbury, where 
was a Friend of Brouſly buried that Day, 


(which was the 23th of the 2d Month.) And 


although we could- not get thither early 
enough for the Meeting at the Burial : yet 
we came in before the Friends, that ac- 


companied the Corps, were gone out of 


Town. Whereupon they all (fave one or 
two) tarried there that Night; that they 


might be at the Meeting next Day, which 


was the Firſt Day of the Week : and by 
that means, the two Meetings of Shrews- 
bury and Brouſly were moſtly joined toge- 
ther that Day. And the living God, who 
doth never fail them that truſt in him, did 
graciouſly appear, torefreſh and ſtrengthen 
the tender-hearted, to their great Joy and 


Encouragement : for which, let the Praiſe _. 
and Glory over all be aſcribed to him for 
eyer. 8 Next 
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6 Remarkable Paſſages of the Liſe 
Next Day we went to Weich- Bool, and 


viſited Friends there. And the Day fol- 
lowing, being the 26th of the 2d Month, 


ave came to Toloberon, where Charles Lloyd 


lived. 5 „ 
At this Place was the Vearly Meeting, 
for all Wales, holden that Day; and the 


bleſſed Preſence of the Lord was won- 
- derfully manifeſted among Friends, to the 


Tenderiog of many Hearts. And his over- 
coming Love did ſo prevail, that many 
precious Teſtimonies were given forth, 
through many Veſſels; as well in the Welch 
Tongue, as in the Engliſh, to the Praiſe 
and Glory of the Lord, and to the Edify- 
ing of the Aſſembly ; which at that time 
was exceeding great, and held about Seven 


We tarried there alſo the next Day, at 


their Weekly-Meeting : where alſo (as be- 


fore) the Lord was pleaſed to renew a 
precious Senſe, of the Continuation of his 
ve and Goodneſs to his waiting ones; 


bleſſed and praiſed be his worthy Name for 


evermore. 5 
From thence we paſſed next day to La- 
noothin; where we had a good Meeting a- 


mongſt the Welch People. And the ſame 


Day we went to Thoingaly, near Baſia; 


80 where we had a little Meeting the Day fol- 
lowing in the Evening: in which, the Lord, 
according to his wonted Kindneſs, reward- 


ed 
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ed them that diligently waited on him; 
anſwering the Sincere deſire of their 


£ Souls. 


There we ſtay'd till the Firſt Day fol- 
lowing (which was the Firſt Day alſo of 
the Third Month;) and then had a pretty 
large Meeting there, in the Meeting-Houſe, 
that was near to the Friend's Houſe where 
we Lodg'd : and a precious Meeting it 
was; for the Lord's Power and Preſence 
was over all, Bleſſed be his Name for 
evermore. 

Then early next Morning, we ſet for- 
ward for Holy- Head ;, being by Friends ac- 


commodated with a Guide, and we got 


thither in two Days; it being 50 long 
Miles, and moſt of it mountainous, rough 
and very bad Way. | 

There we parted with both our Guide 
and our Horſes; giving him Money to bear 
his Charges, and to have back the Horſes 


to the Friends to whom we had Sold them: 


for we had Sold them ſome Days before; 
only agreed to have them to Carry us to 
Holy- Head. | 

Here we tarried, waiting The 4 Paſſage, | 
until the 8th of the 3d Month. And that 
Day, about Four in the Morning, we went 


on Board a Veſſel (ſome call it a Pacquet- 


Boat) which commonly carries Poſt- Letters 

and Pacquets between England and Ireland. 

T Ty hoiſted Sails, but had much ado to 
8 2 get 
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get forth of the Harbour: but when once 
they were got clear of the Land, the Ship 
Sailed mighty ſwiftly, the Wind blowing 


very ſtiff from the South. And it being 


a miſty , rainy Day, the Seamen, fearing 


to fall to the Leeward of the Haven of 


Dublin, bore up hard towards the Wind; 
ſo that when we came to diſcern the Land, 
we found our ſelves juſt right againſt Wick- 
low, 24 Miles South of Dublin. But they 


ſoon tacked, and failing before the Wind, 


got ſafe into the Haven; and the Tide ſer- 
ving , went clear over the Bar; and get- 


ting aſhore, were in the Streets in Dublin 


about the Sixth Hour at Night, juſt as 


Friends were going from their Afternoon 
Meeting. It was the Firſt Day of the Week, 


and abundance of Friends were there ; it 
being the time of the National Half. yearly 


Meeting: which drew Friends thither from 


all Parts of that Nation. | 
Next Morning the National Meeting be- 
gan, at the great Meeting-Houſe, by the 
Ninth Hour. And the glorious Preſence of 
the Lord was manifeſted, to the great Re- 
freſhment, and Confirmation of his Peo- 
le: unto which ſeveral Teſtimonies were 
Dorn, for the ſpace of about three Hours, 
and concluded in Prayer and Praiſes to the 


o 18 
Then the Women withdrawing into an 


Upper Room, the Men continued their 


Meeting 
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Meeting in the ſame Place; and entred 


upon their. Buſineſs : and in great Unity, 
Love and Sweetneſs things were-propoſed, 


debated, managed and concluded, to the 


Mutual Comfort, and Satisfaction of all 


faithful Friends; and then, between the 
fifth and ſixth hour Afternoon, the Meet- 
ing broke up. | 

And ſo ſweet and pleaſing was this Meet- 
ing unto Friends, that they Agreed to meet 
again the next Day at the ſame time and 


place; and to have the Meeting, as near 


as might be, in the ſame manner as the o- 
ther was: which was accordingly perform- 
ed in all Poiats. And the Preſence of the: 
Lord, and his living Power, ſeemed more 
plentifully to overflow the Meeting; and 
brake forth through many Veſſels, even in 
the time of Buſineſs, which did pleaſantly 
obſtru& it for a time; and ſo in great 
Sweetneſs the Meeting concluded at that 
time. But appointed another to be held 
next Day, as a Parting- Meeting, to con- 


_ clude that National Half. years Meeting. 


Accordingly Friends came together, at 
the Ninth Hour in the Morning; and an 
heavenly Openneſs and Tenderneſs, by the 
Lord's Power, was over the Meeting: and 
therein many living Teſtimonies of the 
Love and Goodneſs of the Lord were born; 


to the great Satisfaction of faithful Friends. 
And about the Second Hour, the Meeting 


9 3 con- 


concluded, and Friends 
fort: rejoycing in the Lord, who had been 
ſo exceeding good unto us, in our Solemn 
Aſſemblies, even all the time of this Half- 
years Meeting. 


We were next Day at the Weekly Meet- 


ing in Dublin; where alſo we had renewed 
Cauſe to Bleſs, and Praiſe the Lord our 
God: who never fails to refreſh and ſtreng- 
then them, that fincerely wait upon him. 
But my dear Companion and I, not be- 
ing yet Clear of that City; we tarried 
there the next Firſt-Day alſo; and had 


two very large Meetings: in which we 


found great Openneſs, through the Lord's 
Heart tendering Power, and refreſhing Pre- 


ſence, which was over all 3. Bleſſed be his 


worthy Name for ever. . 
Then next Day we left Dublin, and tra- 
velled Northward, ſeveral Friends accom- 
panying us, to Drougbedah, and lodged at 
Kileneer ; and on the Morrow had a Meet- 
- Ing at the Town of Dronghedah, where 
much People came in: whereof many were 


. faid to be Papiſts; and five or ſix (as we 


were informed) were Friars if not Jeſvits. 


But whatever they were, the Word of 


Troth was preached, in the Authority of 
God's Power, amongſt them; and moſt of 


them demeaned themſelves ſoberly, and 


tarried a conſiderable time; and many of 
them ſtay'd until the Meeting ended. And 
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parted with Com- 
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of OLIVER SANSOM. zor 
the Lord was pleaſed, in tender Mercy, to- 
manifeſt his precious Preſence, to the Com- 
fort and Refreſhment of his breathing Peo- 
ple; unto whom he gave Dominion, in his: 
own Life, over the dark unclean Spirits: 
to the Glory of his holy Name, and pre- 
cious Power; to whom it belongs for ever- - 
KF more. - 
„ After this Meeting, we went to Garlands- 
Town, being accompanied by Friends; and 
- the next Day about 40 Miles to Leggekory 
d And on the Day following wee at the Bu- 
d rial of a Friend, where were abundance of 
e | People; among whom we had a good Op- 
8 portunity at the Grave: and afterwards 
* the ſame Day we went to the Weekly- 
s | Meeting at Bellihagan; and ſtill the Lord's 
Power did ſupport us, to the great Com- 
- fort of the Faithful. * 0 
. Thence next Day we went to a Meeting 
t at Charlom- Mount, and the Day following 
;- (which was the 21th of the 3d Month) to 
e a Six Weeks Meeting, holden at Bellihagan, 
e for the Province of Ulſter, which laſted 
'e two Days; and the ſweet and col 79 


1 ed # © 


8. Senſe of the Power and Preſence of WF =. 7 
tf | Lord was bleſſedly felt, to the Refreſhiffs - 
f | and Confirming of his Heritage, who hath f 
of never ſought his Face in vain : Wherefore 

d let Honour, Glory, and Thankſgivings be 

pf offered up to him for evermore. 


S. 4. From... 
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From hence, after Meeting, we went 
to John Robſon's, at a Place called Tunificar- 


Lurgan-Friends; it being a particular Six 


coming Love was again renewed; to the 
Refreſhing of his People, and to the Glory 
of his ever bleſſed Name. 

Next Day we went to Balenderry, where 
was a precious Meeting, and heavenly Open- 
neſs among Friends; through the lively 
Operation a the Power of the Lord; to 
whom be all living Praiſes aſcribed, for 
evermore. . 


\ 
* 
[ 


We went from thence to Liſnegarvy, on 
on the 26th of the 3d Month; where was 
alſo a very precious open Meeting, eſpeci- 
ally towards the latter End: for the Lord's 
heart tendering Power was revealed, to the 
great Satisfaction of the Faithful, and Re- 
proof of the Slothful. 5 

Then early next Morning, we ſet forth 


for Carrickfergus; where was alſo a good 


the Name of the Lord praiſed and glori- 
- "Hed; who is worthy and bleſſed for ever- 

more. | 4 
From thence we travelled next Day to 
Anrim; and on the Morrow (being the 
Firſt Day of the Week ) were at the Meet- 
ing there: and'the Lord, in his wonted 
Goodneſs, refreſhed the Souls of bis wait- 
ing Oges » ff Next 
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bet; and were next Day at a Meeting with 


Weeks Meeting: where the Lord's over- 


Meeting: Friends were well refreſned, and 


DSS 25 e 2 
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Next Day we took our Journey to James 


to a Meeting, appointed at Glanavy; to 
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More's, nigh to Bellimony; and on the Mor- 
row had a Meeting there among Friends; 
which the Lord made good and precious to- 
us; to the Glory of his own Name, and 
to the mutual Comfort of the Upright in 
P | 

After the Meeting, we came the ſame: 
Day to Grainge; and the next Day (being. 
the Firſt of the 4th Month) went over the 
Band, to a Weekly-Meeting at Tober head: 
where a precious Senſe was again renewed, 
of the Love and Goodneſs of our tender 

God; Bleſſed be his Name for ever. 

We returned back to Grainge at Night, 
and were next Day at the Weekly-Meeting 
there. And the Day following we went 


which many Friends came from about Bel- 
lindery : And at both theſe Meetings, the 
Lord gave us good Cauſe to acknowledge 
his great Goodneſs, ia Anſwering the ſin- 
cere Deſires of his tender-waiting People; 
Bleſſed and Praiſed be his holy Name for 
, 5 - Tel 
Next Day we went. to Vllmore. And 
on the Morrow (being the Firſt Day ß 
the Week) we were at Bellihagan- Meeting: 
and a large, good and precious Meeting, 
through the Goodneſs of the Lord, we: 
had with his People; to our mutual Satis- 


faction, and to the Honour of his glorious 


Name. Ts We: 


. ak E 
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We went next Day to Armagb, and there, 

in the Afternoon, had a Meeting; wherein 

the Lord's Power was eminently mani- 
feſted, to bear up our Spirits, in our Teſti- 

mony to his Truth and Way of Life, a- 

mong many bruitiſh People, and Soldiers 
that thronged in. And after the Meeting 
brake up, there was One ( more wicked 
than the reſt ) broke out in a clamorous 
manaer, vilifying Friends, and our Prin- 

_ Ciples, and our Meetings: but the more 
ſober of the Soldiers appeared againſt him, 
on the behalf of Friends, | 

We took a long Journey next Day, to 
Belturbet; in order to be at the Weekly- 
Meeting there, on the Morrow : and a 

very tender open Meeting it was, to the 

&. ' Glory of our gracious God; whoſe over- 

= ſhadowing Power, andrefreſhing Preſence, 

= was bleſſedly enjoyed, to the Satisfaction 

of his waiting People. 
After the Meeting, we went that Night 
to Cavan; and were next Day at a Weekly- 

Meeting there : where the Lord, in his 
wonted Kindneſs, crowned our Aſſembly 
with his refreſhing Preſence ; bleſſed be his 

_ worthy Name for ever. And after that 

Meeting, we went to Old-Caftle at Night; 

and were at a Weekly - Meeting there next 

Day: and the Lord's Mercy and Goodneſs 

was ſtill continued to us; bleſſed and prai- 

&d be his Name for evermore, Amen. 
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Moat of Gravoge. And the Day following 
(being the Firſt Day of the Week) there 
was a large and precious Meeting. NE 
From thence next Day we went to Eden 
derry, and had a Meeting there on the Mor- 
row; where many Soldiers came in, and 
fate ſoberly to the End : and the Lord's. 
heavenly Power was over all, to the Com- 
fort of the Upright in Heart. 17 
Next Day we went to Mount Meleck, to- 
the Weekly-Meeting there; where again 
the Lord's tender Love was renewed, and: 
his living refreſhing Preſence witneſſed, in 
the midſt of his Gathered Ones: bleſſed 
be his worthy Name for ever. aq i 
Here we made a little ſtop, and (having 
no Opportunity for any Meeting) we ſpent 
three Days in viſiting Friends at A, 
Caſtle-Dermott and Philips-Town. And ia 
this Vacancy, I wrote ſeveral Letters for 
England; whereof one was directed to 
Friends of Reading-Meeting, and elſewhere: 
in the County of Berks : and it was thus-- 


Worded. 

Dear Friends, . 3 
o whom my entire Love ſincerelg 
0 reaches, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


© and Salutes you all, my dear Friends and 
faithful Brethren and Siſters, who are 
concerned in your Souls for God's Cauſe, 


\ 
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= - © and engaged for the Truth, as it is in 
I Jeſus. our Lord; againſt him that is out 
»* of Trutb, whatſoever Likeneſs he tranſ- 
© forms himſelf into. I can truly ſay, you 
© are often in my Mind, and my. Soul is 
© concerned for you, in ſincere Breathings 
© to my God and your God : that he would 
© give you (in the Riches of his Goodneſs) 
Power, and Patience, in his meek and 
© lowly Spirit, to abide Stedfaſt, and to 
© travel on in the pure Leadings, and Gui- 
© dance of him who is the Lamb; that per- 
3 © fe&t Victory, through his Life, in the End 
1 © may be obtained. When I conſider the 
© © oreatacſsof the Power of Darkneſs, which 
© gradually in many Veſſels hath prevailed, 
© and in that deep Subtilty, and Deceive- 
© ableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, whereby ma- 
© ny unwary Souls have been beguiled and 
© enſnared ; and ſo through Affection, or 
©By-Ends, giving up themſelves. to Obey 
© the transformed Enemy, they have come 
© by degrees to loſe their Tenderneſs : and 
© Jealouſtes and Prejudices have Entred; 
and Hardneſs and. Darkneſs has grown 
© upoa them inſenſibly. So it is, Even as 
© when the Good is Embraced by belie- 
© ving, and heartily joined unto; then a 
© Growing, and being leavened into the 
© Good is known. And likewiſe on the 
_ © Contrary, when the Love of the Truth 
© js not received, and watchfully lived in; 
» Lon: © then 
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« then the Enemy beguiles with a Likeneſs : 


8 * 


© anda little of his evil Leaven, given way. N 


, to, will leaven the whole Lump. 

O my dear Friends, what great need 
© of Watchfulneſs is there, and Chriſtian 
Circumſpection, by every one of you, in 
© an eſpecial manner, to be conſtant in! 
c and that a double Portion of heavenly 
« Wiſdom, that is pure and peaceable, gen- 
« tle, &c. may be breathed after, and wait- 
c ed for: that in all your Practices, your 


© Lights may ſhine, and your Converſations _ 


© may Preach, and prevail where words 
| © can have no place. For the time is come, 
that a ſerious Inſpection will be made in- 
to the Lives, and Deportment of Diſc. 
d agreeing Parties, whoſe Words may be 
c alike;and Concluſions will bedrawn there- 
© from, that where the Power, and Spirit 
© of Chriſt doth indeed rule within; there 
the Fruits of it may be diſcerned without. 
And ſo on the contrary, where the Evil 
© Root of Bitterneſs is embraced ; the Fruits, 
© thereof cannot be hid: but will mani- 
< feſt themſelves to that Eye, which God 
© opens in People to try and prove all 
© things by. 

O my Friends, my Soul's deſire is, that 
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© we all may quit our ſelves, like Men and 


© Women really concerned for God; and. 
© caſt off every Weight and Burden, or 


: , what ever would incumber our Minds, or 
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e for his Glory, and for the good of all 
« People, in this our Day and Time. And 


that we take great heed, leſt the Cares 
of this preſent Life do choak the pre- 
4 cious Seed, or hinder the Spreading of it 
E. © in our Hearts, and the Appearances of it 


cin all our Practices. For this is certain, 
We cannot ſerve God and Mammon. If 
£ the Mind be hurried, and incumbred with 
« the Concerns of this World; the Heart 
© will ſoon be Over-charged and Surfeited : 
© and then the Soul is diſtempered, hurt 
© and oppreſſed; and at length comes to 
© be taken Priſoner, captivated and enſla- 
ved; and fo rendred wholly uncapable 
- © to ſerve the Lord, while in that State. 
© Wherefore let all, who through the 
© Knowledge of the Truth, have obtained 
© Freedom in any Meaſure; O let every 
© ſuch an one ſtand faſt, in that Liberty 
« wherewith Chriſt hath made them free: 
© and take great heed leſt, in heart, there 
© he a Drawing back; and a Coming to 
© be Entangled, and ſo brought into Bon- 
© dage agaln. 
© And Friends, I deſire that a tender Re- 
© pard may ſtill be had to thoſe that are 
gone into Oppoſition and Separation; 
that no Occaſion may be given, which 
© may be any Obſtruction to their Return- 


hinder us from making full 
proof of our Faithfulneſs to our God, 
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ing: for while any of the Sheep's Nature, 
© or Lamb's innocent Life, is abiding in 
© them, there is ſome hopes of their Re- 
c turning to the Fold. And now our Chri- 
c ſtian Skill is, with all diligence, to be 
© imployed in a continued Care; that not 
© only all Occaſions of Stumbling may be 
© avoided : but that all holy Endeavours 
© may be uſed to Recover, and bring them 
© back again to the Fold; even in that 
Love, which would take up the ſtrayed 
© Sheep upon the Shoulder ( that cannot 
© begot to go) and cheerfully bring it to 
© the Fold with Joy. | 

Oh! my Friends, In this Exerciſe it is 
© not words will reach; nor verbal Rea- 
« ſonings or Diſputings prevail. It muſt 
abe Deeds, and daily Practice, which will 
de effectual, either to clear our ſelves, 
© or recover any of them. And for this 
© End, Friends, let our moderation be 
© known to all Men: Give open evidence 
© that we are not immoderate in our Deſires 
© nor exceſſive in our Exerciſes, in matters 
© relating to this World; and let our daily 
_ © doings declare, that we are ſeeking a 
© Kingdom that is not of this World; and 
© are laying up Treaſure in Heaven, and 
© are Coveting to grow Rich towards God. 
© And if we do not exceed them in our de- 
©portment, and give open evidence of our 
© moderation, in our management of 

7 On e Earthly 
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© Earthly matters; that our Hearts are 
© redeemed from the Earth, and our Love 
© and Affections fixed on heavenly things: 
© I ſay, if this do not openly appear, we 
C 27 25 be excuſable before the Lord; but 
*< guilt will lie at our Doors, of unfaithful- 
© neſs towards our God, and of being ſhort 
© in our Duty towards others, as aforeſaid. 
© © $9 dear Friends, 1 knowing, in ſome 
* meaſure, the Enemies ſnares and work- 
© ings, and how many this way have been 
© beguiled, in giving way to let their 
© Minds be drawn out, in uneager purſuit, 
and earneſt reaching after Earthly Riches; 
* whereby a diſcompoſure of Mind hath un- 
© awares been run into, and deep Sorrow 
« brought upon the Soul, as the reward of 
it; Wherefore in true, tender, brotherly 
c Love, I could not be clear without ſend- 
© ing theſe Lines, as a token of that Love, 
« and Chriſtian Care, that is in my Heart 
« for you all; ſincerely deſiring your Wel- 
« fare and Preſervation. And in that Love 
© and Life, wherein we may feel one ano- | 
© ther preſent in Spirit, though abſent in 
© Body ; Ido dearly ſalute and greet you all, 
« deſiring, r Froyers to the Lord for Es 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


TV IND my Love very dearly to 
- M Friends at the next Quarterly 


Meeting (if this comes timely to hand,) 


© and let this Epiſtle be made publick a- 
© mong Friends, as in the wiſdom of God 
* a ſervice is ſeen. Things here in Ireland 


© are Quiet, Meetings large and full, and 


Friends freſh and lively, and Zealouſly 
© Concerned for the Intereſt of Truth. 


Having diſpatched this, with other Let- 
ters, for England, we left Mount- Meleck 
on the 19th Day of the 4th Month (being 
the Firſt-Day of the Week) and went to a 
Meeting at New- Garden; Where (notice 
beforehand having been given)-was a very 
large Meeting: And, through the Lord's 
living Preſence and Power, manifeſted a- 
mong us, it was a good Time and Seaſon 
of Refreſhment, and of Comfort unto the 
breathing obedient Ones; and of Reproof 
to the Slothful and Diſobedient. 

On the 21ſt we had a Meeting at Ballina- 
kill: And the next Day another at Mount- 
Rath: And the Day following, at Moch - 


| Bally- Maker (James Richardſon's Caſtle) we 


had a Meeting, where beſides Friends, ma- 
ny others came in. And at all theſe, the 
Lord our God was exceeding good unto his 
+ People, 
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People, in their aſſembling to wait upon 


him: for which let the Gory and Praiſe be 


aſcribed to him for evermore. 
From thence we Travelled the next Day 


| 32 long Iriſh Miles, to the City of Limerick ; 


and went the Day after to their Six-weeks 


Meeting, where we had good Service for the 


Lord, to the comfort of Faithful Friends. 


Here we tarried the next Day alſo (which 


was the Firſt-Day of the Week) and had 


two Meetings; In which the Lord's tender 
Love was ſtill continued to us, bleſſed be 
his Name, to the great Encouragement, 


- and comfort of his People. - 


Next Day we travelled to Charlowfield , 
and had a Meeting there on the morrow : 
And another the Day following at Mallah: 


In both which, the Lord our God ſtill at- 


tended us with his Goodneſs and Mercy, 
to our Soul's ſatis faction; bleſſed: and 
praiſed be his holy Name. OY 

After the Meeting, we rode that Even- 
ing 12 Miles, to the City of Cork, in ex- 
tream wet weather: And paſſed thence 
next Morning to Bandon, to a Meeting 
before appointed there; where alſo our 


tender God was very good unto us, in re- 


freſhing our Souls together with his People; 
Glory over all, and endleſs Praiſes be gi- 
ven to him for evermore. 


Next Day (being the Firſt of the Fifth 


Month) we returned to the City of Cork, 
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to the Weekly Meeting there, And it be- 
ing the time of the general Six-Weeks 
Meeting for the Province of Munſter, we 

tarried there three Days. | 1 

On the Firſt- Day of the Week, there 
were two Meetings; in both which, the 
bleſſed refreſhing Preſence of the Lord was 
ſweetly and comfortably enjoyed, in the 

midſt of his gathered People, to their great 
Satisfaction. 

Next Morning the Meeting began about 
the Ninth hour, and continued in Wor- 
ſhipuntil the Twelfth: In which time ma- 

ny Teſtimonies were born of the Lord's 
great goodneſs to his People; and divers 
Exhortations were given to Friends, to F 
ſtir them up to Faithfulneſs, in Obeying _ FB} 
and Serving the Lord, and to be diligent 4 

in doing their Duty, in all points wherein 
they are concerned; eſpecially in Educa- 
ting and Training up their Children care- 
fully in the Truth. And the Lord's bleſſed 
Power was witneſſed to be over all; to the 
tendering many Hearts, and Convincing 
and Reproving for Remiſneſs in that mat- 
ter, and ſo Concluded in Prayer. And 
then Friends ſate down again, and applied 
themſelves to conſider of their Buſineſs, 
relating to Truth, and the Affairs of the 

Church; which was propoſed, managed 
and concluded in much Calmneſs, Love 
and Unity; and about the 4th hour the 

. En, Meeting 
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Meeting ended: And all along the Lord 
was exceeding good unto his People, in 
vouchſafing his living refreſhing Preſence 


in the midſt, to their great Comfort and 


Encouragement; for which let all the ho- 
nour and glory, and pure living Praiſes be 
aſcribed unto him, who is the God of Life, 
over all bleſſed for ever, Amen. 
Next Day, being the Fifth of the Fifth 
Month, we left the City of Cork, and my 
dear Companion John Beard and I, finding 
it convenient for the Service of Truth, a- 
greed to Travel apart for two or three 
Days. So he went to a Meeting at John 
Fennels Houſe, at Kil-commonbig, and I 
went to Youghal. And the ſame Evening 
there wasa little Meeting at Deborah Sand- 
bams, which was lively, freſh and comfor- 
table to the upright in Heart. 

The Day following, a Meeting being 
appointed at the Meeting Houſe in Youghall 
many of the World's People came in, as 
well as Friends; and the enjoyment of the 
good Preſence of our tender God was 
known in the midſt, which made it a good 


”  timeto the ſincere hearted. 


The fame Day | went to Tallow, and ha- 


ving ſtaid there a ſhort time, went after- 


wards to Copper-queen to lodge; and from 


thence next Morning went to a Meeting 


at Clanmell. Where, according to agreement, 
I met again with my dear Companion, ap 
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the living, opening Power of our tender 
God was ſweetly: enjoyed, to the Refreſh- 


ment, and Satisfaction of his breathing 


People, and to the Honour and Glory of 
his everlaſting Name. 
That Evening, and again next Morning, 
we viſited a Friend, that was kept a cloſe 
Priſoner in Clunmell, for refuſing to pay 


Tithes; his Name was Ger/horn Boat, a 


tender ſenſible Friend. And after we had 
been refreſhed together, taking leave of 
him, we went forward to Warerford; 
where, on the Tenth of the Fifth Month 
(being the Firſt-Day of the Week) we 
had two large, precious Meetings, at 
which many People, beſide Friends, came 
in to hear; and the Heart-tendering Pow- 


er, and overcoming Love of our God, 
was over all, bleſſed be his Name for 


ever. 

From thence we went next Day to Roſs, 
and ſo to Wexford; and on the morrow 
had a Meeting in that Town; wherein our 
tender God was pleaſed, as at other times, 
to renew his Refreſhing Love and Life, to 
the ſatisfaction of his Hungry and Thirſty 
Ones; who in the Senſe thereof did praiſe 
his Holy Name together. 132A 

The ſame Evening, we went about Four 
Miles to Francis Randalls at the Deeps ; 


and the next Day, to a Meeting at Lambs- * 


Town , at the Widow Cuppages; and the 
Lord 


r 
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Lord our God, who never fails them that 


fear him, did alſo make this a time of Re- 


freſhment to his waiting People. 

The next Day, we had a Meeting at 
Edward Goadin's Houſe, near Anniscorphy ;, 
which was very large and precious. * 


the ſame Day, after the Meeting, we tra- 


velled 13 Miles, to Kil-comer, where John 
Watſon lives. 

Then early next Morning we went, 
with many Friends in Company, towards 
the Six-Weeks Meeting for the Province 
of Leinſter. And as we went by Carlve, we 


viſited a Friend that lay Sick; with whom 


we ſpent ſome time in waiting on the Lord, 
and I was moved to ſupplicate the Lord 
on the Friends behalf. Which done, we 
on to Athy, where alſo we ſpent 


Companion was free to tarry that Night : 


But I paſſed on, with the Friends, to 
Moun- Meleck. 


Next Morning ( being the Sixteenth 
Day of the Fifth Month) we met together 
again at Noſenalloes, at William Edmundſon's 
Houſe, where the Province-Mecting was 
to be held that Day. 

About the Tenth hour it began , and 
continued about three hours in Teſtimonies 


to the Mercy and Goodneſs of God; and 

alſo in Doctrine, Exhortafion, Re proof 

and Admonition, to the Building 
up 


ſome time with Friends; and there my 
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up one another in the moſt holy Faith, 
and ſo concluded in Prayer. Then Friends 


went to conſider of the buſineſs relating 
to the Affairs of the Church; which being 
diſpatched, about the Sixth hour in the 
Eng, the Meeting comfortably con- 
cluded. | 


Next Day (being the Firſt of the Week) 


the Meeting began there again at the 
Tenth hour, and was very large, for 


Friends came thither from all parts of the 


Province; and it laſted near five hours, 
and the Lord was exceeding good unto us 
with his People, beyond expreſſion, in 
Crowning our Aſſemblies with his refreſh- 
ing Preſence; and the over-ſhadowing of 
his glorious Power was ſenſibly witneſſed; 
endleſs Praiſes and Thankſgivings be offer- 
ed up, and aſcribed unto him over all, for 
evermore, Amen. | | 
After this Province- Meeting was ended, 
and we were clear of that place, we paſſed 
away the ſame Evening, in Company with 
many Friends, to Mount-Meleck, and had 
a Meeting there that Evening; to which 
many People came in, and fome ſo late, 
that the Meeting laſted until the Tenth 
hour at Night, or after; and the Lord's 
precious Preſence was ſtill enjoyed, in great 
Love, and Favour, according to the ſin- 
cere deſires of his tender Ones; bleſled be 
his Name for Ever. 5 
D Next 
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appointed at Athy, where many of the 


World's People came. Among the reſt, 


there were two Fryars, - who deſired the 
Friend of the Houſe to let them in a back- 


way, that they might not be ſeen, becauſe 
they ſaw ſeveral Papiſts about the Door: 


So they ſtood in a by-Room privately , 


where they might hear, and not be ſeen. 
"And the Lord's Goodneſs: was extended, 


ia the clear Openings of his Life and Power, 


ſo that the Teſtimony of Truth went forth 
very Convincingly, for the informing the 
Inquirers, and Anſwering the Oppoſers, 


and diſcovering and detecting the Erroneous 
Doctrines, and Principles, and ſuperſti - 
tious Practices of that dark Generation, 
of the Romiſn Sect. And the Meeting con- 
cluded quietly and well. 

The next Day we had a Meeting at Kil- 


conner, at John Watſon's Houſe; and the 


Lord did ſtill graciouſly accompany us 
with his Preſence and Power; to our 


Comfort and Encouragement amongſt his 


People; bleſſed be his worthy Name for 
ever. 5 


Here, at John Watſons, we reſted one 


Day, moſt part of which we ſpeat in wri- 
ting Letters to ſeveral Friends. 


And having ſent to appoint a Meeting | 
at Bellinacarge, in the County of Wicklow, 
we had a Meeting there the next Day; 


and 


Next Morning we went to a Meeting 


of OLIVER SANSOM. gog 


at John Wickham's Houſe; where ſtill we 
had great cauſe to acknowledge that God 
is good to his Jrael, and never ſaid to the 
Wreſtling Seed of Jacob, Seek my face in 
yain; for which great favour, let the Glo- 


ry over all, and pure eternal Praiſes be 


breathed forth unto him for evermore. | 
Next Firſt-Day (being the 24th of the 
5th Month) my Companion went to a 


Meeting that he was not clear off, in the 


County of Wexford. But | went to a Meet- 
ing newly ſet up, at a place called Crow- 
nolea, in the Barony of Shillaly, and John 
Watſon went with me; and abundance of 
the World's People came in, and were 
tender; for the Lord's Power and Life 
were over all, to the Refreſhing and Com- 
fort of the longing Souls; Bleſſed and 
Praiſed be his worthy Name for ever. 
Thence we went to Wicklow, where 
we had a good Meeting, and pretty 


large: And the next Day another at 


Bellcane. In both which the Lord our God 
was very good unto us; Refreſhing and 
Supporting us, in all our Exerciſes among 
his People, with his Power and Preſence; 
praiſed and magnified be his Holy Name 


eren N 
From thence, next Day we travelled 


Twenty Miles to Dublin, and reached the 
Weekly Meeting there; and in the _ 


and another on the morrow at Kilmarry, 


410 Remarkable Paſſages of the Life 
of the renewed love of our God to us, 
both we and Friends were well refreſhed 
together. 855 LE 

Here we tarried, until the Firſt-Day 

following; and then were at two large 
Meetings there; and the Lord's bleſſed 
Preſence was livingly witneſſed in the 
midſt, as at other times, to the refreſhing 
of his People, his own Heritage; bleſſed be 
his Holy Name for ever. | 

On the Third Day of the Week (being 
the Second of the Sixth Month) we went 
a little way into the Country again, and 
had Meeting at a place called Miiteel; and 
another on the morrow, at a place called 
Baltebois; and at both theſe Meetings alſo, 
the Lord's Love was renewed, and his 

oodneſs largely extended, to the Com- 
ort of his tender-hearted People, and to 
the Glory of his heavenly Name. 

After the Meeting at Baltebois, we re- 
turned that Evening to Dablin, and on the 
next Day, were at the Weekly Meeting 
in that City; where alſo we tarried till 
the Firſt-Day following; and were at two 
large Meetings there that Day. And the 
Lord's bleſſed refreſhing Preſence was ſen- 
fibly enjoyed, to the Comfort and Satis- 
faction of his tender breathing ones. And 
indeed, we have good cauſe to acknow- 
ledge, and that to the Glory of our God, 


that he was pleaſed to manifeſt, and ſhed 
. abroad 


— 
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abroad the precious Savour of his Grace 


and Life, in all places where we went. 


Oh! unto him, whorevealed and renewed 


ſtrength in our weakneſs; unto him, I ſay, 
be all the Glory, Honour and Thank(- 
giving rendred and returned, and Wiſdom, 
Majeſty and Dominion over all aſcribed, - 
who is the King eternal, the only wiſe 


| God, bleſſed for ever and for evermore , 


Amen. | | 3 

The next Day there was a Meeting, to 
which I went; but my dear Companion, 
not being well, did not go. I found it a 


'Refreſhing Meeting, and was Encouraged 


in my Service, in the ſenſe of the Love 
and Goodneſs of the Lord among his wait - 
Ing ones. | | 
The Mens Mecting for that City was 
on the next Day, to which we both went, 
and were truly comforted and refreſhed, 
among them who were concerned in good 
earneſt, for the Glory of God, and the 
Proſperity of his holy Truth, and the 
good and welfare of his People. 
The laſt Meeting we were at there, 
was on the 11th of the 6th Month, 1687. 
and there was a Marriage ſolemnized there 
that Day. And the Lord our God (whoſe _ 
Mercy endures for ever, and his Loving- 
Kindneſs never fails them that truſt in him) 
was exceeding good unto his People there; 
ſo that we were mutually refreſhed toge- 
EE 2 "men. 
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ther, and made joyful in his Houſe of Pray- 
er. And indeed, all along throughout our 
whole Journey, although with continual 
and hard Travel, we much ſpent our ſelves, 
yet did our tender God ſtill give us freſh 
Encouragement, by renewing our ſtrength 
from Day to Day; and made his way, 


(herein he led us) pleaſant, and his Yoke 


we did indeed find to be eaſy; for which 


let the Glory over all, and Eternal Praiſes 
be aſcribed unto him; who is God over all, 


bleſſed for ever, Amen. 

And now, feeling our. Spirits clear of 
any further Service in that Nation, and an 
opportunity preſented for a paſſage to Eng- 
land, by a Ship called the Dolphin, bound 
for Cheſter; we went on board, the very 
ſame Evening, and after the Meeting ; 
many Friends accompanying us to the Ship; 
and in endeared Love and Unity in the 


Truth, even in much tenderneſs of Bro- 


therly Affection, we parted there with 


them. | | 1 
But the Tide being much ſpent before 
the Ship was ready, we could not get out 


of the Haven; but were fain to caſt An- 
chor, and tarry there all Night. 

Next Morning we weighed Anchor and 
got over the Bar about the ↄth Hour; and 


with a freſh Gale of Southerly Wind Sail- 
ing on, we came near Holy- head about 


Sun-ſer. | . 


_ . But | 
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But in the Night, the Winds roſe, and 
the Weather was Stormy and Tempeſtuous, 
and the Ship toſſed extreamly ; inſomuch, 
that many were in Fear of being Caſt away; 
for ſometimes the Ship did ſeem as if ſhe 
were plunged quite under Water; which 
made many of the Paſlengers often Cry out, 
and fall to their Prayers, and a great noiſe 
they made, of various Notes, according 
to the Diverſity of their Humours, for a- 
bout two Hours. 
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But as for us (my dear Companion and 


me) through the Love of our God, we 


found an Anchor for our Souls, both ſure 
and ſtedfaſt ; ſo that we ſat quietly, truſt- 
ing in the Lord, with our Souls reſigned 
up unto him. 

And in. this. time of great diſtreſs, we 
ſpake to the Paſſengers (who were about 
Sixty in Number) concerning -the Condi- 
tion of their Souls. And they were willing 


to give ear then, being low in their Minds, 


and (as they thought) in great danger : 
Some of them promiſed that if the Lord 
would deliver them this time, they would 
live a new Life; and many ſuch like expreſ- 
ſions they had. But the Lord, in his own 
time, was pleaſed to abate the Winds, and 
the Swelling of the Waves; and in his 
great Mercy brought us all ſafe to Land, 
on 13th Day of the 6th Month, about the 
12th Hour of the Day; and we went to 

- Cheſter 
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Cheſter that Afternoon, which was Twelve 
r 
The next Day (being the Firſt of the 
Week) we were at the Meeting in Cheſter, 
and (notice having been given over Night) 
it was pretty large; and the tender Love 
of our God was preciouſly renewed amongſt 
us, to the Comforting and Refreſhing the | 
ſincere Travelling ones. | - 
- From thence we paſled next Day to 
 Shrewsbury, and on the morrow, we had a 
Meeting with Friends there; and the next ; 
Day another at Brouſiy, and ſo went to . 
Bewaly at Night; and from thence next a 
Day to the Weekly-Meeting at Worceſter. 


In all which Meetings, ſince we arrived in t 
England; the Lord was exceeding good to i 
us, even as he had been in Jreland. So t 
that, to his Glory, we have good cauſe 5 
to acknowledge; that as he was pleaſed to 0 
lead us forth, from our outward Habita- 0 
tions; ſo he preſerved, and ſupported us 0 
by his Power, and conducted us all along 
by the hand of his Love, in all our Exer- P. 
ciſes, Travels and Services that he led us 
into; and alſo by the ſame heavenly hand, 
brought us back again ſafe to our out ward pe 
Habitations; after we had travelled in this be 
Journey more than 1100 Miles. W. 
After my return home, I laboured in A 


| Lad”. the ſtrength of the Grace which the Lord 
lad given me, in his Work and Service; 
3 a _ viliting 


_ 
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viſiting the Meetings of. Friends in our 
own County, and other adjacent Counties, 
and ſometimes at London and Briſtol, and 
other remote places; of which, to give a 
particular Narrative here, would be too- 
tedious. 

It was now a time of ſettled Liberty, 
and Toleration from the Government; 
brought about by the Providence of our 
God, that the Weak and Feble ones might be 
ſtrengthened, and built up; and ſuch as 
had been ſcattered in the late ſtormy 
times of Perſecution, might be gathered a- 
gain into the Fold. 

But though General Sufferings were for 
the preſent removed; yet Particular Suf- 

fering ſtill remained, as for Tithes and o- 
ther Eccleſiaſtical Demands, which lay 
heavy where they fell. Beſides which, 
occaſional Sufferings ſometimes fell on ſome, 
of which ſome part fell to my ſhare, on the 
occaſion following. 

In the Year 1690. There came forth a 
Poll-Tax, by Act of Parliament; in which 
all Prieſts, or Miniſters (fo called) having 
2 Benefice of 50 l. a Year, were Taxed to 
Pay 20s, And all Preachers, or Teachers 
belonging to any Diſſenting Meetings; 
were ranked with them, to be Taxed. 
And hereupon, I (though very unjuſtly) 


was. numbred amongſt the Hirelings, that Fog 3 q 
aad 50l. per Aunum for Preaching; and * ü 
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never received a Penny for Preaching in 
my Life. And becauſel refuſed to pay the 
ſaid Tax (and thereby to have owned my 
felf an Hireling, which I never was) my 
Goods were diſtrained by Philip Farmer 
(one of the Collectors of the ſaid Tax) 


who, with James Milk Tithingman, came 


to my Houſe, on the x4th Day of the 6th 
Month, 1690. and carryed away one End 
of dyed Cotton-Fuſtian, being 20 yards; 
which, at the loweſt Price, was worth 205. 

Some little time after .this, it pleaſed 
the Lord (in whoſe hand) are the Hearts 
of all Men, to bring a cloſe Exerciſe upon 


me, for the removing of my outward Ha- 


bitation, from Farringdon, to Abington. I 


had had ſome little Touches on my Mind 


about it, at certain Seaſons, for ſome Years 


before. But now, in the 1oth Month of 
the Year 1690. the Concern came upon 


me with greater weight; and was backed 
with theſe Conſiderations, that Three of 
the Men- Friends of Abington had lately been 


removed by Death; that the Meeting 
there was very ſmall; and hardly likely to 


be continued, without ſome additional 
Aſſiſtance. Whereupon a Travail of Spi- 
rit came upon me, and a ſecret Cry was 
often in me, on this wiſe. O that the 


Lord would be plaſed to make me an In- 
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R 
of the Profeſſors in that place ! For there 
were abundance of Profeſſors, Baprits and 
Others; and many of them, I was ſenſible, 
had tender Breathings after the Lord: but 
were greatly Clouded under their Forms; 
and too many of them prejudiced againſt 
the Truth, through the falſe Inſinuations 
of their Preachers and Teachers. 1 
After I had thus been Exerciſed for a 
while, at length, in a Yerning of Bowels 
for the Good of Souls, and for the Inte- 
reſt and Advancement of Truth, I did with 
the Unity of Faithful Friends, before whom 
IT had timely laid the Matter) remove from 
Farringdon, in true Self. Denial (and to my 
outward Detriment for Truth ſake, as I 
had done before in Coming to Farringdon): 
and began to ſettle in Abington, in the 7th 
Month 1691. N 
But Il was ſcarce fully ſettled there, be- 
fore another Poll-Tax came forth, granted 
by Act of Parliament; by which (among 
other Matters) it was Enacted, That all 
Miniſters ( fo called) having a Benefice of 
560 l. a Year, or upwards; and all Preachers 
and Teachers in any Congregation what- 
ſoever, ſhould be taxed, and made to pay: 
20s, Quarterly for one Year. Upon this: 
I was taxed by the Aſſeſſors, and ſet. down 
in their Rate to pay 20s. Quarterly. But 
- when the Collectors came and demanded it; 
Irefuſed to pay it, for Conſcience fake to- 
1 5 wards 
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wards God; becauſe I had never receiyed 
Penny for Preaching ; and therefore I could 
not be clear to agree to pay any thing for 
it. For as what 1 Preached, received freely 
from the Lord: ſo I freely Communicated 
the ſame unto others. Wherefore I could 
not Conſent to be numbred with the Hire- 


lings, or ranked among them who took 60. 


a Year, or upwards, for Preaching. 
There were then ſeveral Baptiſi-Prea- 
chers in Abington, who were allo taxed for 
Preaching ; and ſome of them ſpake big, 
pretending they would not pay it, what- 
ever they ſuffered : but at length, to eſcape 
Suffering, they did comply. 
But for my refuſing to pay the ſaid 
Tax, the Officers, (namely) Robert Weſt, 
John Bowles, Thomas „ Villiam Ning, 
Harim Pledel and Nathanael Hart, (the Six 
Collectors of the Poll Tax) with two Con- 
ſtables, two Tithingmen, and the Belman, 


came to my Houſe, on the 14th Day of the 
3d Month, and diſtrained and carried away, 


as followeth, Vix. 


17 Yards and - of Cotton- 
Fuſtian, worth — 

10 Doz. of beſt Laces two 

Yards long, worth — 

5 Dozen and three Laces 
more, worth — — 
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When the Officers had Sold theſe Goods, 
they came and brought One Shilling, and 
throwing it into the Houſe, went away. 

The Commiſſioners that ſigned the War- 
rant for this Diſtreſs, were Robert Selwood, 
Jehn Payn, Robert Blackaller, James Corderoy. 

When the time came for the ſecond: 
Quarterly Payment, two of the before- 
named Collectors, Rob. Weſt and John Bowles, . 
with Robert Pum 
Houſe, and diſtrained and carried away 
a new Furnace, which coſt o1—o2—oq: 
and a New 4to Bible, worth 00—10—00' 
01—1 2—00 


A while after, theſe three Officers came a- 
gain, hectoring and raging; and there being 
nobody at home, but my Maid- ſervant on- 
ly, they ſearched my Houſe, from Room to 
Room; and at laſt took off from one of the 
Beds, a Pair of Blankets and a Coverlett or 
Rug, well worth together — 01-—02—00? 
And with them they took 

_ alſo Six Yards of Fuſtian-- 


But they brought the Furnace again: 
So that what they took wy 315. Bs 
this Quarter was 4 


without returning any thing. And thus 1 
was welcom'd to Abington, 


Conſtable, came to my 
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nas not there: but they ſhew 
- — Paper of his Complaint; and ſai 


= #- —— — 2 — 


But, to do the Commiſſioners right, they 
afterwards took my Caſe into Conſidera- 
tion, and Excuſed me from the other two 
Quarterly Payments. 1 

In the Twelfth Month of this Vear 1692, 
we loſt a very honeſt Friend, and ſervice- 
able Man among Friends in our County, 
| Hilliam Auftell of Oare He was an honeſt, 
faithful Man to the laſt, and died a Priſo- 
ner for his Teſtimony to the Truth. 

Sol continued in the Work of the Lord, 

In my Meaſure, ſincerely Seeking the Ad- 
vancement of Truth, and the Welfare of 
Friends therein : and from the time of 
the laſt Poll-Tax in 1692. No outward 
Suffering came upon me until the Year 
1696. © TIC 
Then one James Canaries (called a Doctor 
of Divinity, and the chief Prieſt of Abing- 
ton) ſent Ambroſe Sceney his Clerk, on the 


of me Tenpence a Year, for five Years, for 
Eafter-Offerings : And I not anſwering his 
Demand, the faid Prieſt complained of me 
to FJobn Payn the then Mayor, and James 
Curtain ( that Year Juſtice of the Peace. ) 
They ſent a Warrant to Summon me to 
appear before them; which 1 did, on the 
26th of the 7th Month 1696, and called 
for the Prieſt, to prove his Charge. He 
rme the 
x _ 


Firſt Day of the Sixth Month, to demand 
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was his Proof. I told them, That was 
only his Say-ſo; which I denied: and it 
ought to be plainly proved before them, to 
my Face; elſe they ſhould: take no notice 
of it. | 

I heard very little more of this Matter, 
until near a Year after. Abont which time 
the Prieſt prevailed with the then Mayor 
(whoſe Name was Robert Blackaller ) and 
John Payn (who having been Mayor the 
Year before, was then a Juſtice in the Bo- 
rough) to Summon me afreſh, to appear 
before them at the Council Chamber, ad- 
joyning to the Town-Hall : where I ac- 
cordingly appeared, on the 31th of the 
6th Month 1697. | 1 
When I came in, the Mayor ſaid, How 
do you do, Neighbour? What is the Rea- 
ſon you don't Pay the Vicar his Dues. I 
anſwered, I never read in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of any Vicars among the Miniſters of 
Chriſt ; but the Vicars are all of the Pope's 
making: And both them, and their Maker, 
I utterly deny; and no Dues from me be- 
long.to any of them. : | 

So thetz was nothing further dong 
againſt me at that time, by reaſon that 
the Mayor only was there; and not the 
Juſtice. 1725 
But on the 14th of the th Month fol- 
lowing, the Mayor and Juſtice being to- 
gether, and the Prieſt with them, ow 
| : 2 
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Y ſent for me to come before them at the 
Ton- Hall. And when I appeared, the 


Mayor ſaid to me, Neighbour, I would 
have you pay the Doctor (meaning the 
Prieſt) his Dues. Thereupon the Prieſt 
ſaid, He did not claim it upon a Spiritual 
Account; but by the Law of the Land: 
and but what is his Due by Act of Par- 
liament; which ( ſaid he) all Subjects, 
of what Perſuaſion ſoever, ought to ſub- 
mit to. > 5 
I anſwered, Thou can'ſt not Claim, by 


that AQ, meerly as a Subject; but only as 


a Vicar : for as a Subject, any other Man 


(that is a Subject) hath as much right to 


Claim, as thou. But thou being in Place 
and Office, termed a Vicar (which the Pope 
was the Author of) on that Score it muſt 
needs be that thou Claimeſt : for if thou 
ſhould'ſt ceaſe from, and not perform thy 
pretended Office, thou would*ſt have no- 


Law whereby to make any Claim at all. 


Then the Prieſt uſed many Words to 


ſet forth his Right by Law for Five Year's 


paſt. But I told him, His Law, that he 


pretends to Claim by, had not been made 


one Year as yet; and ſurely no Law can 
puniſh a Man for an Offence committed 


before ſuch Law had its being: for the 
Scripture ſays, Where no Law is, there is no 
* Tranſgreſſion. | | Te 


Then 
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Then I ſhewed him the Judgment of the | 
Attorney-General , which expreſly ſays, 
None could juſtly "be Sued by that Act, 
for any Refuſal of Paying Tithes or Offer- 
ings, &c. which were due before the Seſ- 
ſions of Parliament, in which that Act 
was paſſed. 

The Prieſt thereupon ſaid, If I ſhould 
Claim but for the time ſince the Act was 
made; What will you ſay to that? 

I anſwered, If thon would*ſt Excuſe me 
for one Penny; and ſay, If I would pay 
that willingly, it ſhould ſatisfie for all: I 
tell thee, I cannot do it, for Conſcience 
ſake; for indeed, though Law hath been 
occafi onally mentioned, I came not here to 
plead Law; but to plead Conſcience to- 
wards God, in what I refuſe and teſtifie 
againſt. 

The Prieſt ſaid, He did marvel that any 
Man ſhould make Conſcience of that, which 
was a Right by Law. And further he ſaid, - 
If the Prieſts under the Law had a Right; 

he had the like now, or to that Effect. 

I told him, The Prieſts under the Law 
had a Right, by the expreſs Command of 
God, to receive Tithes, &c. which he had 
not : and yet they had no Authority to 
take them by force. | 

He ſaid, he could prove by Scripture that 

which was equivalent thereunto. | 
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But I told him, He could not; and that 


thoſe then that took it by force were ac- 


counted Sons of Belial; as were the Sons 
of Eli, though they were Prieſts. I thought 
indeed (ſaid l, and I have ſaid it to ſome) 
that I took thee to be a wiſer Man, than 
to ſtain thy Coat for ſuch Trifles. 

He faid, He was bound by his Oath to 
maintain the accuſtomed Dues : and began 
to Plead that it was matter of Conſcience 
to him, for his Oath's ſake, to proſecute 
me, if I did not Pay. And many more 
words he Ipake to the ſame Purpoſe ; which 
they would not give me Liberty to Reply 
to: for they had determined beforehand 


what to do, and had prepared a Warrant 


Dues, 


in readineſs, which lay then on the Table, 
before I came there ; and the Mayor and 
Juſtice afterwards ſigned it, to make Di- 
ſtreſs on my Goods. . 

The Prieſt, before reported, aſſerted, 
That Diſſenters had their Liberty by Law, 
on the Condition of Paying their Dues; &c. 
And ſaid he, If they refuſe to pay their 
they have no Right by Law to enjoy 
their Liberty in the Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion. = | 

I ſaid, Thou do'ſt much Miſtake : for 


» = though the Act doth not exempt them 


from paying ſuch things as are unduly cal- 
led Dues; yet if they do refuſe to pay 
them, they cannot therefore be * 
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of the Liberty granted them by that 


Law. | 
Then, as we were all paſſing away toge- 


ther, I ſaid to the Prieſt, Such Doings as 


theſe will be a blot in thy Scutchion; and 


remain to thy Shame, when thou art in 


thy Grave. = 
About 14 Days after, came Francis Giles, 


the Tithingman, with the Warrant before 
mentioned, and with him Ambroſe Seeney 
the Prieſt's Clerk, and Richard Painter the 
Belman; and for five Years pretended Dues, 


unjuſtly claimed by the Prieſt for Eafter- 


Offerings for me and my Wife (which he 
_ computed to be 4s. 24.) they diſtrained 


and took from me Two Groſs of Laces, 


worth, at the loweſt Price, Nine Shillings; 
and returned nothing. But in about half 
a Year after, this High Prieſt and Dr. James 
Canaries, died. CD 5 
Sometime after this, I had a particular 
Exerciſe, on an unuſual Occaſion ; which 


thus happened. 


There was a Man, who had lived long 


in Abington, whoſe Name was Robert Payn, 


by Trade a Moollen-Draper, and by Religious. bs 


Profeſſion a Baptiſt : but his Wife was one 
of our Friends, and frequented our Meet- 
ings. It came to paſs, that this Man fell 
Sick and died, and on the 12th of the 1oth 

Month 1 697. his Body being to be laid in 


the Ground; his Wife invited me, with © 
T CO many 
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many other of her Neighbours, to her Hus- 
4 band's Funeral: and 1, feeling ſome Draw- 


ings thither, went. When I came to the 
Houſe, there were two large Rooms, near 
full, and moſtly of the Baptiſt- People. And 
having fat a little time, the Word of the 
Lord came weightily upon me; whereby J 
was moved to go into the middle of the 
Largeſt Room : and the People being all 
Silent, I declared the Truth, in a ſhort 
Teſtimony of the Light, or Manifeſtation 
of the Spirit of Chriſt, which all People 
are viſited by, and lighted withal; with 
more to the {ame Effect, which I ſpake for 
about a Quarter of.an Hour. And when 
I ceaſed, one John Tomkins, an old Baprift- 
Teacher, made ſome Oppoſition. But I 


not having then Opportunity to Reply, 
I wrote him a Letter in Vindication of 


my Teſtimony ; to which I never received 
an Anſwer. | 155 
I mentioned before, that Dr. James Ca- 
naries, the chief Prieſt of Abington, who 
cauſed my Goods to be taken away for his 
Eaſter-Offerings ( as they call them) died 
about half a Year after. And as the Pro- 
verb ſays, Seldom comes a better: ſo, as 
bad as he was, a worſe ſucceeded him. His 
Name was Anthony Addeſſon; and he, as 
the former, was Prieſt of the Pariſh called 
St. Hellens in Abington. 


This 


S 


— 


— 


This Man proſecuted me for Wages, 
though very Unjuſtly, becauſe I not only 


never imployed him, but always denied his 


Work. He proceeded upon the Ad for 
the more eaſie Recovery of Small Tithes, &c. 


And made his Complaint to John Spinnage, 


the then Mayor, and John Selwood, the 
Ton- juſtice, in the Year 1702. not a- 
againſt me only, but ſome others alſo, 


for not pay ing him Tithes and Offerings. 


Whereupon they gave forth a Summons, 
for me to Appear to Anſwer the Prieſt's 


Complaint : but there was neither Time, 


nor Place mentioned in the Summons. 1 
therefore told the Officers that ſerved it, 
That that Summons ſignified Nothing; 
which perhaps they might tell the Mayor: 
For the ſame Evening, the Mayor ſent one 
of his Officers to me, after the Ninth Hour, 
to have me come before him then, to An- 
ſwer the Prieſt's Complaint. I told the 
Officer, It was an unſeaſonable time, and 
I was going to Bed(being partly undreſs'd;) 


And thought the Prieſt's Buſineſs was not 
of ſo great haſt, but he might ſtay for a2 


more convenient time: And I deſired him 


to tell the Mayor, that I ſhould be willing 


to come to him at any ſeaſonable time. 
And to prevent any Miſunderſtanding, I 


went next Morning to the Mayor, and let 


him know, That it was not in Contempt o 


his Authority, that I did not come at his. 
Eh verbal 
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verbal Command; but only becauſe it was 


was an unſeaſonable time. Then I told 
him, I would willingly have an Hearing, 
to give my Anſwer to the Prieſt's Com- 
plaiat face to face. And after ſome more 

_ Diſcourſe, he promiſed me fair Dealing; 
and ſo we parted fairly. 


ſeveral Weeks. But about two Months 
after, one of the Officers came and ac- 
quainted me, that a Warrant was granted 
to make Diſtreſs npon my Goods for the 


meet with Jobxz Selwood the Juſtice, I asked 
him, If there was a Warrant againſt me ? 
He ſaid, There was. I asked him, How 
they could grant a Warrantꝭ without let- 


in Anſwer to the Prieſt's Complaint ? Why! 
faid he, Had you no Summons ? I told him 
there was ſomething called a Summons : 
but neither Time nor Place mentioned in 


not a Summons to Appear laſt Tueſday at 
the Guild-Hall? I told him, I had none at 
all. Thea he ſaid, He would adviſe me to 
Pay the Miniſter, and make an End of it. 
And ſo he paſſed away; and we had no 
More Diſcourſe. 


Þ | 
* 5 
- | = 7 
No 
. I 
* 


ſo late in the Night : and he confeſs'd it 


After this, I heard no more of it for 
Prieſt. And the ſame Day, happening to 


ding me have a Summons to Appear, that 
* I might be heard in what I had to offer, 
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Now when this Warrant had lain in 
the Officer's hands ſome time, the, Prieſt 
went to them, and (as they reported) did 

threaten them; that ſeeing the Warrant 
had been ſo long in their hands, and they 
had neglected the Execution of it: If they 


did not forthwith Execute the Warrant, 


within three Hour's time, and help him to 
his Money ; he would put them every Man 
into the Crown-Office. 


Upon this high Menace, the Pariſh-Offi- 


cers (viz. John Linſie, Flora Read, Tho. Beds 


wel Conſtables, and William Wells and Ed- 
ward Baſeley, (called Churchwardens) came 
ia all haſt to my Houſe, on the 31th of 


the 5th Month 1702, to make Diſtreſs 


upon my Goods; and ſhewed me their 


£ 


it; and they, with one Conſent grant- 


ed it. 


So I went to Writing, and they went 


on to take what Goods they pleaſed the 
mean while: But when I had juſt writ out 
the Copy, John Linſie came and took hold 
of the Paper I had written, and tore it 
away from me; ſaying, They were ad- 
viſed that it was not Safe for them, to 


let me have a Copy of their Warrant. So 


they ſeized, and carried away of my Goods, 
as followeth: 


73 Yards 


i < ct 
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Warrant: which when I had read, L168 


deſired them to let me take a Copy ß "tf 
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two Yards long, worth s 


6 


Theſe Goods, at the loweſt 8 
Price, came to —— — e erz 


| — 


The Prieſt's Claim (according to the 


8 00— a 


Cuſtom uſed in Abingdon) for two Years 


Offerings for me and my Wife, could he 
but 20 d. But there was 10 s. ſet down in 


the Warrant: for which they took the 


value of One Pound Five Shillings Seven- 
pence Half penny; and returned nothing 
again then. But about a Year and half 
after, Part of the Goods, to the value of 
9 s. were ſent back to my Houſe, with 
25. 4 d. in Money. The Goods (being 
my own) I received; but the Money [ 


refuſed: and the Meſſenger, that brought 


It, carried it back again. 

Soon after they had taken my Goods 
away, in the Conſideration of their Unjuſt 
and Illegal Proceedings, I wrote a Letter 
to the Mayor and Juſtice, thus directed. 5 

0 
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To the Mayor of Abington, and John Sel- 


wood, Fuſtice for the ſame Borough, 
eſe. 


Friends and Neighbours, 


F the Oppreſſed may have leave to 

Complain: then, I hope, you will not 

c * me for theſe enſuing Lines, in rela- 

tion to the Caſe depending between the 

© greedy Hireling and me; whom he Per- 

© ſecutes for Wages , though I never hi- 
© red him. 

« Firſt, as touching his Complaint againſt 
me; which the Law directs ſhould be made 
in Writing 20 Days after Demand: But 
© this Prieſt never made any lawful Demand 
© of me; not fo much as to let me know 
what, or how much he did Claim. 

And as to your Summons, which was 
© indeed but a Mock-Summons, having nei- 
ther Time nor Place mentioned in it, for 
© Appearance ; I think no Man can judge 
© this to be a lawful Summons. Which 
© Defeq I thought at firſt to be an Over- 
© {ight of the Clerk: but ſince, conſidering 
© what hath followed, I rather conclude it 
© to be a Deſign, to hide the Hireling, leſt 
© by appearing Face to Face, he ſhould be 
© made manifeſt. 

And as for ſending for me at near Ten 
. 9 without any Warning; nos 
; ot 
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- © both Unſeaſonable and Unlawful : for the 
© Law allows reaſonable Warning. And 


£ although I did not come, at that unſea- 
© ſonable time: yet on the Morrow I went, 
and told the Mayor, that my neglect of 
© Coming was not in any Contempt of his 


e Authority ; but only becauſe it was ſo late 
© at Night. And the Mayor knows, that 


© he confeſs'd it was an Unſeaſonable Time. 


© And then I requeſted the Mayor, to let 


© me have an Opportunity to meet with 


the Prieſt Face to Face; that I might 


© hear him prove his Charge. And the 
© Mayor faid he would have me and the 
© Prieſt ſpeak together, and agree between 
© our ſelves. To which I replied, that ſee- 


é ing he had openly complained againſt me; 
. © thereforel thought it reaſonable he ſhould. 
das openly prove, if he could, before my 


© Face, what he had complained of againſt 
© me behind my Back: or to that effect l 
then ſpake, as the Mayor well knows. 
© And I further ſaid, that I deſired, and ex- 


-© pected to meet my Adverſary, when and 


© where the Mayor ſhould appoint. To 


„which the Mayor anſwered, and ſaid, He 


c hoped I ſhould have no cauſe to call him 


© (meaning the Prieſt) my Adverſary. So 
b he promiſing I ſhould have fair Dealing, 


e parted with him. But he knows, there 
© was not one word of what the Prieſt de- 
© manded, or of my Refuſing to Pay, that 


- © paſſed between us. x 2: 


CCC ²˙— eas 


O co 


So I waited long, expecting a Summons 
© to Appear, that I might give in my An- 
ſwer to the Prieſt's Charge or Accu- 
© ſation, as the Act allows. But inſtead 
© thereof, after ſome Weeks time, I was 


informed there was a Warrant granted 


© to make Diſtreſs upon my Goods, for, 
© what the Prieſt demanded : and what that 
© was, I did not know, before I ſaw it in 


© the Warrant. 


The Iniquity of this Prieſt's Covetouſ- 
© neſs, is much greater than was his Pre- 
© deceſſors ; whoſe Demand was only Ten 
© Pence a Year : but this Man's demand 


© is Five Shillings a Year for I know not 


© what. | * 

pray Conſider, ls this fair or juſt; to 
© give Judgment without hearing the Ac- 
© cuſed, as well as the Accuſer. It hath 
© been laid down as a Maxim, That he 
* who gives Judgment in a Caſe, upon 
© hearing only one Party (though the Judg- 
© ment may be juſt, yet he) is an unjuſt 
4 8 A 8 

And how could you ſay in your War- 
© rant, that O. Sanſom did appear, but re- 
© fuſed to pay, &c ? I deſire you to Con- 
© ſider; When did 1 appear, and before 
hom, that any thing was demanded of 


© me? Can any thing be more untrue? You 
know, an Appearance, in this Caſe, ought 


to be before two Juſtices: for the Law 
u doth 
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4 -S _ not Impower one to act alone 
And whereas your Officers having gi- 
© yen me leave to take a Copy of your 
Warrant; juſt as I had writ it, one of 
© them tore it away, and would not let 


- ©ings' might not appear: I do Claim it (as 
© my common Right, being a Subject) to 
_ © have Copies (in caſe I will be at the Coſt) 
© of all Proceedings againſt me (that are 
© under colour of Law) both of the Prieſt's 
© Complaint, and of your Summons , and 
Warrant for Diſtreſs : you know, you 
© ought not to carry on things clandeſtine- 


* 
3 
Ay | 


of Appeal, in Caſe I am: agrieved with 


© tice given of what is adjudged, before any 


And for the Prieſt to threaten the Of- 
4 ficers (as they ſay he did) that if they 
© did not execute your Warrant within 
three Hours, he would put them every 
© Man into the Crown-Office ; Doth not 


is not in the meek Spirit of Chriſt, or 
Practice of his Miniſters : but in the per- 
e ſccuting Spirit of Antichriſt, and in the 
Steps of Popiſh Hirelings; and that he 
t * ſerves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but his 


© me have it, that the Shame of your Do- 


4 © ly. Moreover the Act allows the Liberty 
Z © your judgment; and Ten Days after no- 


procedure to Diſtrain: Pray, conſider how 
$ iRlegally you have dealt with me. . 


„ ſuch Language clearly diſcover, that he 


0 
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* own Belly, and his Reward will be La 
© cording to his Works. 

Lon are = Neighbours, and becauſeT 
6 love zou, L;am thus plain with you, and 
£ would nat have you have a hand in gra- 
< tifying the Avarice of Evil-minded Men. 
© So,committing my Caſe to the righteous | 
+ Judge of Heaven and Earth, to whom 
you, as well as I, muſt give an Account, 
< and receive a Reward according to our 
£, OY remain, N 47 


Tour Wel-wiſhing Friend, | 


f the 
ae 1192 f 0. S ANSOM. 


The Prieſt was highly diſpleaſed ao | 
me for the foregoing Letter; and meeting 
me in the Street, he threatned to Sue me 
at Law for it. Whereupon, after ſome 


time, it came upon me, to write to the 
Prieſt thus. 


3 Addeſſon, | 
Have had, for ſometime, a concern 
upon my Mind to write to thee, and 


CY 


n the Love and Fear of God to deal plain- | 
ly with thee, becauſe thou doſt profeſs _ 


* thy felf to be a Miniſter of Chriſt: But 


thy Fruits declare thee to be falſe, and 
& + of f Antichriſt, like to the falſe Prophets 


U 2 © and 


* 
5 9. * 4 
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* and Hirelings, which the true Prophets, 


as by the holy Scriptures 'is apparent. 
© For Iſaiah cryed againſt them in his Day; 
© and called them Greedy dumb Dogs, that 
© could never have enough; that ſought 
© for their Gain from their Quarter. Con- 
© {ider, and ſee, if thou art not in the ſame 
S ſteps. And Jeremiah ſaid, A wonderful 
and horrible thing is committed in the 
© Land, viz. The Prophets prophecie falſe- 
© Iy, and the Prieſts bear rule by their 


© ſo, &c. Jer. 4. 30. and Chap. 23. through- 
© out. See, if thou haſt not the very ſame 
© Marks. And Micha declared againſt ſuch 
© in his Days, that did Preach for Hire, 
© and would cry Peace, Peace, to them 


© put into their Mouths, they prepared War 
+ againſt, Mic. 3. Now ſee if this be not 
thy practice: Many other places of the 
© Prophets writings might be mentioned, 


& 5 himſelf ſaid, Beware of falſe Prophets, 

| * *E which come in Sheeps Cloathing, but in- 
© wardly are ravening Wolves; but by 
their Fruits, he ſaid, they ſhould be 
known. So that: it was not by their 
.<£ Cloathing, or their Words; but their 


what Spirit they were of. And he alſo 
* 422 - i pro- 
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; © Chriſt and his Apoſtles teſtified againſt , 


© means; and the People love to have it 


© that fed them; but them that would not 


which mark thee out plainly: And Chriſt 


Works, or Fruits ſhould betray them, 


1 * R f * nnn. ts We 
— 


— — 


© walked in long Robes, and loved Greet- 


ing ia the Markets, and the uppermoſt 


Rooms at Feaſts, and to be called of Men 
© Rabbi, or Maſter. Conſider whether thou 
© art not exactly N out here, by 
© Chriſt-Jeſus himſelf. Alſo the Apoſtles, 


in ſeveral of their Epiſtles, declared a- 


<« sainſt ſuch as Taught for filthy Lucre- 
© ſake, and through Covetouſneſs, with 
© feigned words, made Merchandize of the 
© People : And pronounced a Woe againſt 
© them that went ia the Way of Cain, and 
© ran greedily after the Error of Balaam, 


who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. 
© Now ſee if thou art not as bad, or worſe 
* than theſe : Let thy Doings ſpeak z Which 


* * \ - 


do evidently manifeſt thee to be worſe 


© than thy Father Balaam: for although he 


© loved the Wages of - Unrighteouſneſs ; 
© yet he durſt not take it: but thou wilt 


© have it, and take it by force; and bareſt 
© ſuch Rule by thy means, making the Ma- 


giſtrates do thy Drudgery, and compel- 


ling the Pariſh Officers, by ſevere Threats, 


to be thy Executioners, for thy diſhoneſt 
© Gain, to make a Spoil upon thoſe thou 


© didſt. never Preach to. Oh! be aſhamed, 
© and bluſh for thy Wickedneſs; and do not 


< preſume any. longer to make a Trade of 
the Prophets words, and Chriſt's and the 
ritten in the Holy, 


* Apoſtles words, 


U 3 Scrip- _ 
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= 438 Nends kable Paſſagds of the 
S tures: when' as the Holy Spirit, which 
© was in them, hath' given forth, in the 
© fame” Scriptures, ſuch large and repeated 
_ © Feſtimonies againſt thee and thy Doings, 
Land all fich as thou art; who have run, 
© but the Lord never ſent you, and ſo have 
© not at all profited, but deceived the 
© People. So theſe things I lay before thee, 
© which by the Holy Scriptures (thon cal- 
< left thy Rule) are juſtly charged upon 
© thee: and to the witneſs of God, in thy 
© own Confcience, I do appeal for Judg- 
© ment ; which will one day Anfwer to the 
FTruth herein teſtified. And whether thou 
& . © wilt hear, or forbear, I have cleared my 
= © Conſcience of what lay upon me from the 
ORR to wart thee of: defiring thou may ſt 
. © ſeek, and find a Place of Repentance, be- 
| © fore it be too late. And if ever thou 
© do'ft obtain Repentance unto Life, thou 
© wilt know that Im 
| "Thy Friend, that deſires thy Soul's 
Eternal Welfare, 


Hington, the 29th ot : "ts 
the 9th Month, 1702. O. SANSOM. 
. | 


lt was about two Years after this, before 
I Thedrdof this Prieft again. And then, in 
"the toth Month 1704: - He made another 
* Sen againſt me, for more Tithes and 
Offerings. Whereupon the Mayor Owe 
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Name was Joſeph Spinnage)] and John Selwood 
the Juſtice, ſent a Verbal Summons | for me 
to: Appear before them. I appeared ac- 
cordingly , and the Prieſt was preſent to 


Charge; but had no Evidence to prove 


what he claimed: ſo the Matter was for 
that time deferred. 1 ARS 
But ſo ſubtil was this greedy Prieſt, that 
a while after be wrote a Paper, containing 
on the one fide his Complaint againſt me, 
and many others; and on the other fide 
our Names, with the ſeveral Sums he char- 


ged on us. And under his Complaint there 


was drawn up a Warrant ( bearing Date 


the 14th of the Month called January 1705.) 
for Levying thoſe Sums by Diſtreſs, which 


the Prieſt had ſo Charged; in caſe Payment 
was refuſed. * 2 | 2 
To this Warrant the Prieſt prevailed 
with the Mayor and juſtice to ſet their 
Hands and Seals, againſt at leaſt 40 Perſons, 


without giving us any Summons, or hear- 


ing what any of us had to ſay, in our own 
Defence. | . | +, 59 
This Warrant was kept private for near 
half a Year; ſo that neither I, nor any of 
our Friends concerned in it, knew any thing 
of it. But about two Months after the 
Date of it, the Mayor pretended that I, 
and two more of our Friends, ſhould have 


a fair Hearing, to give our Anſwer to the 
Prieſt's Complaint, Whereupon, aceord- 


u 4 ing 
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ag to his Appointment, we went to his 
Houſe; and found the Prieſt at the Mayor's 
| Door when we came: but when he ſaw us, 
He would not go in, but flunk away; fo 
That nothing could then be done. Yet the 
Mayor then Promiſed us, we ſhould have a 
fair Hearing, before any further Proceed- 
ing ſhould be againſt us. So we heard no 
More of it uatil the 5th Day of the 7th 
Month following: at which time the Pa- 
riſh· Officers came to my Houſe, and ſhew- 
ed me the Warrant; and withal gave me 
Notice, that they muſt ſhortly make Di- 
ſtreſs upon my Goods, by that War- 
rant, unleſs I would pay - the Prieſt's 
Thereupon I_ went to the Mayor, and 
reminded him -of his Promiſe; which he 
acknowledged, and ſaid he would ſpeak 
with the Prieſt again about it : which I 
ſuppoſe he did ; for after two or three 
Days, he ſent me a Note, to deſire me, and 
another Friend to come to his Houſe. We 
went accordingly, on the 11th Day of the 
7th Month 1705, and the Prieſt came al- 
' i. And there had Ia good Opportunity, 
in the Strength of the Lord, to Clear my 
Conſcience to the Prieſt's Face, in bearing 


my Teſtimony againſt his Unchriſtian Pra- 
RQices : ſhewing by plain Scripture, that he 
was in the very Way and Steps of the falſe 
Prophets, Hirelings, and falſe _ 3 
8282 | E WI 


ed. ad f Eno os 
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which the true Prophets; Chriſt ad, 
' Apoſtles teſtified againſt. 5 
0 the Mayor (though a Moderate Man) Te 
being loth to diſpleaſe the Prieſt, took his 
Affirmation without other Proof, and 
granted his Demand; which was twice as 
much as he by Law could claim. : And the 
Prieſt having written a new Copy of his 
old Complaint, and writ a Copy of the 
old Warrant under ; got the Mayor and 
Juſtice to ſet their Hands and Seals to this 
. Tranſcript of his: wherein were the Names 
of abundance of Perſons of the Pariſh ; 
with a certain Summ of Money ſet to ever 
Man's Name, what the Prieſt was er 
to tax them at, for his pretended Dues. 
And this Paper "of Names „ filling near a 
Side of a whole Sheet of Paper, was tacked 
to the Warrant; which bore date the 14th | 
of January, as before. | 
With this Warrant, the two Conſtables, 
(Wiliam Lewis and William Hut, with Jobs 
Lindſie and Henry Hall, called Church-war- 
dens, came to my Houſe on the 21th of 
the ſaid 75th Month 1705. and for 5 5.—8 4. 
unjuſtly demanded, diſtreined, and carried 
away a Braſs Kettle and a Pot. The Ket- 
tle (which was worth 14 5.) they ſold for 
71 .—6 d. And brought the Pot home 
again, with 4s.—104. in Money; which 
they ſaid was the Overplus. The Pot 1 
Ty but refuſed to take the Money: 


U7.. © wheres © 
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Were hey ſcemed diſptesſed; ahd 4s 
= they went away, threw it. on the Table 
and there left it. 

By what is above related, it ma ceny 


be ſeen, How the Prieſts make the Mag 7 


gery for them; though againft 'Equi 

Lad Juſtice. 8 Rd 
Again in like diditherithe faid Prieſt A- 
Hoy Addefſon in the Year 1708, made his 


5 Complaint againſt me for not pay- 


Ing bis pretended Dues: Viz. Tithes and 
ings to the then Mayor, John Selwood 
and Richard Ely, Juſtice 4 the Borough 


Writing, and a Warrant cloſe to it on the 
Tame piece of Paper, and all one hand wri- 
Ting, Wbich the Prieſt prevailed with the 

Mayor and Juftice to ſet their Hands 
and Seals unto, in which Warrant was Li- 


the Backſide thereof the Names of all in the 

Pariſh that were behind in paying what he 
claimed: and to charge them with what 
Sums he pleaſed, and to make Diſtreſs on 
their Goods in caſe of Non- payment, and! 


was Charged 65. $4. which was more than 


twice as 5880 as by Law he could claim. 
The faid Warrant was —9 0 the 17th 

of the 1ſt Month 170. and 1 heard no- 

thing of it until the 2h Month following, 


rates their Servants, to do their Drill 5 


of Abingron; the faid Complaint was in 


granted for the Prieft to Endorſe on 


agd on the 29th Day of the 8th Month, 
b 1708. the 


armen 4885" 
1708. the Pariſh-Officers, namely Rich! 


ward Snow the Prieſts Clerk 3 came to my 
a Copy of it, though I much deſired. 1 


they ſeiz'd and carried away 234 Yards 
The ſaid Richard Ely, called a Juſtice of 


ward appearance, carried himſelf ſmooth 


rant, I could not be clear, but to write a 


followeth. 


1 ſome of the Pariſh Officers 
C bearing date the 17th of the Month 


and thee; whereby [ was charged witn 
65. 84. pretendey to be due from: me 
© your Vicar: And for the ſaid Sum f 


| © Goods to the value of 18. 
Truly I do admire, that reputed. 7 
5 then. mould be thus impoſed Ley 2 
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Senders Conſtable, Edmund Bowel Church 
warden, John Hawkins, Serjeant, and EA. 


ouſe with the ſaid Warrant, which they 
et me ſee, but would not ſuffer me to take 


Clock-Line, worth 18 s. and upwards. 


Peace, whoſe Hand and Seal was to the 
Warrant aforeſaid; who had as to out- 


and loving towards me; but. becauſe be 
did ſo unjuſtly, in ſigning this illegal War- 


Letter to him; a TOY whereof dere 


Abington the 3oth of the 8th Month, 1 70 
Neighbour Ely, 


came to my Houſe with a Warrant, 


© called March laſt, Signed by John Setwood 


© $4. they ſeiz d and carried away of: 


* 1 
vie 


) 


E Haar habld Paſſiger of ib Life 
3 euer as tp grant his accuſation 
- without proof; for of the ſaid 65. 84. 
c*here muſt be 5 . of it, charged upon 

the Tithe of the Fruit of the Orchard 
N at our Burying- Ground, for two Vears; 
z and then, the Fruit that I had thence at 
« that time ſhould be worth 50 s. But 
can truly ſay, from a certain aſſu- 
* ragce, that the Fruit that I had in that 
time, was not worth 155, And I chal- 
{ leage your Vicar, and all his Agents, 
{to prove that it was worth more if 
they can: Now thou knoweſt it is un- 
* juſt, to charge a Man for Tithe of 505. 
* when not worth 15s. I deſire thee to 
©* confider of it, whether thy Leader hath 
— © not cauſed thee to Err greatly in this 
* matter, and in Love I adviſe thee to 
take heed in time how thou followeſt 
© fach Leaders, leſt thou falleſt before 
© thou art aware, into the Ditch of 
© Eternal Miſery : I am concerned to be 
© the more plain with thee, becauſe, I 1 
© defired thee when thou waſt Mayor, 
© not to grant the aforeſaid Vicar a 
© Warrant unleſs he' brought good Evi- 
.* dence to prove what he demanded, ac- 
© cording to the Act e hes: to pro- 
* ceed by: Though I muft acknowledge, 


..** that your Laws for forced maintenance 
0 cannot own, ſo as actively to obey 
oF —_—_ 3 * not agreeable to the ef 
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© of God, and the Holy Scriptures: Vet 7 
I always ſubmit paſlively by patient 
suffering, without Reſiſtance, according 
to our peaceable Chriſtian Principle, 
what the Lord permits to. be exerciſed 
unn TL ENT „ 
But if you had proceeded according to 
© the Direction and Intention of the afore- 
( ſaid Act; as to cauſe the Complainant to 
© prove his charge, by ſubſtantial Witneſſes 
© before my Face; then you had not made 
© your ſelves guilty of ſo great injuſtice in 
© this matter. I do not complain, as being 
© grieved- for the loſs of my Goods; be- 1 
© cauſe it is for the Teſtimony of my Con- 
ſcience, againſt falſe Teachers, who are 
© ſuch as the Prophet called Dogs, 1/aiab 56. 
© 10, 11, 12. Yea, greedy Dogs, that could 
© never have enough, who ſought for 
their Gain from their Quarter: Surely 
© it will not be eaſie to find a Man more 
* greedy than my accuſer, whoſe Fruits 
© makes him manifeſt to be one of them, 
© that Chriſt ſaid would come in the Sheeps 
Clothing, but are Inwardly Ravening 
Wolves. 75 2 Ae 
l can truly ſay, that in love and good 
© will to thee, and for the clearing of my 
© Conſcience, I have written and ſent theſe 
© Lines, deſiring thou mayſt Repent before 1 
© it is too late, of what thou haſt done 
* amiſs; that it may be well with thee, 7 
'* both here, and hereafter. And 


Fas. 
1 


% 


Fes Eetarkable Poſhger of the Life = 
ad no this, that I am not troubled 
F © forthe loſs of my Goods, nor angry with 
© thee;though unjuſtly deprived of em: For 

_ © Fcan ſay, through the Lord's goodneſs 
to me, that I have a Treaſure which the 
© Thief nor Robber cannot reach; yet | 
am ſomewhat concerned for thy ſake, 
© that thou ſhouldſt be ſo drawn aſide to 
do injuſtice, as is before expreſſed ; 
—  ©Cwhich may bring a blemiſh upon thy 
Name, and be of an ill Savour when thy 
Body is in the duſt: So in that Love of 
© God, which can forgive injuries, and do 
© Good for Evil, I take my leave and re- 


OLIVER SANSOM. 
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„ nn. POSTSCREPT. 

« 1 thou pleaſe, thou mayſt let John Set- 
vod ſee this Letter; he hath dealt un- 
© juſtly by me in the like caſe formerly: 
gut I did clear my Conſcience to him 
in e and to John Spinape alſo, 

- *'the then Mayor; but I did hope for bet- 
© ter dealing from thee; though I have 
© ©< miſſed of my ExpeQtation. 

3 rx 3 wit 0. 8. 
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Some time after; the faid-Rirbard Ely 
meeting me in the Street, ſaid to me, he 
had received a Letter from me, and was 
ſorry for what was done, but he did not 


think any harm in it; for the Warrant 
was brought to him with the Mayors Hand 
and Seal to it; and he was deſired to ſet 


His Hand and Seal, which he did, not de- 
ſinging any hurt to me, with more ſuch 
Words. 5 „ 


I told him, he onght to have done juſtice, 


und not to condemn a Man without hear- 
ing, or Evidence, fo we parted. 
And it was a Month or more before the 
Officers could ſell the Goods, but at length 


they Sold them at a very low Price, 12 5. 6. 
But when they had the Money in their 
Hands, the greedy Prieſt being not con- 
tent with the 6s. 84. charged upon the 
Warrant, but cauſed them to give him 4 5. ö 


more; as one of them informed me, upon 
pretence, that ſomething was due to him 
or former Arrears. In conſideration of 


* 


this Prieſts Unjuſt and Illegal proceedings, 


I could not be clear without writing a Let- 
ter once more to him. ITE | f 
Which Letter was delivered to his own 
Hand, but he returned no Anſwer. _ 
And about the ſame time, two of the 
Officers that took away my Goods, came 
wy Houſe, and ſaid, they had brought 
me ſome Money, which they faid, was 
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then ſ TS never: — — | 
ny Goo ds of mine, fo l ſhould not Concern 
with their Account 5 5 and when 
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N 1 the aforegoing Ac- 
count of the Labours, Travels and 
Suſferings; as alſo the Teſtimonies con- 
_ cerning that Ancient and Innocent Ser- 
vant of Chriſt Oliver Sanſom. 
lam willing briefly to add what follows. 
Be was a Man Sound in Doctrine, of a 
Savory and Exemplary Converſation, care- 
ful to Obſerve Chriſtian Diſcipline, and 
for promoting good Order in the Church 
of Chriſt; Faithful in his Teſtimony for 
the bleſſed Truth, diligent in Attending 
, at the Appointed Times, not 
- ouly on Firſt-Days, but other Days of the 
Week: and to wait upon the Lord there- 
_ And as the Lord was pleaſed to make 
bim a Miniſter of the Word of Life, ſo as 
_ h& n eened by the Power of it, he 


9 — 


— 


-exhort Friends to Faithful- 


———rerance. ia the Work and 


Service of the Lord, and to eh up Tall. 
eſti- 


- ' CONCEUSION;: RN 5 9 
' Teſtimonies for him, and to Watchfalnefs 3 


(purſuant to our great Lord's general Com: 
mand to all) that none (by the Enemy of 
the SouPs peace) might be drawn into 
that which would chil their Love, cool 
__ Zeal, and cauſe them to decline there- 

: but that they all might go on in faith- 


fulnebs, by knowing their Strength renew- 


ed, in a diligent waiting upon the Lord, 
might hold out to Death, that they may 


have the Crown of Life. 


J have long known the Sincerity of m | 


deceaſed Friend and Brother, being ac- 
quainted with him above Thirty Years. 


And loved him, for the Truth's Sake, and 
his diligent Service therein, and readineſs 


to Help Aſſiſt and Counſel the poor Wi- 


dow and the Fatherleſs; and ſuch that did 4 


apply to him for the ſame. 


I held a Correſpondency with him for 
many Years, upon the Affairs of Truth _ 


and the Sufferings of Friends for its ſake 
-and his Letters were grave, and ſeaſoned 


with that which made them Savory, and 
ſhewed that he writ in a ſenſe of the holy 


Truth, he profeſſed and ſuffered for. 


What 1 thus Write, is principally to 
Commend that holy Life and Power, and 
thoſe Vertues, that by the Work thereof 
he was endued withal; and my Friend ſo 
far as he was worthy of Commendations, : 


as he was by being endowed therewith. 
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8 l ies: my Deſire, that thoſe that are 
E- yet on this Side the Grave may be Excited 
more and more, to Love and Obedience to 
the Lord, and thereby come to Pollels the 
dh like-Chriſtian Vertues. 
And through Faithfulneſs be fruitful in 
86 Holineſs, and therein continue unto Death, 
- and 8 2 {4 follower of our deceaſed Friend 
; as he followed Chriſt. 
+= Thea tho? we continue here many Days, 
or few, we all ſhall be bleſſed; for the 
I Righteons are bleſſed in their Death, and 
their Souls are in the Hand of God, and 
 $ ſhall be in Peace with him for ever. 

So with what our Friend and Brother 
did, a little before his Departure, I ſhall 
Conclude; viz. By Reaſon of Age, it is not 
" likely I ſhould continue with Friends bere. 
But (faid he) Be. you Faithful, as 1 have been, 
ET Thaw, the ſame Reward as I am 
ils to haue, and be you Followers of Chriſt as 
you haue had me for an Example, for 1 have 
Noe true 10 what the Lard committed to my 


Bart 0 departed this Life, the 2 3d of the 
BY 2 _ Mon th, 1710. and was Buried at Abington 
| 1 1+: goth. -: 
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Travels, Sufferings, Chriftian Experiences, and 
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that Ancient, Eminent and Faithful Servant of Je- 
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Volumes Price 10 s.. 
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caſions, erer Ancient, Eminent Faithful Friend 
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People called Quakers, given forth by that Faithful 
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A True Account of the Life, Sufferings; and 
collected Teſtimonies, of that Faithful Elder, and 


Ancient Minifter of Jeſus Chrift , ' Ambroſe . 
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Converſion, Travels, Oc. of that Ancient, R- 
and Faithful Servant of the Lord, Margaret 
Fel, by her Second Marriage Margaret Fox. P. 4s. 
An Account of the Convincement, Exerciſes, 
Services and Travels of that Ancient Servant of 
theLord, Riebard Davies. With ſome Relation of 
Ancient Friends, and the ſpreading of Truth in 
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An Account of ſome of the Labours, Exerciſes, 
Travels and Perils, by Sea and Land, of Fobn Tay- 


Jor, of Jork: And alſo his Deliverances; By way of 


Journal. Price 6 4. = 
The neceſſity of Immediate Revelation, towards 


the Foundation and Ground of True Faith, proved; 
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-- ian Writings, eſpecially R. Birclay's Apology, Cc. 
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Denn Bennet, againſt them; in his Nine Firft 
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By Benjamin Lindley." Price 1 5. 6 d. | 
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-. Scripture Truths demonſtrated, in 32 ®rmons, + 7 
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Eſſex; 2 of them not before Printed in his other 

Volumes, now all done in one Volume, on a large- 

er Caracter. Price 3 f.. L 1394 
A brief Narration of the Life, Service, and 
Su fſerings, of that Faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Joy Peters of Cornwal; who departed this Life, 

e 11th of the 7th Month, 1708. Price bound 8 d. 

The Fighting Sailor turn'd peaceable Chriftiawz 
manifefted in the Convincement and Converſion 
of Thomas Lurting. Price 3 d. 

- Sion's Travellers comforted, and the diſdbedient - 
warned: In a Collection of Books and Epiſtles of 
that Faithful Minifter of Chriſt Jeſus, Charles  _ 3 
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A brief Narrative of the Life and Death of that 
Antient Servant of the Lord and his People, Gil- 
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knowledgement of the Truth; with ſome Accougg 
of Antient Friends, and of the Firft Settlement of 
Meetings in London, and other Parts; with divers In- 
ſtances of his Publick Services, and how;uſefy] he was 
to Friends, by the Intereſt he had with Great Men, 
the Lord giving him Favour in their fight. & 9 4. 
Some Account of the Life, Service and Suffering, 
of an Early Servant and Miniſter of Chriſt, Foſeph 
Coal. Price 15. : 1 
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po 
* 
1 


Diecree were made between God and Cbriſt from Eter- 
'2ity, concerning Man's Predeſtination or Election; 
and that thoſe whom God was pleas'd to make "M— | 
| | | pr 


: a -— ws - a. * +. js 4 Te.” * * 7 * " 


K 3 
HE "The" Truth Exalted; in the Writings h 
* nent & Hithful ee e 0 '6& 
X Differtation concerning Water-Bapti 
SE  fecond Edition with Additions. Price 64. _ 
EE © ADiffertation concerning The Being of oaks. 
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tim and the Lord's Supper. Fes 24. 
he Chriftians Pattern: Or, A Divine Treatiſe 
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. — Thomas of Kempic,. above two Hundred 
ears 
_ . - Prevailing, and Expelling Darkneſs: Or. | 
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AN Apology for the True Chriſtian Diviæ 
nity, às the ſame is Held Forth, and 
Preached, by the People, called in Scorn 
Makers; Being a full Explanation and Vindi- 
ation ot their Principles and Doctrines, by 
nany Arguments, deduced from Scripture and 
tight Reaſon, and the Teſtimonies of Famous 
zuthors, both Ancient and Modern: With a 
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made againſt chem. By Nobert Barclay. The 
Fourth Edition in Engliſh. priee Bound 4 . 
Baptiſim ande Lord's Supper, Subſtantiallß 


People called Nudtert, concerning thoſe Twas 
Heads. By Robert Barclay. price Bound 1 . 

A Catechiſm, and Confeſſion of Faith. By 
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George Fox. The Second Volume. 
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4 ences, Labours, Services and Sufferings of that 
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lend its Innocent Friends rightly repreſented — 
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th (earental-Principle, Pottrines, Worſhip, Miniſtry 
and Diſcipline, are plainly declared, to prevens 
the Miſtakes and Perverfions that Tgnorance and 4 
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oi With a Summary Relation of the former Diſpen- 

fations of God in the World, by way of Intro- 
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An Account of W. Penn's Travels in Holland 436 W ; 
jj and Germeny, for the Service of the Goſpel h 
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Prayer; ſhewing the Natul _ Benefit there- 
of; to which is added, Many xminent and Select 
Inſtances of God's 4nſwer to Prayer: Collected 
out of the Record of Holy Scriptures. By F. F. 
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Servant of Chriſt. price 2 s. - „ 


Light and Fruth diſcovering and detecting 
Sophiſtry and Deceit: In Reply to a Book call q 
Aplain Diſcovery of many groſs Falſhoods, &c. 


by G. Keith. Together with Animadverfions 


on G. X Anſwer to his own Queries, concern- 
ing the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper (ſo call- 
ed) By F. Field, Price 6 d. 

5 1 More 


188 
N 
2 2 7 


FT -. 


\ . 


„ p 
„ 3 
> - 


| of the fermer. price 9 14. 


Ty 


"BOOK $< S014 by r. Sowie. 
ee being the Second 
pore of» Reflections and Maxims, relating to 
the Conduct of Humane Life. By.the Author 


: 


The Harn.ony of the Old and New Teft+- 
mem; and the fulflling of the Prophets, con- 
cerning our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 
in the latter Days. 
1 of the Names and At- 

unto Chriſt; and ſome 
ollected concerning Chriſt's 
ings; alſo, of his moſt 

ign Glorification. publiſhed. 
for the benefit of Chriſtians and Jews, by F. 
Tomkins. With an Appendix to the Jews, by 
. Penn. 3d Edition, with Additions. price 15. 

No Croſs, No Crown, A Diſcourſe of the 

Nature and Diſcipline. of the Holy Croſs of 
Chrift. In 2 parts. 6th Edit ion. by . Penn. 
price bound 36. 
_ England's preſent Intere& confulcred,: with 
Honour to the Frisce, and Safety to the. People. 
In Anſwer to this one Queftion, YYhbat is moſt 
Fit, Eaſie and Safe to be done, for Allaying the 
Heat of contrary Ws ne. 75 — them Con- 
ſtent with: the Praſ — ? Subs 
mitted to tbe co . 4 8 our ir Superioues, 
price bound 1. 

Truth's Vindication: or, a gentle Stroke to 
wipe off the foul Aſperſions, falſe Accuſations 
and Mifrepreſentations, caft upon the people A 
of God, called Quakers, both with xeſpect to suppe 
their Principles, and their way of Proſeiyting Chrif 
Tes pie over to them. price bound 15. | of th 

A Teſtimony to the Truth of God, as held Carry 
babe the peopls c Kokers, being 5 will b 
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Vindication of them from the A bles and Mit: 


repreſentations, often put upon them % EA. 
vious Mpoſt ates, and Mercenary Ad verſar ies. 
Second Impreſſion. price ſticch d 3 4. 
Morcy covering the Judę Seat; and Life 
and Light triumphing over Death and Datk- 
neſs: In the Lord's tender Viſitation, and 
wonderful Deliverance, "i that ſat in 
Darkneſs, and in the Re Shadow of 


Death. Witneſſedꝭ unto n Apiſtles and - 


papers of Living Experten aun ere 
ridge. Price 64. 


4 Collection of the Chris 4 Wricings; 14. | 


bours, Travels and Sufferings, of that faithful 
and approved Miniſter of Jeſus Ckriſt, Nager 
Haydock; to which is added, an accoltir 0 "his 
Death and Burial. price 15. 9 d. | 


A ſhort Work, but of greif Concern by 


FVillian Tomlinſon. price 3 14. 

A Narrative of a Charge againſt Franel/ Fig, 

and his"Evafiotis. and Shufflings at Ger rd in 

TCO ſhire. ' By Henry OT. 4. 
A Reply to F. Buggs pretended AﬀfvdP'ts. 


a Narrative of a Charge 2 him. By % er, 


” Pickworth: Price 24. 

Honeſty the trueſt Policy x fliewing ths 855 
phiſtry, Envy and perverſion a G. Keith, in 
his three boobs vie his BY ol 'Quakeri/jns, 
Brifto] Narbe and mou . 50 3. ole. 
price [P0555 - 
col Treatiſe boncerntuz bt. fin; and hs 10 
supper. *Shewing, that - Diſciptes of 


Chriſt are ſent to Baptize Men into the Name 

of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 3 for the 

Carrying on of which, Cht iſt is with them, and 

will'be, to the End of the World. Alſo, a few 
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Clergys. Oppreſſion; ſhewingz Lithes are no 


Moral and Divine. 
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Words" concerning the Lord's Supper; ſhew 
ing, that thoſe, that Sup. with him, are in his 
Kingdom. by Job Gratton. price 9 4. 

The Eciendly Enquirers Doxbts and Object ion 
anſwered; concerning the Light within, the 
Word of G04, 8 the -hurch of Chriſt, Golpel- 
Miniſters, Ordinances in general and in parti- 
cular, Water- and the Lord's Supper; 

x Teftimony againft Oaths 


Tithes fri and written for the 
Satisfaction o ticular acquaintance, and 
now publiſhe a more general Service. 
by: Zemer:7; de price 4 4. 


Ihe poor Mechanicks Elea, againſt the rich 


I-Miniſters Maintenance; in a brief and 
plain Method, how that Tithes (as now paid) 
are both inconſiſtent with the diſpenſation of 
the Law, and diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; allo, 
how; they were brought into the Church many 
Hundred: Years aſter Chriſt, and teſtied a- 

inſt_ by many. ancient Cbriſt iaus and Martyrs; 


82 
with ſeveral ſober Reaſons againſt the payment 


thereof, by ob Bockęt. price 3 4. 
* Narrative of ſome — of the Life 
of Tbeopbilus Green, from his Youth, both 
and after he received. the Truth, as 
d by the people of GOD, in ſcorn 
called Quakers. price 24. % 
Fruits of Retirement; or een Nene 
Being ſome Letters, Con- 
templat ions, Oc. written on Variety of Subjects: 


by Mary Moll ineux, late of ee decealed. 
\Price- bound 15. 6 4. 
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bis} Fadi, and the Chief Prieſts cunſpiring te 
xetrdy - Chriſt and his Followers: Or, An po- 


„An! 

ons tate Convicted, and Truth Defended. In Au- 

he wer to George Keltb's Fontth (Falſe, Partial) 

e. Narrative of his Proceedings at Turners- Hall 

ti- Jagainſt the Quakers) Cc. BS oha Whiting.” 

r; | The Spirit of the Mirtyrs Niven : In a Brief, 

hs Compendious Collect ĩon of the moſt Remarka- 

he ple Paſlages, and Living Toſtimonies of the 

nd Nrue Church, seed of Gudg and Faithfull, 

e, Martyrs in all Ages: Priceig . 
Abe Tryal- ef Spiritr, , bag in Teachers and | 

ch BHcarers. - Whereiawis held fürth the clear O. 

no Ncovery, and certain Dowafal of the Carnal, 

ad and: Anti-Chriſtian Clergy: of theſe Nations. 

d) ITeſtified from the Word of God, to the Uni- 

of Hrerfity Congregatibn in Caubrilge. Where⸗ 

o, Dunto: is added, a Plain ant Necetlary: Conſu. 

tat ion of diversgrof$!Errbrs delivered by Mr. 

a- draeb Sympſdn, in a Sermon Preached totbe 

; Jame Congregatidn, at the Commencement; Au- | 

it % MDCLIIT. Wherein. {amotig-othep things) 2 

is declared, That the Univerſicies (according 

fe to their prefent Starutes and Practices) are not 

h (as he affirmed) anſwerable to the Schools of 

xs the Prophets; in the time of the Law; but ra- 

n ther. to the Idolatfous High Places. And that 


Humane Learning, is notia Preparation appbint- / 
„Jed by Chrift, either for the right Underſtanding, 
. Yor right Teaching the Goſpel. With a brief 
; Teſtimony againſt Divinity: Degrees in the Uni- 

J. JVeriities. As alſp Lutber's Teſtimony at large f 
upon the whole Vatter. And laſtiyp, The rignt 
Reformation of Learning, Schools*and Univer- a 

4 fities; according to the ate of the Goſpel. nd 
the Light that ſhines therein. All neceſlary for 4 
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"the Inftruftion/ and Direct ion of the Faithful IN. 
theſe laſt times. By Willizem Del, Minifter « 
the Goſpel, and Maſter of Gorui! and Cain 
Colledge in Cambridge. Price Bound u 5. 6 4 
Lubt Shazing out of Darkneſs: Or, Occaf y 
onal Queries, fubmitted to the Judgment of ſuc 
as would enquire-into the True State of Thing 
in our Times. The whole Workreviled by the 
Au thor, the Proofs engliſhed and augmented 
with ſundry MatwidaiDiſconcſes, tonoerning the 
Miniltry,, Separation, Inſpiration, Scripture 
Humane Learn igg, Oaths, Tithes, Te. With: 
brief Apology fur the Quaters, that they ard 
not Inconſiſtent with Magiſtracy. By an lu 
difſecent, but Learned Haud. The Third k. 
dition. Price Bound 18. 64. | 
_ The Spiritual Guide: Which dil. intangles the 
Soul, and brings it by the inward Way, to the 
getting of perfect Contemplation, and the Ric 
Treaſure of Internal Peace. Written by Dt 
Michael de Molinos, Prieſt. Tranſlated from * 
Halian Copy. Price Bound a 44. 
25 Nr 2» ArSeqn:; Or, The Doltrine of 
7 Baptiſins; R Reduced from its Antient and Moden 
+Corruptions, and Reſtored to its 3 
Soundneſs and Integrity: According to th 
Word of Truth, the Subſtancæ of Faith, 1 ; 
the Nature of Chrift's Kingdom. By Willig 
Del, Mimiſter of the Goſpel, and Maſter of 
2; Gonuil & Caius Colledge in Cambridge. Price 44 
Cubis, Spirit; 4 Chriftian Strength : O 
lain Dikos ay: of the Mighty and Invincibl 
Power 'thagalt Believers Receive through th 
Giſt of the Spirit- Eirſt held forth in To! 
Sermons on 4, r. 8. and after Publiſhed. os | 
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|Epicitual, Aung 1645. By william Dell, Miniſter ß | | 
r ol. Academia Celeftis : The Heavenly Univerſity x 
4110 Dr, the Highett School, where alone is that 
» \Figheft Teaching, the Teaching of the Heart. 
ueolledge, A Treatiſe written above Threeſcore 
Fyears fince :- The Third Edition, Reviſed, and 
tAcompared with the Latin. Price bound 1 3. 
A Treatiſe of Feuers: In which is contain'd, 
& Deſcription of the Nature of Fermentation; 
ogether, with the Caules, Symptoms, and Cures 
th of all Feavers. Written Originally in Latin 
audy the Author. of Riuerius Reformatue, and now 
f lone into Engliſh by D. M. Price Bound 13. ; 
The Writing Scholars Companion: Or, Infall. 
Jie Rules for Writing True Engliſh with Eaſe 
Ind Certainty: - Drawn from the Grounds and 
tba eaſons of the Engliſh Tongue. Comprehend- 
Ang lin a Full, Plain, and Exact Method whats 
Dr ver is neceſſary to be obſerved in Writing True 
TEngliſh. In Three Parts. Compoſed for the 
Penefit of all (ach as are Induftriouſly Ambitious 
© "HE ſo Commendable an Ornament, as Writing 
dene ue Engliſh, is generally eſteemed. Recom- 
tignended eſpecially to the Youth of both Sexes, 
und to be Taught in Schools. Price Bound 1. 
A Piurnal Speculum : Containing, I. A plais 
T Are moſt uſeful to be known Yearly ;: And may 
erre as an Almanack for Thirty Vears; and 
1 any other things ſuitable: to the Matter. II. 
n lanation of Weights, Money, and Mea- 
7 es, both Scriptural and Uſual; with ſundry 
be Fables depending thereon, Cc. III. Some Re. 
rs on Znglend ; or a Brief Account of every. 
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Names, and. Days of the Mz: 
Chi « ities therein, Oe 
great Variety, explain. 
"aſi byaivers: Examples, the like in all Particu. 
lurs, not extant; as by the Contents does more 
a Fs. Boekpt. Pric: 
bz 46. doo 1 2 
K viueries #elating to the PraBice of- Ph 
bs rh Remarks pan ſome of them. Mode ſt! 
2 to theiSeridns Con ideration of Man. 
3 — M order for the ir Information, howthei: 
1 Lives hhd Healths, "(which ate ſo neceſſary, anc 
-* . , thereforeoughttaybe dear to them) may be del 
— BP . Cbanßberlen, Phyſician: it 
—— the Lite king Charles the Second 
Wird DS 24 
e dd Medica Theoretico-Prafticom: | 
— Tractatus de Morborv "My Theoria & rar Ji 


ee, Chimiatri. Pretiunti 
oo Houfe tte) made: 4 Dactor: 
The hg es Fare: friend. ge | 
' 2 eis ohn Preferibing, to Pr 
5 2 Tut al Diſeaſes ICED: een Men. 


Ws Med, Some Obſervations ont ih tedi, 
2 Unskilful Chyrurgions; wit! 


+ ;Þ 8 at} rage Remedies. -By: we ame Au 
13 +9 Price Bound r | 

+: Whete Ns may be had Bibles, Teſtament/ 

5  Contoraanges Spelling-Books, Primers, Horn 

| 0” wel 2 Paper-Books, Ce 

piBcates on 3 Stamp j 


